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Himalayan floods, climate crisis and the need for disaster diplomacy 
By: Som Niroula 
 
Devastating flash floods in Nepal highlight the growing risks from melting glaciers and climate 
change, underscoring the urgent need to strengthen early-warning systems and greater 
accountability for climate-related disasters. 
 
GRIT DAILY NEWS 
 
The Philippine Net Zero Conference 2026 Links Climate Strategy to Business Survival 
By: Michael Peres 
 
The Philippine Net Zero Conference 2026 will bring together corporate leaders, policymakers, 
and climate innovators on September 15-16 to translate climate commitments into measurable 
business action. Held at the Philippine Trade Training Center in Pasay City, the two-day summit 
represents a critical moment for enterprises across Southeast Asia facing mounting pressure to 
cut emissions while safeguarding operations against energy shocks and climate risks. 
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INSIDE CLIMATE NEWS  
 
Many People Aren’t Connecting the Dots Between Climate Change and Extreme Weather 
By:  Kiley Price 
 
Scientific evidence has never been stronger. Why aren’t more people making the link? 
 
PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 
 
Heavy rains expected in parts of Luzon on Sept. 9 
By: Holly Bacay 
 
MANILA, Philippines — Two weather systems are affecting the country and may bring gloomy 
skies with heavy rains until Wednesday, Sept. 9, the state weather bureau said. 
 
How climate change and food insecurity could fuel conflicts 
By: Peter Hille 
 
Climate change, conflict, and trade tensions are putting pressure on the global food system. 
New research suggests the biggest risk is not food shortages, but whether societies can 
peacefully adapt to change. 
 
Walang pasok: Class suspensions on Wednesday, Sept. 9 
By: Holly Bacay 
 
MANILA, Philippines — Face-to-face classes in parts of Luzon are suspended on Wednesday, 
September 9, due to the continued effects of the southwest monsoon or “habagat.” 
 
THE GREEN POST  
 
FAO Training Strengthens Sustainable Rangeland Management and Climate Resilience in 
Balochistan 
 
QUETTA, September 8, 2026: The Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations 
(FAO), under a European Union-funded project, has conducted a five-day technical training 
aimed at strengthening sustainable rangeland management and climate resilience in 
Balochistan.Get Weather Alerts 
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THE GUARDIAN  
 
Nepal says big polluters must ‘wake up’ as it calls for climate compensation over flood 
disaster 
By: Hannah Ellis-Petersen 
 
Foreign minister Shisir Khanal tells the Guardian the world’s biggest economies need to help 
Nepal, which contributes less than 0.1% of global greenhouse gas emissions 
 
THE MANILA TIMES 
 
Have we lost the fight against climate change? 
 
IT is a journalistic principle that the answer to a headline written in the form of a question is 
almost always “no,” but in this case, the answer, sadly, may very well be “yes.” That is the 
impression, at least, left by a new report released last week by the United Nations Environment 
Program (UNEP), which concluded that the world now has no chance of keeping global 
warming below 1.5 degrees Celsius over pre-industrial levels, and that this “climate overshoot” 
threshold will be reached within the next few years. 
 

CCC IN THE NEWS: 
 
DAILY TRIBUNE 
 
CCC seeks to strengthen climate spending tracking 
 
The Climate Change Commission (CCC) is pursuing measures to strengthen the National 
Climate Change Expenditure Tagging (NCCET) system after an assessment identified 
challenges in tracking and monitoring climate-related government spending. 
 
THE GREEN POST  
 
Philippines Moves to Strengthen Climate Expenditure Tracking and Accountability 
 
QUEZON CITY, Philippines, September 7, 2026: The Climate Change Commission (CCC) is 
taking steps to strengthen the country’s National Climate Change Expenditure Tagging (NCCET) 
system after an assessment identified key challenges and opportunities to improve the tracking 
and monitoring of government spending on climate-related initiatives. 
 

Information and Knowledge Management Division 
 
 
 
 

 
3 

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2026/sep/08/nepal-floods-climate-compensation
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2026/sep/08/nepal-floods-climate-compensation
https://www.manilatimes.net/2026/09/09/opinion/editorial/have-we-lost-the-fight-against-climate-change/2420811
https://tribune.net.ph/2026/09/07/ccc-seeks-to-strengthen-climate-spending-tracking
https://greenpost.com.pk/philippines-strengthens-climate-expenditure-tracking-accountability/


 

ECO BUSINESS 
 
Himalayan floods, climate crisis and the need for disaster diplomacy 
By: Som Niroula 
 
Devastating flash floods in Nepal highlight the growing risks from melting glaciers and climate 
change, underscoring the urgent need to strengthen early-warning systems and greater 
accountability for climate-related disasters. 
 
On 26 August 2026, the rapid outburst of an avalanche that led to a supraglacial lake collapse in 
Tibet caused widespread devastation along the Trishuli River in Nepal.  
 
The flood claimed more than 900 lives, left an estimated 4,000 missing, and damaged critical 
infrastructure, including roads, hydropower plants, schools, bridges and electricity supply 
systems. Estimated losses amount to billions of rupees. According to the International Red 
Cross, at least 93,000 people may have been affected by the flash floods. 
 
Remote-sensing analysis shows that the glacial lake was located about 35 km from the Nepal 
border. Marks on the glacier’s surface indicated that at least some water escaped across the 
ice, suggesting that drainage followed a complicated route that may have intensified the flash 
flood downstream. 
 
The unexpected flash flood entered Nepal’s Rasuwa district from Tibet at around 9:15 am on 10 
August 2026, quickly affecting Timure, Rasuwagadhi and Syabrubesi. It damaged private 
houses, public offices, including schools and police stations, border check posts, local 
businesses and hydropower projects.  
 
Scientists have suggested that an ice avalanche may have blocked the Lhende River upstream, 
causing a sudden release of water. 
 
An earthquake of magnitude 4.4 was recorded at 8:37 am, shortly before the flood. It is 
assumed that this led to the outburst in a supraglacial lake, displacing a large volume of water 
that swept away fragile mud, pebbles and stones along the river.  
 
People received the early warning only 15 minutes before the flood. As most people had already 
started their usual activities and it was peak working time for public officials, labourers and 
farmers, the flood caused a significant impact. It also affected downstream areas of Rasuwa, 
Dhading, Gorkha and Chitwan. 
 
An overall rise in temperature, due to climate change and human activities in an ecologically 
fragile zone,seems to have contributed to the flood. 
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Scientists have been continuously studying temperature changes in the Himalayan regions. A 
study conducted between 1980 and 2020 shows that mountain regions have been, on an 
average, 0.21 degrees Celsius faster per century, than surrounding lowlands.  
 
There is also more precipitation compared to snowfall in mountain regions. Moreover, human 
activities, including the burning of oil, gas and coal, are contributing to rising global 
temperatures and increasing the risk of such disasters. This risk is particularly significant in the 
Himalayas, which are warming considerably faster than many other parts of the world. These 
changes indicate increasing climate-related hazards and more frequent disasters. 
 
Most hydropower electricity in Nepal depends on rivers flowing downstream from Tibet (China). 
The recent flood also impacted 12 hydropower electricity projects based on the Trishuli River, 
generating about 430 megawatts of electricity. The flash flood also damaged distribution lines 
and other infrastructure.  
 
The pressure for extraction of natural resources has also increased in Nepal’s mountain regions. 
Road expansion, the extension of markets, sand mining in the Trishuli River and increased 
vehicle movement have contributed to rising temperatures in the Himalayan regions. 
 
In addition, there are reports that China has also significantly increased human activities in this 
Himalayan region, focusing on urban expansion, including the development of Gyirong Port, 
road construction and transport corridors, dry ports, a proposed rail link to Nepal and 
hydropower projects.  
 
China, however, describes this as a disaster being converted into ‘disinformation’.  
 
Information about ongoing development projects inside Chinese territory has not been publicly 
shared with Nepal or the outside world. 
 
These activities are believed to have significantly contributed to global warming in the region. 
Besides, the damage downstream was further compounded by lack of information sharing 
between China and Nepal. Environmental experts say that more than 25 glacial lakes on the 
Chinese-side could directly affect Nepal and the wider region. This underlines the need for the 
Chinese government  to cooperate and share information about the condition of these glacial 
lakes.  
 
Nepal and China need to develop a mechanism for sharing information and establish an 
effective early-warning system to help reduce casualties and damage to infrastructure. In 2019, 
the government of Nepal and the Ministry of Emergency Management of the People’s Republic 
of China did agree on cooperation in disaster risk reduction and emergency response in 2019.  
 
However, till date, cooperation on the ground and information sharing remain minimal. 
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Major Nepali political parties have expressed their commitment to work together in addressing 
the crisis and issued ten-point commitments. They have highlighted the existing high-risk glacial 
lakes on the Chinese-side and have proposed a joint study and technical mechanisms to reduce 
risks.  
 
They have also proposed disaster diplomacy and setting up early-warning systems, with Nepal 
and China institutionalising real-time data sharing and developing reliable, technology-based 
early-warning systems that take transboundary river systems into account.  
 
Finally, Nepali parties want to raise the issue of climate justice and seek support at the global 
level. 
 
Nepali civil society members have also demanded international accountability for the climate 
crisis.These incidents have increased in frequency over the years, with similar low-intensity 
floods in Rasuwa and the floods in Thame and the Melamchi River among recent disasters. It is 
the people of Nepal who have had to bear the cost of the climate crisis. 
 
While Nepal has been committed to the global framework on climate justice,  it is time to 
demand accountability and justice in addressing global commitments from the developed world, 
particularly Europe and North America.  
 
In addition, China needs to limit its large-scale infrastructure development activities in the 
region, which can contribute to further deterioration of the situation across the region. 
 
Climate change and climate disasters are not only Nepal’s problem. South Asia is home to 2.11 
billion people, many of whom depend on the fresh water originating in the Himalayan region. 
 
As temperatures rise and snow starts melting earlier than usual, seasonal distribution of water 
supply will be affected —  initially, water supply will increase, but in the longer-term, it will 
decline in summer and winter season, even as the increased intensity of  monsoons leads to 
heavy flooding and damage. 
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GRIT DAILY NEWS 
 
The Philippine Net Zero Conference 2026 Links Climate Strategy to Business Survival 
By: Michael Peres 
 
The Philippine Net Zero Conference 2026 will bring together corporate leaders, policymakers, 
and climate innovators on September 15-16 to translate climate commitments into measurable 
business action. Held at the Philippine Trade Training Center in Pasay City, the two-day summit 
represents a critical moment for enterprises across Southeast Asia facing mounting pressure to 
cut emissions while safeguarding operations against energy shocks and climate risks. 
 
The event, organized by the Net Zero Carbon Alliance (NZCA) in partnership with the Southeast 
Asia Corporate Decarbonization Exchange (CDx), arrives as geopolitical tensions and fossil fuel 
price volatility have exposed a fundamental business reality: climate resilience and operational 
survival are now inseparable. For enterprises managing complex supply chains and exposed to 
climate impacts, net zero transition is no longer a voluntary sustainability initiative but a strategic 
necessity. 
 
NZCA, founded in 2021 by First Gen-owned Energy Development Corporation (First Gen 
Renewables), marks its fifth anniversary through this conference. The alliance has established 
itself as the Philippines’ leading private-sector coalition committed to achieving net zero 
greenhouse gas emissions. “The global energy crisis has made one thing unmistakably clear: 
protecting our climate and insulating our businesses from severe risk are the exact same fight,” 
said Allan Barcena, NZCA executive director. 
 
Why Business Leaders Are Prioritizing Net Zero Now 
 
Climate risks are no longer distant concerns for Philippine enterprises. Compounding global 
energy crises and worsening climate impacts threaten vulnerable nations across Southeast 
Asia, creating immediate operational and financial exposure for businesses of all sizes. Supply 
chain disruptions, resource scarcity, and regulatory pressures have converged to make 
decarbonization a core risk-management strategy rather than an optional corporate 
responsibility. 
 
Barcena framed the shift plainly: “Achieving net zero is more urgent than ever because 
transitioning to clean, regenerative solutions is the only viable path to safeguard our planet, 
manage climate risks for businesses, and ensure lasting economic survival.” This positioning 
reflects a hard-nosed business calculus. Companies that delay transition face supply chain 
vulnerability, rising input costs, regulatory compliance gaps, and investor pressure. Early movers 
gain operational advantages and market positioning as clean technology becomes standard 
infrastructure. 
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Two-Day Structure Balances Strategy and Technology 
 
The conference is structured to move corporate climate ambitions from policy statements into 
executable strategy. Day one focuses on the frontline realities facing corporate decision-makers, 
sustainability practitioners, climate advocates, and small-to-medium enterprises navigating net 
zero transition. 
 
Sessions on day one will cover climate governance, mandatory sustainability disclosures, 
carbon footprint tracking, and mobilizing climate finance. These topics address the foundational 
work required before any enterprise can credibly commit to emissions reduction. Understanding 
regulatory requirements, measuring current impact, and accessing capital for transition projects 
are prerequisites for meaningful progress. 
 
The opening day will also mark NZCA’s fifth anniversary by presenting the alliance’s 
accomplishment report and welcoming new member pledges. This milestone recognition signals 
both how far the coalition has advanced private-sector climate leadership and how much work 
remains. 
 
Day two shifts toward deployment and market-ready solutions. Industry enablers and climate 
innovators will demonstrate how artificial intelligence, smart energy systems, carbon 
management tools, and science-based verification enable organizations to drastically cut 
emissions. Dedicated business-matching sessions will run concurrently, connecting delegates 
directly with clean-technology providers. This hands-on approach bridges the gap between 
climate strategy and implementation capability. 
 
A Platform for Cross-Sector Collaboration 
 
The conference theme, “Bridging Gaps: Radical Collaboration for a Net Zero Future,” reflects 
the reality that individual corporate action alone cannot achieve systemic decarbonization. 
Solutions require coordination across enterprises, government agencies, technology providers, 
and financial institutions. A single company cannot deploy citywide smart grids or develop 
verification standards unilaterally. 
 
By convening policymakers alongside business leaders and solution providers, the conference 
creates space for the kind of cross-sector dialogue that translates climate urgency into aligned 
incentives. Government participants can understand private-sector constraints and capabilities. 
Technology providers can connect with enterprises ready to scale solutions. Smaller enterprises 
can access knowledge and partnerships otherwise unavailable through traditional channels. 
 
What Delegates Will Encounter 
 
The full program accommodates multiple participant types and interests. Enterprises in 
early-stage decarbonization can access foundational knowledge on governance and 
measurement. Mature sustainability programs can explore emerging technologies and peer 
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benchmarking. Solution providers gain direct access to qualified prospects and 
decision-makers. Media representatives can cover concrete progress on climate action, moving 
beyond abstract commitments to specific initiatives and timelines. 
 
The business-matching sessions represent an often-overlooked value of sectoral conferences: 
reducing friction between problem-holders and solution-providers. An enterprise seeking carbon 
management tools need not conduct months of vendor research when curated meetings 
connect them to vetted suppliers. This transactional benefit complements the 
knowledge-sharing and relationship-building dimensions of multi-day convenings. 
 
For organizations ready to accelerate climate transition, the conference offers both strategic 
frameworks and tactical partnerships. Delegates can register as participants, explore 
sponsorship or exhibitor opportunities, and access the full program through the event’s official 
channels. The convergence of regulatory urgency, business risk, and available technology 
creates a rare window for enterprises to move from commitment to measurable action. 
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INSIDE CLIMATE NEWS  
 
Many People Aren’t Connecting the Dots Between Climate Change and Extreme Weather 
By:  Kiley Price 
 
Scientific evidence has never been stronger. Why aren’t more people making the link? 
 
At the end of August, devastating floods and a debris flow triggered by a glacier collapse 
crashed through the valleys of Nepal, killing more than 1,300 people. Earlier this summer, 
deadly heat waves plagued much of the United States and Europe. Meanwhile, record-low snow 
levels and a long-term drought stoked wildfires across the western U.S. 
 
It’s been a relentless summer of extremes—only the latest in a half-decade packed with 
record-breaking weather events. A growing body of research shows they’re becoming more 
frequent and severe as human-caused climate change accelerates.  
 
But recent studies show that many people aren’t making this link in the wake of a weather 
disaster, a disconnect that could affect our ability to combat worsening warming. At the same 
time, a recent analysis found that fewer journalists are doing the kind of climate reporting that 
could help to close this gap. And even when hurricanes, wildfires or floods get widespread 
attention, it’s often not long before another story overwhelms the news cycle.  
 
The good news: Scientific understanding of climate change and its impact on extreme weather 
is the best it’s ever been. But experts warn if people remain in the dark about these climate 
connections, it will be more difficult to prepare and adapt.  
 
Understanding the Disconnect 
 
For decades, scientists have been trying to grasp how people perceive extreme weather in the 
context of climate change. Dozens of studies, surveys and models seem to support only one 
consensus: It’s complicated.  
 
“Most people do not automatically, intuitively, on their own, connect that event—a flood, a heat 
wave, a wildfire—to climate change,” Anthony Leiserowitz, the director of the Yale Program on 
Climate Change Communication, told me. “Climate change is still a relatively abstract idea for 
many, many people.” 
 
Whether someone makes the connection depends on a variety of factors, from their 
socioeconomic background to their political affiliation. For a 2019 study, researchers analyzed 
73 papers that focused on the relationship between climate change experiences and public 
opinion. The results were mixed. Several studies supported at least some association between 
weather experiences on people’s climate opinions, while others found little to no impact. A major 
takeaway of the 2019 paper is that different methodologies across the research make direct 
comparisons challenging.  
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More recent studies suggest that the type of extreme weather can also play a part. A 2024 study 
found that fires were the only type of climate-fueled weather events to have a small but 
significant effect on individuals acknowledging the existence of global warming and supporting 
the need for action (even then, the impact was short-lived). Separate research co-authored by 
Leiserowitz found that more exposure to hot, dry days significantly increases Americans’ 
perceptions that they have personally experienced global warming. Individuals did not make the 
climate link with heavier rainfall, though.  
 
Leiserowitz said one barrier preventing individuals from associating weather events with the 
warming that is often fueling them is something called “psychological distance.” That’s 
essentially a person’s perception of how much something hits home—literally and figuratively.  
 
“In general, people are more concerned about things that are happening to them or to their 
loved ones than they are people or species or places on the other side of the planet that they’ve 
never been to [and] they don’t have any connection to,” Leiserowitz said. Pointing to the recent 
floods in Nepal, he added: “For most Americans, they’ve never been to Nepal. They don’t know 
anyone from Nepal. They don’t have any connections in Nepal. They probably couldn’t identify 
Nepal on a map.” 
 
The long-term timescales of climate change can also distance a person from its impacts in the 
present, he said.  
 
Unraveling how the perception of climate change following extreme weather can influence 
government policies, meanwhile, comes with its own set of complexities.  
 
“Getting somebody to change their light bulb is totally different than getting them to pack an 
emergency go kit, which is very different than helping them buy an electric vehicle, which is very 
different than putting pressure on their elected officials to take greater action,” Leiserowitz said. 
 
A “Teachable Moment” 
 
An extreme weather event is often devastating, taking lives and a serious financial toll. From a 
climate communication standpoint, though, it can also act as a “teachable moment,” Leiserowitz 
said.  
 
“Suddenly, the public, the media and political leaders all focus their very scattered and limited 
attention on the same event,” he said. “A lot of this is just about helping people connect the dots 
for the very first time. And once you’ve done that, you’ve taught them something, and they are 
now primed to make that connection themselves in the future.”  
 
That’s where the media can come into play. A 2025 report drawing from survey data across 
eight countries found “strong agreement that climate news coverage is important,” though only 
around four in 10 said the news media does a good job explaining causes and offering 
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solutions. A June study focused on European online news media found evidence that climate 
news in national outlets increases public concern about climate change. 
 
However, as climate change impacts are worsening, coverage of them is dwindling. University of 
Colorado Boulder’s Media and Climate Change Observatory recently found that global news 
coverage of the topic has decreased by 38 percent since its peak in 2021. The authors pointed 
to a number of possible causes, including the avalanche of other news in recent years—from 
war to the Trump administration dismantling federal policies. Newsrooms such as The 
Washington Post and NPR have also downsized their climate reporting teams or focused on 
other beats, potentially to avoid “climate fatigue” among their audience, as Grist reports.  
 
But this climate coverage cliff could leave people in the dark about crucial information, according 
to analysis co-author Max Boykoff, professor of environmental studies at the University of 
Colorado Boulder.  
 
“People typically do not start their day with a cup of coffee and the latest peer-reviewed journal 
article. Instead, they turn to media—television, newspapers, radio, social media—to understand 
how science and policies could impact their everyday lives,” he told the university. “When the 
media fail to cover these pressing climate issues abundantly and accurately, people may not 
recognize how climate change shapes their daily lives, livelihoods and challenges.”  
 
As my colleague Bob Berwyn recently reported, climate attribution science has advanced 
tremendously in recent years, which experts say could help communities understand and adapt 
to intensifying extremes. But ensuring that information reaches these communities is a different 
story.  
 
“If you don’t know about climate change, you can’t make decisions knowing that the events that 
you’re already experiencing are going to become more frequent, more severe, and there’s going 
to be more surprises,” Leiserowitz said. “Now, if you understand that, you can start to take 
actions to both mitigate the risk to reduce and limit climate change, but you can also be taking 
the incredibly important actions now that are about preparing for and adapting to that future 
world.” 
 
News About This Newsletter 
 
Readers, we have a big update for you: Next week will be my last installment of “Today’s 
Climate.” But it’s for an exciting reason … we recently launched a podcast—and I am one of the 
co-hosts! In our “Inside Climate” podcast, my co-host and I interview our colleagues across the 
world to hear how they counter misinformation, expose environmental injustices and scrutinize 
solutions. You can find Inside Climate wherever you get your podcasts, including YouTube, 
Spotify, Apple Podcasts, Amazon Music and iHeart. 
 
Along with hosting the podcast, I will be diving deeper into conservation and wildlife coverage, 
reporting stories like the recent investigation my colleague Katie Surma and I published 
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revealing how dozens of wild sloths died at a planned Florida tourist attraction. (We spoke about 
the story on the podcast last month.)  
 
My first installment of “Today’s Climate” was published more than two-and-a-half years ago, and 
I can’t express how much I have appreciated your readership, feedback and support of our work 
in that time. You can stay up to date with ICN by subscribing to our other newsletters: ICN 
Weekly on Saturdays, Inside Clean Energy on Thursdays and Breaking News daily. I can’t wait 
for you to join us over at the Inside Climate podcast!   
 
More Top Climate News 
 
The Trump administration proposed a rule on Friday that could leave vast swaths of U.S. 
wetlands with fewer protections, Maxine Joselow reports for The New York Times. The 
Environmental Protection Agency and U.S. Army Corps of Engineers are seeking to narrow the 
definition of “waters of the United States” that are protected under the Clean Water Act of 1972. 
While farming interests celebrated the move, environmentalists warn that it would threaten 
drinking water and wildlife habitat. Wetland ecosystems are already under threat from climate 
change, as Madeline Shaw recently reported for ICN.  
 
Drought is impacting black bears’ food supplies in the Mountain West region of the U.S., forcing 
the animals closer to humans as they seek sustenance, Brittany Peterson and Mead Gruver 
report for The Associated Press. Past research has found that climate-fueled droughts are 
increasingly forcing bears, bobcats and pumas closer to people and increasing the risk of 
human-wildlife conflict.  
 
Israel’s national water company says that a microalgae bloom in the Mediterranean Sea is 
responsible for temporarily inhibiting five of the country’s six coastal desalination plants, Laura 
Paddison reports for CNN. These types of facilities —which typically convert ocean water into 
potable supplies—provide at least 65 percent of the country’s drinking water. However, algae 
can damage the equipment. The desalination plants have at least partially come back online, 
but experts fear this type of rare event could happen more frequently as ocean temperatures 
warmed by climate change fuel algae blooms. 
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PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 
 
Heavy rains expected in parts of Luzon on Sept. 9 
By: Holly Bacay 
 
MANILA, Philippines — Two weather systems are affecting the country and may bring gloomy 
skies with heavy rains until Wednesday, Sept. 9, the state weather bureau said. 
 
Philippine Atmospheric, Geophysical and Astronomical Services Administration (Pagasa) 
weather specialist Daniel Villamil said in its 5 p.m. weather advisory that the trough, or 
extension, of Tropical Cyclone Krovanh will affect eastern Luzon within the next few hours. 
 
“Two weather systems are affecting the country in the coming hours. The first is located east of 
the Philippines; the cloud formations we see are associated with the trough, or extension, of 
Tropical Cyclone Krovanh, formerly known as Typhoon Pilandok,” Villamil said. 
 
According to Pagasa, the rains brought by Krovanh may bring gloomy skies with scattered rains 
and thunderstorms over Cagayan Valley, Cordillera Administrative Region, and Aurora until 
Wednesday afternoon. 
 
“Typhoon Pilandok is already far from our country and has moved out of our monitoring domain; 
however, cloud clusters associated with the trough, or tail, of the said typhoon remain, affecting 
the eastern part of Luzon,” he explained. 
 
Meanwhile, the southwest monsoon will persist and bring cloudy skies with scattered rains over 
Metro Manila, the rest of Luzon, Aklan and Antique on Wednesday, according to Pagasa. 
 
Occasional rains may also prevail over Zambales, Bataan, Pangasinan, Tarlac, Pampanga, 
Cavite, Batangas and Occidental Mindoro, also due to the habagat. Likewise, the rest of 
Visayas may also experience isolated rain showers. 
 
The weather bureau also said that Mindanao may be affected by partly cloudy to cloudy skies 
with localized thunderstorms. /mcm 
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How climate change and food insecurity could fuel conflicts 
By: Peter Hille 
 
Climate change, conflict, and trade tensions are putting pressure on the global food system. 
New research suggests the biggest risk is not food shortages, but whether societies can 
peacefully adapt to change. 
 
The world’s food system is under growing stress, and new research is pointing to areas where 
this could lead to conflict. 
 
Severe droughts and extreme weather are damaging harvests in many regions. A developing El 
Niño event is even threatening to worsen food shortages for millions of people next year. At the 
same time, wars and geopolitical tensions are disrupting supply chains that keep food and farm 
supplies moving. 
 
The war in Ukraine has repeatedly shaken grain markets, while the Iran war’s impact on the 
Strait of Hormuz has driven up fuel and fertilizer prices, increasing costs for farmers 
everywhere.  
 
Experts have long warned that rising food insecurity could fuel instability. When people can no 
longer feed their families, they argue over land, water, and other resources — or they move. In 
fragile countries, these pressures can contribute to social unrest and even armed conflict. 
 
Now, new research has suggested where some of these risks are greatest. The Climate-Driven 
Agricultural Decline Index (CADI), developed by Laura Mayoral, Hannes Mueller and 
colleagues, maps how climate change is reshaping agricultural productivity around the world. 
“The heaviest losses are in the tropical regions,” said Mueller, a researcher at the Institute for 
Economic Analysis and the Barcelona School of Economics. 
 
Climate change is already reducing food production in many parts of the world. Hundreds of 
millions of people live in areas where harvests are smaller than 30 years ago. Mueller 
mentioned Australia, Argentina, Moldova, Nigeria, Romania, the United States, and Sudan as 
countries where agricultural losses are already being felt. 
 
“Northern Africa is another region we should pay much more attention to. If you look at the map, 
it just looks terrible. It really looks horrible,” he said. 
 
And climate change is only one part of the story. Wars, trade disruptions, export bans, and rising 
fertilizer costs can magnify food insecurity. 
 
Within the next 25 years, nearly half of the world’s people could be living in areas where farms 
are producing less food. 
New winners, losers, and conflicts 
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These pressures can undermine governments, help cause migration, and make it easier for 
armed groups to recruit fighters. In societies that are already unstable, such factors can push 
them toward crisis.  
 
Yet CADI’s research points to a surprising reality: Gains in agricultural productivity also appear 
to increase the risk of violence. Mueller said the key issue is not just scarcity, but change. The 
climate crisis and other shocks do not simply make some regions poorer. They also create new 
opportunities, changing the value of land and resources. 
 
In some places, land that had been marginal becomes more productive and more valuable. And 
that attracts investors and produces competition for ownership and access. 
 
So countries that appear to benefit overall may face new tensions. Sudan, for example, is 
projected to produce more food as the climate changes. But while some areas could become 
more productive, others may suffer losses, creating new winners and losers within the country 
and increasing the risk of conflict. 
 
This looming instability, Mueller said, also applies to areas where the change in productivity 
hasn’t even happened yet. “If we know that your land is going to become more productive, 
maybe I want to grab it from you today. That is exactly where negotiations break down and 
where we will have violence,” he said. 
 
Even in stable, wealthy regions, the climate crisis is creating future problems. It may seem 
trivial, but the change in grape-growing options in Europe is affecting local farmers. Major 
producers of sparkling wine have started to buy up land in mountainous regions. 
 
“It is not productive yet, but they already know where future grape harvests will be,” Mueller 
said. “Big agricultural companies are buying land. This is happening all over the world. Locals 
are displaced because large producers come in, land prices rise, and you start having fights 
about something that is still 20 or 30 years in the future.” 
 
One of the CADI team’s most striking findings is that agricultural change is more likely to lead to 
conflict in non-democracies. When climate shocks, food insecurity, and competition over 
resources hit democracies, they tend to have institutions that force competing interests to 
negotiate rather than fight. 
 
“Democracies may look annoying and cumbersome. Nothing moves as fast as people want. But 
this is a great thing because it makes people talk to each other,” Mueller said. “There is a 
platform for negotiation. There are institutions that help people negotiate. That process of 
constantly finding solutions is at the heart of what prevents conflict.” 
 
South Asia as a warning sign 
“We do not pay enough attention to the threats to the source of our livelihoods,” said Abdullah 
Fahimi of the think tank German Council on Foreign Relations (DGAP). “These threats can 
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trigger major crises and displace millions and millions of people. The regions we should watch 
most closely are South Asia and the Sahel, where climate vulnerability and rapid population 
growth mean the number of people affected could rise dramatically.” 
 
Fahimi said South Asia stands out because it depends on both vulnerable water supplies and 
global food markets. Food prices have already risen significantly over the past decades. “South 
Asia, with a population of around 2 billion, is highly dependent on imports,” he added. Those 
imports include wheat, maize, and palm oil from countries including Russia, Ukraine, Canada, 
and Malaysia. 
 
At the same time, local agriculture is increasingly threatened by heat waves, floods, declining 
land productivity, and saltwater intrusion from rising sea levels.  
 
As well as the immediate human toll, events such as the devastating floods that struck Nepal in 
August 2026 offer a glimpse of the long-term challenges that could become more common in 
the future. “The Himalayas and the Hindu Kush mountain ranges supply most of the water for 
agriculture and drinking water in the region,” Fahimi said. “Because of climate change, the 
glaciers and snow are melting very fast.” 
 
In the short term, meltwater could increase water availability. But later in the century, he warned, 
the region could face “a huge humanitarian crisis that could affect around 2 billion people.” 
 
As food insecurity deepens, the social and political consequences can multiply. “When resource 
scarcities or the impacts of climate change force people to look for other livelihood 
opportunities, sometimes they end up being hired by terrorist groups,” said Fahimi, who cited 
examples from Nigeria and Afghanistan. 
 
In other cases, public frustration is directed at governments if they fail to mitigate the effects on 
people’s livelihoods. Their legitimacy is questioned, and this can escalate into violent conflict. 
 
That echoes Mueller’s broader conclusion. Climate change, wars, and trade disruptions do not 
automatically lead to conflict. But climate adaptation cannot just be about growing different 
crops or using new technologies. People and societies also need to adapt to changes in who 
has access to land, water and jobs. 
 
The key question is whether societies have institutions that can manage these changes. Where 
governments, courts, and local institutions can help communities negotiate new realities, shocks 
may be absorbed. Where those institutions are weak, the pressure on food systems may 
become a pressure on peace itself. /dl 
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Walang pasok: Class suspensions on Wednesday, Sept. 9 
By: Holly Bacay 
 
MANILA, Philippines — Face-to-face classes in parts of Luzon are suspended on Wednesday, 
September 9, due to the continued effects of the southwest monsoon or “habagat.” 
 
Below are the following areas with suspended face-to-face classes on Wednesday 
 
Quezon City – no face to face classes; all levels; public and private; shift to alternative modes of 
learning 
 
Caloocan City – no face to face classes; all levels; public and private; shift to alternative modes 
of learning 
 
Pampanga 
 

●​ San Simon – no face-to-face classes; all levels; public and private (except Concepcion 
Integrated School); until Friday, Sept. 11 

●​ Sto. Tomas – no face-to-face classes; all levels; public and private; until Saturday, Sept. 
12 

●​ Angeles – no face-to-face classes; all levels; public and private; shift to alternative 
modes of learning 

●​ Masantol – no face-to-face classes; all levels; public and private; until Sept. 10 
●​ Benguet 
●​  
●​ Kibungan – no face-to-face classes for daycare; until Sept. 10 

 
Pangasinan 
 

●​ Mangaldan – no face-to-face classes for public schools; all levels 
 
The Philippine Atmospheric, Geophysical and Astronomical Services Administration earlier said 
in a weather advisory that the southwest monsoon may continue to bring heavy rains to Luzon 
and Visayas on Wednesday.  /gsg /das/dp 
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THE GREEN POST  
 
FAO Training Strengthens Sustainable Rangeland Management and Climate Resilience in 
Balochistan 
 
QUETTA, September 8, 2026: The Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations 
(FAO), under a European Union-funded project, has conducted a five-day technical training 
aimed at strengthening sustainable rangeland management and climate resilience in 
Balochistan. 
 
The training on “Sustainable Rangeland Management and Earth Observation-Based Decision 
Support Systems” was organized in Quetta under the project “Post-Floods Resilient Recovery 
and Strengthening of the Livestock Sector in Balochistan.” 
 
Drawing on FAO expertise in rangeland management, climate resilience and geospatial 
technologies, the training focused on strengthening the capacity of government departments 
and other stakeholders to monitor, manage and protect Balochistan’s extensive rangeland 
ecosystems. 
 
25 Professionals Receive Technical Training 
 
The five-day programme brought together 25 technical professionals, including 11 participants 
from the  Forest & Wildlife Department, seven from the Livestock Department, two 
representatives from the University of Balochistan and five FAO staff members. 
 
Participants represented project districts including Zhob, Khuzdar, Loralai, Pishin, Lasbela and 
Jaffarabad. 
 
The training provided participants with practical experience in using Earth Observation, 
Geographic Information Systems (GIS), climate monitoring and rangeland assessment tools. 
 
Using Technology to Protect Rangelands 
 
A key component of the training was the application of geospatial and Earth Observation 
technologies to improve rangeland management and decision-making. 
 
Participants learned how these tools can be used to estimate forage availability, assess grazing 
pressure and monitor drought conditions. They also explored methods for mapping water 
availability and accessibility, enabling authorities to make more informed decisions concerning 
livestock and rangeland management. 
 
The use of such technologies can help provide timely information on changing environmental 
conditions and support more targeted interventions in vulnerable rangeland areas. 
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Strengthening Climate Resilience and Rural LivelihoodsGet Weather Alerts 
 
Balochistan’s rangelands play an important role in supporting livestock production and the 
livelihoods of pastoral and livestock-dependent communities. Sustainable management of these 
ecosystems is therefore critical for maintaining forage resources, protecting biodiversity and 
strengthening resilience to drought and other climate-related pressures. 
 
The initiative also seeks to strengthen institutional coordination by bringing together the Forest 
& Wildlife Department, Livestock Department, academia and FAO. 
 
Through improved technical capacity, evidence-based planning and greater collaboration among 
key institutions, the training is expected to contribute to healthier and more resilient rangeland 
ecosystems, improved livestock productivity and stronger livelihoods for communities dependent 
on livestock and pastoral activities across Balochistan. 
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THE GUARDIAN  
 
Nepal says big polluters must ‘wake up’ as it calls for climate compensation over flood 
disaster 
By: Hannah Ellis-Petersen 
 
Foreign minister Shisir Khanal tells the Guardian the world’s biggest economies need to help 
Nepal, which contributes less than 0.1% of global greenhouse gas emissions 
 
Nepal is demanding $20m in climate compensation for the recent devastating floods, as a 
senior minister called on the world’s most polluting countries to “wake up” and accept shared 
responsibility for a disaster that led to the death or disappearance of more than 6,000 people. 
 
Scientists believe the climate crisis had a role to play in the floods, which were triggered when a 
melting glacier partially collapsed and set off a deadly landslide and flash flooding through 
Chinese-controlled Tibet and Nepal in late August. So far, more than 1,300 are confirmed dead 
and more than 5,500 still missing, with hopes of their survival diminished after 12 days of rescue 
operations. 
 
Speaking to the Guardian, Nepal’s foreign minister, Shisir Khanal, was forthright in his call for 
climate justice and said it was imperative the world’s biggest economies stepped up to help 
Nepal recover and rebuild after the catastrophic floods. 
 
Nepal contributes less than 0.1% of global greenhouse gas emissions, while its neighbours 
India and China are among the world’s biggest emitters. The mountains of the Himalayas – 
which span across India, China, Nepal and Bhutan – have been warming at a rate nearly 50% 
faster than the global average. 
 
In 2023, the UN said Nepal’s mountains had lost close to a third of their ice in just over 30 years 
due to global heating. 
 
Khanal emphasised that the recent disaster was far more extreme than any flooding regularly 
seen during the monsoon season, and said the magnitude of damage was on par with the 2015 
earthquake that left much of the country in ruins. 
 
“This felt like a tsunami that was coming from the Himalayas,” he said. “We experienced waves 
as high as 60, 70 feet, which were mixed with debris, mud, stones, rocks, and came at the 
speed of almost 180km per hour. Towns, villages and highways were completely wiped out and 
there are some areas still disconnected.” 
 
Khanal confirmed that Nepal’s ministry of finance and ministry of environment had written a joint 
letter to the UN’s fund for responding to loss and damage – which was set up in 2022 in line with 
the Paris climate agreement – to request $20m in climate-related damages. 
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“We have contributed so little to climate change,” he said. “It is imperative for those in the global 
community who benefit from larger, much more polluting economies, and whose historical 
contribution to greenhouse gases is much bigger than ours, to accept a shared responsibility. 
This affects all of humanity.” 
 
For Nepal, the disaster was particularly worrying because it was “one of the strongest warning 
signals that we’ve experienced of what’s to come”, he said. 
 
“The global community should not see this as one-off disaster; it should be viewed in the context 
of the changing climate in the Himalayas,” he said. “We know it is going to be a recurring 
scenario that more and more communities, not just in Nepal but around the world, will have to 
face.” 
 
Khanal acknowledged that the compensation amount Nepal has requested from the UN was 
“obviously not nearly enough to cover the damage that we have sustained”. According to some 
estimates, the total damage caused by the floods will be upwards of $5bn, though Khanal said it 
could be even higher. 
 
Upwards of 20,000 homes will probably have to be rebuilt, as well as the main highway. Villages 
built in vulnerable areas along the river, some of which washed away entirely, may have to be 
relocated to higher, safer ground. 
 
While Khanal initially singled out India and China as countries that should step in to help – while 
avoiding mention of the US, which is the world’s biggest polluter – he rowed back on those 
comments, saying: “It is not just about shifting the blame to one or the other country, it’s about 
us all working together.” 
 
He emphasised that the compensation demand was also meant to act as a “wake-up call for the 
global community to establish a more robust mechanism to help vulnerable and small 
economies like Nepal”. 
 
The UN has admitted the loss and damage fund is already facing a “significant financing gap”. 
The fund has already received requests totalling $2.8bn from about 119 countries, but so far 
only around $400m has been given by the international community. The US has given just 
$17m, after Donald Trump withdrew from the Paris agreement. 
 
Khanal acknowledged there were “political challenges” in getting Nepal the climate 
compensation it was demanding. 
 
“Yes there always will be people who may not agree to our perspective or deny there is climate 
change, but there are also people who deny that the Earth is round,” he said bluntly. 
 
He emphasised the importance of funds being made available not just for immediate disaster 
response but also for preparedness and mitigation for climate-related risk. 
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Khanal rebuffed allegations that China had failed to give an adequate warning or share data 
with Nepal about the impending floods. He said he was in discussion with China about 
enhancing coordination and data sharing for the Himalayan region. 
 
“With the benefit of hindsight, we can now see that this glacier was fragile and had been 
receding in the past six months,” he said. 
 
“But before the floods hit, there was no knowledge on our part, or on the part of Chinese 
scientists, that this particular collapse was imminent. I do not believe any of us had any idea of 
the threat until it happened.” 
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THE MANILA TIMES 
 
Have we lost the fight against climate change? 
 
IT is a journalistic principle that the answer to a headline written in the form of a question is 
almost always “no,” but in this case, the answer, sadly, may very well be “yes.” That is the 
impression, at least, left by a new report released last week by the United Nations Environment 
Program (UNEP), which concluded that the world now has no chance of keeping global 
warming below 1.5 degrees Celsius over pre-industrial levels, and that this “climate overshoot” 
threshold will be reached within the next few years. 
 
Originally planned for publication in June, the UNEP report, titled “Limiting Overshoot,” was 
released on Sept. 2, and it presents a grim picture. It suggests that the 1.5 C limit will be passed 
before 2030, and that the best-case scenario, which will only be achievable through massive, 
coordinated climate mitigation efforts across the globe, will see global average temperatures 
rise to about 1.8 C above pre-industrial levels. All of the other scenarios analyzed by the report 
put the temperature rise well over 2 C. 
 
The reason the 1.5 C “red line” has been emphasized is that beyond that temperature increase, 
severe impacts from global warming will be felt in different parts of the world. Altered weather 
patterns will lead to droughts and heat waves in some places, more severe storms in others, 
ocean acidification and coral die-off that will profoundly affect food supplies and sea level rise. 
That temperature level also increases the risk of some climate “tipping points” being reached to 
near-certainty, such as massive melting of polar ice and continental glaciers. 
 
In reality, the planet has already crossed the 1.5 C threshold, and that probably happened in 
2024. The report simply predicts it happening “within the next couple of years” because climate 
science tends to measure such things as an average over a longer period of 10 to 20 years or 
more. And of course, there is also a bit of a political aspect to it; admitting that the target set by 
the 2015 Paris Agreement is beyond reach risks the world reacting with apathy rather than 
action to limit man-made climate change as much as possible. Finding a way to craft a “don’t 
give up” message was likely the reason the UNEP report was delayed by a couple of months. 
 
In fact, a “call to apathy, rather than a call to arms” is exactly how the UNEP report was 
characterized by the international NGO Climate Analytics, which is led by a former lead author 
of the UN’s Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) annual climate assessments. 
“Although UNEP does a good job of describing the hole we’ve dug ourselves into, it does a poor 
job of showing us that there is a way out, and ultimately the report’s neglect of some 
fundamentally important mitigation analysis risks turning it into a call to apathy rather than a call 
to arms,” the group said. 
 
While the report does set forth a plan that it dubs the “overshoot, peak and decline” pathway, 
Climate Analytics criticized it for only making a passing reference to the need to phase out the 
use of fossil fuels, and its avoidance of calling out governments for missing their targets for 
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greenhouse gas emissions reductions under the 2015 Paris Agreement. Climate Analytics also 
took issue with the UNEP report’s emphasis on what the report calls “transformational 
adaptation” — in other words, focusing on helping people learn to live with climate change more 
than trying to prevent climate change from upending their way of life — and its failure to address 
the need for compensation for climate-induced losses and damage to affected populations. 
 
The formula presented by the UNEP report for addressing the climate situation in such a way as 
to limit it to “a very bad situation that we can adapt to now and will gradually improve in the 
future,” instead of “an extinction-level catastrophe” is meant to be encouraging, but it is anything 
but. The prescription is an immediate elimination of fossil fuels within the next few years, and 
massive investment in carbon-removal technology, whether that is man-made technology or 
reforestation on a vast scale. Doing these would ensure that the temperature rise would hit a 
peak, and then decline, possibly enough to fall back below the dreaded 1.5 C level by the end of 
the century. 
 
It can be done, and it must be done. Unfortunately, the experience of the world’s failure to meet 
even more modest climate action objectives over the past decade does not give us much hope 
that it will be done. 
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CCC IN THE NEWS: 
 
DAILY TRIBUNE 
 
CCC seeks to strengthen climate spending tracking 
 
The Climate Change Commission (CCC) is pursuing measures to strengthen the National 
Climate Change Expenditure Tagging (NCCET) system after an assessment identified 
challenges in tracking and monitoring climate-related government spending. 
 
The CCC, with support from the University of the Philippines National College of Public 
Administration and Governance, is reviewing measures to improve the system, including clearer 
guidelines, streamlined processes and stronger mechanisms for tracking climate results and 
budget use. 
 
The assessment also cited gaps in institutional capacity, climate expenditure attribution, audit 
guidelines and the integration of NCCET into budget deliberations. 
 
CCC Vice Chairperson and Executive Director Robert E.A. Borje said improving the NCCET is 
crucial to ensuring that climate-related public investments are properly tracked and produce 
meaningful results. 
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THE GREEN POST  
 
Philippines Moves to Strengthen Climate Expenditure Tracking and Accountability 
 
QUEZON CITY, Philippines, September 7, 2026: The Climate Change Commission (CCC) is 
taking steps to strengthen the country’s National Climate Change Expenditure Tagging (NCCET) 
system after an assessment identified key challenges and opportunities to improve the tracking 
and monitoring of government spending on climate-related initiatives. 
 
The NCCET Impact Assessment examined existing processes, institutional arrangements and 
the experiences of government personnel involved in climate expenditure tagging. Its findings 
are expected to guide reforms aimed at addressing implementation gaps and improving the 
effectiveness and sustainability of the system.Atmospheric Science 
 
The NCCET functions as a public financial management tool that enables national government 
institutions to track, monitor and report expenditures related to climate change. As climate 
considerations become increasingly integrated into government planning and budgeting, the 
system has helped make climate investments more visible while strengthening transparency 
and accountability in climate finance. 
 
The CCC, with support from the University of the Philippines National College of Public 
Administration and Governance (UP-NCPAG), recently convened discussions to validate the 
assessment findings and identify practical, evidence-based measures to improve NCCET 
implementation. 
 
The assessment identified several challenges, including the concentration of NCCET knowledge 
and responsibilities among a limited number of government personnel, uncertainty over 
determining climate relevance and expenditure attribution, and the absence of an integrated 
platform for NCCET submission and review. 
 
Other concerns included the lack of a standardized mechanism for tracking climate-related 
results, limited perceived influence of NCCET information on budget deliberations, and gaps in 
awareness and application of audit guidelines. 
 
To address these issues, the assessment recommended establishing minimum institutional 
requirements, developing more detailed and context-specific guidance on climate expenditure 
tagging and attribution, and streamlining administrative procedures. 
 
It also called for climate indicators to be integrated into planning, monitoring and evaluation 
frameworks, stronger mechanisms for budget traceability, and a review and clarification of 
climate expenditure audit guidelines. Strengthening institutional support for agencies 
implementing the NCCET, including the capacity of the NCCET Helpdesk, was also identified as 
important.Atmospheric Science 
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CCC Vice Chairperson and Executive Director Robert E.A. Borje emphasized the need for 
continuous improvement of the NCCET to ensure that climate-related public investments are 
properly tracked and ultimately deliver measurable results. 
 
“Enhancing the NCCET is essential to strengthening how government plans, tracks, and 
accounts for climate-related investments,” Borje said. He added that continued assessment and 
improvement could help build a more robust, transparent and responsive climate expenditure 
framework capable of supporting effective climate action. 
 
Engr. Aimee Evangelista, Senior Science Research Specialist of the CCC’s Implementation 
Oversight Division, likewise stressed that improving the NCCET is an ongoing process. 
 
“Improvement of the NCCET is an ongoing process. Everything that we discussed here would 
be used to improve the NCCET,” Evangelista said. 
 
Dr. Kristoffer Berse, Dean of UP-NCPAG, said the assessment provided a broader picture of 
both the achievements and remaining gaps in the national climate expenditure planning system. 
 
The assessment reviewed how climate expenditure planning and tagging are implemented 
across government, including institutional arrangements, administrative processes and the 
experiences of personnel responsible for implementation. 
 
The findings and subsequent discussions are expected to support the CCC’s continuing efforts 
to improve climate-responsive public financial management. 
 
By strengthening the NCCET, the Philippines aims to establish a more transparent, accountable 
and effective framework for tracking government climate spending and ensuring that 
climate-related investments translate into meaningful and measurable outcomes for climate 
resilience and action.Atmospheric Science 
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