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●​ Flood-ravaged Nepal calls for climate justice 
 
AL JAZEERA 
 
Why Nepal is demanding climate justice and compensation after deadly floods 
By: Priyanka Shankar 
 
Nepal's politicians have said the country is bearing the brunt for climate change caused by other 
nations. 
 
CLIMATE AND CLEAN AIR COALITION 
 
Republic of Korea and CCAC bring climate and clean air communities together at Seoul 
forum 
 
More than 170 participants gathered in Seoul for a Republic of Korea–CCAC forum exploring 
the economic case for tackling climate change and air pollution together, practical solutions, and 
opportunities for stronger regional and international cooperation. 
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DAVAO TODAY 
 
Davao air quality turns ‘very unhealthy’ amid Indonesia haze 
By: Ian Peter C. Guanzon 
 
DAVAO CITY, Philippines — Air quality in parts of Davao Region has deteriorated to “very 
unhealthy” levels for PM2.5, according to the latest monitoring data released by the 
Environmental Management Bureau EMB in Davao Region on today, Sept. 8. 
 
MINDANEWS 
 
Haze, air quality worsens in Davao City 
By:  Yas D. Ocampo 
 
DAVAO CITY (MindaNews / 7 September 2026)—Davao City’s air quality index (AQI) has 
spiked as of 12 noon of September 7, according to a post by the Environmental Management 
Bureau (EMB) of the Department of Science and Technology. Mindanaonews subscription 
 
NEW CIVIL ENGINEER 
 
ICE urges ministers to commission independent economic review on prioritising climate 
adaptation 
By: Thomas Johnson 
 
The Institution of Civil Engineers (ICE) has called on the UK government to commission an 
independent economic review into climate adaptation, arguing that a new assessment of the 
costs and benefits of preparing infrastructure for climate change is needed. 
 
PHILIPPINE INFORMATION AGENCY 
 
DENR-EMB urges public to heed precautionary measures against haze   
By: Niña Jonalyn B. Gambe-Diamante 
 
BUTUAN CITY (PIA) — The Department of Environment and Natural Resources–Environmental 
Management Bureau (DENR-EMB) Caraga has urged residents to strictly observe 
precautionary measures as haze continues to affect the region.  
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PHILIPPINE NEWS AGENCY 
 
'Habagat' to bring rains in Luzon, Visayas on Thursday 
 
MANILA – The southwest monsoon (habagat) will continue to bring rains over parts of Luzon 
and the Visayas, the Philippine Atmospheric, Geophysical and Astronomical Services 
Administration (PAGASA) said Thursday. 
 
‘Habagat’, trough of Krovanh to dampen Luzon, parts of Visayas 
By: Ma. Cristina Arayata 
 
MANILA – A huge part of the country will experience rains caused by the prevailing southwest 
monsoon or habagat, and the trough of Tropical Depression Krovanh (formerly Pilandok), the 
weather bureau said Wednesday. 
 
Palace vows intensified measures for El Niño, climate change 
By: Ruth Abbey Gita-Carlos 
 
MANILA – Malacañang on Wednesday assured the public that the government is ramping up its 
response efforts as the country braces for the possible effects of a strong El Niño phenomenon. 
 
SDG  KNOLWLEDGE HUB 
 
UN Report Reveals Benefits of Joint Action on Climate Change, Air Pollution 
 
The UN Environment Programme (UNEP) and the Climate and Clean Air Coalition (CCAC) 
published the first comprehensive global economic assessment of integrated action on climate 
change and air pollution. The report analyzes 25 solutions across energy and fossil fuel 
systems, industry, transport, agriculture and food systems, residential cooking and heating, and 
waste management that address climate change and air pollution in tandem. It concludes that 
every USD 1 invested in integrated action can generate around USD 15 in economic benefits. 
 
SUNSTAR 
 
Air quality fluctuates amid ongoing haze 
By: Denise Mae P. Codis and Cherry Ann Virador 
 
AIR quality in Metro Cebu continues to fluctuate as smoke and fine particulate matter from 
ongoing forest fires in Indonesia are carried by prevailing winds toward the Philippines. 
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WATER MAGAZINE 
 
The Environmental Audit Committee will question the Climate Change Committee (CCC) 
today on the UK’s progress towards reducing greenhouse gas emissions, with climate 
resilience and the implications for infrastructure among the wider issues facing 
policymakers. 
 
Emma Pinchbeck, Chief Executive of the CCC, and Dr Eoin Devane, acting director for net zero, 
are due to give evidence to MPs at 2.30pm. 
 
UN NEWS 
 
Flood-ravaged Nepal calls for climate justice 
 
“The devastation Nepal has experienced is an extraordinary, stark illustration of the losses and 
damages that climate-vulnerable countries are increasingly facing,” UN Resident Coordinator for 
Nepal, Lila Pieters Yahia, told reporters by video link at UN Headquarters. 
 

Information and Knowledge Management Division 
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AL JAZEERA 
 
Why Nepal is demanding climate justice and compensation after deadly floods 
By: Priyanka Shankar 
 
Nepal's politicians have said the country is bearing the brunt for climate change caused by other 
nations. 
 
Nepal is demanding “climate justice” and $20m in compensation after the recent devastating 
floods in the country and China’s Tibet region, which led to the deaths and disappearances of 
thousands of people. 
 
The catastrophe, which scientists say was caused by the effects of climate change, was 
triggered when part of a mountain glacier collapsed and a torrent of water and mud flooded 
down into Nepal’s Rasuwa and Nuwakot regions, as well as into China’s Tibet region on August 
26. More than 1,300 people have been confirmed dead and more than 5,000 remain missing. 
 
“We are paying the ultimate price for a global crisis we did not create,” Nepal’s Foreign Minister 
Shisir Khanal said last week. 
 
“Support for Nepal should not be seen from an angle of aid or charity, but should be seen from 
the perspective of climate justice,” he told the AFP news agency. 
 
On Monday, the country’s President Ramchandra Paudel made a similar demand during an 
address to the nation. 
 
“I make a heartfelt appeal to the international community not only to listen to the voices of 
ecologically vulnerable countries, including Nepal, but also to take concrete and effective steps 
to ensure climate justice for them,” he said. 
 
Nepal’s Ministry of Finance and Ministry of Environment have written a joint letter to the United 
Nations, which set up a fund to respond to loss and damage caused by climate change in 2022 
in line with the 2015 Paris Agreement on climate, with a request for $20m in damages. 
 
The UN’s Loss and Damage Fund is, however, facing a $2.8bn funding gap as it prepares to 
approve its first climate recovery projects. 
 
‘Collective frustration’ 
Nepal’s leaders may have a point. 
 
Nepal contributes less than 0.1 percent of global greenhouse gas emissions and generates 
most of its electricity from renewable sources of energy. Yet its geographical location in the 
Himalayas makes it particularly vulnerable to severe climate and weather events. 
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Last month’s catastrophic flooding in the country comes against a backdrop of rapid global 
warming and glacial loss across the Himalayas. 
 
Glaciers across the Hindu Kush Himalaya mountain range – which spans Afghanistan, 
Bangladesh, Bhutan, China, India, Myanmar, Nepal and Pakistan – lost ice 65 percent faster 
between 2011 and 2020 than during the previous decade. 
 
Nepal’s glaciers, which are sandwiched between two major carbon emitters – India and China – 
have lost close to one-third of their ice volume in roughly three decades due to global warming, 
the United Nations said in 2023. 
 
Tanuja Pandey, a Nepal-based climate activist and lawyer, said there is collective frustration 
behind Nepal’s demand for climate justice. 
 
“People here feel the world often pays attention to Nepal only when a climate disaster becomes 
impossible to ignore. It is deeply painful to people here that global attention intensifies when 
headlines report thousands of people dead or missing and in the end, their suffering does not 
generate any urgency to fight climate change,” she told Al Jazeera. 
 
Shreya KC, a 28-year-old Nepali climate activist, said there is profound anger and sadness 
among people in Nepal who say that they must no longer continue to suffer the impact of 
climate change, which, as they see it, other countries are responsible for. 
 
“My hometown is in Solukhumbu in eastern Nepal,” the activist told Al Jazeera. “It is a district of 
mountains and is also home to the world’s highest mountain, Mount Everest, and my home is 
also downstream. After the glacial collapse happened two weeks ago, people in my region have 
realised that this can now happen anywhere in Nepal since the Himalayas are warming and 
glaciers are melting faster.” 
 
While Nepal has been actively fighting climate change, Shreya KC said she herself has been 
involved in projects in the country that focus on clean hydropower generation, forestry and other 
such climate advocacy programmes. 
 
“Because of other countries,” she said, “today Nepalis are the ones most impacted by climate 
change. So people want justice.” 
 
Is there such a thing as ‘climate justice’? 
 
According to preliminary estimates from Nepal’s National Disaster Risk Reduction and 
Management Authority, the country’s property, housing and infrastructure losses in the floods 
amount to some $2.56bn. 
 

 
6 



 

But claiming compensation under a notion of “climate justice” won’t be straightforward, 
according to Joyeeta Gupta, a professor of Environment and Development in the Global South 
at the University of Amsterdam. 
 
According to the United Nations, “‘climate justice’ is the moral and ethical principle that seeks to 
address the disproportionate impact of climate change on vulnerable communities and future 
generations”. 
 
“I define it as a system of justice where others’ perspectives are taken into account, and no 
harm is caused to others,” Gupta told Al Jazeera. 
 
Nepal is a country that has very low emissions, she said, but is facing the brunt of climate issues 
which it never created. “That is reason enough for Nepal to claim climate justice,” she noted. 
 
But, practically speaking, can it? In the pre-1990 period, there was a lot of discussion among 
nations about the need for large emitters to compensate those that would be harmed, Gupta 
noted. But soon after that, the term “compensation” disappeared from the agenda of 
international climate treaties, which turned more to discussions about providing assistance to 
developing countries that need to tackle climate change instead. 
 
In a July 2025 advisory opinion on climate change, the International Court of Justice (ICJ) 
declared that “all nations have binding legal duties under international law to prevent significant 
climate harm”. 
 
The ICJ’s advisory opinion on climate change also says that states breaching their international 
climate obligations can be required to make full reparations, including financial compensation to 
“injured states” or countries impacted by climate change caused by the actions of other 
countries. 
 
While the ICJ’s opinion is not legally binding, Gupta said, it is a statement in international law 
that could support Nepal’s government’s international appeal for climate justice and 
compensation. 
 
‘No climate justice without internal justice’ 
 
Nepal’s rapper-turned-prime minister, Balendra Shah, is scheduled to travel to New York on 
September 22 to address the 81st session of the United Nations General Assembly (UNGA) on 
September 24. His country’s appeal for climate justice is expected to be a key part of his 
address. 
 
For climate activist Shreya KC, while UN meetings and international conferences on climate 
change may hold some weight when it comes to discussing climate disasters, right now, what 
Nepal needs is money. 
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“So much of our money allotted for healthcare, education and to transition into a more 
developed nation is now being spent on fighting climate change. So countries who are causing 
emissions, especially from the global north, need to commit more money to the UN’s Loss and 
Damage Fund,” she said, adding that money from that fund should be disbursed to vulnerable 
communities in need, not as a loan but as compensation for bearing the brunt of climate 
change. 
 
Pandey noted that this is not the first time a climate disaster has occurred in Nepal and said that 
the new government, which came into power in March this year on the back of Nepal’s Gen Z 
protests last year, has also failed to make climate a priority in its budget. 
 
While it is a good sign that Nepali politicians are appealing for international climate justice, she 
said, they also need to address the country’s internal development model to fight climate 
change in the first place. 
 
“There is no climate justice without internal justice within the country itself,” she said. 
 
“I hope that even in our development, partners and investors stop treating climate resilience as 
an optional addition to development in Nepal just because we are economically vulnerable. 
 
“Investing in Nepal without investing in sustainability is simply a bad investment.” 
 
On Monday, Nepal declared a national day of mourning to remember the more than 1,300 
people who are known to have died in last month’s catastrophic floods. Thousands more are still 
missing. 
 
The country’s President Paudel used the opportunity to call on people to unite. 
 
“This is not a time for division. Nor is it a time to blame one another or become entangled in 
political disputes and confrontation,” he said. 
 
“This is a time to demonstrate national unity and solidarity. It is also a time for reconstruction, 
rehabilitation and economic recovery.” 
 
But Gupta says Nepal’s biggest challenge right now is establishing a precedent for 
compensation for climate change-related disasters. 
 
“It was recently a glacial collapse in the country, but soon, it will become a bigger issue as time 
goes on because the monsoon patterns will change, the sea level will rise,” she said. 
 
As many other developing countries – notably island states that face being submerged 
altogether – are also likely facing similar climate change challenges, the damage could become 
huge. 
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“That is going to be a very big reason why many rich countries will probably be unwilling to pay 
compensation, because that would set a precedent for future issues,” Gupta said. 
 
“But the issues countries like Nepal are facing are a very strong argument to try and convince 
the whole world to accelerate action to phase out fossil fuels and fight climate change.” 
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CLIMATE AND CLEAN AIR COALITION 
 
Republic of Korea and CCAC bring climate and clean air communities together at Seoul 
forum 
 
More than 170 participants gathered in Seoul for a Republic of Korea–CCAC forum exploring 
the economic case for tackling climate change and air pollution together, practical solutions, and 
opportunities for stronger regional and international cooperation. 
 
The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Korea and the Climate and Clean Air Coalition 
(CCAC) jointly hosted the 6th International Forum on Transboundary Air Pollution in Seoul on 8 
September, bringing together government representatives, international organisations, 
development institutions, researchers and clean-air practitioners. Read more on Korea’s 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs website. 
 
Held as part of celebrations around the International Day of Clean Air for blue skies, the Forum 
built on Korea’s long-standing international leadership on clean air. Korea led the establishment 
of the International Day through a UN General Assembly resolution adopted in 2019. 
 
The forum focused on two questions: how to make the economic case for integrated climate and 
clean-air action, and how stronger regional and global cooperation can accelerate 
implementation. 
 
Opening the Forum, Jongho Kyun, Ambassador and Deputy Minister for Climate Change at the 
Republic of Korea’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs, highlighted the progress made since the 
International Day was established and the continuing need for international cooperation to 
improve air quality. Lottie Cantle, Special Advisor, Office of the Chief Scientific Advisor at UK 
DESNZ, representing the UK in its role as CCAC Co-Chair, also delivered opening remarks, 
while Noer Adi Wardojo, Acting Deputy Minister for Environmental Pollution and Degradation 
Control of Indonesia, also spoke to the importance of integrated clean air and climate action. 
 
The economic case for acting together 
 
The first session focused on the economic case for addressing climate change and air pollution 
together. 
 
The CCAC Secretariat presented key findings from its newly released global assessment, 
Hidden assets: The economic and health case for climate and clean air action. Published by 
UNEP and CCAC on 7 September, the assessment finds that every US$1 invested in integrated 
climate and clean-air action can generate around US$15 in economic benefits. It assesses 25 
proven measures across energy, industry, transport, agriculture, cooking and waste. 
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The assessment also finds that many of the biggest barriers to faster action are not 
technological: stronger institutions, coordination, policy and finance can bring implementation 
forward significantly and unlock benefits more quickly. 
 
The session brought this economic evidence together with practical perspectives from the UN 
Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP) on data and digital 
technology, the Asian Development Bank’s Korea Climate Technology Hub on investment in 
technology solutions, and the Institute for Global Environmental Strategies (IGES) on 
overcoming implementation barriers. 
 
From evidence to practical clean-air action 
 
A second session turned to regional and global cooperation and the tools countries and cities 
can use to improve air quality. 
 
CCAC presented the Air Quality Management Exchange Platform (AQMx), including its newly 
completed step-by-step guidance for air-quality managers. AQMx brings together trusted tools, 
data and practical guidance to help governments move from establishing the basic foundations 
for air-quality management through to sustained implementation. 
 
The discussion also brought together Clean Air Asia, CityNet, the World Health Organization 
Asia-Pacific Centre for Environment and Health, and the Korea International Cooperation 
Agency (KOICA). Speakers shared experience on regional cooperation, city action, health, 
development cooperation and practical approaches for improving air quality across Asia and the 
Pacific. 
 
Participants emphasised the value of addressing climate change and air pollution together 
rather than through separate policy tracks, and the importance of using sound science and data 
to design effective policy. Korea’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs similarly highlighted the potential for 
stronger international and regional cooperation to turn this evidence into practical action. 
 
Building on Korea’s clean-air leadership 
The Forum builds on Korea’s role in putting clean air on the international agenda and on its 
wider regional cooperation on air pollution. 
 
It also provided an opportunity to connect that clean-air leadership more directly with the 
growing international focus on the pollutants and sectors that drive both near-term warming and 
poor air quality. 
 
As countries look to accelerate action on both climate change and air pollution, closer 
cooperation between the climate and clean-air communities can help turn growing economic 
and scientific evidence into policy and practical action. The Forum in Seoul showed how 
bringing these communities together can support faster progress across the region and beyond. 
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DAVAO TODAY 
 
Davao air quality turns ‘very unhealthy’ amid Indonesia haze 
By: Ian Peter C. Guanzon 
 
DAVAO CITY, Philippines — Air quality in parts of Davao Region has deteriorated to “very 
unhealthy” levels for PM2.5, according to the latest monitoring data released by the 
Environmental Management Bureau EMB in Davao Region on today, Sept. 8. 
 
In its 12 noon air quality update, Calinan and Digos stations recorded “very unhealthy” levels for 
PM2.5, although both stations remained “fair” for PM10.  
 
The agency said an increase in PM2.5 concentrations was recorded during the monitoring 
period and may be attributed to the ongoing transboundary haze originating from Indonesia. 
 
PM2.5 levels rise 
 
Miralou Blanco, chief of DENR XI’s Environmental Monitoring and Enforcement Division, said 
during a news conference Monday, Sept. 7, that PM2.5 is a fine particulate matter that can enter 
the respiratory system. 
 
She said “children, senior citizens, and those with respiratory illnesses” are among those who 
need to take greater precautions amid elevated PM2.5 levels. 
 
Blanco advised vulnerable individuals to wear an N95 or appropriate mask when going outside 
and avoid unnecessary outdoor activities.  
 
“If nabati nila [nga] medyo aggravated na ang ilahang [gibati], better to consult,” Blanco said. 
 
(If they feel that their condition has become aggravated, it is better to consult a doctor.) 
 
The latest EMB data showed that the PM2.5 readings have since reached the “very unhealthy” 
category, a deviation from the stations’ usual trend of generally “fair” air quality. 
 
Indonesia fires remain a concern 
 
Blanco said the persistence of the forest fires in Indonesia could affect Davao’s air quality 
further. 
 
“If magpadayon ang forest fires sa Indonesia, there is a possibility nga magpadayon pud ang 
presence sa PM2.5,” she said. 
 
(If the forest fires in Indonesia continue, there is a possibility that the presence of PM2.5 will 
also continue.) 
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She said air quality could eventually move into higher-risk categories if the situation persists, 
although conditions could improve once the smoke disperses. 
 
Blanco also clarified that PM2.5 cannot be seen by the naked eye, meaning visible haze or 
morning mist cannot automatically be attributed to the transboundary haze. 
 
“We don’t want to do public scare,” Blanco said. “Gusto nato nga ipasabot sa ilaha what is 
happening and how affected pud sila and what they could do.” 
 
(We don’t want to cause public panic. We want them to understand what is happening, how they 
are affected, and what they can do.) 
 
EMB XI advised members of sensitive groups and individuals with heart and respiratory 
illnesses, including asthma, to stay indoors and rest as much as possible, while also urging the 
public to avoid unnecessary travel and minimize vehicle use to reduce additional emissions.  
 
The agency said it will continue regular ambient air-quality monitoring and release updates as 
conditions change. (davaotoday.com) 
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MINDANEWS 
 
Haze, air quality worsens in Davao City 
By:  Yas D. Ocampo 
 
DAVAO CITY (MindaNews / 7 September 2026)—Davao City’s air quality index (AQI) has 
spiked as of 12 noon of September 7, according to a post by the Environmental Management 
Bureau (EMB) of the Department of Science and Technology 
 
In a post dated September 7, the EMB said findings from its Continuous Ambient Air Quality 
Monitoring System (CAAQMS) in Calinan recorded an AQI for the city as ‘Very Unhealthy 
Status.’ 
 
The EMB’s equipment, located in Calinan National High School, found that PM2.5 levels 
reached 157.08 AQI as of 12 noon on September 7. 
 
The EMB said the haze, which is currently enveloping portions of Mindanao and the rest of the 
Philippines, had spiked, compared to the usual Fair or Good. 
 
Fires in Kalimantan, Indonesia are producing what scientists call a transboundary haze that 
bring smoke to other countries through prevailing winds. 
 
Meanwhile, the PM10 findings for the same day are currently at 94.2 (or FAIR). 
AtmosphericScience 
 
AQI readings from September 3 were around fair to Unhealthy for Sensitive Groups, according 
to the EMB. 
 
A Very Unhealthy range (between 151 to 200) indicates overall poor air quality according to the 
EMB. 
 
The public may begin experiencing adverse health effects, the EMB said. 
 
According to the EMB, a Very Unhealthy reading affects people with heart or respiratory 
diseases. 
 
Those with these conditions “should stay indoors and rest as much as possible. Unnecessary 
trips should be postponed. People should voluntarily restrict the use of vehicles.” (Yas D. 
Ocampo / MindaNews) 
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NEW CIVIL ENGINEER 
 
ICE urges ministers to commission independent economic review on prioritising climate 
adaptation 
By: Thomas Johnson 
 
The Institution of Civil Engineers (ICE) has called on the UK government to commission an 
independent economic review into climate adaptation, arguing that a new assessment of the 
costs and benefits of preparing infrastructure for climate change is needed. 
 
In its new report, Making resilience count: The economic value of climate readiness, ICE said 
the rising price of not being ready for climate change is becoming more and more apparent. 
 
This summer, European wildfires caused more than €3bn (£2.6bn) in damage, while in the UK 
heatwaves have been estimated to cost at least £1bn in lost productivity. ICE further noted 
heat-related deaths are expected to be the highest on record. 
 
The ICE’s main recommendation is for a review with “similar catalysing impact” to landmark 
studies such as the Stern Review on the economics of climate change and the Dasgupta 
Review on biodiversity. 
 
Those earlier reviews prompted changes to policy frameworks where the ICE points to the Stern 
Review’s role in shaping UK carbon budgets, which it says contributed to a 54% fall in 
greenhouse gas emissions between 1990 and 2025. 
 
ICE wants the review to be commissioned centrally by government but to retain an independent 
element, with a senior minister made accountable for implementing its findings. 
 
The remit would look beyond single sectors to adopt a whole-systems approach covering 
transport, water and power networks, and to assess impacts across multiple timescales – short 
term (2030–2040), medium term (to 2050) and long term (to 2100). 
 
This cross-sector, multi-decade perspective would make it easier to identify immediate risks and 
to capture interdependencies and failures between sectors, the report argues. 
 
These factors are routinely under‑valued in investment and regulatory decisions, the ICE said. 
 
The report also calls for the review to map data ownership and accessibility and to recommend 
what would be required to make existing datasets useful for resilience planning. 
 
While “a lot of data” exists, the ICE said it is fragmented across bodies and organisations, with 
gaps in understanding climate impacts. 
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ICE suggests the exercise should draw on existing tools and methodologies developed by 
bodies such as the Climate Change Committee (CCC) and include interviews with sector 
experts, submissions from members and stakeholders and a literature review. 
 
ICE director of policy and external affairs Sam Gould said: “This summer’s heatwaves were 
some of the clearest evidence yet that we need to make adaptation just as much of a priority as 
reducing emissions. There’s an enormous opportunity to adapt our infrastructure systems, but 
it’s been neglected. 
 
“Critical systems with huge economic implications that people rely on, like water, power and 
transport networks, aren’t as resilient as they should be. Understanding the positive impact that 
investing in adaptation could have will help decision makers prioritise resilience across the 
political system.” 
 
He added: “An independent review could jump-start real change in our approach to adaptation, 
making the sort of progress we have seen with reducing greenhouse gas emissions possible. 
 
“We urge the government to commission an independent review into the economics of climate 
adaptation as soon as possible.” 
 
The report also recommends the review evaluate the role of regulators in embedding adaptation 
into infrastructure decisions, examining whether regulators currently incentivise resilience 
adequately. This includes whether they have the remit, tools and incentives to do so. 
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PHILIPPINE INFORMATION AGENCY 
 
DENR-EMB urges public to heed precautionary measures against haze   
By: Niña Jonalyn B. Gambe-Diamante 
 
BUTUAN CITY (PIA) — The Department of Environment and Natural Resources–Environmental 
Management Bureau (DENR-EMB) Caraga has urged residents to strictly observe 
precautionary measures as haze continues to affect the region.  
 
Regional Director Ramon Abogadie, in an exclusive interview with the Philippine Information 
Agency (PIA) Caraga, explained that haze is a mixture of smoke and dust. “What we have been 
experiencing for several days now is what we call transboundary haze, which is caused by the 
ongoing wildfire in Kalimantan, Indonesia,” Abogadie said. He added that the southwest 
monsoon, or “hanging habagat,” has hastened the spread of haze from Indonesia to the 
Philippines, particularly affecting Caraga. 
 
Air quality monitoring  
 
DENR-EMB Caraga currently operates five air quality monitoring stations in the region. Three 
automated systems located at the Butuan City Environment and Natural Resources Office 
(ENRO), Caraga State University (CSU) Main Campus, and Cabadbaran City provide real-time 
results. Two manually operated stations in Magallanes and Nasipit, Agusan del Norte, generate 
data every six days.  
 
On September 3, two stations in Butuan City registered a ‘Very Unhealthy’ air quality 
classification due to elevated particulate matter (PM₁₀ and PM₂.₅). Cabadbaran City recorded the 
same classification the following day, prompting local government units to suspend classes until 
air quality improved. 
 
Haze health effects 
 
Abogadie warned that haze can cause eye and throat irritation, nasal congestion, cough, and 
breathing difficulties, especially for sensitive groups such as children, the elderly, pregnant 
women, and those with pre-existing respiratory conditions.  
 
Engineer Albert Kenneth Arcamo, Engineer III and alternate air focal of DENR-EMB, explained 
that particulate matter is the key parameter in air quality monitoring. “PM₁₀ measures ten 
micrometers, about one-seventh the diameter of a strand of hair. PM₂.₅ is even finer, at 2.5 
micrometers, and can enter the bloodstream, posing greater danger to those with respiratory 
and cardiovascular illnesses,” Arcamo said. He reminded the public to wear N95 or KN95 masks 
to filter fine dust particles. 
 
Safety precautions  
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To safeguard public health from the hazards of haze, DENR-EMB Caraga advises the public to: 
 

●​ Minimize prolonged outdoor activities, especially in areas where haze is visible. 
●​ Limit outdoor exposure for sensitive groups such as children, the elderly, and those with 

respiratory or cardiovascular conditions. 
●​ Wear a well-fitting mask, preferably N95, KN95, or its equivalent, when outdoors. 
●​ Stay informed through official advisories and air quality updates issued by DENR-EMB 

and other agencies. 
 
Abogadie stressed that public cooperation is crucial. “By taking simple precautionary steps, we 
can reduce the harmful effects of haze and protect community health,” he said. (NJGD, PIA 
Caraga) 
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PHILIPPINE NEWS AGENCY 
 
'Habagat' to bring rains in Luzon, Visayas on Thursday 
 
MANILA – The southwest monsoon (habagat) will continue to bring rains over parts of Luzon 
and the Visayas, the Philippine Atmospheric, Geophysical and Astronomical Services 
Administration (PAGASA) said Thursday. 
 
In its 4 a.m. weather bulletin, PAGASA said Zambales will experience monsoon rains, while 
Metro Manila, the rest of Central Luzon, Pangasinan, La Union, Benguet, Isabela, Nueva 
Vizcaya, Quirino, Rizal, Cavite, Batangas, Oriental Mindoro and Occidental Mindoro will have 
occasional rains due to the southwest monsoon. 
 
Cloudy skies with scattered rains are expected over the Visayas, the rest of Luzon, the 
Zamboanga Peninsula and Northern Mindanao. 
 
The rest of Mindanao will have partly cloudy to cloudy skies with isolated rain showers or 
thunderstorms due to localized thunderstorms. 
 
As of 2 a.m. Thursday, PAGASA said no low-pressure areas were being monitored for possible 
tropical cyclone formation. 
 
PAGASA also raised a yellow rainfall warning over parts of Bataan and Zambales at 5 a.m. 
Thursday due to the southwest. The warning indicates possible flooding in flood-prone areas. 
 
PAGASA said light to moderate rain, with occasional heavy rain, was expected within three 
hours over parts of Zambales, Batangas, Laguna and Nueva Ecija. 
 
The affected areas include Santa Cruz and Candelaria in Zambales; Nasugbu, Lian, Tuy, 
Balayan, Calatagan, Calaca, Laurel, Talisay and Lemery in Batangas; San Pedro, Biñan, Santa 
Rosa, Cabuyao and Calamba in Laguna; and San Antonio, Cabiao, San Isidro and Gapan in 
Nueva Ecija. 
 
Similar rainfall was expected over Pampanga, Metro Manila and parts of Bataan, Bulacan, 
Cavite, Rizal and Tarlac. 
 
PAGASA said the rain may persist for three hours and could affect nearby areas. (PNA) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
19 

https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1283709


 

‘Habagat’, trough of Krovanh to dampen Luzon, parts of Visayas 
By: Ma. Cristina Arayata 
 
MANILA – A huge part of the country will experience rains caused by the prevailing southwest 
monsoon or habagat, and the trough of Tropical Depression Krovanh (formerly Pilandok), the 
weather bureau said Wednesday. 
 
The Philippine Atmospheric, Geophysical and Astronomical Services Administration (PAGASA) 
said occasional rains will be experienced across Zambales, Bataan, Tarlac, Pampanga, Cavite, 
Batangas, and Occidental Mindoro due to habagat. 
 
Krovanh's trough will cause scattered rains and thunderstorms over Ilocos Region, Cagayan 
Valley, Cordillera Administrative Region, and Aurora. 
 
Scattered rains and thunderstorms are also expected throughout Metro Manila, the rest of 
Luzon, Aklan, and Antique due to habagat. 
 
Moderate to heavy rains in the those areas could result in flash floods or landslides. 
 
The rest of the country will experience isolated rain showers caused by habagat and localized 
thunderstorms. 
 
Light to moderate winds and slight to moderate seas still prevail across the archipelago. 
 
Meanwhile, no low pressure area is being monitored for possible tropical cyclone formation, 
PAGASA said. (PNA) 
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Palace vows intensified measures for El Niño, climate change 
By: Ruth Abbey Gita-Carlos 
 
MANILA – Malacañang on Wednesday assured the public that the government is ramping up its 
response efforts as the country braces for the possible effects of a strong El Niño phenomenon. 
 
Speaking to Palace reporters, Presidential Communications Office Undersecretary Claire Castro 
said the government is closely monitoring El Niño conditions, particularly its potential impact on 
agriculture, water resources and other vital sectors. 
 
Castro acknowledged that while El Niño is a natural climate phenomenon, its effects could 
become more severe due to climate change. 
 
“Sa nararamdaman po nating climate change at kailangang pag-aralan din po dahil sa climate 
change kung ano ba ang maaari pang maging matinding idudulot ng El Niño maliban sa ito ay 
nagiging normal naman talaga, normal na nararamdaman natin (Given the climate change we 
are experiencing, we also need to study the potentially more severe effects that El Niño could 
bring, although it is already a natural phenomenon that we normally experience),” she said. 
 
“Pero dahil sa climate change, baka mas matindi ang maramdaman at magiging epekto ng El 
Niño (But because of climate change, the effects of El Niño could be more severe and more 
strongly felt),” Castro added. 
 
Castro said the Department of Agriculture has already activated the El Niño Task Force to 
respond to the phenomenon. 
 
She noted that weather conditions vary across the country, with some areas experiencing heavy 
rains while others are facing dry conditions. 
 
“Kinakailangan po talaga ng sapat na pagpiprepara, kaya ito po ay minu-monitor, patuloy po na 
monitoring ng El Niño conditions at ang pagprotekta lalung-lalo na sa ating mga magsasaka at, 
kumbaga, sa ating mga agricultural products na talagang maaapektuhan ng El Niño (Adequate 
preparation is really necessary, which is why we are closely monitoring the El Niño conditions 
and taking steps to protect, particularly, our farmers and agricultural products that could be 
significantly affected by El Niño),” she said. 
 
Castro said the government is also working to manage irrigation and water resources, with the 
National Irrigation Administration (NIA) preparing to help farmers cope with changing weather 
conditions. 
 
She said farmers are being provided with guidance on crop selection and timing of planting and 
harvesting to minimize the impact of extreme weather on agricultural production. 
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“Inaalam po nila [NIA] at binigyan po nila ng aral or lessons, techniques ang ating mga 
magsasaka kung ano ba ‘yung mga dapat na itanim kapag malakas ang ulan o kailan dapat sila 
umani para hindi naaapektuhan ang kanilang mga ani ng bagyo. So, dapat may mga produkto 
rin po na dapat na maitanim kahit na tag-ulan (They are also studying the situation and 
providing our farmers with lessons and techniques on what crops to plant during heavy rains 
and when to harvest so their crops will not be affected by storms. So, there should also be crops 
that can be planted during the rainy season),” Castro said. 
 
Asked whether existing measures are sufficient amid projections that the El Niño phenomenon 
could become very strong, Castro said the government continues to pursue measures to 
address climate change, which could worsen the effects of extreme weather events. 
 
The World Meteorological Organization (WMO) has issued a significant update on El Niño, 
forecasting a very strong event that is expected to persist through February 2027. 
 
The phenomenon is expected to lead to an increased risk of extreme weather, including floods, 
droughts, and extreme heat, affecting various sectors such as agriculture, health and water 
resources. 
 
WMO emphasized the need for exceptional preparation and response from governments and 
decision-makers, highlighting the urgency of mobilizing resources to mitigate the impact of El 
Niño. (PNA) 
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SDG  KNOWLEDGE HUB 
 
UN Report Reveals Benefits of Joint Action on Climate Change, Air Pollution 
 
The UN Environment Programme (UNEP) and the Climate and Clean Air Coalition (CCAC) 
published the first comprehensive global economic assessment of integrated action on climate 
change and air pollution. The report analyzes 25 solutions across energy and fossil fuel 
systems, industry, transport, agriculture and food systems, residential cooking and heating, and 
waste management that address climate change and air pollution in tandem. It concludes that 
every USD 1 invested in integrated action can generate around USD 15 in economic benefits. 
 
Titled, ‘Hidden Assets: The Economic and Health Case for Climate and Clean Air Action,’ the 
report estimates that implementing the 25 measures could lead to annual economic benefits 
equivalent to: 
 

●​ 2.8% of global Gross Domestic Product (GDP) in 2035; 
●​ 4.5% of global GDP in 2050; and 
●​ 11.4% of global GDP in 2100. 

 
Meanwhile, it notes, fossil fuel subsidies in 2022 amounted to 2.18% of global GDP, and 
healthcare spending accounted for 9.3% of global GDP in 2023. 
 
Among other measurable market benefits, the USD 15 return on investment encompasses 
lower healthcare expenditure, greater labor productivity, and avoided physical damage. It also 
includes the monetary value of fewer premature deaths and healthier lives, factoring in the 
economic effects of air pollution-related illness manifested in pressure on health services and 
losses to productivity and well-being. 
 
The 25 recommended solutions that combine long-term decarbonization measures with 
measures that target super-pollutants such as methane, black carbon, and hydrofluorocarbons 
(HFCs) include energy transformation for power generation, energy efficiency standards for 
industry, energy transformation for households, clean cooking and heating, electric vehicles and 
vehicle emission standards, livestock and manure management, dietary changes, solid waste 
management, and wastewater treatment. 
 
Relative to the report’s baseline scenario, immediate implementation of these measures would 
halve global carbon dioxide (CO2) emissions by 2050, cut methane emissions by 60%, and 
slash major air pollutants such as black carbon, sulfur dioxide, and nitrogen oxides by around 
70%. This would result in approximately 0.34°C in avoided global warming by 2050 and 1.4°C 
by 2100. 
 
Among the most significant institutional barriers to integrated climate and air pollution action, the 
report identifies fragmented decision making, limited enforcement capacity, and weak 
government coordination. To overcome these barriers, the report recommends the following: 
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●​ Make integrated climate and clean air policy a core economic strategy. 
●​ Invest early and consistently in enabling conditions. 
●​ Target rapid wins to meet near-term commitments. 
●​ Align international cooperation with realities of implementation and finance needs. 
●​ Invest in the data and monitoring infrastructure that decisions depend on. 
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SUNSTAR 
 
Air quality fluctuates amid ongoing haze 
By: Denise Mae P. Codis and Cherry Ann Virador 
 
AIR quality in Metro Cebu continues to fluctuate as smoke and fine particulate matter from 
ongoing forest fires in Indonesia are carried by prevailing winds toward the Philippines. 
 
As of 4 p.m. on Monday, Sept. 7, 2026, the Environmental Management Bureau (EMB) 7 
recorded a fine particulate matter (PM2.5) Air Quality Index (AQI) of 143, placing air quality in 
the “Unhealthy for Sensitive Groups” category. 
 
Earlier that day at 7 a.m., the AQI reached 158, placing it in the “Very Unhealthy” category 
before decreasing slightly to 157 at 11 a.m. The reading came after PM2.5 concentrations 
temporarily declined Sunday afternoon, Sept. 6. During the first week of September, Metro Cebu 
recorded “Very Unhealthy” to “Acutely Unhealthy” air quality, driven by forest fires in Kalimantan, 
Indonesia and prevailing southwest monsoon winds. 
 
Wind patterns 
 
EMB 7 Air Quality Specialist Arthur Calupig said the fluctuation is largely related to changing 
wind conditions. High-split data and model projections show southwesterly winds carrying 
smoke from West Kalimantan toward Central Visayas, including Cebu, and Eastern Visayas. 
 
According to the Philippine Atmospheric, Geophysical and Astronomical Services Administration 
(Pagasa), the habagat 
 
season is expected to last until the end of September. Calupig noted that changes in wind 
speed and direction affect how much particulate matter reaches the region, as stronger gusts 
near the source area can disperse pollutants elsewhere. 
 
However, lower PM2.5 readings do not mean the haze has cleared. Calupig warned that Cebu 
could still experience high concentrations as long as the forest fires continue, adding that while 
rain offers temporary relief, conditions will only normalize once the fires subside. 
 
Daily cycle 
 
Monitoring by EMB 7 since Sept. 1 shows a recurring daily pattern. Fine particulate 
concentrations generally rise from midnight through early morning until about 8 a.m., decline 
between 10 a.m. and 4 p.m., and increase again from 5 p.m. into the evening. 
 
During cooler periods overnight and in the early morning, fine particles remain suspended in the 
air. As atmospheric movement increases later in the day, particles disperse more effectively, 
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resulting in lower readings. Similar increases in PM2.5 have been recorded in other parts of the 
country, including Mindanao. 
 
EMB 7 is coordinating with the Office of Civil Defense (OCD) 7 and local government units on 
response measures. Authorities advise residents to wear properly fitted N95 or KN95 masks 
outdoors, or double-mask with surgical masks, while limiting outdoor exposure during peak 
hours. 
 
Class policy 
 
Meanwhile, the Cebu City Government excluded tertiary students from its suspension of 
face-to-face classes and school activities, reasoning that college students are better equipped 
to take personal health precautions. 
 
Kenneth Siasar, chief of staff of Mayor Nestor Archival, said the policy prioritizes younger 
students who are more vulnerable to respiratory issues. 
 
The Cebu City Government continues to monitor the situation through the City Disaster Risk 
Reduction and Management Office. 
 
City hospitals have been placed on heightened alert, equipping facilities with nebulizers and 
medications for patients experiencing respiratory distress. A dedicated fast lane has been 
established for haze-related breathing difficulties, separate from the existing dengue fast lane, 
following reports of aggravated asthma symptoms among residents. 
 
Siasar emphasized that local authorities will continue assessing conditions alongside disaster 
management officials to determine if further interventions are needed. / DPC, CAV 
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WATER MAGAZINE 
 
The Environmental Audit Committee will question the Climate Change Committee (CCC) 
today on the UK’s progress towards reducing greenhouse gas emissions, with climate 
resilience and the implications for infrastructure among the wider issues facing 
policymakers. 
 
Emma Pinchbeck, Chief Executive of the CCC, and Dr Eoin Devane, acting director for net zero, 
are due to give evidence to MPs at 2.30pm. 
 
The session follows the CCC’s latest progress report, published in June, which concluded that 
the Government was not moving fast enough  
 
MPs are expected to question the witnesses on the key messages the CCC has for the new 
Prime Minister and Secretaries of State for Energy and Environment, as well as the risks 
associated with relying on technological solutions rather than changes in behaviour to deliver 
the UK’s Seventh Carbon Budget. 
 
Other areas expected to come under scrutiny include the transition to electric vehicles, 
decarbonisation of buildings, industrial electrification, sustainable aviation fuels and agricultural 
emissions. 
 
The hearing comes one day after the Environmental Audit Committee launched a new inquiry 
into how the UK should adapt to a changing climate. 
 
The committee said the inquiry had been prompted by the increasing evidence of climate 
impacts, including the UK’s hottest summer since records began, widespread drought in 
England and Wales and major wildfires. 
 
The session will be held in public at the House of Commons and can be watched online via 
Parliament TV. 
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Flood-ravaged Nepal calls for climate justice 
 
“The devastation Nepal has experienced is an extraordinary, stark illustration of the losses and 
damages that climate-vulnerable countries are increasingly facing,” UN Resident Coordinator for 
Nepal, Lila Pieters Yahia, told reporters by video link at UN Headquarters. 
 
Nepal has contributed very little to global greenhouse gas emissions and yet is experiencing 
profound human and economic consequences from a changing climate, she explained from 
Kathmandu. 
 
Triggered by a melting glacier, the 26 August floods affected about 84,270 Nepalis and resulted 
in vast destruction and damage to critical roads, schools, power grids and water systems across 
the Rasuwa, Nuwakot and Dhading regions of northern Nepal.  
 
Funds for climate-vulnerable 
Nepal has approached the UN Loss and Damage Fund, established in 2022 to assist 
developing countries that are particularly vulnerable to the adverse effects of climate change. 
 
“Nepal’s calls for climate justice speaks to a principle which lies at the heart of the international 
climate framework,” she said, noting that the country’s request is now being considered. 
 
“Countries that are particularly vulnerable to climate change need adequate and accessible 
support to respond to loss and damages they did little to cause.” 
 
Reaching those in need 
 
Over the weekend, Ms. Yahia visited some of the worst affected areas, where floods had 
washed away whole settlements and entire riverbanks had shifted. 
 
She met families continuing to search for relatives, adding that some had witnessed loved ones 
carried away by 20-metre-high waves. 
 
At the same time, UN agencies and partners reported that aid has been reaching those most in 
need, however access to the most vulnerable remains a challenge, she said. 
 
In a first during an emergency operation in Nepal, the World Food Programme (WFP) used 
cargo drones to deliver food to communities cut off by the floods. 
 
Update on flash appeal 
To meet those needs, the UN and the Government of Nepal launched a lifesaving flash appeal 
for $49.6 million on Friday to reach 84,000 people before the end of December, including with 
shelter, healthcare and cash support. 
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As of Wednesday, only $22 million has been received, Ms. Yahia said. 
 
Urgent needs include restoring water systems, adding mobile clinics for pregnant women and 
providing mental healthcare to serve those affected by the disaster, she added. 
 

   =END= 
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