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Girls worst hit by climate shocks on schools—Unicef

Mount Fuji ends hiking season with landslide, two rescues

Climate hazards disrupted school for 1 in 10 students in 2025: UNICEF

CCAC highlights super pollutant action at Climate Week in Baku

Growing green futures with sustainable pili tree cultivation in the Philippines

Philippine Net Zero Conference 2026 convenes policymakers, business leaders, and
solution providers to accelerate climate action

e SM Cares to host largest mall-initiated International Coastal Cleanup with 32 malls
nationwide

Climate ‘feedback loops’ could worsen global warming by 30%, study finds

UN climate chief warns political division is undermining fight against ‘economic security
emergency’

CCC IN THE NEWS:

e Palace: Govt steps up preparations for ‘very strong’ El Nifio
e CCC pursues measures to strengthen national climate expenditure tagging
e 2026 NDC: Philippines promises to reduce more carbon emissions on its own
e Marcos wants proactive response to El Nifio
ABS CBN

Girls worst hit by climate shocks on schools—Unicef

PARIS, France — Girls are at greater risk of dropping out of education when their schools are
hit by heatwaves, storms or wildfires linked to climate change, the UN children's agency said on
Thursday.

Mount Fuji ends hiking season with landslide, two rescues

A landslide struck a car park on Japan's Mount Fuji, with the final day of the volcano's summer
climbing season on Thursday marred by downpours and dense mist.

AL JAZEERA

Climate hazards disrupted school for 1 in 10 students in 2025: UNICEF

More than 171 million students are affected globally with girls disproportionately impacted.


https://www.abs-cbn.com/news/world/2026/9/10/girls-worst-hit-by-climate-shocks-on-schools-unicef-0818
https://www.abs-cbn.com/news/world/2026/9/10/mount-fuji-ends-hiking-season-with-landslide-two-rescues-1259
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2026/9/10/climate-hazards-disrupted-school-for-1-in-10-students-in-2025-unicef

CLIMATE CLEAN AIR COALITION

CCAC highlights super pollutant action at Climate Week in Baku

At UNFCCC Climate Week 4 and Baku Climate Action Week, CCAC highlighted how action on
methane and other super pollutants can turn climate commitments into practical implementation,
investment and partnerships while delivering benefits for clean air, agriculture and sustainable
development.

MANILA BULLETIN

Growing green futures with sustainable pili tree cultivation in the Philippines
By: By Henrylito D. Tacio

Pili, a species native to the Philippines and known scientifically as Canarium ovatum, is one of
those rare trees that refuse to fit neatly into a single category. It is undeniably a tree, butis it a
fruit or a nut? In truth, pili is both, and this dual identity is part of what makes it fascinating.

PASAY CITY, Philippines — As compounding global energy crises and worsening climate
impacts threaten vulnerable nations across Southeast Asia, Philippine business leaders,
policymakers, climate advocates, solution providers, and media representatives will assemble to
fast-track corporate decarbonization and build long-term climate resilience. The Philippine Net
Zero Conference 2026, scheduled for Sept. 15-16 at the Philippine Trade Training Center in
Pasay City, will serve as a crucial platform to move corporate and national climate ambitions into
urgent, measurable action.

M r h lar mall-initi International | Clean with 32 mall
nationwide

A cleaner coastline begins with people willing to show up for it.
THE GUARDIAN

Climate ‘feedback loops’ could worsen global warming by 30%. study finds
By: Oliver Milman

Emissions of planet-heating methane and CO2 from natural sources are worsening the climate
crisis, paper says
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UN NEWS

UN climate chief warns political division is undermining fight against ‘economic security
emergency’

The head of the UN's climate body has warned that treating global warming as a partisan issue
is dangerously out of step with reality, as he set out a stark account of the economic toll climate
change is already inflicting on Europe.

CCC IN THE NEWS:

PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER

Palace: Govt steps up preparations for ‘very strong’ El Nifio
By: Luisa Cabato

MANILA, Philippines — The Palace on Wednesday said the government is stepping up
preparations for the impacts of a “very strong” El Nifio.

PHILIPPINE INFORMATION AGENCY

Representatives from the Climate Change Commission (CCC) and experts from the University
of the Philippines National College of Public Administration and Governance (UP NCPAG)
validate assessment findings and discuss measures to further strengthen the implementation
and sustainability of the National Climate Change Expenditure Tagging (NCCET) system.

RAPPLER

2026 NDC: Philippin romi r mor rbon emissions on i wn
By: lya Gozum

MANILA, Philippines — The Philippines has recommitted to a 75% reduction in carbon
emissions, 7% of which the country would undertake and fund on its own, while the remaining

68% target is conditional upon international support.

THE MANILA TIMES

Marcos wants proactive response to El Niiio
By: Allen Limos

PRESIDENT Ferdinand Marcos Jr. is keen to adopt a proactive stance against a strong El Nifio
expected to affect the country in late 2026, Malacafnang said.


https://news.un.org/en/story/2026/09/1168311
https://news.un.org/en/story/2026/09/1168311
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Girls worst hit by climate shocks on schools—Unicef

PARIS, France — Girls are at greater risk of dropping out of education when their schools are
hit by heatwaves, storms or wildfires linked to climate change, the UN children's agency said on
Thursday.

Unicef analysis suggested that one in 10 or more than 171 million students in 106 countries or
territories had their education disrupted by extreme weather last year.

But the agency said girls were worst affected when schools were damaged, classes cancelled
or education switched online.

"Girls are at greater risk of dropping out when climate hazards disrupt or close schools," it said.

"Damage to schools and sanitation facilities, displacement and lost family income can place
additional caregiving and water-collection responsibilities on girls.

"These pressures can also increase the risk of child marriage, making it more difficult for girls to
return to class when schools reopen."

According to the analysis, storms were the most common cause of disruption and last year
affected 109 million students around the world.

Floods hit at least 70 million while heatwaves disrupted schooling for some 50 million
youngsters.

The overall figures for 2025 are down on analysis of the previous year, in which Unicef said
nearly 250 million children in 85 countries -- one in seven -- were affected by climate hazards.

The agency said it had changed its methodology, basing its analysis on information from aid
agencies and local media rather than government figures.

Unicef said about one billion or about half the world's children live in countries at very high risk
of climate and environmental shocks.

Lost learning and the effects on literacy and numeracy could lead to lifetime income losses of at
least $200 billion and worsen global inequalities, it estimated.

Most of the children come from low- and lower-middle income countries "where education
systems often lack the resources needed to safeguard learning during climate-related
emergencies", the study said.


https://www.abs-cbn.com/news/world/2026/9/10/girls-worst-hit-by-climate-shocks-on-schools-unicef-0818

Unicef urged governments and their partners to spend more on building new educational
facilities to withstand climate and environmental hazards.



Mount Fuji ends hiking season with landslide, two rescues

A landslide struck a car park on Japan's Mount Fuji, with the final day of the volcano's summer
climbing season on Thursday marred by downpours and dense mist.

Three vehicles belonging to people working on the mountain were partially buried Wednesday,
as powerful gusts and torrential rain battered the popular hiking destination, a local official told
AFP.

No injuries were reported in the incident, which occurred in a parking lot at one of the
3,776-metre (12,388-foot) volcano's four main access gates, said Hisayuki Motohashi, a road
maintenance official for the Shizuoka regional government.

Separately, Shizuoka police said on Thursday they had been called to help rescue two hikers.

A man who appeared to be in his 30s or 40s was found collapsed near the summit Wednesday
while another man who appeared to be in his 60s was found fallen on a trail the same day,
according to a local police official, who spoke on condition of anonymity.

She did not provide details about the condition of both individuals.

The local Shizuoka government and official mountain guides posted video clips and photos from
the mountain Thursday morning, showing access roads and gravel trails covered with dense

mist and rain.

Mount Fuji attracts more than 200,000 hikers every year during its official opening period from
July through September.

Local police rescue dozens of people and report a few deaths every year.

In recent years, communities around the popular mountain have tightened access rules to
Mount Fuji to ease severe overtourism problems.

They have also tried to stop poorly equipped climbers from summitting and mandating that
visitors spend at least one night at one of the huts on the trails.

On Tuesday, hundreds of Asian Games athletes in Japan were briefly evacuated from their
accommodation as record rainfall lashed host city Nagoya.


https://www.abs-cbn.com/news/world/2026/9/10/mount-fuji-ends-hiking-season-with-landslide-two-rescues-1259
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Climate hazards disrupted school for 1 in 10 students in 2025: UNICEF

More than 171 million students are affected globally with girls disproportionately impacted.

One in 10 students from pre-primary to upper secondary globally had their education interrupted
by climate hazards last year, according to a new report by the United Nations children’s agency.

Analysing data from 106 countries and territories, UNICEF’s report on Thursday said more than
171 million students were affected globally, with girls disproportionately affected.

The report, titled, Learning Interrupted: Global Snapshot of Climate-Related School Disruptions
in 2025, found that storms, floods, heatwaves, droughts and wildfires disrupted education
through school closures, damaged facilities, reduced teaching time, lower attendance and an
increased risk of dropping out.

“For millions of children, climate hazards do not just disrupt classes; they also destroy their
schools, uproot their families and deprive the most vulnerable,” said UNICEF Executive Director
Catherine Russell.

The UN agency said 75 percent of the children affected live in low- and lower-middle-income
countries, where education systems often lack the resources needed to maintain learning during
climate emergencies.

It highlighted the particular impact on girls’ education.

“Girls face heightened risks of dropping out due to insecurity, unsafe learning environments and
child marriage,” the report said.

“‘Damage to schools and sanitation facilities, displacement and lost family income can place
additional caregiving and water-collection responsibilities on girls,” it added.

“These pressures can also increase the risk of child marriage, making it more difficult for girls to
return to class when schools reopen.”

Storms were the leading cause of climate-related school disruptions in 2025, affecting 109
million students worldwide, while floods affected at least 70 million and heatwaves disrupted the
schooling of approximately 50 million children, according to the analysis.

The overall figures for 2025 are down on analysis of the previous year, in which UNICEF said
nearly 250 million children in 85 countries — one in seven — were affected by climate hazards.


https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2026/9/10/climate-hazards-disrupted-school-for-1-in-10-students-in-2025-unicef

The agency said it had changed its methodology, basing its analysis on information from aid
agencies and local media rather than government figures.

But the agency also estimates that there could be some long-term consequences of these
disasters too, stating that inaction could result in at least $200bn in lost lifetime earnings among
students whose schooling was disrupted by climate-related hazards in 2025 alone.

UNICEF urged governments and their partners to spend more on building new educational
facilities to withstand climate and environmental hazards.



CLIMATE CLEAN AIR COALITION

CCAC highlights super pollutant action at Climate Week in Baku

At UNFCCC Climate Week 4 and Baku Climate Action Week, CCAC highlighted how action on
methane and other super pollutants can turn climate commitments into practical implementation,
investment and partnerships while delivering benefits for clean air, agriculture and sustainable
development.

Baku, Azerbaijan, 9 September 2026 — Governments, international organizations, financial
institutions and private-sector partners gathered in Baku this week for UNFCCC Climate Week 4
and Baku Climate Action Week, with discussions focused on accelerating the shift from climate
commitments to practical implementation, investment and partnerships.

The Climate and Clean Air Coalition (CCAC) contributed to high-level and technical discussions
across both events, highlighting how action on methane and other super pollutants can deliver
near-term climate benefits while supporting cleaner air, resilient agriculture, food security and
sustainable development.

Across the discussions, a common message emerged: countries increasingly know where many
of their priority mitigation opportunities lie. The challenge is translating those priorities into
implementation through stronger policies and institutions, credible data and MRV systems,
project preparation, partnerships and access to finance.

Putting climate-resilient agriculture into practice

On 8 September, CCAC joined the high-level roundtable “Harmoniya in Action: Partnering for
Climate-Resilient Agriculture,” convened during Baku Climate Action Week with Azerbaijan’s
Ministry of Agriculture and partners.

The roundtable brought together government representatives, FAO, financial institutions,
development partners and the private sector to discuss how cooperation, innovation and
investment can strengthen agricultural resilience and support farmers.

“The question is no longer whether agriculture needs to transform, but how we can make that
transformation faster, smarter, more resilient and, of course, more inclusive,” said Majnun
Mammadov, Minister of Agriculture of the Republic of Azerbaijan.

The Minister highlighted Azerbaijan’s efforts to expand modern irrigation, strengthen
early-warning systems and use new technologies and climate data to support agricultural
decision-making, while keeping agricultural transformation farmer-centred.

The discussion also highlighted the Baku Harmoniya Climate Initiative for Farmers, launched at

COP29 and now a flagship programme of the FAST Partnership. Harmoniya aims to strengthen
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coordination across climate and agriculture initiatives, improve access to climate finance and
help translate international cooperation into practical opportunities for farmers, particularly
smallholders, women and youth. FAO confirms that Harmoniya was launched by the COP29
Azerbaijan Presidency in 2024 and is now a FAST Partnership flagship programme.

Supporting livestock methane action in Azerbaijan

Building on this agenda, CCAC is beginning cooperation with Azerbaijan on an Agricultural
Methane Reduction Roadmap focused on the livestock sub-sector.

The initiative will bring together government institutions, farmers and producer associations, the
private sector, academia and other stakeholders to assess livestock methane data and policies,
identify priority mitigation opportunities and MRV needs, and explore financing pathways for
implementation. The roadmap will also provide recommendations to support agricultural
methane action in the context of Azerbaijan’s NDC 3.0.

The cooperation will focus on connecting technical analysis and country priorities with practical
opportunities for implementation, including identifying pathways to move priority methane
mitigation measures towards projects and potential financing.

Connecting agricultural methane action with investment

On 9 September, at the UNFCCC Climate Week 4 Implementation Lab “Unlocking Climate
Finance for Agriculture and Food Systems: Building partnerships to accelerate implementation,”
CCAC presented the Super Pollutant Country Action Accelerator as a practical approach to
helping countries move from planning towards implementation.

The UNFCCC programme lists the Implementation Lab on 9 September as part of Climate
Week 4’s Implementation Forum in Baku.

The Accelerator combines policy and institutional support, data and MRV, technical assistance
and project preparation, with a focus on mobilizing finance. CCAC funding is catalytic, helping
countries strengthen enabling conditions, develop stronger projects and create opportunities
that can attract larger sources of public and private finance.

The discussion also drew on the new UNEP and CCAC Hidden assets: The economic and
health case for climate and clean air action assessment, launched on 7 September. The
assessment examines 25 climate and clean-air solutions, including five directly related to
agriculture. Across the full package of solutions, it finds that every US$1 invested could
generate around US$15 in economic benefits globally. The findings reinforce the economic case
for action while highlighting the importance of translating climate priorities into projects that can
be financed and implemented. The assessment was published by UNEP on 7 September 2026.

Kazakhstan, one of the first countries participating in the Accelerator, provides a practical
example. CCAC is advancing support for agricultural methane, with a strong focus on the
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livestock sector. The approach combines stronger policy and regulation with improved MRV and
transparency systems and the preparation of agricultural methane opportunities towards
investment readiness.

The approach also addresses the project preparation gap between identifying promising
mitigation opportunities and developing projects that are sufficiently prepared for consideration
by development banks, climate funds and other potential financiers. Early engagement with
financing partners can help ensure that emerging project pipelines respond to real investment
requirements.

Together, the discussions across UNFCCC Climate Week 4 and Baku Climate Action Week
reflected a broader shift in the climate agenda: from identifying solutions towards creating the
conditions to implement, finance and scale them.

For CCAC, this means helping countries connect national climate commitments with stronger
policies and institutions, credible data, project development and investment, ultimately
supporting measurable action on the ground.

As countries look towards COP31, CCAC will continue working with governments and partners

to accelerate super pollutant action that delivers benefits for climate, clean air, economies and
communities.
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MANILA BULLETIN

Growing green futures with sustainable pili tree cultivation in the Philippines
By: By Henrylito D. Tacio

Pili, a species native to the Philippines and known scientifically as Canarium ovatum, is one of
those rare trees that refuse to fit neatly into a single category. It is undeniably a tree, butis it a
fruit or a nut? In truth, pili is both, and this dual identity is part of what makes it fascinating.

The Philippines remains the only country that produces and processes pili nuts commercially,
giving local growers an opportunity to develop a distinct export industry. Before World War I, pili
nuts were exported to Hawaii, Germany, France, Great Britain, and Japan. Philippine pili
products now reach markets in the United States, Canada, Japan, South Korea, Taiwan, Hong
Kong, and the United Kingdom.

In Hong Kong and Taiwan, pili kernels are prized for their use in mooncakes. Interest abroad is
growing, but production and processing challenges continue to limit exports.

One of the biggest challenges is propagation. Pili seeds quickly lose viability, while asexual
propagation methods such as marcotting, budding and grafting have produced inconsistent
results. The trees are also dioecious, meaning male and female flowers occur on separate
trees. Male trees do not produce nuts, reducing yields in seed-grown plantations.

Seedling growth is slow as well. Trees grown from seeds may take eight to 10 years to reach
maturity and begin fruiting. Three cultivars—“katutubo,” “mayon,” and “oas”—are commonly
grown, but most trees remain seed-derived, resulting in variation in kernel quality and yield.

These challenges do not diminish pili’s value. They point instead to the need for more research,
better propagation techniques and greater investment in cultivation and processing.

Pili is native, versatile, nutritious, and culturally significant. It offers food, livelihood and
environmental benefits, while giving the Philippines a product that is uniquely its own.

National recognition would encourage greater attention to research, cultivation, and investment.

More importantly, it could help move pili beyond its status as a regional specialty and establish it
as a Philippine crop worthy of wider support.
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Philippine Net Zero Conference 2026 convenes policymakers, business leaders, and
solution providers to accelerate climate action

PASAY CITY, Philippines — As compounding global energy crises and worsening climate
impacts threaten vulnerable nations across Southeast Asia, Philippine business leaders,
policymakers, climate advocates, solution providers, and media representatives will assemble to
fast-track corporate decarbonization and build long-term climate resilience. The Philippine Net
Zero Conference 2026, scheduled for Sept. 15-16 at the Philippine Trade Training Center in
Pasay City, will serve as a crucial platform to move corporate and national climate ambitions into
urgent, measurable action.

Themed "Bridging Gaps: Radical Collaboration for a Net Zero Future," the summit organized by
the Net Zero Carbon Alliance (NZCA) in partnership with Southeast Asia Corporate
Decarbonization Exchange (CDx) comes at a critical historical juncture. Geopolitical tensions
and fossil fuel price shocks have underscored a fundamental reality: true climate resilience,
operational sustainability, and enterprise survival are inseparable. Achieving net zero is no
longer just a voluntary commitment, but an essential business strategy to manage operational
risks, protect supply chains, and safeguard communities from catastrophic warming.

The event also marks the fifth anniversary of NZCA, the Philippines’ leading private-sector
coalition committed to achieving net-zero greenhouse gas emissions, which was founded in
2021 by First Gen-owned Energy Development Corporation (First Gen Renewables).

"The global energy crisis has made one thing unmistakably clear: protecting our climate and
insulating our businesses from severe risk are the exact same fight," said Allan Barcena, NZCA
executive director. "Achieving net zero is more urgent than ever because transitioning to clean,
regenerative solutions is the only viable path to safeguard our planet, manage climate risks for
businesses, and ensure lasting economic survival."

The two-day conference is structured to translate this shared urgency into concrete actions. Day
one will focus on the frontline realities faced by corporate decision-makers, sustainability
practitioners, climate advocates, and small-to-medium enterprises. Sessions will cover climate
governance, mandatory sustainability disclosures, carbon footprint tracking, and mobilizing
climate finance. The opening day will also celebrate five years of private-sector climate
leadership by presenting the alliance’s accomplishment report and welcoming new member
pledges.

Day two shifts toward real-world deployment and market-ready technologies. Industry enablers
and climate innovators will demonstrate how artificial intelligence, smart energy systems, carbon
management tools, and science-based verification enable organizations to drastically cut
emissions. Dedicated business-matching sessions will run concurrently to connect delegates
directly with clean-technology providers.
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SM_Cares to host largest mall-initiated International Coastal Cleanup with 32 malls
nationwide

A cleaner coastline begins with people willing to show up for it.

This September, SM Cares is calling on Filipinos across the country to come together in the
spirit of bayanihan for the International Coastal Cleanup 2026 on September 19, with
simultaneous cleanup activities across 32 SM malls nationwide. Through the SM Green
Movement, the initiative invites individuals, families, and communities to take meaningful action
to divert waste from the seas, shores, and waterways that sustain them.

With the message “Bayanihan Para sa Karagatan — Together for Our Oceans,” this year’s
cleanup underscores how collective action, even through seemingly small efforts, can contribute
to cleaner surroundings and a healthier, more resilient future.

More than a one-day activity, the International Coastal Cleanup encourages people to see
caring for the ocean as an everyday responsibility. It is an opportunity for communities to work
side by side while turning concern for the environment into action.

Individual participants may register through the SM Malls Online (SMO) App at
bit.ly/SMCARESICC2026. Volunteers should download the app from the App Store or Google
Play, locate the International Coastal Cleanup 2026 event, and swipe or tap in to officially
register their attendance.

Join the movement and be part of Bayanihan Para sa Karagatan.
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THE GUARDIAN

Climate ‘feedback loops’ could worsen global warming by 30%. study finds
By: Oliver Milman

Emissions of planet-heating methane and CO2 from natural sources are worsening the climate
crisis, paper says

Rising global temperatures caused by the burning of fossil fuels are transforming the world’s
forests, wetlands and tundra to the point they are releasing emissions that could further worsen
global heating by as much as 30%, a new study has found.

As the world heats up, permafrost in the high latitudes is thawing, fiercer wildfires are burning in
drying forests and wetlands and lakes are warming. All of these changes are themselves
causing the release of planet-heating methane and carbon dioxide locked in trees and soils,
therefore worsening the climate crisis, the paper states.

While scientists have long known of these “feedback loops” that amplify the impact of direct
pollution from burning coal, oil and gas, the emissions from natural sources are largely
unaccounted for in climate projections.

This additional heating is however significant, researchers found, with emissions from natural
sources set to amplify global heating by 20% to 30% by the end of this century. This would add
an estimated 0.2C to 0.4C to the global average temperature by this time, depending on the
overall action taken by countries to combat the climate crisis.

Even small fractions of temperature change across the global climate can greatly change the
risk of severe and deadly heatwaves, floods, drought and other impacts.

The United Nations last week conceded the international pact to constraint the global
temperature rise to 1.5C above pre-industrial levels will be breached in the next few years,
causing climate impacts such as this summer’s record heatwaves and wildfires to “strike faster,
hit harder and last longer.”

Yet the increase in the world’s fever will likely be even larger than most projections currently
account for, the new research warns, as they do not factor in the methane and CO2 that will
spew from permafrost, wetlands, freshwaters and wildfires — the four areas the paper analyzed.

“This hidden multiplier is missing from the models guiding climate policy, so those models are
likely underestimating how much warming is coming — and overestimating how much carbon we
can still afford to emit,” said Sam Abernethy, a scientist at Spark Climate Solutions who led the
research, published in Environmental Research Letters.
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The disruption of the world’s carbon cycles is now being seen in “real time”, said Rob Jackson, a
Stanford University scientist and study co-author. “The results are a wake-up call, and it's
imperative that they be included in the next generation of climate policies,” he added. “Failure to
do so will make meeting the world’s climate goals less and less likely.”

There has been long-standing concern that should global heating melt enough of the Greenland
and Antarctic ice sheets, thaw enough permafrost, warp crucial ocean currents and turn the
Amazon rainforest into a savannah, the world will career past a series of catastrophic tipping
points where the climate system spins wildly outside any sort of restraining human influence.

The planet is getting closer to such a “point of no return” where this runaway global heating
becomes reality, a separate study earlier this year warned.

This latest paper makes clear that action by countries to cut fossil fuel pollution will still lessen
the amount of additional emissions that come from landscapes. Under the most optimistic
climate scenario where emissions are cut quickly, natural sources will add 0.2C of warming, the
paper found. Under a worse case higher emissions scenario, 0.4C will likely be added.

Current policies put in place by governments are likely to see the global temperature rise to
2.6C above pre-industrial times, according to Climate Action Tracker. This will likely cause
severe disruption and hardship to billions of people through sea level rise, crop losses and other
consequences.

“‘One of the most troubling aspects of climate change is that warming can trigger natural
processes that cause still more warming,” said Bill Ripple, an ecologist at Oregon State
University who helped author the research earlier this year on runaway heating. He was not
involved in the new paper, which he called “important”.

“This does not mean that a Hothouse Earth trajectory is inevitable, but it provides another
warning about the possibility of reinforcing feedbacks that can amplify the warming humans
initiate,” he said.

“The paper also reminds us why every fraction of a degree matters. The more we warm the

planet, the more we risk activating natural processes that add still more greenhouse gases to
the atmosphere. This makes rapid reductions in fossil fuel emissions even more urgent.”

17



UN NEWS

UN climate chief warns political division is undermining fight against ‘economic security
emergency’

The head of the UN's climate body has warned that treating global warming as a partisan issue
is dangerously out of step with reality, as he set out a stark account of the economic toll climate
change is already inflicting on Europe.

Simon Stiell, Executive Secretary of the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change
(UNFCCC), told the European Parliament's environment committee in Brussels on Thursday
that climate change had become “a continent-wide economic security emergency,” pointing to a
summer of extreme heat that has killed tens of thousands and battered infrastructure,
businesses and economies across Europe.

Climate ‘culture war’

“Climate is sometimes seen as a partisan issue: as territory in culture wars," Mr. Stiell said.
"That is palpably false.”

He said the summer's heat had forced mass evacuations, shut down power stations, disrupted
trade routes and driven down crop yields, pushing food prices higher still to come.

Elsewhere, he cited devastating floods in the Himalayas and heat-driven power outages and
water shortages in North Africa, warning that climate impacts were increasingly fuelling forced
migration both within and across borders.

One study, he said, put the cost of this summer's extreme weather to Europe at 180 billion euros
in lost productivity and disruption to food, energy and transport — equivalent to wiping out a full
percentage point of GDP, roughly the amount the EU economy is forecast to grow this year.

Mr. Stiell linked those costs directly to fossil fuel dependency, warning of another looming winter
fuel crisis for European households and businesses.

Don’t be soft
“To be soft on climate action is to be soft on inflation and the cost of living, soft on sovereignty
and security, and soft on economic growth and jobs,” he said.

He argued the clean energy transition offered Europe a way out. Renewables now supply
around half of the continent's power, he said, and solar generation alone saved Europe more
than 30 billion euros in avoided gas imports during the first six months of the Middle East
conflict.
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Worldwide, clean energy investment reached over two trillion dollars last year, he added —
double that of fossil fuels.

Getting heated

Without international climate cooperation, Mr. Stiell warned, the world would be heading for
global warming well above four degrees Celsius; with it, current policies point to a rise of 2.6
degrees — still far above the 1.5 degree limit agreed by nations back in 2015.

A recent UN Environment Programme (UNEP) report found that limit will be breached, though
only temporarily, he said, if the world takes concerted action to bring temperatures back down.

Mr. Stiell called on the European Union to help deliver progress at the COP31 conference later
this year, to be hosted by Turkiye, saying the priority was implementation rather than reopening
past agreements.

He pointed to methane reduction, food security and urban resilience as areas of shared
urgency.

“We live in a polarized age,” he said. “But inflation is a common enemy, security is a common

cause. Health, jobs, community and prosperity matter to us all. And every one of them demands
action on climate.”
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Palace: Govt steps up preparations for ‘very strong’ El Niiio
By: Luisa Cabato

MANILA, Philippines — The Palace on Wednesday said the government is stepping up
preparations for the impacts of a “very strong” El Nifio.

The assurance came as the United Nations’ climate agency, the World Meteorological
Organization, warned that El Nifio is expected to reach “very strong intensity” before peaking
toward the end of 2026. It also said the climate impacts could continue into 2027.

Palace: Govt steps up preparations for ‘very strong’ El Nifio

Young palay plants grow on parched earth in Sto. Nifio, South Cotabato. Photo by Amiel
Cagayan

MANILA, Philippines — The Palace on Wednesday said the government is stepping up
preparations for the impacts of a “very strong” El Nifio.

The assurance came as the United Nations’ climate agency, the World Meteorological
Organization, warned that El Nifio is expected to reach “very strong intensity” before peaking
toward the end of 2026. It also said the climate impacts could continue into 2027.

At a briefing, Palace press officer Claire Castro said climate change could intensify the impacts
of El Nifio, underscoring the need to further study its potential effects and prepare the country so
that future generations will not have to struggle as much.

“So, everything that we do now—and we also discussed this with the Climate Change
Commission regarding climate change—should be guided by science, so that all our actions are
aligned with the appropriate responses to the kinds of climate conditions we may face in the
future,” she said at a briefing.

Among the areas being prepared for El Nifio’s potential impacts is agriculture. The Department
of Agriculture has also long had an EI Nifio Task Force, an interagency body tasked with
coordinating preparations, mitigation measures, and responses to the dry spells and droughts
brought about by EI Nifio.

“The National Irrigation Administration, led by Engineer Eduardo Guillen, has long been
preparing for El Nifio and is providing farmers with guidance on what crops to plant during
heavy rains and when to harvest to minimize losses from storms,” Castro said.

El Nifo is a natural climate phenomenon. The Philippine Atmospheric, Geophysical and

Astronomical Services Administration characterizes it as the unusual rise in average sea surface
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temperatures in the central and eastern equatorial Pacific, resulting in warmer waters. As a
result, below-normal rainfall is expected, which can cause dry spells and droughts in several
areas. This means El Nifio is not caused by climate change.

However, scientists expect it to intensify heat on a planet already warming due to fossil fuel
emissions and worsen extreme weather events.

PHILIPPINE INFORMATION AGENCY
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CCC pursues measures to strengthen national climate expenditure tagqging

Representatives from the Climate Change Commission (CCC) and experts from the University
of the Philippines National College of Public Administration and Governance (UP NCPAG)
validate assessment findings and discuss measures to further strengthen the implementation
and sustainability of the National Climate Change Expenditure Tagging (NCCET) system.

QUEZON CITY, Philippines — The Climate Change Commission (CCC) is pursuing measures
to strengthen the National Climate Change Expenditure Tagging (NCCET) system following a
study that identified key challenges and areas for improvement in the tracking and monitoring of
climate-related public expenditures across government.

The NCCET Impact Assessment examined existing processes, institutional arrangements, and
the experiences of government personnel involved in climate expenditure tagging. Its findings
provided a basis for identifying measures to address implementation challenges and further
enhance the effectiveness and sustainability of the system.

The NCCET serves as a public financial management tool to track, monitor, and report
climate-related public expenditures of national government institutions (NGls). It has become
increasingly integrated into government planning and budgeting processes, making
climate-related investments more visible and supporting transparency and accountability in
climate finance.

The CCC, with support from the University of the Philippines National College of Public
Administration and Governance (UP NCPAG), convened discussions to validate the study’s
findings and identify practical, evidence-based measures to further strengthen the
implementation of the NCCET system.

Among the challenges identified through the assessment were the concentration of NCCET
knowledge and responsibilities among selected personnel; ambiguity in determining climate
relevance and expenditure attribution; the absence of an integrated platform for NCCET
submission and review; the lack of a standardized mechanism for tracking climate results; the
perceived limited influence of NCCET on budget deliberations; and gaps in awareness and
application of audit guidelines.

The assessment also identified several measures to address these challenges, including the
establishment of minimum institutional requirements; development of more detailed and
context-specific guidance on climate expenditure tagging and attribution; streamlining of
administrative processes; integration of climate indicators into planning, monitoring, and
evaluation frameworks; strengthening of mechanisms to improve budget traceability; review and
clarification of climate expenditure audit guidelines; and strengthening institutional support for
government agencies implementing the NCCET, including the capacity of the NCCET Helpdesk.
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CCC Vice Chairperson and Executive Director Robert E.A. Borje underscored the importance of
continuously enhancing the NCCET system to ensure that climate-responsive public
investments are effectively tracked and translated into meaningful results.

“‘Enhancing the NCCET is essential to strengthening how government plans, tracks, and
accounts for climate-related investments. By continuously examining its implementation and
identifying opportunities for improvement, we can build a more robust, transparent, and
responsive climate expenditure framework that supports effective climate action,” Borje said.

Meanwhile, Engr. Aimee Evangelista, Senior Science Research Specialist of the CCC’s
Implementation Oversight Division, emphasized that strengthening the NCCET is an ongoing
process that requires continuous review and improvement.

‘As you can see, improvement of the NCCET is an ongoing process. Everything that we
discussed here would be used to improve the NCCET,” Evangelista said.

Dr. Kristoffer Berse, Dean of UP NCPAG, said the assessment identified both accomplishments
and areas for improvement, providing a broader understanding of the system’s progress and
opportunities to further strengthen its implementation.

“Over the past several months, our team has been assessing how the national climate change
expenditure planning system is implemented across government, looking into the different
processes, institutional arrangements, and experiences of the people involved in its
implementation,” Berse said.

The assessment and discussions will support the CCC’s continuing efforts to enhance the
NCCET system and strengthen climate-responsive public financial management.

Through these efforts, the CCC aims to support a more transparent, accountable, and effective

system for tracking and monitoring government climate-related expenditures and ensuring that
climate-responsive public investments contribute to meaningful and measurable results.
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2026 NDC: Philippines promises to reduce more carbon emissions on its own
By: lya Gozum

MANILA, Philippines — The Philippines has recommitted to a 75% reduction in carbon
emissions, 7% of which the country would undertake and fund on its own, while the remaining
68% target is conditional upon international support.

These are emissions from sectors such as energy, transport, and agriculture covering the period
of 2025 to 2035.

“With all identified policies and measures, the Philippines is projected, based on current
analysis, to be a net sink over the 2025-2035 period,” the Philippines’ submission to the United
Nations read. A net sink absorbs more emissions than it releases — like forests and oceans.

In its latest submission to the United Nations, the Philippines underscored its high vulnerability
to climate impacts despite minimal contribution to the crisis. With this in mind, the Philippines set
adaptation to severe impacts, such as massive flooding and heat, as a “central and continuous
priority.”

Previously, the Philippines had committed to the same 75% target — the difference being that
the targets that hinged on international support were bigger at 72.29%. The Climate Change

Commission under the Office of the President leads the updating and submission of climate
targets.

THE MANILA TIMES
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Marcos wants proactive response to El Nino
By: Allen Limos

PRESIDENT Ferdinand Marcos Jr. is keen to adopt a proactive stance against a strong El Nifo
expected to affect the country in late 2026, Malacafiang said.

The Philippine Atmospheric, Geophysical and Astronomical Services Administration earlier said
that El Nifio is set to bring record-breaking temperatures as it strengthens from late 2026 to
early 2027.

"This is one of the President’s concerns so that we can all prepare, and the next generation will
not have a hard time because we have already prepared the right steps,” Palace Press Officer
Claire Castro said in a press briefing on Wednesday, noting the goal is to take scientific steps to
protect communities, food production and water resources in advance against the weather
phenomenon.

She said the president has directed key executive agencies to base all intervention strategies
on scientific frameworks in coordination with the Climate Change Commission.

Castro said that rainfall and temperature extremes, which have escalated dramatically
compared to previous decades, require a whole-of-government approach.

"He (Marcos) himself said that the rain back then was not as strong as it is now. The heat 10
years ago was not the same today. All that we should be doing now is according to science so

that we can all work together to face this kind of climate,” Castro said.

Agriculture Secretary Francisco Tiu Laurel Jr., she said, has activated the El Nifio Task Force to
protect farmers from the harmful effects of shifting weather patterns.

The National Irrigation Administration, on the other hand, was tasked to assist farmers with
adaptive agricultural techniques and strategic planting schedules based on regional weather

fluctuations.

Castro said proactive water infrastructure development, structural building safety and regional
water security projects are critical to ensuring nationwide stability during prolonged dry periods.

=END=
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