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PBBM. India tackle railway. space, other project tieups

By: Samuel P. Medenilla

President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. led discussions on the country’s possible cooperation with India
on the construction of three railway projects as well as obtaining space technology for weather
forecasting during his two-day trip to New Delhi, according to Malacanang.

CNN

Rich nations are handing Nepal a climate crisis bill it can’t afford

By: Stephanie Yang

Work to rebuild trade routes destroyed by catastrophic flooding in Nepal has begun, with a new
bridge across the Tadi River that the Nepali Army is calling the “bridge of hope.”


https://businessmirror.com.ph/2026/09/14/pbbm-india-tackle-railway-space-other-project-tieups/
https://edition.cnn.com/2026/09/11/economy/nepal-climate-disaster-cost-intl-hnk

DAILY TRIBUNE

DA, PAGASA inks climate data moa for farmers
By: Mico Virata

Farmers and fisherfolk are set to gain faster access to localized weather and climate advisories
under a new data-sharing partnership between the Department of Agriculture (DA) and the
Philippine Atmospheric, Geophysical and Astronomical Services Administration (PAGASA).

ECO BUSINESS

[OPINION] War and climate
By: By Carlos Nobre, Johan Rockstrom and Robert Muggah

Six months into the Iran war, the standoff in the Strait of Hormuz continues to rattle the global
economy. Traders and governments are watching for signs of escalation, while households and
companies are paying more for fuel and fearing energy shortages.
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PH Climate Tech Startup CrisisOps Gets Hand-Picked for Harvard Climate Circle
Accelerator
By: JV Ordonez

Philippine-based physical Al & climate tech startup CrisisOps has been selected by the Harvard
Climate Circle Accelerator program, which is set to boost the app's Al-based operations that
would help governments act quicker on those caught between disasters and warzones, based
on the Harvard Innovation Labs website.

FINANCIAL TIMES

US pressure on development banks to scrap climate finance goals
By: Attracta Mooney

The UN agreement to provide $1.3tn in climate finance is under threat, as multilateral lenders
are expected to follow the World Bank in dumping green targets after intense US pressure.


https://tribune.net.ph/2026/09/12/da-pagasa-inks-climate-data-moa-for-farmers
https://www.eco-business.com/opinion/war-and-climate/
https://www.esquiremag.ph/money/industry/naga-based-crisisops-safe-gets-hand-picked-for-harvard-climate-circle-accelerator-a8072-20260913-bsc
https://www.esquiremag.ph/money/industry/naga-based-crisisops-safe-gets-hand-picked-for-harvard-climate-circle-accelerator-a8072-20260913-bsc
https://www.ft.com/content/7181577b-345d-46f4-908d-294a23fe488e?syn-25a6b1a6=1
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Zubiri pushes global climate loss-damage fund deal
By: Camille P. Balagtas

SENATE Majority Leader Juan Miguel “Migz” Zubiri is pushing for Senate concurrence in an
agreement setting the privileges and immunities of the Board of the global Fund for Responding
to Loss and Damage, with Senate Minority Leader Alan Peter Cayetano backing the move.

MANILA BULLETIN

Climate change-proofing': PPA invests more on stronger, upgraded ports. other facilities
By: Aaron Recuenco

In these times that even the southwest monsoon, or habagat, causes widespread flooding and
destruction, the Philippine Ports Authority (PPA) chose to plan ahead by investing on proper
response measures and “climate change-proofing” its facilities and critical infrastructures.

MANILA STANDARD

Philippines joins India-led disaster resilience coalition
By: Charles Dantes

The Philippines on Saturday formally joined the Coalition for Disaster Resilient Infrastructure
(CDRI) as its 71st member to help countries strengthen infrastructure against disasters and
climate-related risks. NaturalDisasters

PHILIPPINE NEWS AGENCY

Fair weather to prevail across PH

Except for localized thunderstorms, fair weather will prevail across the country on Monday, the
weather bureau said.

SUNSTAR

PH gains access to resilience experties

The Philippines has officially joined the Coalition for Disaster Resilient Infrastructure (CDRI), a
global partnership that helps countries strengthen infrastructure against climate and disaster
risks.

Information and Knowledge Management Division


https://journalnews.com.ph/zubiri-pushes-global-climate-loss-damage-fund-deal/
https://mb.com.ph/2026/09/13/climate-change-proofing-ppa-invests-more-on-stronger-upgraded-ports-other-facilities
https://manilastandard.net/news/314791391/philippines-joins-india-led-disaster-resilience-coalition.html
https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1283951
https://www.sunstar.com.ph/amp/story/cebu/ph-gains-access-to-resilience-experties
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PBBM. India tackle railway. space, other project tieups
By: Samuel P. Medenilla

President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. led discussions on the country’s possible cooperation with India
on the construction of three railway projects as well as obtaining space technology for weather
forecasting during his two-day trip to New Delhi, according to Malacafiang.

The chief executive also met with several Indian firms to discuss updates on their ongoing
expansion plans in the Philippines.

Presidential Communications Office (PCQO) Acting Secretary Dave M. Gomez disclosed Marcos
met with the Rail India Technical and Economic Service Ltd. (RITES) on Saturday to discuss
how it can support the Mindanao Railway Project, a mass rail system in Cebu, and the
extension of the Philippine National Railways (PNR) system from Tutuban in Manila.

He said the Indian transport infrastructure consultancy of the Ministry of Railways can
participate in the projects as a consultant or through a public-private partnership (PPP) and help
Manila secure official development assistance (ODA) for their implementation.

The Palace official said Marcos also met with Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) to
discuss how it can help Philippine Space Agency (PhilSA) in launching Manila’s own satellite.

“It is truly important for us to have our own satellite because it serves many purposes and offers
significant benefits—ranging from communications and weather forecasting [which is essential]
because of climate change to defense and security,” Gomez told reporters, partly in Filipino, in
an interview at Taj Mahal Hotel in New Delhi on Saturday.

Marcos went to India to represent the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (Asean) as its
current chairman at the 18th BRICS Summit in New Delhi.

While in India, he met officials of the Coalition for Disaster Resilient Infrastructure (CDRI), where
it was announced that the Philippines will become CDRI's 71st member

The CDRI is a voluntary and non-binding global partnership that helps countries strengthen
infrastructure against disasters and climate change.

Gomez said the country’s membership in CDRI will give it access to financing to make its
infrastructure’s more disaster resilient.

Marcos also held discussions with the following Indian firms to get updates on their ongoing
expansion plans in the Philippines: iISON Group, National Payments Corporation of India (NPCI)


https://businessmirror.com.ph/2026/09/14/pbbm-india-tackle-railway-space-other-project-tieups/

International Payments Limited (NIPL), GMR Group, VVDN Technologies, Hinduja Group, and
HCLTech.

iISON Group has committed US$75 million on an agro-solar project, healthcare and 24/7
teleconsultation services, as well Business Process Outsourcing and global delivery centers,
while NIPL will be partnering with the Land Bank of the Philippines for the local adoption of
India’s Unified Payment Interface.

GMR is cooperating with Cavitex Holdings Inc. for the development of the Sangley Point
International Airport (SPIA) project.

Trade Secretary Cristina Aldeguer-Roque, who accompanied the President in the business
meetings, said the government will address the concerns they have raised.

“We take a whole-of-government approach to make sure that things get done. All the Cabinet
secretaries work together to address the concerns of these companies,” Roque said.



CNN

Rich nations are handing Nepal a climate crisis bill it can’t afford
By: Stephanie Yang

Work to rebuild trade routes destroyed by catastrophic flooding in Nepal has begun, with a new
bridge across the Tadi River that the Nepali Army is calling the “bridge of hope.”

Nepal will need a lot of it, as the country starts digging itself out of a disaster-related economic
crisis that government officials estimate will cost a least $5 billion in reconstruction receipts
alone.

What the headline number doesn’t account for, experts said, is the knock-on impacts from losing
critical infrastructure the country depends on for travel and transporting goods.

“This flash flood, it is not a single-sector disaster,” Nischal Dhungel, a non-resident fellow at the
Nepal Institute for Policy Research who writes about Nepal's economy.

“Its effects run through farms, power plants, trade corridors, tourism, business, insurance,
linking household losses to national economy recovery.”

Several major nations have already pledged humanitarian and financial assistance to Nepal,
including the US, China and India.

But part of Nepal's plea for more global aid stems from concerns that extreme flooding will
become more common as climbing temperatures melt ice caps in the Himalayas. Scientists
believe the recent event was caused by a huge glacial collapse that triggered a landslide.

Experts are still working out what role climate change played in the disaster, but rising
temperatures are destabilizing Nepal’s glaciers and frozen mountain slopes.

Nepal's leaders have made it clear they’re assigning some of the blame for the disaster — and
the responsibility to pay for it — on larger countries that generate far more than Nepal's 0.1%
share of global emissions.

And they’ve already requested $20 million in compensation from a United Nations fund made to
assist developing countries hit by climate-related losses.

“‘Nepal’s contribution is extremely low, yet we are among those bearing the consequences of the
problems created by those emissions,” Foreign Minister Shisir Khanal said in an interview with
Nepali media.

“In this regard, Nepal must stand firm and make this an issue of justice at the international
level.”


https://edition.cnn.com/2026/09/11/economy/nepal-climate-disaster-cost-intl-hnk

Nepal is ‘paying the price’

While the damage is concentrated within a few valley districts in central Nepal, the uncertainty
around reconstructing those economic corridors, exacerbated by climate change, could drag on
the country’s growth for years.

If global warming continues at pace, Nepal could lose roughly 4% of its GDP by 2050, according
to World Bank analysis.

“There is now a strong narrative among Nepalese that the country is paying the price of a
climate crisis it did very little to create,” said Soniya Rijal, a postdoctoral research fellow at the
University of Sydney who studies community responses to extreme events.

The possibility of subsequent floods also complicates reconstruction efforts, by raising the costs
of disaster resilience, financing and insurance for new infrastructure in the widening danger
zone.

“This rebuilding carries paradoxical pressures between being fast and cost-effective, and being
slow enough to build resilience,” Rijal said. “It's so difficult even in the normal situation when you
try to build all these things. As we are facing cascading disasters, it becomes even harder.”

Sudip Bhaju, a director with the Nepal Economic Forum, an economic policy think tank, said
heightened standards for infrastructure following the floods will likely make future construction
more expensive.

The growing risks of climate change could double the cost of rebuilding compared to what was
lost, he said. And some projects like hydro dams may be permanently shelved, hindering
Nepal's ambitions to diversify its economy by exporting energy to neighbors like India and
Bangladesh.

“We are waiting for another time bomb, right?” he said. “So, the biggest question here is, how
are we going to build?”

Incalculable losses

Miles from the path of Nepal's deadly flash flooding, Bhaju is already starting to see its
economic reverberations in the nation’s capital of Kathmandu.

Everyday essentials including fruits and vegetables have gotten 5-8% more expensive,
according to Bhaju. The price of gas has risen as much as 36% outside official distribution
channels, when consumers can get it, he said.



“If the government is not ensuring proper supply of gas to hotels, restaurants, then that’s
definitely going to create a kind of a black market,” he said. “That is going to have a ripple effect
on everything from transport to your daily goods.”

For many businesses in Nepal, the floods threaten to compound lingering pain from previous
disasters and economic shocks.

After an earthquake in 2015 that killed 9,000 people and caused $10 billion in damage shuttered
a major border crossing with China, much of the country’s trading activity moved north to
Rasuwaghadi, one of the hardest-hit area of the recent floods.

But last month’s destruction marked the second time in less than two years that Rasuwaghadi
was struck by climate-driven flooding.

Saloni Sethia, managing director at Vie Tec, a specialist building systems and construction
supply company based in Kathmandu, said that her business was hit by both floods. With trade
channels to China now constrained, she said it's costing four times as much to hire drivers to
deliver goods via the Korala border pass, with wait times undetermined, but growing. Switching
to sea freight from the port city of Guangzhou adds three weeks to delivery.

“That uncertainty is a cost in itself,” Sethia wrote in an email to CNN. “Somebody pays for those
extra three weeks. Either the importer’s margin or the customer’s price, usually both.”

She said many businesses are also anticipating loan losses, delayed payments and squeezes
on cash flow. As a supplier to some of the impacted hydro dams, Vie Tec has no realistic way to
forecast when it might be paid.

The halt to trade and logistics also comes a few weeks before Dashain, a 15-day Hindu
religious festival that significantly drives consumer spending and tourism annually.

Last year, economic activity from the holiday was dampened by large-scale student protests,
Sethia said, and businesses that had hoped to recoup those losses this year bought goods on
loan that were ultimately lost to the floods.

Foreign visitors could be discouraged from visiting Nepal as well, impacting an industry that
accounts for about 7% of the country’s GDP and more than one million jobs. Past shocks such
as the 2015 earthquake and the 2025 Gen Z protests were followed by a 26% and 18% drop in
foreign arrivals respectively, according to the Nepal Economic Forum.

“That is how a corridor event becomes a national one,” Sethia wrote. “Businesses that were
never near the water end up carrying part of the loss, and there is no line for that in any
reconstruction estimate.”



DAILY TRIBUNE

DA, PAGASA inks climate data moa for farmers
By: Mico Virata

Farmers and fisherfolk are set to gain faster access to localized weather and climate advisories
under a new data-sharing partnership between the Department of Agriculture (DA) and the
Philippine Atmospheric, Geophysical and Astronomical Services Administration (PAGASA).

The agencies signed a memorandum of agreement to strengthen the use of weather and
climate information in agricultural planning and decision-making under the seven-year Adapting
Philippine Agriculture to Climate Change (APA) Project.

Joint initiative

The project is a joint initiative of the DA, PAGASA and the Food and Agriculture Organization of
the United Nations, with financing support from the Green Climate Fund.

Under the agreement, the agencies will regularly share and jointly use weather and climate
data. They will also work together in generating and distributing agrometeorological advisories
through the DA's National Climate Information Service Center for Agriculture and Fisheries
Sector, regional and provincial CIS centers, and PAGASA.

Provide farmers, fisherfolk with info

The goal is to provide farmers and fisherfolk with practical information they can use to prepare
for and manage climate-related risks, including those affecting production and farm planning.

Assistant Secretary for Operations and APA National Project director U-Nichols A. Manalo said
timely access to reliable information is critical to building climate resilience in vulnerable
agricultural communities.

“Climate resilience begins with ensuring that the right information reaches the users at the right
time. This agreement fortifies the foundation for a more responsive CIS system, coupled with
science-based and sound agricultural advisories that will help farmers and fisherfolk prepare for,
anticipate, and manage climate risks,” Manalo said.

Develop localized, context-specific advisories
The APA Project will use the strengthened information system to develop localized and

context-specific advisories, particularly for vulnerable communities, including women, youth and
Indigenous Peoples.


https://tribune.net.ph/2026/09/12/da-pagasa-inks-climate-data-moa-for-farmers

Beyond immediate weather advisories, the partnership is expected to help establish longer-term
systems and institutional arrangements for sharing agricultural weather and climate data.

The agencies said the initiative will support more climate-informed decision-making while
helping protect the livelihoods of communities exposed to climate risks.
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PH Climate Tech Startup CrisisOps Gets Hand-Picked for Harvard Climate Circle
Accelerator
By: JV Ordonez

Philippine-based physical Al & climate tech startup CrisisOps has been selected by the Harvard
Climate Circle Accelerator program, which is set to boost the app's Al-based operations that
would help governments act quicker on those caught between disasters and warzones, based
on the Harvard Innovation Labs website.

According to Harvard Innovation Labs member and CrisisOps CEO Jason Keith Bonaga, the
Al-native operational platform combines edge intelligence, real-time data, and a platform that
turns fragmented data into operational decisions at crucial moments in disaster response. This
would allow governments and non-government organizations to act faster when climate shocks
strike frontline communities.

Harvard Innovation Labs every year selects about 38 ventures to join the Harvard Climate
Entrepreneurs Circle, which backs these initiatives and startups that focus on clean energy,
commercial fleet optimization, chemical manufacturing decarbonization, and other businesses
that bear sustainable goals.

A selection to the circle would include world-class coaching, legal counsel, warm connections to
industry leaders, and a peer group of Harvard founders who are also engaged in innovative
solutions to approach climate change.

These circle members also get exclusive access to a "first customer program" with Harvard
Operations, or basically the opportunity to pitch their solutions to university operations.

"Harvard University has initiated procurement with multiple ventures after hearing founders
pitch, aiming to turn the university campus into a living laboratory for novel climate solutions,"
according to a Harvard Innovations Lab post on its website.

To give you a digestible rundown on how the platform actually works, it operates with an
end-to-end physical Al system that bridges the gap between raw environmental data, predictive
intelligence, and real-world emergency response.

The startup's CEO said that it is powered by a proprietary operational intelligence network
engine,, which allows the platform to help organizations and critical infrastructure sense,

understand, predict, and act on climate risks.

"CrisisOps is building the physical Al for climate resilience. We combine edge intelligence,
real-time data, and Al-driven operational decision-making to help governments and communities
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understand what is happening on the ground, anticipate risks, and coordinate faster responses,"
Bofiaga said in a WhatsApp message.
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US pressure on development banks to scrap climate finance goals
By: Attracta Mooney

The UN agreement to provide $1.3tn in climate finance is under threat, as multilateral lenders
are expected to follow the World Bank in dumping green targets after intense US pressure.

At least two multilateral development banks, the Inter-American Development Bank and the
Asian Development Bank, were in discussions about scrapping climate finance targets, people
familiar with talks said.

It comes after the World Bank in June said it would “retire” a target for 45 per cent of its
financing to go to projects that offered climate “co-benefits”.

A senior development finance expert said: “MDBs are kowtowing to US pressures . . . It will have
enormous consequences.”

Countries including the UK and Germany, under increased budget and political pressure, are
also expected to cut international climate finance, which is provided to help developing nations
shift their economies away from fossil fuels or to respond to the effects of climate change.

Under President Donald Trump, who has called climate change a “con job”, the US has pushed
multilateral development banks and countries to wind down green financing. It has also pressed
for a rollback on restrictions on financing fossil fuels, one development bank official said.

Two people familiar with talks said the IDB, the main source of multilateral financing in Latin
America and the Caribbean, had come under “real pressure” to dump its target for climate to
account for 45 per cent of financing.

In 2025, IDB increased climate finance by 46 per cent on the previous year to $9.95bn.

The Manila-based ADB was also weighing whether to dump its target, two other people said,
although it had fewer direct demands from the US.

Last year, ADB committed $13.5bn in climate finance from its own resources, representing just
over half of its total annual committed financing.

“All the MDBs with large US shareholding will likely drop targets,” said one development finance
official.

IDB said climate finance had been “an important tool for tracking effort and ambition, but
financing volumes alone do not fully capture results”. What “ultimately matters” was whether
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investments were making communities more resilient, avoid emissions and develop among
other metrics, it added.

“For that reason, we are exploring how to place greater emphasis on metrics that measure
impact and results,” the group said. This did “not reflect a change in our commitment to climate
action, our policies or our operational priorities.”

ADB said its climate finance targets remained in place, and would be reviewed in 2027 as part
of its “regular institutional procedure.”

It was focused on responding to demand for support in resilience to floods, droughts, sea-level
rise, and increasing extreme weather events, as well as support for affordable, reliable, and
cleaner energy and transport, it said.

MDBs have become an increasingly key part of climate finance efforts. Their contribution to
lending to low and middle income countries was boosted to $103bn last year, up a fifth on the
year before. This is typically leveraged by using the relatively small amounts of paid-in public
donor capital to borrow larger sums at low rates from capital markets and work with the private
sector.

The removal of climate finance targets would make it harder for developed nations to meet their
obligations to provide international climate finance. Countries previously agreed to mobilise at
least $300bn annually for developing nations by 2035 and work towards reaching $1.3tn over
the same period.

Joe Thwaites, international climate finance director at the NRDC advocacy group, argued that
“the US isn’t the only shareholder that matters, nor are these institutions the only ones in town.
It is quite smart for donors to make clear they can and will move their money.”

Another development finance official said the “optics” of the banks rolling back climate finance
targets at a time when wildfires and floods were devastating large populations were
“horrendous”.

Many countries are also expected to reduce climate financing contributions over the coming
years, with analysis by Greenpeace in Germany warning Berlin was unlikely to meet its target of
providing €6bn a year.

The UK has also scaled back its international climate aid, reducing spending to £6bn over the
next three years, down from a previous target of £11.6bn over five years. Earlier this year it

halved a pledge to the UN Green Climate Fund.

In 2024, the hottest year on record, climate finance reached $2tn, but the vast majority went to
developed countries and China.
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[OPINION] War and climate
By: By Carlos Nobre, Johan Rockstrom and Robert Muggah

Six months into the Iran war, the standoff in the Strait of Hormuz continues to rattle the global
economy. Traders and governments are watching for signs of escalation, while households and
companies are paying more for fuel and fearing energy shortages.

But the war is also taking a deeper, albeit less visible, environmental toll, driving up carbon
dioxide emissions and undermining international cooperation on climate change. And unlike
high oil prices, those costs will not disappear when the war ends.

Iran, of course, is just one geopolitical flashpoint. There are currently 65 active state-based
armed conflicts worldwide, the highest number since records began in 1946.

While the Middle East and Ukraine dominate news headlines, the civil wars in Sudan and
Myanmar are still raging. Global military spending rose for the eleventh consecutive year in
2025, reaching nearly US$2.9 trillion. By contrast, official development assistance fell by more
than 23 per cent in real terms—the largest annual decline on record.

Meanwhile, the climate crisis continues to escalate. The past three years have been the
warmest on record, and every year between 2015 and 2025 ranks among the 11 warmest ever
measured.

A 2025 report by the Planetary Boundaries Science Lab found that seven of Earth’s nine
planetary boundaries have been breached, with ocean acidification being the latest to fall
outside the safe range. An intensifying El Nifio could make matters worse, heating an already
exceptionally warm planet and increasing the likelihood of disruptive droughts, floods, and other
weather extremes.

Conflict-related emissions remain poorly captured by climate accounting, making it hard to
estimate the Iran war’s full environmental impact. Military emissions are often reported
incompletely, if they are reported at all, and are rarely subject to scrutiny. A 2026 review of 263
separate studies found that more than 90 per cent of emissions linked to military operations and
conflicts go unaccounted for. Methods are improving, but estimates still vary depending on what
counts as military activity and how damaged infrastructure is assessed.

Earlier this year, an analysis by the Climate and Community Institute estimated that the first 14
days of fighting between the United States, Israel, and Iran generated more than five million
metric tons of carbon dioxide equivalent (CO2e) emissions, more than Iceland emits in a year.
Emissions have continued to rise since then, though there is no comparable estimate for the
war as a whole.
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The war’s carbon bill will keep growing after the fighting stops. Rebuilding damaged roads,
homes, and industrial facilities requires producing vast quantities of highly carbon-intensive
cement and steel. A 2024 study found that postwar reconstruction can generate an enormous
carbon footprint, in some cases rivaling a country’s prewar emissions.

Then there is the war’s toxic legacy. Strikes on refineries and petrochemical facilities can
release sulfur compounds, heavy metals, and other pollutants into the air and water,
contaminating soils, aquifers, and coastal ecosystems in a region already suffering from
extreme heat and water scarcity. Smoke plumes may disappear from satellite images within
days, but the contamination can last for generations.

The war’s indirect effects may be even more damaging. Wars destroy physical assets, but they
also change the calculations behind energy policy. When established routes become unreliable,
governments and companies turn to supplies they consider secure and politically manageable,
even if that means dirtier fuels.

In this respect, the closure of the Strait of Hormuz marks a turning point. Shipping through the
waterway has been severely curtailed since the war began on February 28 and was effectively
halted again in early July, creating what the International Energy Agency described as the
“largest supply disruption in the history of the global oil market.”

Oil prices climbed above US$110 a barrel. The short-lived ceasefire between the US and Iran
briefly reopened the Strait and brought prices down, but since it broke down and the negotiation
window expired, shipping has been disrupted again and global energy markets have come
under renewed pressure.

The resistible pull of king coal

Even though a single naval incident can now trigger a global energy crisis almost overnight,
governments and markets are still banking on reliable fossil-fuel supplies. In July, for example,
the US Energy Information Administration projected that Brent prices would fall to US$74 in the
third quarter; days later, renewed US strikes rendered that forecast obsolete.

Fearing energy shortages, many governments are responding to the crisis by leaning more
heavily on fossil fuels. Coal plants scheduled to close may now stay open, mothballed capacity
could be restored, and emergency gas contracts may end up becoming permanent.

Signs of this fossil-fuel resurgence are already visible. Several countries have increased coal
generation or delayed plant closures in recent months, echoing the scramble for fossil fuels that
followed Russia’s 2022 invasion of Ukraine.

By May, 109 countries had announced energy-related measures in response to the war. Nearly

20 governments introduced structural measures to improve efficiency or accelerate
electrification, but most of these interventions were aimed at conserving fuel and shielding
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consumers. While some measures may help cushion the shock, they also risk locking in the
very dependencies that caused the crisis in the first place.

Notably, this is the first major oil crisis in which there are mass-market clean alternatives. The
crisis may make coal and natural gas more attractive in the short term, but over time it could
also erode confidence in imported fossil fuels and strengthen the political and economic case for
electrification.

This is not to suggest that the transition to clean energy will be smooth sailing. Batteries, solar
panels, and wind turbines all depend on critical minerals produced and processed through
highly concentrated global supply chains. According to one recent estimate, the full
implementation of China’s rare-earth export controls could put US$6.5 ftrillion in annual
downstream production outside China at risk.

Some of these vulnerabilities are often overlooked in energy-policy debates, as they involve
little-known inputs like sulfur and sulfuric acid, which are essential to the production of
phosphate fertiliser and to processing copper, cobalt, and nickel. The Middle East produces
around one-quarter of the world’s sulfur, and nearly half of all seaborne supply passes through
the Strait of Hormuz. Recent disruptions have already led China to curb sulfuric acid exports,
raising costs across both mineral and fertiliser supply chains.

With electrification and food production also exposed to concentrated supply chains and
maritime chokepoints, speed has become crucial. While an LNG terminal or a thermal power
plant can take years to complete, rooftop solar, batteries, and efficiency upgrades can be
deployed much faster.

Clean energy, however, is still constrained by high financing costs, permitting delays,
inadequate grids, and concentrated supply chains. Even so, solar panels and batteries can be
installed piece by piece without waiting for a single large project to come online.

Strengthening domestic manufacturing could help address some of these problems, but
producing every mineral and component at home would be prohibitively expensive and
unrealistic. Rather than seeking self-sufficiency, countries should build diversified supply chains
that can survive the loss of one supplier without seizing up.

Alternatives to oil also come with their own environmental costs. Consider biofuels. When oil
and gas prices rise, corn, palm oil, soy, and sugar become more attractive, since they can be
easily integrated into existing fuel systems. But clearing carbon-rich forests to make room for
fuel crops can create an emission debt that would take decades to pay off.

Moreover, increased biofuel demand does not necessarily translate into higher crop prices. How
much farmers actually stand to gain depends on government mandates, refining capacity, and
commodity markets. And when crop prices do rise, so does the value of farmland, making forest
clearing even more lucrative.
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The Iran war is already forcing that trade-off. Governments grappling with a fuel-price crisis tend
to cut budgets, and environmental agencies rarely have the necessary political muscle to
protect theirs. That creates room for land grabbing and illegal logging, which criminal
organisations are quick to exploit.

Another vulnerability is food production. Though the effects of displacing farmers and disrupting
cultivation can take months, even years, to manifest, the Iran war has sped up the process by
throwing commodity markets into chaos. Disruptions to sulfuric acid and natural-gas shipments
from the Gulf, for example, are already raising costs for import-dependent farmers.

The World Bank expects its fertiliser price index to rise by more than 30 per cent in 2026,
reflecting higher input costs, biofuel demand, and the Hormuz crisis. Poorer countries, where
farmers have less access to credit and governments have fewer resources to cushion price
shocks, will be hit the hardest.

Russia’s invasion of Ukraine showed how quickly a war in one part of the world can jeopardise
food security in another. The war in Iran is now hitting the same, already strained supply chains.
A fertiliser shortage that delays planting may not get as much media attention as a missile
strike, but its consequences can be even more devastating and longer-lasting.

Climate diplomacy in the crosshairs

Instead of strengthening emission-reduction plans or protecting forests, governments are
focused on containing energy prices and securing fuel supplies. It's not difficult to see why:
climate policies are a hard-enough sell without households and companies complaining about
surging fuel costs. Climate diplomacy is among the easiest things to put off.

As worsening droughts dry out rivers and fuel wildfires across Europe and North America, the
timing could hardly be worse. Last year’s United Nations Climate Change Conference (COP30)
in Belém ended without adopting roadmaps to shift away from fossil fuels or halt and reverse
deforestation. The Brazilian presidency subsequently launched both initiatives outside the
formal COP30 agreement, but those efforts must now compete with a war that is consuming
diplomatic attention and public money.

Yet the consequences of delaying decarbonisation are no longer hypothetical. Every year that
fossil-fuel use rises and forests continue to disappear puts more pressure on the climate
system, increasing the risk of further ice-sheet loss, weaker ocean circulation, more erratic
rainfall, and severe damage to vital ecosystems.

Like all wars, the Iran war will eventually end. Shipping will resume, reconstruction contracts will
be signed, and the world’s attention will move on. But carbon-intensive infrastructure built in
response to an energy shock can remain in place for decades, while damaged ecosystems may
never fully recover.
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Although the war has made climate negotiations more difficult, geopolitical turmoil need not
derail the energy transition. Embracing biofuels and returning to coal are policy choices, and
governments can choose not to sacrifice the Amazon to keep fuel prices down.

Avoiding that outcome requires clear guardrails. Any decision to keep coal plants running should
have an expiry date, and emergency gas purchases shouldn’t lock countries into decades of
supply they may not want. Environmental enforcement should be protected from emergency
budget cuts. And when reconstruction gets underway, it should favour lower-carbon materials.

These measures must be paired with public investment, as energy shocks tend to turn climate
policies into political liabilities. Governments will need to cushion the blow, but relief should go to
lower-income households instead of subsidising electricity across the board. They must also
invest in measures that permanently reduce demand, including decentralised clean power and
better public transit.

Renewables are already starting to reduce dependence on contested borders and dangerous
sea lanes. Global renewable power capacity reached a record 5,149 gigawatts last year, with
692 gigawatts added in 2025 alone. Renewables accounted for 85.6 per cent of all new power
capacity and now comprise almost half of installed global generating capacity, though the world
is far off track from the goal of tripling renewable capacity by 2030.

These figures measure capacity rather than generation, but they show how quickly power
systems are changing. Renewables do not make countries immune to crisis. Grids can be
attacked or fail, and much of the equipment they rely on moves through global supply chains.
What they do reduce is exposure to imported fuels.

The Iran war has made the security benefits of clean energy hard to ignore. After all,
domestically generated solar and wind power cannot be blockaded at a strait halfway around
the world. Yet efforts to reduce oil dependence can create new vulnerabilities. Renewed
pressure on fropical forests from increased biofuel demand shows what happens when
ecosystems are treated as expendable.

Energy security and climate security are not the same thing, but they now reinforce each other.
Restarting coal plants or finding safer oil suppliers would do little to protect the world from future
energy or environmental shocks. The only durable course is to accelerate the transition away
from fossil fuels while building clean-energy systems that are more diverse, decentralised, and
resilient.
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Zubiri pushes global climate loss-damage fund deal
By: Camille P. Balagtas

SENATE Majority Leader Juan Miguel “Migz” Zubiri is pushing for Senate concurrence in an
agreement setting the privileges and immunities of the Board of the global Fund for Responding
to Loss and Damage, with Senate Minority Leader Alan Peter Cayetano backing the move.

Zubiri sponsored Proposed Senate Resolution No. 642 covering the agreement in plenary on
Sept. 9. Cayetano and other senators signed Committee Report No. 97.

“Let us support these treaties and let us not get left behind,” Zubiri said as he pushed six
international agreements dealing with climate-related loss and damage, maritime search and
rescue, and nuclear safety and liability.Legislative Branch

The agreement forms part of the legal framework for the Philippines’ hosting of the Board of the
Fund for Responding to Loss and Damage, which was established to assist developing
countries particularly vulnerable to the effects of climate change.

The Philippines was selected in 2024 as host country of the Board after competing with seven
other countries. The Philippines and the Board signed the Host Country Agreement in
November 2024.

Republic Act No. 12019 had earlier granted the Board juridical personality and legal capacity in
the Philippines. Several Board meetings have since been held in the country as the required
domestic procedures for the hosting arrangement are completed.Atmospheric Science

In backing the agreement, Cayetano said the Philippines also needs to strengthen its disaster
rehabilitation and management.

“We have to seriously address this ‘new normal’ of extreme weather in the country,” he said.

“‘Magaling na tayo sa relief programs, pero sa rehabilitation at disaster management, mahina
pa,” he added.

The Fund may support efforts to address economic and non-economic losses from extreme
weather and slow-onset climate impacts, including recovery, reconstruction, rehabilitation,
displacement and relocation.Climate Change & Global Warming

The Philippines ranked first in the 2025 WorldRiskindex for the fourth consecutive year.

PAGASA, meanwhile, has reported a moderate-to-strong El Nifio that could reach very strong
intensity before the end of 2026.
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As of March 2026, more than $822 million had been pledged to the Fund by 27 partners.
Another $250 million has been allocated for its initial 2025-2026 funding phase.

Cayetano is also pushing Senate Bill No. 105, or the proposed Emergency Response

Department Act, which seeks to establish a separate department focused on disaster
preparedness, response, recovery and rehabilitation.Oras at Mga Kalendaryo
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'Climate change-proofing’: PPA invests more on stronger. upgraded ports. other facilities
By: Aaron Recuenco

In these times that even the southwest monsoon, or habagat, causes widespread flooding and
destruction, the Philippine Ports Authority (PPA) chose to plan ahead by investing on proper
response measures and “climate change-proofing” its facilities and critical infrastructures.

The integral part of this worse-case scenario preparation, according to PPA General Manager
Jay Daniel Santiago, is ensuring that ports in the country will continue to become operational
even in times of adverse effects of disasters such as typhoons and earthquakes.

“Ang mga pantalan natin ay hindi lang basta lugar kung saan sumasakay at bumababa ang mga
pasahero o naglo-load at unload ng mga kargamento. (Our ports are not just places where
passengers board and alight or where cargo is loaded and unloaded),” said Santiago.

“During disasters, they can become even more critical dahil dito dumadaan ang pagkain, fuel,
medical supplies, relief goods, at iba pang pangangailangan ng ating mga kababayan. (they can
become even more critical because food, fuel, medical supplies, relief goods, and other
essential needs of our countrymen pass through them),” he added.

Aside from upskilling its personnel for proper and appropriate response on worst disaster
effects, Santiago said they are also investing heavily on upgrading the designs of all its
managed ports across the country.

Climate change-proofing

Based on the ongoing PPA plans and programs, climate and disaster-resilient measures are
now mandatorily incorporated into the design, upgrading, and construction of port facilities,
particularly in areas exposed to earthquakes, liquefaction, typhoons, storm surges, wave action,
and sea-level rise.

For instance, the pavement and deck capacities in ports are now upgraded from 500 pounds
per square foot (or 2.4 tons per square meter) to 750 pounds per square foot, or 3.6 tons per
square meter.

He said major ports handling ship-to-shore cranes may be designed for capacities of up to
1,000 pounds per square foot.

On the other hand, the PPA plan said selected piers and wharves are also being raised from

approximately +3.00 meters to +3.50 meters above Mean Lower Low Water (MLLW) to provide
greater protection against elevated water levels and coastal hazards.
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To reduce the effects of strong waves and storm surges, Santiago said breakwaters are being
upgraded or constructed in selected ports, including Abra de llog and Nasugbu, Batangas.

Applicable projects are provided with higher crest elevations, increasing from approximately
+3.00 meters to +3.50 meters.

Other structural measures include reinforced concrete wharf piers supported by concrete or
steel piles to improve structural strength against wave action.

Deflector walls are also being constructed in back-up areas where wave overtopping has been
observed, including ports such as Virac and Legazpi.

Santiago said the design of rock causeways and retaining structures is likewise adapted to the
geographical and environmental conditions of individual ports, including the use of gentler
slopes where appropriate.

The PPA also made sure that applicable provisions of the National Structural Code of the
Philippines are strictly followed in the analysis and design of port infrastructure.

“Seismic loads, wind loads, and other relevant engineering parameters are taken into account
on this aspect. Beyond physical infrastructure, operational measures are in place to guide port
personnel when hazards threaten normal activities,” said Santiago.

Upskilling

Santiago said they are now regularly conducting disaster preparedness drills, simulations, and
scenario-based exercises to test the readiness of its personnel and facilities.

The goal, he said, is to ensure that appropriate response measures can be activated when
typhoons, earthquakes, or other hazards strike.

Under the PPA Disaster Risk Reduction and Management Manual, Port Management Offices
(PMOs) implement emergency response protocols and preparedness measures based on the
nature and severity of a hazard.

These include coordination with the Philippine Coast Guard (PCG), local Disaster Risk
Reduction and Management Offices (DRRMOs), local government units (LGUs), the
Department of Social Welfare and Development (DSWD), and other concerned agencies for
passenger assistance, emergency response, information-sharing, and other necessary
interventions.

Disaster management teams and response mechanisms are also maintained at the port level to
implement emergency measures, assist affected passengers and stakeholders, and facilitate
timely reporting to management.

23



Long term investment

In preparing for the worst impact of climate change, the PPA took into consideration an
international report which ranked the Philippines first in 2024 WorldRiskindex.

As an archipelagic nation exposed to multiple natural hazards, the report is unquestionable
since the Philippines remains highly vulnerable to typhoons, earthquakes, floods, storm surges,
and other disasters.

And for Santiago, it only means the urgency to come up with stronger disaster preparedness
and resilience, particularly for critical infrastructure such as ports that connect the country’s
islands and serve as lifelines for the movement of people and essential goods.

This is the reason, he said, why the PPA has been investing more on upgraded designs of
infrastructure using modern technology and local data.

“By combining risk-informed engineering, strengthened infrastructure, regular preparedness
exercises, emergency response protocols, inter-agency coordination, and continuity planning,
the PPA continues to prepare its ports not only to withstand natural hazards, but also to remain
dependabile lifelines for the Filipino people when they are needed most,” said Santiago.

24



MANILA STANDARD

Philippines joins India-led disaster resilience coalition
By: Charles Dantes

The Philippines on Saturday formally joined the Coalition for Disaster Resilient Infrastructure
(CDRI) as its 71st member to help countries strengthen infrastructure against disasters and
climate-related risks. NaturalDisasters

President Ferdinand “Bongbong” Marcos Jr. met with CDRI Director-General Amit Prothi
following the Philippines’ formal entry into the coalition, making it the second Southeast Asian
member after Vietnam.

The Department of Public Works and Highways will represent the Philippines in the coalition.

‘“'m really looking forward to working with the Philippine institutions on disaster-resilient
infrastructure, and I’'m very happy that they’ve decided to join the coalition,” Prothi said.

For his part, Presidential Communications Office Acting Secretary Dave Gomez said
membership would give the Philippines access to the expertise and best practices of other
countries in building disaster-resilient roads, bridges and ports.

“This is very important because the Coalition can really help us, especially in dealing with the
climate change we are facing,” Gomez said in mixed Filipino and English.

He added that the coalition could also help the Philippines access financing for resilient
infrastructure, noting that investing before disasters strike can reduce reconstruction costs.

Launched by India in 2019, the CDRI is a voluntary global partnership that promotes disaster-

and climate-resilient infrastructure through technical cooperation, knowledge sharing and
investment.
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PHILIPPINE NEWS AGENCY

Fair weather to prevail across PH

Except for localized thunderstorms, fair weather will prevail across the country on Monday, the
weather bureau said.

In its 5 a.m. advisory, the Philippine Atmospheric, Geophysical and Astronomical Services
Administration (PAGASA) said Batanes and the Babuyan Islands will have partly cloudy to

cloudy skies with isolated rain showers or thunderstorms due to the easterlies.

Metro Manila and the rest of the country will have partly cloudy to cloudy skies with isolated rain
showers due to localized thunderstorms.

PAGASA said it is monitoring a low-pressure area (LPA), which has no direct effect yet on any
part of the country as it is located 3,200 km. east of Eastern Visayas.

The weather bureau has issued no gale warning for any part of the country.
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PH gains access to resilience experties

The Philippines has officially joined the Coalition for Disaster Resilient Infrastructure (CDRI), a
global partnership that helps countries strengthen infrastructure against climate and disaster
risks.

President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. announced the country’s membership in a Facebook post
Saturday, Sept. 12, 2026.

“The Philippines officially joins the Coalition for Disaster Resilient Infrastructure, giving us
greater access to global expertise, innovative solutions and partnerships to build infrastructure
that can withstand disasters and protect Filipino communities for generations to come,” he said.

“The Filipino ‘bayanihan’ (cooperation) spirit will always be our greatest strength. But resilience
must also be built into the roads, bridges, communication systems and public buildings that our

people depend on every day,” he added.

The President met with CDRI officials on the sidelines of the 18th Brics Summit in New Delhi,
India, where the Philippines was welcomed as the coalition’s 71st member.

The Philippines is the second Southeast Asian country to join the CDRI after Vietnam.

Access to expertise

Presidential Communications Office (PCO) Acting Secretary Dave Gomez said membership
would allow the Philippines to draw on the experiences, technical expertise and best practices

of other members in developing disaster-resilient infrastructure.

Gomez, who joined Marcos during the meeting, said the Philippines could also gain access to
financing for projects designed to strengthen infrastructure against climate and disaster risks.

“So, it's a very big thing to be part of this Coalition,” Gomez said, stressing that investing in
resilient infrastructure before disasters strike is more cost-effective than spending heavily on
reconstruction and recovery after calamities.

CDRI director general Amit Prothi welcomed the Philippines to the coalition.

“'m really looking forward to working with the Philippine institutions on disaster-resilient
infrastructure and I’'m very happy that they’ve decided to join the coalition,” Prothi said.

Development plans
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The Philippines’ membership forms part of the Philippines-India Strategic Partnership and
supports the Philippine Development Plan 2023-2028, National Adaptation Plan 2023-2050 and
National Disaster Risk Reduction and Management Plan 2020-2030.

The PCO said the Department of Public Works and Highways has been designated to represent
the Philippines in the CDRI.

Also present during Marcos’ meeting with CDRI officials were Foreign Affairs Secretary Ma.
Theresa Lazaro, Finance Secretary Frederick Go, Transportation Secretary Giovanni Lopez and
Philippine Ambassador to India Josel Ignacio.

Global coalition

India launched the CDRI in 2019 as a voluntary and non-binding global partnership focused on
strengthening infrastructure against disasters and climate change.

Members have access to global expertise, funding, technical support, research opportunities,
new solutions and international best practices.

The coalition seeks to make US$10 ftrillion in new and existing infrastructure investments and
services resilient to natural hazards and climate change through stronger capacity, informed

policy, planning and management.

It aims to improve environmental quality, livelihoods and well-being for more than three billion
people worldwide.

The multi-stakeholder coalition is primarily supported by voluntary contributions from member
countries and organizations, including the United States, United Kingdom, European Union,

Australia, Canada, France, Germany, India, Japan, the Netherlands and the World Bank.

=END=
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