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ASEAN ministers to tackle rising disaster risks at Manila conference
By: Francis Orcio

Disaster management ministers and senior officials from the Association of Southeast Asian
Nations (ASEAN) will convene in Manila on September 15 and 16 to strengthen the region’s
response to mounting disaster risks, as climate change, rapid urbanization, and environmental
degradation compound existing hazards.

BUSINESS WORLD

Most World Bank energy-transition funding tagged as climate finance
By: Justine Irish D. Tabile

Three-fourths of the World Bank’s $1-billion financing for the Philippines’ energy transition and
climate resilience program has been classified as climate finance, the bank said.
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DAILY TRIBUNE

CALABARZON revisits SDG targets
By: Josephine D. Escovidal

CALAMBA CITY — CALABARZON is regressing in four Sustainable Development Goals, with
climate action posting the region’s steepest decline, according to the Department of Economy,
Planning and Development (DEPDev).

IRRI

Philippines validates methane MRV roadmap to advance climate commitments under
ASEAN-Korea initiative

QUEZON CITY, Philippines ~ On September 8, 2026, government agencies and climate
partners convened for a stakeholder workshop focused on validating and prioritizing strategies
to improve the Philippines' methane Measurement, Reporting, and Verification (MRV) system.

MANILA BULLETIN

Philippines raises greenhouse gas cuts target in updated climate pledge
By: Ellalyn De Vera-Ruiz

Aksyon Klima Pilipinas welcomes the higher 7% unconditional target but says the pledge lacks
a clear fossil fuel transition

Climate change-proofing': PPA invests more on stronger, upgraded ports, other facilities
By: Aaron Recuenco

In these times that even the southwest monsoon, or habagat, causes widespread flooding and
destruction, the Philippine Ports Authority (PPA) chose to plan ahead by investing on proper

response measures and “climate change-proofing” its facilities and critical infrastructures.
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Built for the Philippine weather: 5 principles for a climate-ready home
By: IDr. Oren Loza-PIID

One moment, a Philippine home is filled with warm afternoon sunlight; The next, dark clouds
gather, rain lashes the windows and wind and water take over.
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US ends limits on coal and gas plant emissions, removing key tool to battle climate crisis
By: Oliver Milman

Trump’s EPA strips itself of regulation ability, gutting Clean Air Act in what experts say is a gift to
planet polluters

THE MANILA TIMES

PH’s ‘Net Zero’ summit eyes fast climate action
By: Rhaydz Barcia

LEGAZPI CITY — As the impact of climate change is blighting Southeast Asia, organizers of the
Philippine Net Zero conference will bring together the policymakers, business leaders, media
and solution providers at the Philippine Trade Center in Pasay City to discuss the need for
speedy action.

CCC IN THE NEWS:
PHILIPPINE NEWS AGENCY

cee . . | l .
MANILA — The Climate Change Commission (CCC) is reviewing its organizational structure,
resources and operations to improve efficiency and speed up climate program delivery amid the

country’s growing climate risks.
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ASEAN ministers to tackle rising disaster risks at Manila conference
By: Francis Orcio

Disaster management ministers and senior officials from the Association of Southeast Asian
Nations (ASEAN) will convene in Manila on September 15 and 16 to strengthen the region’s
response to mounting disaster risks, as climate change, rapid urbanization, and environmental
degradation compound existing hazards.

The ASEAN Ministerial Conference on Disaster Resilience (AMCDR), a flagship event of the
Philippines’ 2026 ASEAN chairmanship, will bring together ministers, national disaster
management officials, experts, development partners, international organizations, the private
sector, and civil society.

Southeast Asia is particularly vulnerable to typhoons, floods, earthquakes, droughts and
extreme weather, with climate change intensifying many of these hazards. The ASEAN
Philippines said these risks increasingly interact and can produce “systemic, cascading, and
compounding risks.”

The consequences also extend beyond individual disasters. ASEAN’s 10 member states
collectively account for more than $3.6 trillion in gross domestic product and have a population
of over 670 million, making the region a major center of trade, manufacturing and investment.

"As a major hub for global trade, manufacturing and investment, disaster disruptions can ripple
through supply chains and markets far beyond Southeast Asia," the ASEAN Philippines said.

"Strengthening disaster resilience is, therefore, essential to sustainable development, economic
security and regional stability," it added.

The conference will be held under the theme, “Twenty Years of AADMER: Advancing Global
Commitments Toward a Resilient ASEAN Beyond 2030,” marking two decades of the ASEAN
Agreement on Disaster Management and Emergency Response, or AADMER.

The regional agreement has provided the framework for cooperation on disaster risk reduction,
preparedness, emergency response and resilience. Mechanisms such as One ASEAN One
Response, the AHA Centre, and the Disaster Emergency Logistics System for ASEAN have
likewise supported collective action.

But with the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction approaching its 2030 deadline and
the implementation of the AADMER Work Programme 2026-2030 underway, ASEAN is seeking
to translate existing commitments into concrete action.
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The two-day conference will focus on disaster risk reduction, preparedness, anticipatory action,
emergency response, recovery, disaster financing, innovation, and whole-of-society resilience.

The first day will center on moving from commitments to action, including strengthening risk
knowledge and early warning systems and expanding anticipatory action through innovation and
partnerships. Discussions will also examine how regional commitments can be translated into
stronger civil defense systems, institutional preparedness and community-level capacity.

The ASEAN Risk Monitor and Disaster Management Review, a regional publication on disaster
risk and management, will also be launched during the first day.

The second day will focus on recovery and longer-term resilience, including “building back
better,” disaster risk financing, emerging and systemic risks, community resilience, and
private-sector participation.

The ASEAN Philippines emphasized that disaster resilience cannot rest solely on government
disaster management agencies.

“‘Governments, communities, businesses, civil society, development partners, and other sectors
all have roles in protecting development gains, strengthening preparedness, reducing future
risk, and ensuring continuity and recovery when disasters occur,” it said.

The conference is expected to conclude with the Manila Declaration on Advancing ASEAN’s
Disaster Resilience Agenda Towards 2030 and Beyond, which will set out a shared direction for
accelerating regional resilience efforts.

Among the scheduled speakers are Defense Secretary Gilberto Teodoro Jr., who also chairs the
National Disaster Risk Reduction and Management Council; Presidential Special Envoy on
Disaster Risk Reduction and Management Maria Antonia Yulo Loyzaga; Indonesian National
Disaster Management Authority Deputy Minister Abdul Muhari, who chairs the ASEAN
Ministerial Meeting on Disaster Management; and ASEAN Deputy Secretary-General San Lwin.

The outcomes of the Manila conference expected to contribute to broader ASEAN discussions
leading up to the 49th ASEAN Summit, which will be held in Manila in November.
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Most World Bank energy-transition funding tagged as climate finance
By: Justine Irish D. Tabile

Three-fourths of the World Bank’s $1-billion financing for the Philippines’ energy transition and
climate resilience program has been classified as climate finance, the bank said.

Of the total financing for the Philippines Second Energy Transition and Climate Resilience
Development Policy Loan (DPL), $750 million was tagged as climate finance, according to
documents posted on the bank’s website. Philippinemarket insights

The bank said total mitigation finance stood at $610 million, while adaptation finance amounted
to $150 million. Of these, $10 million was classified as addressing both climate adaptation and
mitigation.

The World Bank approved the $1-billion DPL in June, alongside a $20-million grant from the
Livable Planet Fund, to support reforms aimed at improving energy and water security.

Among the measures supported by the financing are the full operationalization of the
Renewable Energy Market, the integration of electric vehicle charging into utility planning and
the development of the offshore wind auction program.

The assessment allocated $100 million in mitigation finance each to Renewable Energy Market
reforms, the fifth Green Energy Auction dedicated to offshore wind, and measures supporting
EV adoption and a nationwide charging network.

Another $100 million in mitigation finance was linked to measures requiring local governments
to strengthen energy efficiency and conservation programs.

Meanwhile, financing for water-sector reforms included measures covering climate-resilient
water services, the Unified Resource Allocation Framework for Water Supply and Sanitation,
and bulk water regulation.
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CALABARZON revisits SDG targets
By: Josephine D. Escovidal

CALAMBA CITY — CALABARZON is regressing in four Sustainable Development Goals, with
climate action posting the region’s steepest decline, according to the Department of Economy,
Planning and Development (DEPDev).

The latest regional assessment showed Climate Action with a pace-of-progress score of -5.3,
followed by Gender Equality at -5.2, Sustainable Cities and Communities at -3.1, and Zero
Hunger at -3.0.

The findings prompted the CALABARZON Special Regional Committee on Sustainable
Development Goals and its Stakeholders’ Chamber to call for a review and update of the
region’s SDG Catch-Up Plan.

The updated plan will cover 2026 to 2030 and identify priority interventions to accelerate
progress in areas where the region continues to lag.

DEPDev said the updating will also strengthen the integration of SDG priorities into regional
plans, investment programs, priority projects, budget proposals and monitoring mechanisms.

The review will be guided by the latest findings of the CALABARZON SDG Watch and Pace of
Progress Report, which the Philippine Statistics Authority is expected to release by the end of
September.

The updated catch-up plan will focus resources, partnerships and interventions on areas with
the greatest development gaps and help accelerate the region’s progress toward the 2030
targets.
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Philippines validates methane MRV roadmap to advance climate commitments under
ASEAN-Korea initiative

QUEZON CITY, Philippines ~ On September 8, 2026, government agencies and climate
partners convened for a stakeholder workshop focused on validating and prioritizing strategies
to improve the Philippines' methane Measurement, Reporting, and Verification (MRV) system.

Held at Novotel Manila, the event served as a direct follow-up to an initial visioning workshop
held last July 2026, transitioning from preliminary assessments to validating refined findings and
draft recommendations. Organized under Output 2: Improving Measurement of Methane
Emissions of the ASEAN-Korea Cooperation for Methane Mitigation (AKCMM) Project, a
three-year grant initiative funded by the ASEAN-Korea Cooperation Fund (AKCF), the project
aims to bolster methane mitigation across ASEAN member states by establishing enabling
policies, improving emissions measurement, supporting reduction projects, and promoting
regional dialogue and partnerships.

In the Philippines, the project is implemented by the Global Green Growth Institute (GGGI)
alongside the Philippine Methane Reduction Committee (MRC), whose core members include
the Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR), Climate Change Commission
(CCC), Department of Agriculture (DA), Department of Energy (DOE), Department of Science
and Technology (DOST), and National Irrigation Administration (NIA). A technical consortium
consisting of the International Rice Research Institute (IRRI), University of the Philippines Los
Bafios (UPLB), and Clean Air Asia led the situational analysis of national methane MRV
systems across the agriculture, energy, waste, and industrial processes and product use (IPPU)
sectors.

Opening remarks were delivered by DENR Assistant Secretary Noralene Uy, Chairperson of the
MRC. Technical presentations detailed baseline findings and draft recommendations across the
agriculture, energy, transport, waste, and IPPU sectors. Representatives from core MRC
agencies and partner organizations, including the Philippine Statistics Authority (PSA),
Department of Transportation (DOTr), and Philippine Water Works Association, then engaged in
sectoral breakout discussions.

During the breakout sessions, participants evaluated identified gaps and recommendations,
scoring proposed actions on a 1-to-5 scale based on four criteria: Impact, Feasibility, Cost, and
Relevance to ongoing activities. These prioritization scores will directly inform a phased
Methane MRV Improvement Roadmap covering short-term (1-3 years), medium-term (4-10
years), and long-term (>10 years) implementation periods.

Notably, participants rated almost all of the findings as accurate, reinforcing the relevance of the
issues identified during the discussions. Among the key priorities moving forward are stronger
inter-agency coordination, clearer data-sharing standards and agreements, dedicated
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government funding for MRV, and greater interoperability among existing platforms. Participants
also highlighted the need for dedicated staff for MRV activities and clearer institutional roles and
responsibilities, particularly within the agriculture, waste and energy sector.

The workshop achieved consensus on priority actions for each sector and grouped the priorities
around 4 P’s: people, policy, process improvement, and partnerships. The event ended by each
sector representative sharing their key insights and impressions not just of the validation
workshop but of the whole initiative of strengthening methane MRV systems in the Philippines.
This participatory and integrated approach aims to bring a sense of ownership among key
government agencies and sustain the interest to fulfill a stronger MRV system. Stakeholder
feedback from the event will be used to refine the final project report and feed directly into the
national Methane Reduction Plan, strengthening the Philippines' capacity to track emissions and
fulfill its commitments under the Global Methane Pledge and the National Greenhouse Gas
Inventory (NGHGI).
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'Climate change-proofing’: PPA invests more on stronger. upgraded ports. other facilities
By: Aaron Recuenco

In these times that even the southwest monsoon, or habagat, causes widespread flooding and
destruction, the Philippine Ports Authority (PPA) chose to plan ahead by investing on proper
response measures and “climate change-proofing” its facilities and critical infrastructures.

The integral part of this worse-case scenario preparation, according to PPA General Manager
Jay Daniel Santiago, is ensuring that ports in the country will continue to become operational
even in times of adverse effects of disasters such as typhoons and earthquakes.

“Ang mga pantalan natin ay hindi lang basta lugar kung saan sumasakay at bumababa ang mga
pasahero o naglo-load at unload ng mga kargamento. (Our ports are not just places where
passengers board and alight or where cargo is loaded and unloaded),” said Santiago.

“During disasters, they can become even more critical dahil dito dumadaan ang pagkain, fuel,
medical supplies, relief goods, at iba pang pangangailangan ng ating mga kababayan. (they can
become even more critical because food, fuel, medical supplies, relief goods, and other
essential needs of our countrymen pass through them),” he added.

Aside from upskilling its personnel for proper and appropriate response on worst disaster
effects, Santiago said they are also investing heavily on upgrading the designs of all its
managed ports across the country.

Climate change-proofing

Based on the ongoing PPA plans and programs, climate and disaster-resilient measures are
now mandatorily incorporated into the design, upgrading, and construction of port facilities,
particularly in areas exposed to earthquakes, liquefaction, typhoons, storm surges, wave action,
and sea-level rise.

For instance, the pavement and deck capacities in ports are now upgraded from 500 pounds
per square foot (or 2.4 tons per square meter) to 750 pounds per square foot, or 3.6 tons per
square meter.

He said major ports handling ship-to-shore cranes may be designed for capacities of up to
1,000 pounds per square foot.

On the other hand, the PPA plan said selected piers and wharves are also being raised from

approximately +3.00 meters to +3.50 meters above Mean Lower Low Water (MLLW) to provide
greater protection against elevated water levels and coastal hazards.
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To reduce the effects of strong waves and storm surges, Santiago said breakwaters are being
upgraded or constructed in selected ports, including Abra de llog and Nasugbu, Batangas.

Applicable projects are provided with higher crest elevations, increasing from approximately
+3.00 meters to +3.50 meters.

Other structural measures include reinforced concrete wharf piers supported by concrete or
steel piles to improve structural strength against wave action.

Deflector walls are also being constructed in back-up areas where wave overtopping has been
observed, including ports such as Virac and Legazpi.

Santiago said the design of rock causeways and retaining structures is likewise adapted to the
geographical and environmental conditions of individual ports, including the use of gentler
slopes where appropriate.

The PPA also made sure that applicable provisions of the National Structural Code of the
Philippines are strictly followed in the analysis and design of port infrastructure.

“Seismic loads, wind loads, and other relevant engineering parameters are taken into account
on this aspect. Beyond physical infrastructure, operational measures are in place to guide port
personnel when hazards threaten normal activities,” said Santiago.

Upskilling

Santiago said they are now regularly conducting disaster preparedness drills, simulations, and
scenario-based exercises to test the readiness of its personnel and facilities.

The goal, he said, is to ensure that appropriate response measures can be activated when
typhoons, earthquakes, or other hazards strike.

Under the PPA Disaster Risk Reduction and Management Manual, Port Management Offices
(PMOs) implement emergency response protocols and preparedness measures based on the
nature and severity of a hazard.

These include coordination with the Philippine Coast Guard (PCG), local Disaster Risk
Reduction and Management Offices (DRRMOs), local government units (LGUs), the
Department of Social Welfare and Development (DSWD), and other concerned agencies for
passenger assistance, emergency response, information-sharing, and other necessary
interventions.

Disaster management teams and response mechanisms are also maintained at the port level to

implement emergency measures, assist affected passengers and stakeholders, and facilitate
timely reporting to management.
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Long term investment

In preparing for the worst impact of climate change, the PPA took into consideration an
international report which ranked the Philippines first in 2024 WorldRiskindex.

As an archipelagic nation exposed to multiple natural hazards, the report is unquestionable
since the Philippines remains highly vulnerable to typhoons, earthquakes, floods, storm surges,
and other disasters.

And for Santiago, it only means the urgency to come up with stronger disaster preparedness
and resilience, particularly for critical infrastructure such as ports that connect the country’s
islands and serve as lifelines for the movement of people and essential goods.

This is the reason, he said, why the PPA has been investing more on upgraded designs of
infrastructure using modern technology and local data.

“By combining risk-informed engineering, strengthened infrastructure, regular preparedness
exercises, emergency response protocols, inter-agency coordination, and continuity planning,
the PPA continues to prepare its ports not only to withstand natural hazards, but also to remain
dependabile lifelines for the Filipino people when they are needed most,” said Santiago.
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Philippines raises greenhouse gas cuts target in updated climate pledge
By: Ellalyn De Vera-Ruiz

Aksyon Klima Pilipinas welcomes the higher 7% unconditional target but says the pledge lacks
a clear fossil fuel transition

The Philippines has raised its unconditional greenhouse gas emissions reduction target to 7
percent in its 2026 Nationally Determined Contribution (NDC), up from 2.71 percent in 2021.

Climate advocacy group Aksyon Klima Pilipinas (AKP) welcomed the higher target as an
improvement but said more ambitious climate action is still needed over the next decade.

“The 2026 Philippine NDC is an improvement compared to the 2021 pledge, trends in the right
direction for raising national ambition in addressing the climate crisis, but falls short of the
urgency needed,” AKP said.

The country’s overall target remains a 75-percent reduction or avoidance of greenhouse gas
emissions from 2025 to 2035.

AKP said the higher unconditional target means the Philippines must carry out more mitigation
measures domestically even as it continues to seek climate finance, technology and
capacity-building support from developed countries.

“While we fight to secure these means of implementation at the global arena, we cannot just
wait for this to happen,” the group said.

AKP said this requires greater government investment in climate action, including sufficient
funding in the 2027 national budget and succeeding budgets.

It also cited the need for measures on energy efficiency and conservation and nature-based
solutions.

However, for AKP, the updated NDC does not provide a clear enough direction on how the
country will reduce its dependence on fossil fuels.

The group said the government had included fossil fuel transition in consultations for the NDC
but declined to endorse the Fossil Fuel Transition Roadmap developed for the UN climate
conference.

“The relevance of TAFF (transitioning away from fossil fuels) in the Philippine context has never
been more apparent,” AKP said, citing the effects of higher oil prices on inflation and the burden
on Filipino workers and public transport drivers.

It also questioned the continued description of gas as a “transition fuel” without a clear phaseout
timeline and the easing of restrictions under the 2020 coal moratorium.
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“Energy security is important for our country’s future—but so is energy affordability, accessibility,
and sustainability,” AKP said.

The group said this transition should also be guided by a clear pathway aligned with the Paris
Agreement’s goal of limiting global warming to 1.5°C.

“While the Philippines is not a high-emitting country, having this pathway is the benchmark with
which we assess the implementation of the nation’s climate strategies,” AKP said.

It called for a long-term strategy that includes a 1.5°C-aligned decarbonization pathway and a
national just energy transition plan to reduce coal, oil and gas use while increasing renewable
energy through 2050.

One of the major improvements AKP cited in the updated NDC is the full inclusion of forestry
and other land use (FOLU), which was left out of the 2021 pledge.

“The inclusion of FOLU in the 2026 NDC could not have come at a timelier moment,” the group
said, citing extreme heat and flooding as well as growing public demand for forest and
ecosystem protection.

AKP said the inclusion supports the country’s goal of becoming a net sink by 2035 and provides
an opportunity to strengthen forest protection, conservation and restoration.

It also called for nature-based solutions and blue carbon restoration to be integrated into climate
governance.

At the same time, it cautioned against relying too heavily on natural sinks to offset greenhouse
gas emissions from other sectors.

AKP urged the government to report on the implementation of the 2021 NDC, determine the
cost of carrying out the new commitments, strengthen monitoring and reporting, and ensure
adequate funding through 2035.

It also called for passage of the National Land Use Act and greater participation of civil society
organizations, labor groups, local communities and Indigenous Peoples in monitoring the NDC.
“We must make polluters pay. We must hold those responsible for this crisis accountable,” AKP
said.

“We must never forget who this NDC is really for — the Filipino people of the present and future,”
it added.
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Built for the Philippine weather: 5 principles for a climate-ready home
By: IDr. Oren Loza-PIID

One moment, a Philippine home is filled with warm afternoon sunlight; The next, dark clouds
gather, rain lashes the windows and wind and water take over.

During typhoon season, streets can flood, humidity settles into every corner and interiors are
exposed to moisture. Then summer brings intense heat, glare and dry days that can quickly
make rooms uncomfortable. This rhythm makes climate resilience an interior design challenge.
As an interior designer, | believe a weatherproof home need not feel defensive. Its finishes,
furniture, colors, storage and spatial planning should work together to keep it comfortable,
durable and beautiful through changing Philippine weather.

Design for water resilience

Flooding can quickly damage interiors, so resilience begins with materials that can withstand

moisture.

In vulnerable areas, porcelain or ceramic tiles are practical alternatives to moisture-sensitive
flooring.

Storage is also part of flood preparedness. Cabinetry can use water-resistant boards and
finishes, while raised furniture legs help keep pieces above incidental water.

The goal is an interior that can be cleaned, dried and restored rather than require extensive
replacement after a storm, reducing disruption and long-term repair costs.

Control heat through materials and color
During summer, good interior design can help reduce heat gain.

Light-colored walls and ceilings can reflect light and keep interiors bright, while stone, ceramic
and porcelain provide cooler surfaces.

Window treatments are important as well.

Layered curtains, blinds and solar-control solutions can reduce glare and heat exposure,
especially on sun-facing windows.

Let the interior breathe
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Ventilation is a vital interior planning principle. Furniture, cabinetry and decorative elements
should not block windows or airflow. Open circulation areas and well-positioned furniture help
rooms feel more breathable and visually uncluttered.

Choose materials for performance
A material may look beautiful in a showroom but perform poorly in a hot, humid climate.

In a Philippine home, every finish should be carefully evaluated for resistance to moisture, heat,
staining and wear. Durable porcelain, treated wood, moisture-resistant boards, washable paints,
corrosion-resistant metals and high performance fabrics can offer both longevity and design
flexibility.

Design for flexibility and emergency living
A climate-ready interior should adapt when extreme weather changes household routines.

Furniture that moves easily, multifunctional pieces and built-in storage help rooms adjust as
needed. An entryway can include concealed storage for emergency supplies. Backup lighting,
protected electronics and easy access to essentials can help when utilities are disrupted.

Taken together, these principles show that weatherproof interior design is about creating a home
that responds intelligently to Philippine living.

Interiors should remain warm, elegant and inviting while quietly incorporating protection against

water, heat and humidity. The goal is a home that remains comfortable, functional and beautiful
through every season and whatever the weather brings.
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US ends limits on coal and gas plant emissions. removing key tool to battle climate crisis
By: Oliver Milman

Trump’s EPA strips itself of regulation ability, gutting Clean Air Act in what experts say is a gift to
planet polluters

On the heels of the hottest summer ever recorded in the US, the Trump administration has said
it will erase any limits on emissions from coal and gas plants that are dangerously heating up
our planet.

The US Environmental Protection Agency said it will strip itself of its ability to regulate
greenhouse gas emissions coming from power plants under the Clean Air Act, removing a key
tool to address the climate crisis.

By erasing any limits on such emissions from coal and gas plants, the Trump administration has
severely limited any future administration’s ability to curb this pollution.

The EPA calculated the move will result in 123m metric tons of additional carbon emissions in
the next decade, and save power plant operators $370m in direct compliance costs. Lee Zeldin,
the agency administrator said the Trump administration is protecting American energy from a
“war on coal’.

“Americans will see a decrease in electricity prices, but this is just the beginning,” said Zeldin,
who unveiled the reversal of the 2024 carbon pollution standards at a G20 meeting in Houston
on Monday.

“We are working to go even further so that American energy can be fully unleashed. Realizing
the full potential of American energy means more jobs, lower prices and a more prosperous
America.”

The EPA said that greenhouse gas emissions from power plants have “no material impact on
global climate change”. This is despite the fact that US electricity generation is responsible for a
quarter of the country’s greenhouse gas emissions. If the sector were itself a country, it would
be the fifth largest carbon polluter in the world, after China, the US, India and Russia.

Trump, who has called the climate crisis “bullshit” and “a hoax”, earlier this year overturned the
foundational 2009 EPA endangerment finding — spurred by a supreme court ruling — that
greenhouse gases pose a significant threat to public health and the environment.

This has opened the way for the administration to scrub out any limits on the planet-heating

gases that are causing our world to rapidly overheat and worsen deadly heatwaves, drought,
wildfires and floods. In February, the EPA eliminated pollution standards for cars and trucks as
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part of a series of actions Zeldin described as “driving a dagger straight into the heart of the
climate change religion”.

Environmental groups immediately vowed to challenge the latest rollback in court. “This is
full-throated climate denial while the climate crisis happens in real time and a shocking betrayal
of the American public,” said Holly Bender, chief program officer at the Sierra Club.

“The Sierra Club will fight back against this reckless and dangerous proposal with everything we
have in the courts, in Congress, and in communities across the country.”

When it issued the latest carbon pollution standards for power plants under Joe Biden’s
administration in 2024, the EPA found the rules would slash 1bn tonnes of greenhouse gases by
2047 and deliver $370bn in net benefits.

The rules also would have prevented 1,200 premature deaths and 360,000 asthma attacks in
2035 alone, due to air quality improvements. Under Trump, however, the EPA has eliminated
the dollar benefit of saving lives through reduced air pollution in its calculations.

“‘Every American deserves to breathe clean air, but time and again this administration gives a
green light to more pollution at the expense of our health,” said Gina McCarthy, who was
administrator of the EPA under Barack Obama.

“Everyone will be affected by their actions, but the most vulnerable among us, our kids and
grandkids, will suffer the most. Today’s decision lets the nation’s biggest industrial polluters off
the hook by reversing findings the agency itself established.”

Trump has long championed the use of fossil fuels, such as coal and gas, pushing a “drill, baby
drill” approach that has opened up more land for extraction while demolishing clean air and
water regulations the industry said it found too onerous.

As well as handing out hundreds of millions of dollars in taxpayer funds to prop up coal plants,
which have struggled economically in recent years, the Trump administration has sought to
directly strangle clean energy projects such as solar and offshore wind.

The latest EPA intervention will probably be significant, if it survives legal challenge, as it will
stymie any future attempt to restrict carbon pollution from power plants. It is the latest episode in

a decade-long saga over how, or if, the US tames its power emissions.

In 2016 the supreme court knocked down Obama’s clean power plan. A more narrow version,
with the parameters set again by the court, was then enacted under Biden.
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PH’s ‘Net Zero’ summit eyes fast climate action
By: Rhaydz Barcia

LEGAZPI CITY — As the impact of climate change is blighting Southeast Asia, organizers of the
Philippine Net Zero conference will bring together the policymakers, business leaders, media
and solution providers at the Philippine Trade Center in Pasay City to discuss the need for
speedy action.

Frances Ariola of the organizing Net Zero Carbon Alliance (NZCA) said the conference on Sept.
15-16, 2026, will serve as a crucial platform to move corporate and national climate ambitions
into urgent, measurable action.

The summit’'s theme is “Bridging Gaps: Radical Collaboration for a Net Zero Future.” Also part of
the event is the Southeast Asia Corporate Decarbonization Exchange (CDx).

“Geopolitical tensions and fossil fuel price shocks have underscored a fundamental reality: true
climate resilience, operational sustainability, and enterprise survival are inseparable,” said
Ariola.

“Achieving net zero is no longer just a voluntary commitment but an essential business strategy
to manage operational risks, protect supply chains, and safeguard communities from
catastrophic warming,” added Ariola.

The event also marks the fifth anniversary of NZCA, the Philippines’ leading private-sector
coalition committed to achieving net zero greenhouse gas emissions that was founded in 2021
by First Gen-owned Energy Development Corp. (First Gen Renewables).

“The global energy crisis has made one thing unmistakably clear: protecting our climate and
insulating our businesses from severe risk are the exact same fight,” said NZCA Executive
Director Allan Barcena.

“Achieving net zero is more urgent than ever because transitioning to clean, regenerative
solutions is the only viable path to safeguard our planet, manage climate risks for businesses,
and ensure lasting economic survival,” he added.

NZCA was established by Energy Development Corp. (EDC), a First Gen Group Company, in
2021 to guide organizations operating in the Philippines on their net zero journey in response to

the group’s mission to forge collaborative pathways for a decarbonized and regenerative future.

The two-day conference is structured to translate this shared urgency into concrete actions.
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Day one will focus on the frontline realities faced by corporate decision-makers, sustainability
practitioners, climate advocates, and small-to-medium enterprises.

The sessions will cover climate governance, mandatory sustainability disclosures, carbon
footprint tracking, and mobilizing climate finance.

The opening day will also celebrate five years of private-sector climate leadership by presenting
the alliance’s accomplishment report and welcoming new member pledges.

Day two shifts toward real-world deployment and market-ready technologies. Industry enablers
and climate innovators will demonstrate how artificial intelligence, smart energy systems, carbon
management tools, and science-based verification enable organizations to drastically cut
emissions.

Dedicated business-matching sessions will run concurrently to connect delegates directly with
clean-technology providers.

As part of the NZCA celebration, the organizers will also honor the private firms with awards,
which mark the country’s first private-sector recognition focused on corporate decarbonization.

The NZCA will honor partner companies that demonstrate exemplary progress, data
transparency, and operational decarbonization in alignment with the alliance’s net zero
framework.

“Setting climate targets is only the first step — the real work lies in continuous reporting,
operational innovation, and radical collaboration across entire value chains,” Barcena said.

“By recognizing our Net Zero Champions, we aim to showcase real-world blueprints of
Philippine enterprises that are actively insulating their businesses from climate risk while driving
systemic decarbonization,” Barcena said.

The NZCA framework guides companies operating in the Philippines through a structured
five-stage decarbonization journey: formally committing to net zero, measuring their baseline
carbon footprint, developing a targeted decarbonization roadmap, executing it, tracking their
progress over time via the Net Zero Gateway, and having their greenhouse gas (GHG)
inventories validated.

To date, NZCA already has 47 partner companies that are all committed to lessening the carbon
footprints.
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CCC reviews structure, operations to speed up climate action

MANILA — The Climate Change Commission (CCC) is reviewing its organizational structure,
resources and operations to improve efficiency and speed up climate program delivery amid the
country’s growing climate risks.

In a news release Monday, CCC Vice Chairperson and Executive Director Robert E.A. Borje
said the agency is carrying out the review through its Optimization Program, which includes
strategic and operational planning workshops involving representatives from its divisions, units
and offices.

“Climate change continues to pose complex and evolving risks, as seen in recent extreme
weather events. Strengthening how we organize, plan, and deliver our programs is essential to
ensuring that our policies translate into timely, effective, and meaningful action on the ground,”
Borje said.

Focused on aligning institutional priorities, he said the workshops identified areas for
improvement while strengthening coordination within the Commission.

The CCC said the effort is also intended to strengthen its capacity to implement national climate
adaptation and mitigation policies by improving its use of climate data and science,
measurement, reporting and verification (MRV) and monitoring, evaluation, accountability and
learning (MEAL) systems.

These systems are expected to help the CCC improve planning, monitoring and
decision-making as climate risks and the country’s needs continue to change.

CCC Deputy Executive Director Romell Antonio Cuenca stressed that reviewing the
Commission’s structure and processes is an ongoing effort essential to delivering responsive
public service.

“‘By continuously reviewing and improving our structure, processes, and priorities, we are
working to make the Commission more responsive and effective in delivering climate action for
the Filipino people,” Cuenca said.

The CCC said its Optimization Program is part of the broader Government Optimization

Program under the administration of President Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr., which seeks to make
the bureaucracy more efficient and responsive.
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The Commission assured continuous improvement of its internal coordination and operations as
it works to strengthen the delivery of climate policies and programs supporting climate resilience
and sustainable development. (Marita Moaje/PNA)

=END=
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