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BUSINESS MIRROR 
 
PHL pushes Asean to act before disasters happen 
 
The Philippines is pushing the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (Asean) to move from 
disaster response to anticipatory action, with the country’s newly enacted law on imminent 
disasters among the practices it wants the region to consider, the National Disaster Risk 
Reduction and Management Council (NDRRMC) said. 
 
MANILA BULLETIN 
 
Climate pressures push Southeast Asian nations to work together 
By Sean Fernando 
 
Climate change is increasingly being recognized not only as an environmental concern but also 
as a challenge to peace, security, and regional stability. Officials and experts highlighted this 
during a conference in Makati City on Aug. 24. 
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DENR pushes concrete action on climate goals 
By: Ivy Tejano 
 
The Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) is urging the government, 
businesses, financial institutions, and communities to work together to turn the country’s climate 
goals into concrete action toward a low-carbon future. 
 
[Opinion] Heed the climate alarm 
By: Dr. Jun Ynares 
 
THE VIEW FROM RIZAL 
 
It appears there are two seasons in the Philippines, a colleague in the local government sector 
once joked. 
 
MANILA STANDARD 
 
DENR seeks non-debt climate financing to meet 75% emissions target by 2035 
By: Alena Mae S. Flores 
 
The Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) is calling on financing 
companies and investors to support the country’s low-carbon targets through non-debt creating, 
scalable green financing. 
 
THE MANILA TIMES 
 
[Opinion] Stop blaming climate change 
By: Felino “Jun” Palafox Jr. 
 
Toward the end of August, President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. conducted an aerial inspection of 
flood-affected towns in Bulacan and Pampanga. While facing the media, he cited climate 
change as the cause of unprecedented rainfall, which overwhelmed the local flood-control 
systems. 
 

CCC IN THE NEWS: 
 

BUSINESS MIRROR 
 
Philippines joins CDRI 
By: Jonathan L. Mayuga 
 
The Climate Change Commission (CCC) welcomed President Marcos’s decision to bring the 
Philippines into the Coalition for Disaster Resilient Infrastructure (CDRI), saying it is a practical 
and forward-looking step for climate adaptation. 
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CEBU DAILY NEWS 
 
Use climate forecasts in infrastructure decisions, commission asks 
By: Marita Moaje 
 
Government leaders proposing an infrastructure project need to use “predictive government” 
tools in choosing sites and setting priorities, a commission urged.The Climate Change 
Commission (CCC) on Tuesday, September 15, pushed for using climate projections and risk 
assessments in policymaking and infrastructure decisions. 
 
DAILY TRIBUNE 
 
Phl joins disaster-resilient infrastructure coalition 
 
The Climate Change Commission (CCC) welcomed the Philippines’ entry into the Coalition for 
Disaster Resilient Infrastructure (CDRI), saying the move will strengthen the country’s ability to 
use climate and disaster risk data in infrastructure planning. 
 
PAGEONE 
 
CCC Reviews Structure, Operations To Speed Up Climate Action 
 
The Climate Change Commission (CCC) is reviewing its organizational structure, resources and 
operations to improve efficiency and speed up climate program delivery amid the country’s 
growing climate risks. 
 
PHILIPPINE NEWS AGENCY 
 
CCC pushes use of climate forecasts in infrastructure decisions 
By: Marita Moaje 
 
The Climate Change Commission (CCC) on Tuesday pushed for the country’s shift toward 
predictive government by using climate projections, hazard information and risk assessments in 
policymaking, including infrastructure investments. 
 

Information and Knowledge Management Division 
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BUSINESS MIRROR 
 
PHL pushes Asean to act before disasters happen 
 
The Philippines is pushing the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (Asean) to move from 
disaster response to anticipatory action, with the country’s newly enacted law on imminent 
disasters among the practices it wants the region to consider, the National Disaster Risk 
Reduction and Management Council (NDRRMC) said. 
 
Office of Civil Defense Administrator and National Disaster Risk Reduction and Management 
Council Executive Director Harold Cabreras said the shift is a key focus of the two-day Asean 
Ministerial Conference on Disaster Resilience (AMCDR), which the Philippines is hosting as 
Asean chair. 
 
“We are shifting from mere response to prevention and mitigation, and we have to give more 
emphasis on a risk-informed approach on all our disaster resilience actions,” Cabreras told 
reporters on Tuesday. 
 
He said the Philippines is also sharing Republic Act 12287, or the State of Imminent Disaster 
Act, with other Asean member states as part of efforts to strengthen disaster-resilience 
frameworks. 
 
The law empowers local governments to undertake anticipatory action before disasters strike, 
allowing authorities to act on identified risks ahead of an actual disaster. 
 
“We are sharing this law that I think they will also be looking at and studying it to consider on 
their framework of disaster resilience,” Cabreras said. 
 
The push comes as Asean seeks to accelerate programs under the Asean Agreement on 
Disaster Management and Emergency Response (AADMER), with the Philippines hosting the 
two-day ministerial conference as part of its 2026 chairmanship. 
 
The AMCDR brings together national disaster-management officials from the 11 Asean member 
states and experts in disaster resilience. 
 
Discussions are focused on three areas: prevention and mitigation; preparedness, recovery and 
response; and global leadership. 
 
Cabreras said the Philippines is also moving toward a more predictive disaster-management 
approach, particularly through stronger early warning systems based on science and risk 
information. 
 
“We focus more on the prevention and mitigation, and so we need to invest more on preventing 
the risks and hazards that we are experiencing,” he said. 
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Asean members are also expected to strengthen cooperation by sharing technology, expertise 
and resources before disasters occur, including through the regional warehouses established by 
the Asean Coordinating Centre for Humanitarian Assistance on Disaster Management in the 
Philippines, Thailand, Malaysia and Indonesia. 
 
Cabreras said stronger regional cooperation is crucial for the Philippines, which he identified as 
the world’s number one country in the World Risk Index and which continues to face multiple 
disaster risks. 
 
The conference is expected to produce a Manila Declaration to accelerate AADMER programs, 
with Cabreras emphasizing that resilience should protect not only lives but also livelihoods and 
the continuity of daily life. 
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MANILA BULLETIN 
 
Climate pressures push Southeast Asian nations to work together 
By Sean Fernando 
 
Climate change is increasingly being recognized not only as an environmental concern but also 
as a challenge to peace, security, and regional stability. Officials and experts highlighted this 
during a conference in Makati City on Aug. 24. 
 
The “Towards a Peaceful and Sustainable Future: Addressing the Climate-Conflict Nexus in 
ASEAN” conference at the Fairmont Hotel brought together government officials, diplomats, 
experts, and representatives from various sectors to discuss how climate-related risks interact 
with existing social, economic and geopolitical vulnerabilities in Southeast Asia. 
 
German Ambassador to the Philippines Andreas Michael Pfaffernoschke said climate change 
and conflict should no longer be treated as separate issues, as their impacts increasingly 
overlap in communities across Southeast Asia. 
 
Pfaffernoschke said climate impacts can deepen existing political, economic, and social 
vulnerabilities, while conflict can further limit communities’ ability to adapt to climate change. 
 
“The people of Southeast Asia do not experience these challenges in separate rooms. They 
experience them simultaneously,” he said. 
 
He urged ASEAN to strengthen early warning systems, make climate adaptation 
conflict-sensitive, put vulnerable communities at the center of decision-making, improve 
cooperation on shared resources, and connect peacebuilding with climate finance. 
 
Rather than viewing climate change only as a “threat multiplier,” he encouraged ASEAN to see it 
as a “cooperation multiplier,” saying shared rivers, seas, disasters, and climate vulnerabilities 
can provide reasons for countries to work together. 
 
“Climate change creates pressures. But pressures do not determine our future. Institution 
matters. Governance matters. Trust matters. Diplomacy matters. And of course, cooperation 
matters,” Pfaffernoschke said. 
 
In his keynote message, Environment Secretary Juan Miguel Cuna said climate change should 
increasingly be viewed as a national security concern as its impacts on food, water, livelihoods, 
public health, migration, and institutions can heighten existing vulnerabilities. 
 
Cuna described climate change as a “threat multiplier” that “finds the fault lines that already 
exist and widens them.” He said environmental resilience is fundamental to national security 
and that the country’s natural resources should be regarded as part of its “security 
infrastructure.” 
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Cuna also called for greater use of nature- and ecosystem-based approaches, climate-informed 
planning, responsible resource development, and regional cooperation on climate resilience. 
 
With the Philippines serving as ASEAN chair this year, he said the country can help make 
climate resilience part of the region’s security agenda while strengthening partnerships among 
governments, the private sector, academe, civil society, local communities, and international 
partners. 
 
“No ASEAN member state can address these challenges entirely on its own,” Cuna said, 
emphasizing the need to act before environmental vulnerabilities develop into crises. 
 
Special Envoy for Disaster Risk Reduction and Management Maria Antonia Yulo-Loyzaga said 
climate change should be recognized as a “convergent risk” that cuts across environmental, 
economic, social, and geopolitical concerns and increasingly affects ASEAN’s peace and 
security. 
 
Yulo-Loyzaga said changing temperatures and rainfall patterns are affecting food, water, and 
energy security while increasing pressure on resources, livelihoods, migration, and regional 
stability. 
 
She identified three key messages for ASEAN: “Climate change presents as a convergent risk 
arising from the intersection of environmental hazards and socio-cultural, economic and 
geopolitical change”; regional interconnectedness can create both synergies and new 
vulnerabilities; and “regional solutions must have local roots.” 
 
She called for stronger regional cooperation, science-based risk assessment, preventive 
diplomacy, and climate-informed planning, particularly in managing shared resources such as 
the Mekong River, the West Philippine Sea, and the Coral Triangle. 
 
Yulo-Loyzaga also cited the Philippines’ shift from reactive disaster response toward 
anticipatory action. She said the country’s National Adaptation Plan estimates the cost of 
inaction at P1.2 trillion to P1.4 trillion within this decade. 
 
The discussions showed how extreme weather, resource pressures, displacement, food and 
water insecurity, and damage to infrastructure can compound existing vulnerabilities and create 
additional challenges for communities and governments. 
 
For ASEAN, addressing these risks will require cooperation across efforts on environmental 
protection, disaster risk reduction, development, peacebuilding, and security. 
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DENR pushes concrete action on climate goals 
By: Ivy Tejano 
 
The Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) is urging the government, 
businesses, financial institutions, and communities to work together to turn the country’s climate 
goals into concrete action toward a low-carbon future. 
 
DENR Secretary Juan Miguel T. Cuna made the call during the Philippine Net Zero Conference 
2026, dubbed “Bridging Gaps: Radical Collaboration for a Net Zero Future," at the Philippine 
Trade Training Center in Pasay City on Tuesday, Sept. 15. 
 
Cuna said collaboration must go beyond discussions and focus on “structured, accountable 
execution” to close the gap between the country’s climate ambitions and actual implementation 
in the economy. 
 
"The Philippines has committed to a 75 percent net emissions reduction and avoidance target 
for 2025 to 2035 relative to projected cumulative business as usual emissions, anchored in its 
enhanced 2026 Nationally Determined Contribution," Cuna said. 
 
Under the NDC, he said, seven percent of the target will come from the country’s own resources 
and capacity. In comparison, 68 percent will depend on climate financing, technology transfer, 
and capacity building from other sources. 
 
"Achieving the target requires a unified framework covering the country’s long-term strategy, 
NDC implementation plan, Just Transition Framework, carbon market policy framework, and 
financial and investment plan," the DENR secretary said. 
 
Cuna emphasized that the country’s transition to a low-carbon economy must not come at the 
expense of vulnerable sectors, informal workers, and local communities. 
 
“A low-carbon transition cannot succeed if it is technically sound but socially disruptive,” he said, 
stressing the need to operationalize the Philippine Just Transition Implementation Plan. 
 
Cuna also highlighted nature-based solutions as a major component of the country’s climate 
strategy, particularly through the protection and sustainable management of forests, mangroves, 
seagrass meadows, and other coastal ecosystems. 
 
He said the Philippines’ forests and blue carbon ecosystems can provide both carbon 
sequestration and protection against climate-related hazards such as storm surges. 
 
Cuna also cited the government’s efforts to develop carbon markets and attract international 
climate financing while maintaining safeguards against double-counting and ensuring 
environmental integrity and community rights. 
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Among the initiatives cited were the Philippines’ Article 6.2 implementation agreement with 
Singapore, signed in April 2026; the Joint Crediting Mechanism with Japan; and emerging 
bilateral agreements with New Zealand, Hungary, and South Korea. 
 
Cuna urged businesses to invest in clean technologies and measure their carbon footprints, 
while calling on financial institutions to make green financing more accessible and scalable. 
 
The DENR secretary also called on all local government units and national agencies to integrate 
climate expenditure tagging into local budgets, streamline permits for green infrastructure, and 
strengthen enforcement of environmental policies. 
 
First Philippine Holdings President Francis Giles B. Puno said the country must act on its 
climate goals despite uncertainty brought by technological, geopolitical, economic, and 
environmental disruptions. 
 
“The question before us is no longer whether we understand the urgency of the transition. It is 
whether we can make good choices despite the uncertainties,” Puno said. 
 
Puno compared the country’s transition to net zero to building a bridge that must withstand 
changing conditions over time. 
 
He cited the Cebu-Cordova Link Expressway, in which First Balfour was part of the consortium 
that built the project, as an example of infrastructure designed not only for present conditions 
but also for future risks. 
 
Puno said the same principle should guide the country’s climate transition, which will require 
long-term commitment, leadership, partnerships, and the willingness to act even when the 
pathway is not yet fully defined. 
 
“No single company, government, financial institution, technology provider, or academic 
institution can deliver a net zero future alone,” he said. 
 
Puno said the success of the Net Zero Carbon Alliance should ultimately be measured by the 
partnerships it creates and the projects it delivers, rather than by the commitments and 
discussions alone. 
 
The two-day Philippine Net Zero Conference brings together business leaders, policymakers, 
and other stakeholders to discuss climate governance, sustainability disclosures, carbon 
accounting, climate finance, and the deployment of clean technologies. 
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[Opinion] Heed the climate alarm 
By: Dr. Jun Ynares 
 
THE VIEW FROM RIZAL 
 
It appears there are two seasons in the Philippines, a colleague in the local government sector 
once joked. 
 
He said the two seasons are “very wet and very dry.” 
 
On second thought, that may not have been a joke after all. It was a statement of the reality we 
face today. 
 
For more than a month now, monsoon rains have swollen rivers, filled dams, and given our 
farmers a brief reprieve. 
 
It is tempting, after weeks of rain, to believe that abundant water will always be with us. 
Science experts warn us that such temptation is dangerous. Early this month, the World 
Meteorological Organization (WMO) said El Niño is firmly established and will intensify into a 
very strong event, with an “exceptionally high likelihood of nearly 100 percent” that it will persist 
through February 2027. This has been the most unequivocal language WMO has used in an El 
Niño update. 
 
The U.S. Climate Prediction Center places at more than 90 percent the chance of a very strong 
event this fall and winter, and at 69 percent the chance it will be historic: stronger than any El 
Niño in the instrumental record since 1950. 
 
PAGASA has already declared El Niño present and warns that a moderate-to-strong event may 
become very strong before 2026 ends, lingering into the first half of 2027. 
 
Experts point out that, for us in the Philippines, the classic pattern is below-normal rainfall, dry 
spells, and drought as convection shifts east with the warm water. Air temperatures may run 
near or above average. There may be fewer tropical cyclones later in the season—but those 
that form are more likely to reach typhoon or super-typhoon intensity because the ocean itself 
“is running a fever”. 
 
The cruel twist is timing. El Niño can first enhance the southwest monsoon. Western Luzon and 
the Visayas can still drown in monsoon rains, especially when a cyclone pumps moisture into 
the monsoon trough, even as the larger climate engine is preparing a long dry season. 
 
PAGASA pointed out that there may be above-normal rains over the west now; then, dry spells 
may begin as early as November; prolonged dryness may set in by early 2027. 
Today’s floods and tomorrow’s cracked rice paddies are not contradictions. They are two 
chapters of the same book. We know both faces of this climate. 
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Experts have advised us: preparation must start while the water is still here. Here are some of 
the counsel we heard which we must heed. 
 
First, finish the wet-season work. Clear esteros and drainage before silt hardens into next year’s 
blockage. Store what we can: in large reservoirs, in household tanks and drums. As they say, 
“every liter captured in September is a liter we will not have to ration in March.” 
 
Second, treat the coming dry months as a planning certainty. Farmers should consult 
agricultural technicians now on planting calendars, drought-tolerant varieties, staggered sowing, 
and efficient irrigation. Upland communities should thin firebreaks and ban careless burning. 
 
Third, defend every cubic meter of water. Repair leaks in pipes and faucets. Recycle gray water 
for gardens and cleaning. 
 
Fourth, protect health and power. Extreme heat raises the risk of heat stroke, especially among 
the elderly, outdoor workers, and children. Work hours may need shifting. Energy planners must 
assume lower hydropower and higher cooling demand. 
 
Fifth, keep the disaster machinery on a dual footing. Our City Disaster Risk Reduction and 
Management Offices cannot stand down after the last flood. Drought is a slow disaster. It 
requires the same discipline: early warning, mapped vulnerable sitios, pre-agreed water and 
food protocols, and honest public communication. 
 
Finally, let us listen to PAGASA, not to rumor. National agencies, local governments, utilities, 
farmers, and families cannot wait for the first cracked paddy. 
 
Previous strong El Niños have shown us the cost of inaction: ruined harvests, rationed water, 
brownouts, and the quiet suffering of those with the least buffer. 
 
International agencies are not guessing. The rain falling today is not a promise. It is a warning 
dressed as a gift. The super El Niño is not coming someday. It is already gathering strength over 
the Pacific. If we allow the present abundance of water to lull us, we will have no one to blame 
but our own complacency when the wells run low. 
 
The season of plenty is the season to prepare for want. That is not pessimism. It is the oldest 
wisdom of a people who live between typhoon and drought, and who must, if we are to endure, 
remember both at once.  
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MANILA STANDARD 
 
DENR seeks non-debt climate financing to meet 75% emissions target by 2035 
By: Alena Mae S. Flores 
 
The Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) is calling on financing 
companies and investors to support the country’s low-carbon targets through non-debt creating, 
scalable green financing. 
 
DENR Secretary Juan Miguel Cuna made the appeal at the Philippine Net Zero Conference 
2026, urging investors to stop treating climate projects as high-risk anomalies.  
 
“We need capital that builds. Let us stop treating climate projects as high-risk anomalies; make 
green financing accessible, scalable and non-debt creating. Work with us to co-create 
investable project portfolios under our Article 6 frameworks,” Cuna said. 
 
The Philippines has committed to a net emissions reduction and avoidance target of 75 percent 
for 2025 to 2035 against projected cumulative business-as-usual emissions, Cuna said. 
 
The 2026 Nationally Determined Contribution framework rests on two operational commitments: 
a 7 percent unconditional contribution funded through domestic resources and national 
capacities, and a 68 percent conditional contribution that depends on climate finance, 
technology transfer and capacity building. 
 
Cuna urged the private sector and business leaders to invest in clean technology, audit carbon 
footprints and participate actively in high-integrity local carbon offset frameworks, including 
voluntary carbon offsets. 
 
He also called on development partners and international donors to help the Philippines meet its 
commitments under the Paris Agreement, saying developed countries need to deliver 
grant-based support, technology transfers and direct loss-and-damage financing to unlock the 
68 percent conditional target. 
 
“Through our forest and blue carbon governance and nature-based solutions, the Philippines 
will be able to serve as a high-integrity carbon sink for the region,” Cuna said. 
 
Government agencies and local government units should integrate climate expenditure tagging 
into their budgets, streamline permits for green infrastructure and enforce environmental policies 
with unyielding integrity, Cuna said. 
 
Cuna also called on civil society and labor organizations to partner with the government to 
operationalize the Philippines’ just transition framework, “ensuring our workers and informal 
sector laborers are upskilled, protected and empowered through this evolution.” 
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THE MANILA TIMES 
 
[Opinion] Stop blaming climate change 
By: Felino “Jun” Palafox Jr. 
 
Toward the end of August, President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. conducted an aerial inspection of 
flood-affected towns in Bulacan and Pampanga. While facing the media, he cited climate 
change as the cause of unprecedented rainfall, which overwhelmed the local flood-control 
systems. 
 
Although he was not wrong about the reality of climate change, we must veer away from 
blaming it as the cause of disasters. The danger of this mindset is that it shifts away 
responsibility and prevents any sense of accountability. 
 
In order to break the cycle of tragedy and “resilience,” the government must step up and take 
the lead in addressing the hazards brought about by climate change, before they turn into 
disasters. 
 
Hazard vs disaster 
 
The crucial distinction we must understand lies in the difference between hazard and disaster. 
The former is an event or phenomenon that has the potential to cause harm, disruption, or 
destruction. Risk is a function of hazard, exposure and vulnerability. 
 
Disaster is when the hazard turns into a reality. Although we have no control over natural 
hazards such as earthquakes and typhoons, we are very much capable of preparing for them, 
so as to minimize the risk and mitigate the damage. 
 
Natural hazards are acts of God; disasters are acts of man, for every decision we make has its 
consequences. And if we fail to plan, we plan to fail. That is why when society is devastated 
after a flood or earthquake, we only have ourselves to blame. 
 
Everyone has a part to play in disaster planning and resilience, but we must also recognize that 
not all roles are the same. The government has the biggest one because of its authority and 
influence. That is why the Filipino people deserve to be informed about how taxpayers’ money is 
being spent. 
 
To understand the priorities of the government in disaster resilience, we need to look no farther 
than the projects that are given the most attention. Far too often, we focus on post-disaster 
response such as relief goods and shelter. While meeting humanitarian needs is crucial in times 
of crisis, are we doing anything to actually prevent this from happening? 
 
Shortsighted planning 
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The problem is not a lack of knowledge — there is no scarcity of it with global best practices — 
but the absence of visionary leadership, strong political will and good governance. Since the 
1970s up until today, I have given various administrations hundreds of recommendations, 
including short-, medium-, and long-term action plans. 
 
The most notable example was the Parañaque Spillway. It was designed to complement the 
Manggahan Floodway by diverting excess water from Laguna de Bay to Manila Bay, so that 
lakefront communities would not suffer from flooding. 
 
This was proposed by my team as part of the World Bank-funded MMetroplan (Metro Manila 
Transport, Land Use, and Development Planning Project) in 1977, where I was team leader and 
senior planner. However, it was not constructed. 
 
I proposed it once more in 2009 as part of a Smart (Stormwater Management and Road Tunnel) 
tunnel, similar to that of Kuala Lumpur. Although it was approved by President Gloria Macapagal 
Arroyo, it was not acted upon due to a change in administration. 
 
This reveals a critical flaw in our government: We only plan for electoral cycles, not the next 
generation. 
 
Addressing climate change in the long term 
 
Simply preparing for natural hazards isn’t enough because their strength will continue to 
increase due to climate change. What was once considered a 100-year flood could occur every 
other year if we are not good stewards of the environment. 
 
That is why we must look beyond disaster resilience and address the root cause by looking at 
the biggest contributors. 
 
Shifting to sustainable transportation 
 
The transportation sector is one of the biggest contributors of air pollution in our country, with 
the toxic fumes emitted by all the cars, motorcycles, buses, jeepneys and trucks plying our 
roads. The best way to address this is by minimizing our dependence on fossil fuels. 
 
Active transportation is low-hanging fruit, especially because the majority of Filipinos are already 
walking, biking and riding public transit. And when more people shift from private motoring to 
active mobility, there will be less pollution and congestion. 
 
The challenge is to improve policy, infrastructure and enforcement to create a transportation 
system where human-scaled mobility is the preferred choice because it is safe and convenient. 
 
The abundance of renewableenergy sources 
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The energy sector is the other notable culprit, with around 70 percent of our electricity still 
generated using fossil fuels. There is no reason why we can’t transition to renewable sources of 
energy. 
 
Globally, the Philippines is ranked third in geothermal energy due to its position along the Pacific 
Ring of Fire. With the fifth longest coastline in the world, we have no shortage of water that can 
be used for hydroelectric power. Sunlight is plentiful with our proximity to the equator, and our 
country lies in between the wind corridors of the monsoon belt and trade winds. 
 
Investing in renewable energy is not optional given that Filipinos are among the most vulnerable 
to climate hazards. 
 
The reality of climate change 
 
The reality of climate change is that it did not happen overnight. Rather, the flooding that 
happened in Bulacan, Pampanga and many other parts of the country is the consequence of 
our actions and choices as a society that has accumulated over decades and centuries. 
 
That is why we can never blame climate change for the consequences of our maltreatment of 
the environment. Instead, citizens must do their part by holding the government accountable to 
ensure that hazards will not become disasters. 
 
As I always say, it is 90 percent less expensive to address hazards before they become 
disasters, and this also saves human lives, real estate, infrastructure and livelihood. 
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CCC IN THE NEWS: 
 

BUSINESS MIRROR 
 
Philippines joins CDRI 
By: Jonathan L. Mayuga 
 
The Climate Change Commission (CCC) welcomed President Marcos’s decision to bring the 
Philippines into the Coalition for Disaster Resilient Infrastructure (CDRI), saying it is a practical 
and forward-looking step for climate adaptation. 
 
CDRI is a global coalition committed to strengthening infrastructure resilience against climate 
and disaster risks. The Philippines was formally welcomed as CDRI’s 71st member during the 
President’s meeting with coalition officials in New Delhi, India. 
 
The Philippines is its second Southeast Asian member after Vietnam. 
 
Marcos designated the Department of Public Works and Highways (DPWH) to represent the 
country in the coalition.  
 
“This is a timely decision for Philippine adaptation. It can further strengthen our nation’s ability to 
anticipate risks and apply what we know before infrastructure is located, designed, financed, 
built, and maintained,” CCC Vice Chairperson and Executive Director Robert E.A. Borje said in 
a statement. 
 
Borje said the President’s decision supports the Marcos administration’s shift toward predictive 
governance, using climate projections, hazard information and risk assessments to guide 
present-day policies and investments. 
 
“Prediction has value when it changes a decision: the site selected, the design standard applied, 
the project prioritized, the maintenance scheduled and the essential service protected,” he 
added. 
 
Borje pointed out that roads, bridges, ports, power and water systems, schools, hospitals and 
communications facilities are interconnected. The failure of one critical system can disrupt 
essential services, livelihoods and economic activity, underscoring the need for climate-resilient 
design and preventive adaptation. 
 
The CCC said CDRI membership can complement the implementation of the National 
Adaptation Plan 2023–2050 and the National Climate Risk Management Framework by 
widening access to international expertise, technical cooperation, risk-assessment tools and 
potential partnerships for resilient infrastructure investment. 
 

 
17 

https://businessmirror.com.ph/2026/09/15/philippines-joins-cdri/


 

The commission emphasized that the value of membership will depend on how international 
knowledge and cooperation are translated into national standards, budgets, investment 
decisions and projects. 
 
“With DPWH as the country’s designated representative, the next step is to connect this 
cooperation with the work of other national agencies, local governments, infrastructure 
operators, financing institutions, universities and communities,” Borje said. 
 
“Our objective must be to build right at first sight and ensure that public investments remain 
safe, functional and useful under the risks we already face and those we can reasonably 
foresee.” 
 
The CCC is the lead policy-making body of the government on climate change. 
 
Under Republic Act 9729, as amended, the commission is tasked to coordinate, monitor, and 
evaluate government climate programs and support the mainstreaming of climate change into 
national, sectoral and local development policies and plans.  
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CEBU DAILY NEWS 
 
Use climate forecasts in infrastructure decisions, commission asks 
By: Marita Moaje 
 
Government leaders proposing an infrastructure project need to use “predictive government” 
tools in choosing sites and setting priorities, a commission urged.The Climate Change 
Commission (CCC) on Tuesday, September 15, pushed for using climate projections and risk 
assessments in policymaking and infrastructure decisions. 
 
CCC Vice Chairperson and Executive Director Robert E.A. Borje said that the Philippines must 
turn climate forecasts and disaster risk information into concrete decisions on infrastructure 
projects. The country has joined the Coalition for Disaster Resilient Infrastructure (CDRI). 
 
The CDRI is a voluntary global partnership that promotes infrastructure resilience against 
climate and disaster risks. 
 
Managing risks from climate change 
 
Borje said that the Philippines’ membership in the CDRI will strengthen how climate risks are 
considered before infrastructure gets built. 
 
“Prediction has value when it changes a decision: the site selected, the design standard applied, 
the project prioritized, the maintenance scheduled and the essential service protected,” he said 
in a press statement. 
 
The Philippines was formally welcomed as the 71st CDRI member during President Ferdinand 
R. Marcos Jr.’s meeting with coalition officials in New Delhi, India last Saturday, September 12. 
 
The Philippines is its second Southeast Asian member after Vietnam. 
 
DPWH and disaster-resilient infrastructure 
The Department of Public Works and Highways (DPWH) represents the country in the coalition. 
 
Borje said that the move is timely for the country’s climate adaptation efforts. 
 
“This is a timely decision for Philippine adaptation. It can further strengthen our nation’s ability to 
anticipate risks and apply what we know before infrastructure is located, designed, financed, 
built, and maintained,” he said. 
 
Borje pointed to roads, bridges, ports, power and water systems, schools, hospitals, and 
communications facilities as interconnected infrastructure. One failure can disrupt essential 
services, livelihoods, and economic activity, and public leaders and workers must adopt 
climate-resilient design. 
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The CCC said that the country’s CDRI membership can support the National Adaptation Plan 
2023–2050 and the Climate Risk Management Framework. 
 
This will expand the country’s access to international expertise, technical cooperation, 
risk-assessment tools, and possible partnerships for resilient infrastructure investments. 
 
However, the Commission said international cooperation must eventually be reflected in the 
country’s standards, budgets, investment decisions, and projects. 
 
 
“With DPWH as the country’s representative, the next step is to connect this cooperation with 
the work of other agencies,” Borje said. 
 
He also called for the involvement of local governments, infrastructure operators, financing 
institutions, universities, and communities. 
 
“Our objective must be to build right at first sight and ensure that public investments remain 
safe, functional, and useful under the risks we already face and those we can reasonably 
foresee,” he added.  
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DAILY TRIBUNE 
 
Phl joins disaster-resilient infrastructure coalition 
 
The Climate Change Commission (CCC) welcomed the Philippines’ entry into the Coalition for 
Disaster Resilient Infrastructure (CDRI), saying the move will strengthen the country’s ability to 
use climate and disaster risk data in infrastructure planning. 
 
The Philippines was formally welcomed as the CDRI’s 71st member on 12 September during 
President Ferdinand Marcos Jr.’s meeting with coalition officials in New Delhi, India. The 
Department of Public Works and Highways was designated to represent the country. 
 
“This is a timely decision for Philippine adaptation. It can further strengthen our nation’s ability to 
anticipate risks and apply what we know before infrastructure is located, designed, financed, 
built and maintained,” CCC vice chairperson and Executive Director Robert E.A. Borje said. 
 
The CCC said CDRI membership will provide access to international expertise, technical 
cooperation, risk-assessment tools and potential partnerships for resilient infrastructure 
investments. 
 
The Philippines is the second Southeast Asian country to join the coalition after Vietnam. 
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PAGEONE 
 
CCC Reviews Structure, Operations To Speed Up Climate Action 
 
The Climate Change Commission (CCC) is reviewing its organizational structure, resources and 
operations to improve efficiency and speed up climate program delivery amid the country’s 
growing climate risks. 
 
In a news release Monday, CCC Vice Chairperson and Executive Director Robert E.A. Borje 
said the agency is carrying out the review through its Optimization Program, which includes 
strategic and operational planning workshops involving representatives from its divisions, units 
and offices. 
 
“Climate change continues to pose complex and evolving risks, as seen in recent extreme 
weather events. Strengthening how we organize, plan, and deliver our programs is essential to 
ensuring that our policies translate into timely, effective, and meaningful action on the ground,” 
Borje said. 
 
Focused on aligning institutional priorities, he said the workshops identified areas for 
improvement while strengthening coordination within the Commission. 
 
The CCC said the effort is also intended to strengthen its capacity to implement national climate 
adaptation and mitigation policies by improving its use of climate data and science, 
measurement, reporting and verification (MRV) and monitoring, evaluation, accountability and 
learning (MEAL) systems. 
 
These systems are expected to help the CCC improve planning, monitoring and 
decision-making as climate risks and the country’s needs continue to change. 
 
CCC Deputy Executive Director Romell Antonio Cuenca stressed that reviewing the 
Commission’s structure and processes is an ongoing effort essential to delivering responsive 
public service. 
 
“By continuously reviewing and improving our structure, processes, and priorities, we are 
working to make the Commission more responsive and effective in delivering climate action for 
the Filipino people,” Cuenca said. 
 
The CCC said its Optimization Program is part of the broader Government Optimization 
Program under the administration of President Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr., which seeks to make 
the bureaucracy more efficient and responsive. 
 
The Commission assured continuous improvement of its internal coordination and operations as 
it works to strengthen the delivery of climate policies and programs supporting climate resilience 
and sustainable development. 
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PHILIPPINE NEWS AGENCY 
 
CCC pushes use of climate forecasts in infrastructure decisions 
By: Marita Moaje 
 
The Climate Change Commission (CCC) on Tuesday pushed for the country’s shift toward 
predictive government by using climate projections, hazard information and risk assessments in 
policymaking, including infrastructure investments. 
 
CCC Vice Chairperson and Executive Director Robert E.A. Borje said the Philippines must turn 
climate forecasts and disaster risk information into concrete decisions on infrastructure projects, 
as the country joins the Coalition for Disaster Resilient Infrastructure (CDRI). 
 
The CDRI is a voluntary global partnership that promotes infrastructure resilience against 
climate and disaster risks. 
 
Borje, in a news release, said the Philippines’ membership in the CDRI provides an opportunity 
to strengthen how climate risks are considered before infrastructure is built. 
 
“Prediction has value when it changes a decision: the site selected, the design standard applied, 
the project prioritized, the maintenance scheduled and the essential service protected,” he said. 
 
The Philippines was formally welcomed as the 71st CDRI member during President Ferdinand 
R. Marcos Jr.’s meeting with coalition officials in New Delhi, India. 
 
The Department of Public Works and Highways (DPWH) has been designated to represent the 
country in the coalition. 
 
The Philippines is its second Southeast Asian member after Vietnam. 
 
Borje said the move is timely for the country’s climate adaptation efforts, particularly as 
infrastructure faces risks from climate change and disasters. 
 
“This is a timely decision for Philippine adaptation. It can further strengthen our nation’s ability to 
anticipate risks and apply what we know before infrastructure is located, designed, financed, 
built and maintained,” he said. 
 
Borje pointed to roads, bridges, ports, power and water systems, schools, hospitals and 
communications facilities as interconnected infrastructure, noting that one failure can disrupt 
essential services, livelihoods and economic activity, stressing the need for climate-resilient 
design and preventive adaptation. 
 
The CCC said the country’s CDRI membership can support implementation of the National 
Adaptation Plan 2023–2050 and the National Climate Risk Management Framework by 
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expanding access to international expertise, technical cooperation, risk-assessment tools and 
possible partnerships for resilient infrastructure investments. 
 
However, the Commission said international cooperation must eventually be reflected in the 
country’s standards, budgets, investment decisions and projects. 
 
“With DPWH as the country’s designated representative, the next step is to connect this 
cooperation with the work of other national agencies, local governments, infrastructure 
operators, financing institutions, universities and communities,” Borje said. 
 
“Our objective must be to build right at first sight and ensure that public investments remain 
safe, functional and useful under the risks we already face and those we can reasonably 
foresee,” he added. 
 

  =END= 
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