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ABS CBN

Need for climate-resilient housing taken into account in proposed 2027 budget amid

floods — DHSUD budget sponsor
By: Agatha Gregorio

MANILA — The Department of Human Settlements and Urban Development (DHSUD) took into
account the need for climate-resilient housing in its proposed 2027 budget amid flooding,
according to DHSUD's budget sponsor Representative Julienne Baronda.
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GMA NEWS

EXPLAINER: What are NDCs and why are they so important in fighting climate change?
By: Lou Albano

The Philippines has finally updated its Nationally Determined Contributions (NDCs),
recommitting a total of 75% of emissions reduction and adjusting its unconditional emissions
reduction targets from 2.1% to 7% with the remaining 68% are conditional. This is all for the
period of 2025-2035.

INSIDE CLIMATE NEWS

Climate Change Primed Nepal Glacier for Deadly Collapse
By: Bob Berwyn

A new attribution study shows how warming rocks, thawing permafrost and melting ice
formations created a catastrophic chain of impacts.

THE GUARDIAN

Climate crisis likely behind devastating Nepal-Tibet floods that killed more than 1.300,
i v find
By: Damien Gayle

Scientists say global heating was a destabilising factor in collapse of 200,000 sq metre glacier in
August

THE MANILA TIMES

Water Utility Climate Alliance, Brown and Caldwell Release Industry-First
limate-Resilient Design idance for Water Infrastr r

New guidance translates climate risks into actionable engineering design strategies for U.S.
water utilities

THE PHILIPPINE STAR

Government courts investors to finance climate goals
By: Brix Lelis

MANILA, Philippines — The Marcos administration is seeking to attract more private capital to
bankroll green projects and help accelerate the country’s progress toward its climate targets.
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CCC IN THE NEWS:
DAILY GUARDIAN

Philippines joins CDRI to boost climate-resilient infrastructure

MANILA — The Climate Change Commission welcomed the Philippines’ entry into the Coalition
for Disaster Resilient Infrastructure, or CDRI, saying the move could strengthen the country’s
use of climate and disaster risk information in infrastructure planning.

DAILY TRIBUNE

Phl joins disaster-resilient infrastructure coalition

The Climate Change Commission (CCC) welcomed the Philippines’ entry into the Coalition for
Disaster Resilient Infrastructure (CDRI), saying the move will strengthen the country’s ability to
use climate and disaster risk data in infrastructure planning.

PHILIPPINE NEW AGENCY

cee | f climate f in infrast lecisi
By: Marita Moaje

MANILA — The Climate Change Commission (CCC) on Tuesday pushed for the country’s shift
toward predictive government by using climate projections, hazard information and risk
assessments in policymaking, including infrastructure investments.

PTV

advances adaptation investments to a lera National Adaptation Plan
implementation

The Climate Change Commission (CCC) convened the first meeting of the Steering Committee
of the Adaptation Investment Platform (AIP) on Sept. 3, advancing efforts to mobilize
investments and accelerate the implementation of the country’s National Adaptation Plan (NAP).

SUNSTAR

CCC pushes climate investments

MANILA — The Climate Change Commission is working to turn the Philippines’ climate
adaptation priorities into investment-ready projects as it seeks more funding for initiatives that
can protect communities from climate risks.

Information and Knowledge Management Division
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ABS CBN

Need for climate-resilient housing taken into account in proposed 2027 budget amid
floods — DHSUD budget sponsor
By: Agatha Gregorio

MANILA — The Department of Human Settlements and Urban Development (DHSUD) took into
account the need for climate-resilient housing in its proposed 2027 budget amid flooding,
according to DHSUD's budget sponsor Representative Julienne Baronda.

Baronda told lawmakers during plenary deliberations on the DHSUD's budget that this was
incorporated into the total costing of projects.

"Definitely kasama na po diyan to be resilient already. At naka-build in na po sa total cost ng
project per units," Baronda said on Wednesday.

The agency asked for the Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR)'s support
for this, according to Baronda.

"For example po, it was built already in mga non-flooded areas. And mayroon po din tayo doon
sa recent na pinuntahan ni presidente sa Cavite. Solar panel na din 'yun. Tapos 'yung proposal
po doon sa Region VI ni NHA po and ni DHSUD po, naka-incorporate na po diyan especially
doon po sa mga areas na declared ng Project NOAH and the low-lying areas po or 'yung mga
critical areas. Kaya po hinihingi na rin natin 'yung suporta ng DENR," Baronda said.

DHSUD's proposed budget is at over P5 billion for 2027, Baronda said.

This includes P1.1 billion for housing interest subsidies and the Expanded Pambansang
Pabahay para sa Pilipino (4PH) Program.

NO FUNDING IN DHSUD BUDGET FOR SARILING KURYENTE

Funding to operationalize the "Sariling Kuryente Act," mentioned by President Ferdinand
Marcos Jr. during his fifth State of the Nation Address (SONA), was not included in the
DHSUD's proposed budget, according to Baronda.

"President Marcos made a pronouncement. In fact, a directive... How does your 2027 budget
now operationalize this directive? Nakasama po ba 'yan diyan sa mga plano ninyo pong mga
modalities, whatever modalities you have right now? Is it integrated na ang directive ng sariling
kuryente?" 4K party-list Representative Iris Montes asked.

Baronda replied, "Wala po tayo. But nakipag-usap tayo with the CMP and the NIA na tulungan
tayo."
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The "Sariling Kuryente Act" aims to encourage households to generate their own electricity
through the use of renewable energy sources.

"Siguro naman po alam din naman natin ang kahalagahan nitong direktiba ng pangulo, lalo na
sa panahong napakataas ng presyo ng kuryente... Kung mayroon po naka-integrate po sa
plano ng DHSUD ang mga solar-ready homes, malaking kapakinabangan po 'yan sa mga
ordinaryong pamilya na makabawas sa kanilang pang-araw araw na gastusin," Montes said.

It would be best for socialized housing to be "solar-ready," according to the lawmaker.
"Ang sinasabi ko lang po dito 'yung mga socialized housing po mas magandang solar-ready

'yung mga socialized housing natin para hindi na po ibe-bear ng mga mahihirap 'yung gastusin
para doon," Montes said.



GMA NEWS

EXPLAINER: What are NDCs and why are they so important in fighting climate change?
By: Lou Albano

The Philippines has finally updated its Nationally Determined Contributions (NDCs),
recommitting a total of 75% of emissions reduction and adjusting its unconditional emissions
reduction targets from 2.1% to 7% with the remaining 68% are conditional. This is all for the
period of 2025-2035.

But what are NDCs and why do they matter?

Essentially, NDCs are climate action plans that each of the 195 countries that signed on to the
Paris Agreement is required to submit to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate
Change (UNFCCC) every five years.

Countries need to update their NDCs every five years because the idea is for every signatory to
raise its climate ambition and be able to keep up with the goal of limiting warming to 1.5C.

"Together these climate actions determine whether the world achieves the long-term goals of
the Paris Agreement," the UNFCCC said on its website.

In case a reminder is needed: the Paris Agreement is the legally binding treaty with the goal of
limiting "the increase in global average temperature to well below 2C above pre-industrial
levels' and pursue efforts 'to limit the temperature increase to 1.5C above preindustrial levels."

It's been hailed as a monumental triumph for people and the planet.
Where did the 1.5C come from?

1.5C is not an arbitrary number. According to the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change
(IPCC), the UN body for assessing climate science, crossing 1.5C "risks unleashing far more
severe climate change impacts, including more frequent and severe droughts, heatwaves, and
rainfall."

Underneath it all is preventing unnecessary loss of resources, the loss of lives, and keeping a
habitable earth.

So consider extreme weather events like Super El Nifio, the simultaneous typhoons that the
Philippines experienced in 2024, and even the heat waves and polar vortex in the west. Notice
we are getting more of these extreme events? That's because climate is changing and Earth is
getting cooked.


https://www.gmanetwork.com/news/scitech/science/1002471/explainer-what-are-ndcs-and-why-are-they-so-important-in-fighting-climate-change/story/

Earlier in the month, the United Nations Environment Program released a study that said the
world is going to overshoot 1.5C, with the best case scenario now pegged at 1.8C.

So how can we limit warming to 1.5C?

First of all, let's get our vocab down pat. Limiting warming to 1.5C is called mitigation, as in to
stop or reduce something harmful or unpleasant.

In climate, mitigation specifically means "efforts to reduce emissions and enhance sinks."

That implies planting more trees and increasing forest covers (forests and trees are considered
carbon sinks because they sequester carbon from the atmosphere).

But the more effective manner to limit warming is to reduce greenhouse gas emissions (GHG)
from entering the atmosphere.

GHG — like the carbon dioxide from our cars, the smoke from burning fossil fuels for energy
and electricity, and methane from agriculture and livestock — is what traps heat and warms the
planet. This is the main culprit for climate change.

The UN calls the NDCs "the heart of the Paris Agreement" because they hold each country's
commitment as well as its strategies and action plans to achieve that commitment.

For the Philippines, we are looking to cut our emissions by 75%, increasing the unconditional
commitment to 7% — or emissions we plan to cut on our own — and the remaining 68% as
conditional or reliant on international help.

How do we reduce GHGs?

It's not easy nor cheap to reduce GHG emissions. Yes, we can improve our carbon sinks —
plant trees and expand our forests — but as many experts have already said, we cannot plant
our way out of this crisis.

Reducing GHG emissions requires transitioning to renewable energy, electrification of vehicles,
better public transport, and improved agricultural emissions and waste management.

It's a lot.

Thankfully, it's also in our updated NDC, which says emissions reduction will cover energy,
transport, agriculture, waste, and forestry and other land use sectors, as well as industrial
processes and product use, reflecting "an economy-wide scope in determining overall addition
and consistency with national greenhouse gas inventory arrangements."



A caveat: As highlighted by Gerry Arances of the Center for Energy, Ecology, and Development
(CEED), the updated NDC doesn't mention phasing out fossil fuels.

Anna Reyes of Sustina drives the point further: "the word 'coal' does not appear anywhere in the
NDC document."

That's a very important point to make because as of 2023, coal is still the most dominant energy
source in the Philippines. So this means means that even if you've already gotten an electric
vehicle, you're still reliant on fossil fuels; you're plugging it into a system that's running on coal.
Yes we know. it's tough.

Why fossil fuels?

According to the United Nations, "fossil fuels — coal, oil, and gas — are by far the largest
contributor to global climate change."

They have been very useful to our daily lives: they provide electricity that powers our homes
and businesses, factories and office buildings, as well as gas for our cars, and buses, and
planes. Shipping — and we're doing a lot of this from online shopping — is also powered by
fossil fuels.

Even plastic is made from fossil fuels — and we know how inevitable plastics have become to
our lives; it's its own type of pollution.

But with plastic already polluting even the depths of the ocean, extreme weather events
occurring more frequently, sea level rise and melting glaciers: Isn't it time to be more serious
about cutting emissions?

It's an important question to ask, especially by the Philippines because despite not being a
major global emitter — the country only emitted a total of 175 million tonnes of CO2 in 2024, or
just 0.45% of the world's CO2 emissions of the same year, according to Our World in Data —
we remain among the most vulnerable to climate change. — VBL/CDC, GMA News



INSIDE CLIMATE NEWS

Climate Change Primed Nepal Glacier for Deadly Collapse
By: Bob Berwyn

A new attribution study shows how warming rocks, thawing permafrost and melting ice
formations created a catastrophic chain of impacts.

Climate attribution researchers say “there is absolutely no doubt” that decades of global
warming set the stage for the deadly rock and glacier collapse on Langtang Lirung Mountain in
Nepal.

At least 1,300 people died in August when a cascade of semi-frozen sludge, boulders, trees and
other debris roared through the region at speeds up to 100 mph and crested up to 300 feet high.
The disaster destroyed and damaged towns, farms, orchards, roads, bridges and energy
infrastructure, devastating livelihoods across the region. The total losses are now estimated at
about $5 billion.

In a new analysis of the Aug. 26 disaster, a team of scientists with World Weather Attribution
highlighted that record-hot temperatures baked the region in the months before the disaster.
That was preceded by unusually high snowfall in late 2025, which is usually a very dry time for
the region. Additional meltwater from the snow was probably another element in a complex
chain of climate-linked factors contributing to the disaster, said Walter Immerzeel, a co-author of
the new analysis.

Warming has hollowed out ancient ice and thawed the permafrost, the frozen ground that helps
bind high mountain slopes together, leaving them increasingly vulnerable to collapse.

According to new estimates, about 116 million cubic meters of rock and ice initially broke away
from the face of the mountain, the equivalent of a 96-square-block area of Manhattan breaking
off all at once and plunging several thousand vertical feet within minutes. The size of the initial
disintegration is unprecedented in the Himalayas, said Immerzeel, a mountain hydrologist at
Utrecht University in the Netherlands who spent years researching in the region affected by the
recent catastrophe.

The volume is about five times that of the most comparable mountain collapse and flood in the
region, the 2021 Chamoli disaster in Uttarakhand, India. The increasing frequency and scale of
mountain and glacier collapses and subsequent floods are signs of “fundamental, irreversible
shifts in Himalayan mountain environments,” Immerzeel said.

Nepal has sought aid from an international fund for climate losses and damage set up through
the United Nations climate framework. But the fund only has about $800 million pledged, with
roughly $350 million available for claims, a fraction of the estimated damage from this single
disaster.


https://insideclimatenews.org/news/16092026/research-links-warming-rocks-thawing-permafrost-melting-ice-to-nepal-flood/

The flood first swept through the upper Lhende valley and the settlements of Rasuwa district,
including Rasuwagadhi and Timure, before surging through the Bhote Koshi and Trishuli river
systems, about 100 miles downstream. About 5,000 people are still missing.

Immerzeel said the new analysis highlights the changes in background conditions that affect
hazards for people and resources. That may be more consequential than identifying the exact
trigger for a single specific event, several co-authors said during a press briefing on the new
analysis.

Immerzeel said climate change from burning fossil fuels is pushing the freezing line upward by
roughly 100 meters per decade, heating bedrock that has been frozen in place for thousands of
years and spreading that heat beneath the glaciers.

Some of the melting ice has been frozen for tens of thousands of years. Warm meltwater flows
deep into cracks in the rocks, exerting enormous hydraulic pressure. Then it refreezes in winter,
widening the fissures; when it melts again in spring, gravity takes hold.

“When you combine high-elevation permafrost degradation with glacier retreat and record
summer heat, the structural integrity of these mountain walls is compromised,” he said. “The
catastrophic impacts of what can then happen are clear for all to see.”

Co-author Fredi Otto, a climate scientist at Imperial College London, said the analysis shows
how permafrost thawing, glacier thinning and more rain instead of snow had the effect of
“preconditioning” the mountain for collapse.

She said scientists could be even more specific about how much human-caused warming
contributed to the disaster with more detailed glacier modeling and readings from nearby
glaciers. But that shouldn’t matter in the context of funding to cover the cost of climate impacts,
she added, addressing the question of who should help Nepal pay for a climate disaster caused
by billions of tons of carbon dioxide emissions from rich, developed countries.

Co-author Madhab Uprety, a technical expert with the Red Cross Red Crescent Climate Centre,
said the extreme flood challenged basic assumptions about what communities in the region
must prepare for.

Keeping pace with the rising risk requires continually reassessing how hazards are changing in
a rapidly warming climate, and also “making sure preparedness systems keep pace with some
of these emerging and cascading hazards,” he said.

Long-term development patterns in Nepal have also heightened the risk, as drought, water

scarcity and declining agricultural productivity are spurring some people to relocate into steep
and vulnerable mountain valleys, he added.
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With rising global temperatures expected to increase the risk of catastrophic mountain system
failures, the scientists said more measures could be taken to keep people safe.

Immerzeel said it would be impossible to monitor every potentially dangerous rock wall in the
region. The best approach, he said, is to identify exposed river corridors with hydropower,
infrastructure, towns and villages; scan upstream with radar and optical satellite imagery to find
hotspots; and then use on-site rock-movement sensors and routine radar monitoring along with
drones.

Timely warnings would require seismometers to detect the volume of material early, as well as
remote cameras and more stream flow sensors in the highest valleys.

But even with such systems in place, Immerzeel said it might be impossible to predict a disaster
as extreme as the collapse on Langtang Lirung Mountain.

11



THE GUARDIAN

Climate crisis likely behind devastating Nepal-Tibet floods that killed more than 1.300,
first study finds
By: Damien Gayle

Scientists say global heating was a destabilising factor in collapse of 200,000 sq metre glacier in
August

Climate breakdown probably weakened the glacier that collapsed causing catastrophic floods
and killing hundreds of people in Nepal and Tibet last month, the first scientific study of the
disaster has found.

Researchers identified unusually warm conditions before the glacier’s collapse, which sent an
avalanche of 110m cubic metres (3,885 cu ft) of snow and ice into the valley below. This
triggered flash floods on an almost unprecedented scale, hitting communities downstream
without warning.

“‘Communities in Nepal are paying with their lives for a crisis driven by fossil fuel emissions
thousands of miles away,” said Dr Friederike Otto, a climate science professor at Imperial
College London, which carried out the study.

“When warming destabilises the roof of the world, no amount of local adaptation can fully shield
vulnerable people downstream from this scale of destruction. Without much faster action to
transition to zero fossil fuel emissions we will inevitably see more disasters of this scale
occurring in the years to come.”

More than 1,300 people were killed and more than 5,000 people remain missing after a massive
section of overhanging glacier and rock measuring roughly 200,000 sq metres (2,153,000 sq ft)
fell from Langtang Lirung mountain on 26 August.

It dropped about 1,400 metres (4,660ft), slamming into the valley floor with such intensity that it
registered as an earthquake, liquidising ice and sparking a freezing flood that careened
downriver at speeds exceeding 110 mph.

The devastating flood of water, ice, rock and sediment swept away families, homes,
settlements, roads, bridges and other infrastructure, leaving survivors stranded and cut off.

“‘Rock avalanches of this size are rare, with annual frequency estimates of approximately one

event this size every 1,000-10,000 years,” the study said. “This event shows that limits to
adaptation are already being reached.”
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The research was unlike previous studies by Otto and her team at World Weather Attribution
(WWA) — a collaborative project between Imperial and other climate specialists worldwide — in
that the role of climate breakdown could not be ascribed to one particular weather event.

Instead, the researchers found the disaster was the result of a compound crisis, with a number
of factors made worse by decades of atmospheric heating as a result of greenhouse gas
pollution.

Dr Ben Clarke, who researches extreme weather and climate change at Imperial, said the
“fingerprints of climate change” were clear in the long-term changes that happened around the
glacier before its catastrophic collapse.

Otto, Clarke and the WWA team said their study did not directly ascribe climate breakdown as
the fundamental cause of the catastrophe. Instead, it was best understood as a destabilising
factor on the existing geology.

Clarke said: “We found that climate change is transforming the high mountain environment,
influencing many of the possible drivers of this collapse.”

Nepal has filed a formal request with the UN loss and damage fund for financial support to
address the destruction caused by the flood, a process that requires proof of a link to the
climate crisis. The country’s foreign minister, Shisir Khanal, has also demanded that top emitting
nations such as China and India “wake up” and accept shared responsibility for the disaster.

Madhab Uprety, senior technical advisor for the Red Cross Red Crescent Climate Centre, which
is part of WWA, said only aggressive cuts to global emissions could begin to address the
“‘losses and damages faced by vulnerable frontline communities”.

He added: “In addition to the human tragedy on an unimaginable scale, the cost of recovery for
this disaster is substantial. For a nation that's done virtually nothing to contribute to this problem,
it underlines the need to find fairness in helping climate vulnerable nations cope with the
problems they have not unleashed.”
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THE MANILA TIMES

Water _ Utility Climate _Alliance. Brown and Caldwell Release Industry-First
Climate-Resilient Design Guidance for Water Infrastructure

New guidance translates climate risks into actionable engineering design strategies for U.S.
water utilities

WALNUT CREEK, Calif., Sept. 16, 2026 (GLOBE NEWSWIRE) -- Water utilities across the
United States now have access to a first-of-its-kind resource to help them design infrastructure
for a changing climate.

Released by the Water Utility Climate Alliance (WUCA) and Brown and Caldwell, the
Climate-Resilient Engineering Design Guidance for the Water Sector provides practical,
industry-ready strategies to address rising risks from extreme weather and long-term climate
impacts. The open-source guidance helps water, wastewater and stormwater utilities design a
wide range of facilities and assets exposed to hazards such as flooding, drought, sea level rise,
extreme heat and more.

The guidance reflects real-world challenges and shared solutions from across diverse
geographic regions and climate conditions, helping utilities apply proven approaches while
adapting to their own local risks. In 2025, WUCA awarded funding for Brown and Caldwell to
co-lead this industry project in collaboration with major utilities nationwide.

"WUCA is proud to work together with our members and Brown and Caldwell to address a
challenge that no one utility could manage alone,” said Ashley Ebrahimi of Philadelphia Water.
"The guidance offers forward-looking approaches that will help utilities embed climate resilience
into planning and design, strengthening long-term decision-making. It also represents another
important way we aim to ensure water utilities and the communities they serve can thrive in the
face of emerging challenges.”

Added Dr. Tess Sprague, Strategic and Resilience Lead at Brown and Caldwell, who helped
oversee the initiative: "This is a major step forward for the water industry. For too long, there’s
been a gap between understanding climate risk and knowing how to design for it. Utilities are
looking for solutions. This guidance translates climate science into clear, practical design
strategies engineers can use today, while also helping utilities learn from one another.”

The guidance is intended to serve as a "living resource” for the entire water sector, with
strategies that will continue to evolve as utilities test, refine and expand best practices. It also
addresses emerging business challenges, including the growing impact of climate risk on
insurability and creditworthiness - supporting utilities in proactively strengthening resilience in
their capital programs.
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"This work reflects the power of collaboration across utilities, disciplines and regions,” said Karri
Ving, Managing Principal in Organizational Resilience at Brown and Caldwell. "By bringing
together engineers, planners, operators and climate specialists, we’ve created guidance that is
both technically rigorous and grounded in real-world application. It enables utilities to embed
resilience into everyday decision-making and ensures that every investment moves the needle
forward.”

Brown and Caldwell’s team of design and technical practitioners - led by Sprague and Ving -
worked closely with WUCA utility members in shaping the guidance, which offers technical
content while emphasizing stronger alignment across disciplines to support more consistent
decision-making. An appendix addresses designing for future conditions, providing methods for
incorporating climate projections into design processes, along with examples and checklists for
practitioners.

The Climate-Resilient Engineering Design Guidance for the Water Sector is available as a free
resource for utilities nationwide at: wucaonline.org.

Brown and Caldwell is incorporating the guidance into its existing BC:LongView™ approach with
climate-resilient solutions and best practices to help clients address current and future
environmental challenges.

About WUCA

The Water Utility Climate Alliance (WUCA) is a group of 12 of the nation’s largest water
providers serving over 50 million customers across the United States. WUCA’'s mission is to
collaboratively advance water utility climate change adaptation. WUCA believes climate-resilient
water utilities are an essential part of strong communities and strives to advance water utility
climate adaptation so that communities can thrive in a changing world.

About Brown and Caldwell

Headquartered in Walnut Creek, California, Brown and Caldwell is a full-service environmental
engineering and construction services firm with 50 offices and nearly 2,400 professionals across
North America and the Pacific. For more than 75 years, our creative solutions have helped
municipalities, private industry, and government agencies successfully overcome their most
challenging water and environmental obstacles. As an employee-owned company, Brown and
Caldwell is passionate about exceeding our clients’ expectations and making a difference for our
employees, our communities, and our environment.
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THE PHILIPPINE STAR

Government courts investors to finance climate goals
By: Brix Lelis

MANILA, Philippines — The Marcos administration is seeking to attract more private capital to
bankroll green projects and help accelerate the country’s progress toward its climate targets.

Environment Secretary Juan Miguel Cuna is calling on investors and business leaders to invest
in clean technologies while actively participating in high-integrity local carbon offset frameworks.

“We need capital that builds,” Cuna said at the Philippine Net Zero Conference 2026 hosted by
the Net Zero Carbon Alliance.

He urged financial institutions to stop treating climate projects as “high-risk anomalies” and
instead make green financing “accessible, scalable and non-debt creating.”

Cuna likewise pressed for stronger collaboration between the government and the private sector
to bridge the gap between climate ambition and real-economy delivery.

While the Philippines is a signatory to the Paris Agreement, the international climate treaty
adopted at the 2015 United Nations Climate Change Conference, the country has yet to declare
a net-zero target.

It has, however, committed to cutting its greenhouse gas emissions through its nationally
determined contribution (NDC).

According to Cuna, the enhanced 2026 NDC would set a target of reducing and avoiding net
emissions by 75 percent through 2035.

“The 2026 NDC is our national economic platform linking climate action directly to energy
security, economic stability, fiscal resilience and social protection,” he said.

As part of its climate efforts, the Philippines is currently crafting policies that will set clear criteria
for determining which mitigation activities, projects and programs are eligible to generate and
receive carbon credit certificates.

These certificates can be traded and represent one ton of carbon dioxide equivalent emissions
that have been reduced or removed from the atmosphere.

‘For a highly climate-vulnerable nation like the Philippines, achieving net zero emissions

remains an indispensable shield,” NZCA executive director of conference convenor Allan
Barcena said.
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“(It is) no longer just an environmental ideal but a structural economic blueprint that ensures
independent clean energy, long-term enterprise survival and protection from volatile global fossil
fuel prices,” Barcena said.
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CCC IN THE NEWS:

DAILY GUARDIAN

Philippines joins CDRI to boost climate-resilient infrastructure

MANILA — The Climate Change Commission welcomed the Philippines’ entry into the Coalition
for Disaster Resilient Infrastructure, or CDRI, saying the move could strengthen the country’s
use of climate and disaster risk information in infrastructure planning.

The Philippines was formally welcomed as CDRI’'s 71st member during President Ferdinand
Marcos Jr.’s meeting with coalition officials in New Delhi, India, on Sept. 12.

The Department of Public Works and Highways has been designated to represent the
Philippines in the coalition.

“This is a timely decision for Philippine adaptation. It can further strengthen our nation’s ability to
anticipate risks and apply what we know before infrastructure is located, designed, financed,
built and maintained,” said CCC Vice Chairperson and Executive Director Robert E.A. Borje.

Borje said the decision supports the administration’s push for predictive governance, which uses
climate projections, hazard information, and risk assessments to inform current policies and
investments.

“Prediction has value when it changes a decision: the site selected, the design standard applied,
the project prioritized, the maintenance scheduled and the essential service protected,” he
added.

Borje noted that roads, bridges, ports, power and water systems, schools, hospitals, and
communications facilities are interconnected.

A failure in one critical system can disrupt essential services, livelihoods, and economic activity,
highlighting the importance of climate-resilient design and preventive adaptation.

The CCC said CDRI membership could complement implementation of the National Adaptation
Plan 2023-2050 and the National Climate Risk Management Framework by expanding access
to international expertise, technical cooperation, risk-assessment tools, and potential
partnerships for resilient infrastructure investment.

The National Adaptation Plan is the Philippines’ long-term framework for reducing climate

vulnerability, strengthening adaptive capacity, and integrating climate considerations into
policies, programs, investments, and development planning.
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The commission said the benefits of CDRI membership would depend on how international
knowledge and cooperation are translated into national standards, budgets, investment
decisions, and infrastructure projects.

“With DPWH as the country’s designated representative, the next step is to connect this
cooperation with the work of other national agencies, local governments, infrastructure
operators, financing institutions, universities and communities,” Borje said.

“Our objective must be to build right at first sight and ensure that public investments remain
safe, functional and useful under the risks we already face and those we can reasonably
foresee.”

CDRI, launched by India in 2019, is a voluntary and nonbinding global partnership that
promotes infrastructure resilience against disasters and climate-related risks.

The coalition brings together governments, international organizations, financial institutions, the
private sector, and academic institutions to share expertise, strengthen technical capacity, and
promote investment in resilient infrastructure.

The Philippines became the second Southeast Asian country to join CDRI after Vietnam.

The CCC is the Philippine government’s lead policy-making body on climate change.

Under Republic Act No. 9729, or the Climate Change Act of 2009, as amended, the commission
must formulate climate policies, coordinate and monitor government climate programs, and

support integrating climate change considerations into national, sectoral, and local development
planning.
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Phl joins disaster-resilient infrastructure coalition

The Climate Change Commission (CCC) welcomed the Philippines’ entry into the Coalition for
Disaster Resilient Infrastructure (CDRI), saying the move will strengthen the country’s ability to
use climate and disaster risk data in infrastructure planning.

The Philippines was formally welcomed as the CDRI's 71st member on 12 September during
President Ferdinand Marcos Jr.’s meeting with coalition officials in New Delhi, India. The
Department of Public Works and Highways was designated to represent the country.

“This is a timely decision for Philippine adaptation. It can further strengthen our nation’s ability to
anticipate risks and apply what we know before infrastructure is located, designed, financed,
built and maintained,” CCC vice chairperson and Executive Director Robert E.A. Borje said.

The CCC said CDRI membership will provide access to international expertise, technical
cooperation, risk-assessment tools and potential partnerships for resilient infrastructure

investments.

The Philippines is the second Southeast Asian country to join the coalition after Vietnam.
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PHILIPPINE NEW AGENCY

CCC pushes use of climate forecasts in infrastructure decisions
By: Marita Moaje

MANILA — The Climate Change Commission (CCC) on Tuesday pushed for the country’s shift
toward predictive government by using climate projections, hazard information and risk
assessments in policymaking, including infrastructure investments.

CCC Vice Chairperson and Executive Director Robert E.A. Borje said the Philippines must turn
climate forecasts and disaster risk information into concrete decisions on infrastructure projects,
as the country joins the Coalition for Disaster Resilient Infrastructure (CDRI).

The CDRI is a voluntary global partnership that promotes infrastructure resilience against
climate and disaster risks.

Borje, in a news release, said the Philippines’ membership in the CDRI provides an opportunity
to strengthen how climate risks are considered before infrastructure is built.

“Prediction has value when it changes a decision: the site selected, the design standard applied,
the project prioritized, the maintenance scheduled and the essential service protected,” he said.

The Philippines was formally welcomed as the 71st CDRI member during President Ferdinand
R. Marcos Jr.’s meeting with coalition officials in New Delhi, India.

The Department of Public Works and Highways (DPWH) has been designated to represent the
country in the coalition.

The Philippines is its second Southeast Asian member after Vietnam.

Borje said the move is timely for the country’s climate adaptation efforts, particularly as
infrastructure faces risks from climate change and disasters.

“This is a timely decision for Philippine adaptation. It can further strengthen our nation’s ability to
anticipate risks and apply what we know before infrastructure is located, designed, financed,
built and maintained,” he said.

Borje pointed to roads, bridges, ports, power and water systems, schools, hospitals and
communications facilities as interconnected infrastructure, noting that one failure can disrupt
essential services, livelihoods and economic activity, stressing the need for climate-resilient
design and preventive adaptation.

The CCC said the country’s CDRI membership can support implementation of the National
Adaptation Plan 2023-2050 and the National Climate Risk Management Framework by
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expanding access to international expertise, technical cooperation, risk-assessment tools and
possible partnerships for resilient infrastructure investments.

However, the Commission said international cooperation must eventually be reflected in the
country’s standards, budgets, investment decisions and projects.

“With DPWH as the country’s designated representative, the next step is to connect this
cooperation with the work of other national agencies, local governments, infrastructure
operators, financing institutions, universities and communities,” Borje said.

“Our objective must be to build right at first sight and ensure that public investments remain

safe, functional and useful under the risks we already face and those we can reasonably
foresee,” he added. (PNA)
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CCC advances adaptation investments to accelerate National Adaptation Plan
implementation

The Climate Change Commission (CCC) convened the first meeting of the Steering Committee
of the Adaptation Investment Platform (AIP) on Sept. 3, advancing efforts to mobilize
investments and accelerate the implementation of the country’s National Adaptation Plan (NAP).

The AIP seeks to help translate the country’s adaptation priorities into investment-ready projects
by bringing together government, project proponents, financial institutions, and development
partners to mobilize public, private, and concessional financing for locally led and NAP-aligned
initiatives.

CCC Vice Chairperson and Executive Director Robert E.A. Borje underscored the importance of
ensuring that adaptation plans are translated into concrete investments and actions that benefit
communities.

“An adaptation plan becomes consequential only when it begins to change decisions: where the
government directs public resources, which projects financial institutions support, and whether
investment reaches communities before climate risk becomes climate loss,” Borje said.

Developed under the leadership of President Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr., the Philippines’ NAP was
adopted by the CCC in April 2024 through Commission Resolution No. 2024-003.

The Philippines was the third ASEAN nation and 56th country in the world to submit its NAP to
the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC). The NAP identifies
adaptation priorities across eight sectors and estimates the annual economic cost of climate
inaction at P645 billion.

While the NAP provides the country’s policy direction for climate adaptation, Borje emphasized
the need to develop a credible pipeline of projects that can attract financing and deliver
measurable results.

The AIP is intended to address challenges that prevent adaptation projects from advancing,
including fragmented institutional arrangements, limited project readiness, financing gaps, and
the absence of clear pathways from national priorities to local implementation.

The Platform’s initial pipeline includes three projects in Negros Occidental and lloilo, provinces
identified within the high-exposure band of the NAP’s provincial categorization. As of Aug. 25,
2026, P59 million had been deployed, with P225 million identified for possible deployment over
the next 12 months.
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“These are projected results, not yet accomplishments. Our responsibility is to build the
governance, financing, and delivery arrangements that can turn them into verified outcomes,”
Borje said.

The first Steering Committee meeting focused on establishing the AIP’s governance and
institutional arrangements, advancing the initial project pipeline, and identifying sustainable
financing pathways to support the implementation of the NAP.

For the CCC, investments supported through the Platform must remain aligned with NAP
priorities, provide meaningful pathways for local governments and institutions, and generate
results that can be tracked through the NAP’s monitoring, evaluation, accountability, and
learning system.

“Let us make sure that capital reaches the farm; that an investment becomes avoided loss,

protected income, and greater security; and that the promise of the National Adaptation Plan is
felt where climate risk is already lived,” Borje said. (PR)
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CCC pushes climate investments

MANILA — The Climate Change Commission is working to turn the Philippines’ climate
adaptation priorities into investment-ready projects as it seeks more funding for initiatives that
can protect communities from climate risks.

The CCC convened the first meeting of the Steering Committee of the Adaptation Investment
Platform (AIP) on Sept. 3, bringing together government agencies, project proponents, financial
institutions and development partners to advance the country’s National Adaptation Plan.

The AIP aims to connect locally led, NAP-aligned projects with public, private and concessional
financing. It also seeks to address common barriers that keep adaptation projects from moving
forward, including limited project readiness, financing gaps and fragmented institutional
arrangements.

CCC Vice Chairperson and Executive Director Robert E.A. Borje said adaptation plans must
lead to actual investments and actions that make a difference in communities.

“An adaptation plan becomes consequential only when it begins to change decisions: where the
government directs public resources, which projects financial institutions support, and whether
investment reaches communities before climate risk becomes climate loss,” Borje said.

The Philippines adopted its National Adaptation Plan in April 2024 through CCC Resolution No.
2024-003. Developed under the leadership of President Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr., the plan
identifies adaptation priorities across eight sectors and estimates the annual economic cost of
climate inaction at 645 billion.

The Philippines became the third Southeast Asian country and the 56th country in the world to
submit its NAP to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change.

While the NAP sets the country's policy direction for climate adaptation, Borje said the
government also needs a credible pipeline of projects that can attract financing and deliver
measurable results.

The Philippines adopted its National Adaptation Plan in April 2024 through CCC Resolution No.
2024-003. Developed under the leadership of President Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr., the plan
identifies adaptation priorities across eight sectors and estimates the annual economic cost of
climate inaction at 645 billion.

The Philippines became the third Southeast Asian country and the 56th country in the world to
submit its NAP to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change.
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While the NAP sets the country's policy direction for climate adaptation, Borje said the
government also needs a credible pipeline of projects that can attract financing and deliver
measurable results.

The AIP's initial pipeline includes three projects in Negros Occidental and lloilo, provinces
classified within the NAP's high-exposure band. As of Aug. 25, 59 million had been deployed,
while another 225 million had been identified for possible deployment over the next 12 months.

Borje cautioned that the figures represent projected results rather than completed outcomes.

“These are projected results, not yet accomplishments. Our responsibility is to build the
governance, financing, and delivery arrangements that can turn them into verified outcomes,” he
said.

Building a project pipeline

The first Steering Committee meeting focused on establishing the AIP's governance and
institutional arrangements, advancing the initial project pipeline and identifying sustainable
financing options for NAP implementation.

The CCC said investments supported through the platform must remain aligned with NAP
priorities, create meaningful opportunities for local governments and institutions, and produce
results that can be tracked through the NAP's monitoring, evaluation, accountability and learning
system.

The regional exchange also brought together stakeholders working on SME development,
finance and sustainability, highlighting the need to connect climate adaptation with practical

investments and business activity.

For Borje, the ultimate measure of adaptation investment is its impact on communities facing
climate risks.

“Let us make sure that capital reaches the farm; that an investment becomes avoided loss,
protected income, and greater security; and that the promise of the National Adaptation Plan is

felt where climate risk is already lived,” he said. PR
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