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ABS CBN

Marcos wants new class suspension announcement system — Palace

By: Katrina Domingo

MANILA — President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. is urging several agencies to come up with a new
class suspension announcement scheme to better inform parents and students about the
postponement of classes during inclement weather, Malacafiang said on Thursday, a day after
the Chief Executive convened several Cabinet members in the Palace.

'No doubt' of climate change role in deadly China-Nepal flood: scientists

NEPAL — Climate change was a core factor in last month's deadly glacial mountain collapse on
the China-Nepal border that killed more than 1,400 people and left at least 6,600 missing,
scientists said Thursday.


https://www.abs-cbn.com/news/nation/2026/9/17/marcos-wants-new-class-suspension-announcement-system-palace-1419
https://www.abs-cbn.com/news/world/2026/9/17/-no-doubt-of-climate-change-role-in-deadly-china-nepal-flood-scientists-0924

BBC

Nepal to use new flood study to claim millions from UN climate disaster fund
By: Koh Ewe and Navin Singh Khadka

Nepal plans to use a new study linking climate change to the deadly floods last month as the
basis of a financial request from a United Nations fund.

CEBU DAILY NEWS

Cebu to see rains, thunderstorms until end of week due to ITCZ, LPA
By: Airam Limatog

LAPU-LAPU CITY, Cebu — Cebuanos can expect cloudy skies with scattered rain showers and
thunderstorms on Thursday, September 17, due to the Intertropical Convergence Zone (ITCZ)
and a low-pressure area (LPA).

GMA NEWS

Big-ti il price hike of P11 for diesel. P5 f :  weel

Another big-time oil price hike is foreseen in the following week due to the Middle East fuel
crisis, with diesel prices possibly surging by P11 per liter and gas prices increasing by as high
as P5 per liter.

MANILA BULLETIN

Climate change made deadly Nepal glacier and rock collapse more likely, according to
nalysi

BENGALURU, India (AP) — Human-caused global warming thinned glaciers and thawed
mountain permafrost, likely helping to destabilize the Himalayan slope that collapsed last month
and unleashed catastrophic flooding across Nepal, according to a report released Thursday.

PALAWAN NEWS

Coron, Busuanga educators trained on environmental sustainability
By: Emman Magpusao

Educators from Coron and Busuanga completed a three-day training on environmental
sustainability and biodiversity conservation aimed at helping schools incorporate environmental
education into classroom and community activities.
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Teodoro: China walang karapatang magdikta sa BRP Sierra Madre
By: Jan Elmer Badilla

Walang karapatan ang China na hilingin o diktahan ang Pilipinas na alisin ang BRP Sierra
Madre (LS-57) sa Ayungin Shoal sa West Philippine Sea, ayon kay Department of National
Defense (DND) Secretary Gilberto Teodoro Jr. nitong Miyerkules.

PANAY NEWS

‘VERY STRONG’ EL NINO: PAGASA warns of severe dry spell, urges early water
nservation
By: Ime Sornito

ILOILO City — llonggos are being urged to conserve water and prepare farms for potentially
severe dry conditions as a “very strong” El Nifio threatens to slash monthly rainfall by 60 percent
or more toward the end of 2026.

PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER

PH il | je-climate st by N |
By: Jordeene B. Lagare

GENEVA, Switzerland — The Philippines will unveil an integrated Trade-Climate Strategy by
November, outlining a framework to align domestic policies, boost trade competitiveness, and
ensure key sectors are regulatory-ready.

REUTERS

Did clima hange trigger Nepal’s glacier collapse?
By: Sharon Kits Kimathi

LONDON, Sept 17 (Reuters) - Today’s newsletter focuses on two scientific research papers that
link climate change to the catastrophic glacier collapse that flooded parts of Nepal and Tibet in
late August, killing around 1,400 people and leaving thousands still missing.

THE MANILA TIMES

French presidential hopeful Philippe pledges climate readiness

LES PONTS-DE-CE — French presidential candidate Edouard Philippe on Thursday said he
would help France better adapt to face climate change if he won, after the country's hottest
summer since 1900.
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'No doubt' of climate change role in deadly China-Nepal flood: scientists

NEPAL — Climate change was a core factor in last month's deadly glacial mountain collapse on
the China-Nepal border that killed more than 1,400 people and left at least 6,600 missing,
scientists said Thursday.

However, scientists from the World Weather Attribution (WWA) group said, the disaster was not
caused by a single extreme weather event, rather a "compound crisis" shaped by long-term
warming, glacier retreat, permafrost thaw and geological instability.

"Relentless warming has lifted the altitude of the freezing threshold on the high Himalaya,
exposing ice and permafrost deep in the bedrock to higher and longer thaw temperatures,
weakening mountain slopes," a WWA report said.

A massive section of rock and glacier broke away from Langtang Lirung mountain on August 26,
triggering a huge flood of water, ice and debris that swept downstream, destroying communities
and infrastructure.

Report co-author Walter Immerzeel, a mountain hydrologist at Utrecht University, said the region
was undergoing "fundamental, irreversible shifts", with glacier retreat and permafrost
degradation undermining mountain stability.

"We conclude that this was a geologically vulnerable slope, potentially weakened by the 2015
earthquake, but it was destabilized further by glacier retreat and permafrost fall," Immerzeel told

reporters.

Nepal, a largely rural nation of 30 million people, contributes a fraction of global greenhouse gas
emissions compared to industrialized nations.

The study found that July and August 2026 were the warmest months locally recorded, while
heavy snowfall in late 2025 contributed to increased meltwater before the collapse.

A magnitude 7.8 earthquake in Nepal in 2015 may have further weakened the slope, although
its precise role remains uncertain, the report said.

Last month's disaster has also raised concerns about the limits of adaptation.

Prime Minister Balendra Shah will take his first foreign trip as Nepal's leader to address the UN
General Assembly on the urgent issue next week.

Nepal estimates the reconstruction bill after deadly floods sparked by a glacial mountain
collapse last month will amount to $4.78 billion.


https://www.abs-cbn.com/news/world/2026/9/17/-no-doubt-of-climate-change-role-in-deadly-china-nepal-flood-scientists-0924

"There is no doubt that climate change is one of the drivers, and therefore obviously it needs to
be discussed in the context of loss and damage," Friederike Otto, a professor of climate science
at Imperial College London, told reporters.

Nepal's disaster authority said Wednesday it had sharply revised up the number of people
considered missing to 6,150, following data collection and verification in affected districts.

The number of bodies retrieved stands at 1,403 bodies, 105 of which had been identified,
according to the disaster agency.

In China, the toll is 43 dead and 519 missing, according to state media.

The combined toll from both nations now stands at 1,446 people dead and at least 6,669
missing.



Marcos wants new class suspension announcement system — Palace
By: Katrina Domingo

MANILA — President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. is urging several agencies to come up with a new
class suspension announcement scheme to better inform parents and students about the
postponement of classes during inclement weather, Malacafiang said on Thursday, a day after
the Chief Executive convened several Cabinet members in the Palace.

The President wants a new class suspension system because of rapidly changing weather
patterns, Communications Undersecretary Claire Castro said.

“Kailangan pa aralin para hindi magkaroon ng miscommunication ang mga magulang at bata
kung kailan papasok o hindi,” she said in a press conference.

“Ang proposal po kasi is sana magmumula sa local government. Kailangan magkaroon ng
pagtutugma para hindi magkakagulo kung ia-announce ng mayor, governor o DepEd,” she said.

“Pinapamadali po ito ng Pangulo,” she said.
The Second Congressional Commission on Education earlier found that in School Year
2025-2026, “a typical public elementary school lost approximately 20 teaching days to

hazard-related suspensions” or “roughly one in every ten days in the official school calendar.”

This “translates to approximately 1.4 days of reading progress lost for every day classes are
suspended,” the panel said


https://www.abs-cbn.com/news/nation/2026/9/17/marcos-wants-new-class-suspension-announcement-system-palace-1419
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Nepal to use new flood study to claim millions from UN climate disaster fund
By: Koh Ewe and Navin Singh Khadka

Nepal plans to use a new study linking climate change to the deadly floods last month as the
basis of a financial request from a United Nations fund.

The BBC understands that Nepal hopes to claim around $20m (£15m) from the UN Fund for
Responding to Loss and Damage, which helps countries affected by climate change.

Around 1,400 people have died in the disaster while 6,150 people remain missing in Nepal as of
Wednesday, according official data.

The study by research group World Weather Attribution, published on Thursday, says climate
change was a likely contributing factor in the avalanche of rock and ice that unleashed
devastating floods on the Nepal-Tibet border last month.

There was "absolutely no doubt that human-induced climate change played a role here in the
preconditioning of the disaster", said Dr Friederike Otto, an Imperial College London
climatologist who co-authored the study.

Massive floods and landslides swept through border towns and villages in Nepal and Tibet,
wiping out thousands of houses, destroying energy infrastructure and leaving thousands dead
or missing.

Scientists say the floods were caused by a collapse of rock wall and glacier ice near the peak of
Langtang Lirung, a mountain on Nepal's side of the Himalayas.

The study said the disaster was the result of a "compound event" caused by rising
temperatures, thinning glaciers, thawing permafrost and pre-existing geological weaknesses

According to the study, July and August temperatures in the area were around 1.5C (2.7F)
warmer "due to human influence on the climate".

Meanwhile, glaciers in the region had also been thinning by about half a metre (1.6ft) a year,
which could weaken existing fractures and increase instability.

Heavy snowfall last October and November also added to a large amount of meltwater early this
year.

Climate change, while not the only cause of the disaster, was a "destabilising factor acting on a
pre-existing geological predisposition”, the study said.


https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cmlyrzve5pwzo

In the wake of the floods, Nepal's leaders have said the country needs around $5bn (£3.7bn) to
rebuild itself.

The UN Fund for Responding to Loss and Damage, which came into operation last year,
requires countries to submit evidence proving that the losses they faced were caused by climate
change.

Nepali officials had been preparing satellite and drone images, as well as preliminary reports, to
back up its request to the fund.

But the World Weather Attribution report is now the strongest evidence for their claim that
climate change was a significant factor in the collapse of rock and ice at Langtang Lirung,
authorities say.

The report "will be the main basis of our claim as it has detailed what role climate has played in
this disaster," said Maheshwar Dhakal, spokesperson for Nepal's Ministry of Agriculture, Forest
and Environment.

Nepali authorities have called for global efforts to tackle climate change, saying the country is
one of the lowest contributors to greenhouse emissions yet one of the most vulnerable places to
the effects of global warming.

In his first foreign trip as Nepali Prime Minister, Balendra Shah is set to appear at United
Nations General Assembly in New York next week to talk about the recent disaster and climate
justice.

"Nepal has repeatedly used the term 'compensation' to describe much-needed recovery funds,"
said Danya Liu, a climate adaptation specialist at BloombergNEF.

"The distinction points toward a polluter-pays model, rather than one in which affected countries
shoulder most of the cost and rely on aid to fill the gaps."

But it remains to be seen if Nepal will be able to secure the funds it urgently needs for
reconstruction efforts along its flood-hit border - and how quickly it can do so.

Nearly 120 countries have already submitted claims to the UN Fund for Responding to Loss and
Damage, with requests totalling at nearly $3bn (£2.2bn).

But the fund reportedly has just less than $400m (£300m) allotted for disbursement.
Nepalese officials have said that while they have garnered wider support from some countries to

disburse funds to Nepal rapidly, other countries have stressed the need to follow rules and
procedures.



Officials responsible for the UN fund are scheduled to meet in December to decide which
requests would be accepted - and whether it would make an urgent decision for Nepal.

According to the World Weather Attribution study, a magnitude 7.8 earthquake that struck Nepal
in 2015 and triggered a rock-ice avalanche could have also weakened the underlying rock mass
- though it said it could not confirm the earthquake's precise impact on the recent disaster.

The study has not been published in a peer-reviewed journal. According to the World Weather
Attribution website, its studies all use the same peer-reviewed method in analysing extreme
weather events.

Its findings build on what other experts had suggested in the immediate aftermath of the
disaster.

Some had previously told the BBC that rising temperatures in the Himalayas was a likely factor
in the rock-ice avalanche.

Dr Simon Cook, a glacier expert with the University of Dundee, told the BBC last month that
while it was hard to attribute any single event to climate change, "climate warming ultimately
destabilises these high mountain environments".

Cook also told the BBC on Thursday that the World Weather Attribution report was a "very
worthwhile study" about the underlying causes of the recent disaster.

And while it provides "some strong evidence that climate change was a key factor”, he said "we
are not yet at a point of being able to say exactly how this happened".

"There remains much to learn about the processes involved... and what we can do to monitor
these high-mountain regions to provide early warnings of such events in the future."



CEBU DAILY NEWS

Cebu to see rains. thunderstorms until end of week due to ITCZ, LPA
By: Airam Limatog

LAPU-LAPU CITY, Cebu — Cebuanos can expect cloudy skies with scattered rain showers and
thunderstorms on Thursday, September 17, due to the Intertropical Convergence Zone (ITCZ)
and a low-pressure area (LPA).

These weather conditions may persist until Friday, with fairer weather expected to return over
the weekend, Visayas Pagasa Regional Services Division (PRSD) weather specialist Jnomer
Eclarino told CDN Digital.

These weather conditions may persist until Friday, with fairer weather expected to return over
the weekend, Visayas Pagasa Regional Services Division (PRSD) weather specialist Jhomer
Eclarino told CDN Digital.

ITCZ, LPA affect Visayas

The ITCZ, a low-pressure belt near the equator where trade winds from the Northern and
Southern Hemispheres converge, is affecting the Visayas and other parts of the country.

Pagasa is also monitoring an LPA embedded along the ITCZ, unlikely to develop into a tropical
cyclone within the next 24 hours.

The weather bureau said the LPA was expected to move westward and might cross Palawan as
it continues to interact with the ITCZ.

The combined effects of the ITCZ and LPA are expected to bring cloudy skies with scattered
rains and thunderstorms over the following areas on Thursday:

* Visayas

* MIMAROPA

* Bicol Region

* Zamboanga Peninsula
* BARMM

* Northern Mindanao

* Caraga
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* Batangas

* Quezon

* Davao del Norte
* Davao de Oro

* Davao Oriental

Pagasa said moderate to at times heavy rains may trigger flash floods or landslides in affected
areas.

Weather in other areas
The rest of Mindanao is expected to have partly cloudy to cloudy skies with isolated rain

showers or thunderstorms due to the ITCZ.

Metro Manila and the rest of Luzon will experience generally fair weather with isolated rain
showers or thunderstorms caused by localized thunderstorms.

Pagasa has not raised any gale warning across the country’s seaboards as of Thursday
morning.
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GMA NEWS

Big-time oil price hike of up to P11 for diesel, P5 for gas set for next week

Another big-time oil price hike is foreseen in the following week due to the Middle East fuel
crisis, with diesel prices possibly surging by P11 per liter and gas prices increasing by as high
as P5 per liter.

In a 24 Oras report from Bernadette Reyes on Thursday, diesel and gas prices have gone up by
P10/L in the past two weeks.

Next week, another big-time oil price hike will take place. According to oil industry sources,
diesel could hike up prices from P10.50 to P11 per liter.

Meanwhile, gasoline prices could increase from P4.5 to P5 per liter.
Motorists lamented the high fuel prices and its effects on their livelihood.

“Baka hindi na siguro kami bumiyahe dahil wala rin kaming kikitain, para na kaming naglalaro sa
kalsada,” said TNVS driver Randy Mancio.

(We may not be able to go out because we will not make any money, it is like we are playing in
the streets.)

The Department of Energy (DOE) said that the oil price hike is due to the continued crisis in the
Middle East.

Energy Secretary Sharon Garin said that it does not appear that the conflict will end soon.

The law states that Dubai crude oil should average $80 per barrel within one hour before the
suspension of the excise tax. The DOE said that from August 13 to September 11, the DOE said
that oil has surpassed $100 per barrel.

The power to suspend the excise tax is with the President. However, the Palace said that there

is no decision yet if and when the excise tax will be suspended. —Jean Mangaluz/RF, GMA
News
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MANILA BULLETIN

Climate change made deadly Nepal glacier and rock collapse more likely, according to
analysis

BENGALURU, India (AP) — Human-caused global warming thinned glaciers and thawed
mountain permafrost, likely helping to destabilize the Himalayan slope that collapsed last month
and unleashed catastrophic flooding across Nepal, according to a report released Thursday.

The report by the World Weather Attribution cautioned that climate change was not the sole
cause of the Aug. 26 disaster. A large 2015 Nepal earthquake may have weakened the rock
years before the collapse, their analysis found.

“This disaster was not an extreme weather event, but the fingerprints of climate change are still
clear to see in long-term changes,” said Ben Clarke, a climate researcher at Imperial College
London who worked on the analysis, in a press statement.

More than 1,300 people were killed and over 5,000 remain missing after a massive section of
rock and overlying glacier collapsed near Nepal’'s border with China. The resulting torrent of
water, ice, boulders and sediment swept through communities along the Trishuli River corridor
and caused billions of dollars in damage.

Climate scientists said that across the Himalayas rising temperatures are causing glaciers to
retreat and thawing permanently frozen ground that helps bind fractured mountain rock together.
That means climate change can alter not only weather hazards such as heat and heavy rain,
but the stability of the mountains themselves — threatening communities concentrated in
narrow river valleys below.

The analysis did not determine whether the collapse would have happened without climate
change, caused mainly by the release of greenhouse gases when fuels like oil, gas and coal are
burned. However, researchers concluded that warming intensified several processes that made
the slope less stable over decades.

Global warming weakens high mountain slopes

The report found that one of the clearest changes directly linked to climate change was the
rising elevation of the freezing threshold.

The report found that warming had pushed the altitude at which ground remains consistently
frozen upward by roughly 100 meters (328 feet) per decade. This exposes rock at increasingly
high elevations to longer periods above freezing, thawing permafrost and causing cracks within
the ice, ultimately weakening the rock face under the ice.
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Jakob Steiner, a geoscientist at the University of Graz who has worked in the Himalayan region
since 2006 but is not an author of Thursday's report, said monitoring instruments around 5,000
meters (16,404 feet) now show that some rock and ground no longer remain frozen throughout
the year.

“This means that the ground that was sitting below ice for hundreds and thousands of years is
now becoming exposed,” said Steiner.

The report found that glacier retreat was another destabilizing force.

Glaciers in the region have been losing mass for decades at a rate equivalent to more than half
a meter (about 1.6 feet) of thinning each year, the report found. The Langtang Lirung glacier,
located in the region where the disaster occurred last month, has retreated about half a
kilometer (0.3 miles) since the 1990s, exposing rock once covered by ice.

The Himalayan region contains the largest volume of snow and ice outside the polar regions.
More than 63,000 glaciers in the area feed at least 10 major Asian river systems and support
the food, water, energy and livelihood security of billions of people. However, various studies
have found that around 78% of the glacier area, located between 4,500 and 6,000 meters
(14,763 to 19,685 feet) above sea level, is highly exposed to warming. United Nations reports
have found that between 2000 and 2019, glaciers lost 267 billion tons of ice per year, roughly
equivalent to the mass of 46,500 Great Pyramids of Giza.

As glaciers shrink, they can remove pressure that helped support adjoining rock walls, while
producing additional meltwater.

The weeks before the Aug. 26 collapse were also unusually warm. July and August 2026 were
the warmest such months recorded locally, according to the analysis.

“Other than the potential geological factors like earthquakes that are weakening the bedrock, all
these other factors are made worse by human-induced climate change,” said Friederike Otto,
climate scientist at Imperial College London and one of the report's authors.

Disaster exposes limits of adaptation

The report said the catastrophe also demonstrates how some climate-related risks in the world’s
highest mountains may exceed the protection that early warning systems and other adaptation
measures can provide.

Nepal has developed disaster risk reduction plans and warning systems, but researchers said
the size and speed of the collapse overwhelmed those defenses. Unlike a flood caused by
rainfall, which can sometimes be forecast hours or days ahead, catastrophic slope failures in
remote high mountains can occur suddenly and remain extremely difficult to predict.
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Otto, the climate scientist, said that the mountain ecosystem and societies are more vulnerable
to climate impacts than those living in the plains. “Small changes in temperatures affect the
stability of the land itself,” she said.

Better high-altitude monitoring, earth observation and warning systems could reduce some
risks, the report said. But researchers warned there are limits to adaptation in Himalayan valleys
where settlements, roads, hydropower projects and other infrastructure are concentrated along
rivers.

Since glaciers and permafrost respond to temperature changes over decades, some mountain
destabilization caused by warming has already been set in motion, said the report.

“The most important thing to minimize the risk in this region is to rapidly stop using fossil fuels
that lead to increasing global temperatures," said Otto. “All these drivers that we've talked
about, permafrost melting, glacial melting, etc., will just become worse. And that means that
events like this become more frequent.”
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PALAWAN NEWS

Coron, Busuanga educators trained on environmental sustainability
By: Emman Magpusao

Educators from Coron and Busuanga completed a three-day training on environmental
sustainability and biodiversity conservation aimed at helping schools incorporate environmental
education into classroom and community activities.

The capacity-building program was conducted by the Palawan Council for Sustainable
Development Staff-ECAN Education and Extension Division (PCSDS-EEED) from September 8
to 10, 2026.

The training introduced participants to Education for Sustainable Development (ESD), with
discussions covering the Palawan Biosphere Reserve and the Strategic Environmental Plan
(SEP) for Palawan.

A key focus was the “ridge-to-reef” approach, which looks at the connections between terrestrial
and marine ecosystems, from forests and wildlife habitats to coastal and ocean environments.

Participants also discussed wildlife conservation and the role of communities in protecting
Palawan’s natural resources, with emphasis on how schools can engage students and other
stakeholders in environmental action.

The training included field activities at Siete Pecados Marine Park, an ECAN learning site in
Coron where conservation efforts are supported by the local Indigenous community, coastal
guardians and other stakeholders.

The visit allowed educators to observe community-based approaches to protecting marine and
coastal resources and learn how local participation contributes to conservation.

The participants also visited Coron Natural Farms, an ECAN learning site for Conservation
Agriculture for Organic Agriculture (CA40A).

There, they were introduced to organic and integrated farming practices, including concepts
related to a circular agriculture economy.

Through lectures, hands-on activities, community immersion and discussions, the program
provided educators with approaches they can use to integrate sustainability concepts into
teaching and learning.

The training concluded with participants reflecting on their role in promoting environmental

practices in their schools and helping students develop greater awareness and responsibility as
environmental stewards.
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Teodoro: China walang karapatang magdikta sa BRP Sierra Madre
By: Jan Elmer Badilla

Walang karapatan ang China na hilingin o diktahan ang Pilipinas na alisin ang BRP Sierra
Madre (LS-57) sa Ayungin Shoal sa West Philippine Sea, ayon kay Department of National
Defense (DND) Secretary Gilberto Teodoro Jr. nitong Miyerkules.

“They have no right to say that. So, it is beyond their jurisdiction and beyond any form of
intervention under international law,” ani Teodoro sa isang press briefing sa ikalawang araw ng
ASEAN Ministerial Conference on Disaster Resilience sa Pasay City.

Tinanong si Teodoro tungkol sa mga panibagong panawagan ng China na alisin ang BRP Sierra
Madre sa Ayungin Shoal, kasabay ng paratang nitong nagsasagawa ang Pilipinas ng
malakihang repair at reinforcement sa barko upang gawing permanente ang pag-okupa sa
shoal.

Sinabi ni Teodoro na hindi siya nahihikayat na bigyan ng malaking halaga ang naturang naratibo
ng China.

“As the DFA (Department of Foreign Affairs) has repeatedly said, and their narrative of whatever
sha-sha-sha and tau-tau-tau, which the world doesn’t recognize, together with their nine-dash
line, is something that we should not even give importance to,” ani Teodoro.

Sa halip, sinabi niyang dapat ipagpatuloy ng Pilipinas ang paggamit ng mga karapatang
kinikilala sa ilalim ng United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS) at
international law.

“We should continue to do whatever UNCLOS (United Nations Convention on the Law of the
Sea) and international law gives us within our respective areas of sovereign rights or

jurisdiction,” dagdag niya.

Sinabi rin ni Teodoro na hindi maaaring gamitin ng China ang mga hakbang na taliwas sa
UNCLOS habang hindi kinikilala ang mga probisyon nito.
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PANAY NEWS

‘VERY STRONG’ EL NINO: PAGASA warns of severe dry spell, urges early water
conservation
By: Ime Sornito

ILOILO City — llonggos are being urged to conserve water and prepare farms for potentially
severe dry conditions as a “very strong” El Nifio threatens to slash monthly rainfall by 60 percent
or more toward the end of 2026.

The Philippine Atmospheric, Geophysical and Astronomical Services Administration (PAGASA)
warned that El Nifio could intensify to a “very strong” state during the latter part of the year,
particularly with the onset of the Northeast Monsoon or Amihan season in November and
December.

The weather phenomenon could persist into the first quarter of 2027, bringing “way below
normal rainfall” and increasing the risk of drought and dry conditions in affected areas.

El Nifio is a climate phenomenon characterized by the unusual warming of surface waters in the
central and eastern equatorial Pacific Ocean.

In the Philippines, it is commonly associated with reduced rainfall, prolonged dry spells and
drought in some areas, potentially affecting water supplies, agriculture and other sectors
dependent on rainfall.

PAGASA lloilo weather forecaster Leonor Silvestre said a moderate to strong El Nifio is already
being experienced, although its effects are being masked by the prevailing rainy season.

“Nasa moderate to strong El Nifio na kita and by end of this year or sini nga tuig ay possible nga
nasa very strong na ang El Nifio. Pero indi gid naton mabatyagan nga El Nifio nga mainit kay sa
subong abi nasa rainy season pa man kita eh. So, maka-eksperensya kita sang drought or dry
condition sa possible mag-end sang aton tuig or nasa dry condition,” Silvestre told Panay News.

With the threat expected to intensify toward yearend, Silvestre urged households to start
conserving water instead of waiting for supplies to become strained.

She also encouraged the public to store water, if possible, in preparation for prolonged dry
conditions.

Farmers, meanwhile, were advised to adjust their crops and planting activities to anticipated
weather conditions to minimize possible damage to their livelihoods.

“‘Make sure lang nga mag-conserve sang tubig then ang ila pananum i-angkop sa weather
condition naton,” Silvestre said.
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Her warning echoed that of PAGASA Administrator Nathaniel Servando, who said most parts of
the Philippines could experience way below normal rainfall as El Nifio strengthens.

“This means 60 percent or more reduction of average rainfall in a month,” Servando said.
PAGASA said a moderate to strong El Nifio is currently present in the Tropical Pacific and is
forecast to continue until the first half of 2027, possibly reaching a very strong state before the

end of this year.

For September, below normal rainfall is expected over most of Northern Luzon, while the rest of
the country will generally experience near normal rainfall.

By October, below normal rainfall is forecast over Luzon, the Visayas and Caraga, while near
normal rainfall is expected over the rest of Mindanao.

Conditions are projected to deteriorate further in November, when way below normal to below
normal rainfall is expected across the country, although some areas of Mindanao may receive

near normal rainfall.

In December, PAGASA forecasts above normal rainfall over most of Luzon and Western
Visayas, while below normal rainfall will likely prevail over most of the Visayas and Mindanao.

Servando explained that even above normal rainfall forecasts should be viewed in the context of
the normally low rainfall during the period.

“‘Normal rainfall in December is relatively low, and this might be due to the shearline or the
northeast monsoon,” he said.

By January 2027, way below normal to below normal rainfall is expected across the Philippines,
except in some parts of Mindanao where near normal rainfall may occur.

The entire country is projected to experience way below normal to below normal rainfall in
February.

“The peak of El Nifio will be from October to December, but impacts may vary depending on
locations and the severity,” Servando added./PN
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PH to unveil integrated trade-climate strateqy by November
By: Jordeene B. Lagare

GENEVA, Switzerland — The Philippines will unveil an integrated Trade-Climate Strategy by
November, outlining a framework to align domestic policies, boost trade competitiveness, and
ensure key sectors are regulatory-ready.

The Philippine Mission to the World Trade Organization (WTQO) told the Inquirer that it will launch
the integrated Trade-Climate Strategy at the United Nations Climate Change Conference in
Turkey this November.

“The collaboration between the public and private sectors improves because the government
cannot handle everything alone, and the private sector needs the government’s support for new
developments,” said Ambassador Manuel Antonio Teehankee, Permanent Representative of the
Philippines to the WTO.

Teehankee said the coordinated policy framework, which has been in the works for two years,
does not intend to propose an agenda from a single sector.

“‘Most governments are now evolving interagency, whole-of-government coordination
approaches. They recognize that teamwork leads to better results, rather than allowing one
department to prioritize differently from another,” the envoy said on the sidelines of the WTO
Public Forum.

The coordinated policy framework focuses on priority value chains such as energy, agriculture
and fisheries, electronics, and services and creative industries.

Teehankee said the strategy emphasizes stronger public-private partnerships and
interdepartmental coordination. It covers finance, government regulation, domestic trade
incentives, regulations and policies.

“Part of what | think the strategy wants to do is to look at providing us sort of that regulatory
readiness, not just improving our regulatory environment domestically, but positioning our
companies so that they’re ready to export into key markets,” said Gabriel Bautista, Deputy
Permanent Representative of the Philippines to the WTO.

Teehankee highlighted the strategy’s main findings, stating that the Philippines is well-positioned
for global growth in certification procedures, which creates further opportunities for the service
sector.

Bautista said the integrated Trade-Climate Strategy is undergoing review after receiving

comments and feedback from agencies and stakeholders.
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Philippine government officials announced that they will launch the strategy abroad and
implement it locally in coordination with partner agencies, including the Department of
Environment and Natural Resources, the Department of Energy, and the Department of Trade

and Industry.
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Did climate change trigger Nepal’s glacier collapse?
By: Sharon Kits Kimathi

LONDON, Sept 17 (Reuters) - Today’s newsletter focuses on two scientific research papers that
link climate change to the catastrophic glacier collapse that flooded parts of Nepal and Tibet in
late August, killing around 1,400 people and leaving thousands still missing.

The first piece of fresh scientific research shows how rapidly warming temperatures in the
region have caused glaciers to thin and have melted ice and permafrost buried deep in the
bedrock of the Himalayas, according to the World Weather Attribution group of researchers.

The other new research, based on satellite data going back to the 1970s, has documented how
major polar ice losses in Greenland and Antarctica — home to Earth's two great ice sheets —
have contributed to rising global sea levels.

Scientists said that the findings offer fresh evidence of the effects of human-caused global
climate change.

Human-caused climate change and Nepal

While it is difficult to ascertain the precise role played by climate change in the collapse of
around 2 sq km (0.8 sq miles) of rock wall and glacier ice on the Langtang Lirung mountain last
month, soaring temperatures created the preconditions that made it more likely, researchers
involved in the WWA study said.

WWA uses peer-reviewed methods to assess the role played by global warming in extreme
weather events, according to its website.

"There's absolutely no doubt that human-induced climate change played a role here in the
preconditioning of the disaster through permafrost thawing, through thinning of the glaciers,
through having more rainfall instead of snow," said Friederike Otto, a climatologist at Imperial
College London.

The study said mean temperatures were around 5 degrees Celsius (9 degrees Fahrenheit)
higher than normal in the Himalayan region in August, with 1.5 C of the increase coming from
climate change.

Glaciers in the region have been thinning by about half a metre per year (about 1.6 feet) since
the year 2000, changing stresses on the rock. Melting permafrost is also likely to have

weakened the rock wall, the study said.

The most complete account to date of ice loss
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Speaking of glaciers, Greenland and Antarctica lost a combined 11.3 trillion tons of ice between
1979 and 2023, adding 1.24 inches (3.14 cm) to the worldwide sea-level rise, according to data
from 27 satellite missions.

The study, employing the longest satellite data record of changes in ice sheets ever gathered to
give the most complete account to date of ice loss in Greenland and Antarctica, was conducted
by the Ice Sheet Mass Balance Inter-comparison Exercise team, an international group of polar
scientists.

"To put this very large number into context, 11.3 trillion tons of ice is enough ice to fill in a cube
that would be 23 kilometers (14.3 miles) in height," said climate scientist Inés Otosaka of
Northumbria University in England, lead author of the study published on Wednesday in the
journal Scientific Data.

Of the ice loss documented in the study, about 60% came from Greenland and 40% from
Antarctica, even though Greenland is about one-eighth the size of Antarctica.
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French presidential hopeful Philippe pledges climate readiness

LES PONTS-DE-CE — French presidential candidate Edouard Philippe on Thursday said he
would help France better adapt to face climate change if he won, after the country's hottest
summer since 1900.

With seven months to go before the vote, contenders are seeking to address environmental
concerns after a series of heatwaves this summer caused drought, wildfires and almost 8,000
excess deaths.

"We will not choose the climate of 2050," said the centrist, who has been lagging in the polls
behind his far-right rival Marine Le Pen in the race to replace President Emmanuel Macron next

year.

"But we can choose the France that will face it. We can decide to be ready," said the former
prime minister as he campaigned in the western town of Les Ponts-de-Ce.

Philippe promised to earmark two billion euros ($2.3 billion) to adapt to rising temperatures.

Europe has been gripped by successive heatwaves and a major drought this year, which
scientists have blamed on human-caused climate change.

In France, the soaring temperatures left riverbeds dry and fueled forest blazes, while leaving
hospitals and schools without air conditioning struggling to cope.

If he won, Philippe said he wanted to ensure during his first term as president that France
produced its own "French Canadair" firefighting airplane, "so that we no longer have to wait,
when France is burning, for some other country to be willing to sell us planes to put out the fire".

- Le Pen recognizes 'consequences' -

He spoke after his far-right rival earlier in the day visited people in a village near the winemaking
capital of Bordeaux who in July lost their homes in the country's largest blaze since 1949.

In the southwestern village of Le Porge, Le Pen said the priority was compensation to people
who had been affected by the fires.

"We need to recognize that this global warming has consequences for economic activity and for
climate events," she said.

It "requires us to establish processes that allow us to be as resilient as possible -- perhaps by
choosing crops that are as resilient as possible", she said.
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As criticism rose this summer that Macron's government had not prepared for the heat enough,
Le Pen advocated for cooling units for all.

A poll of more than 13,000 voters this weekend projected that Le Pen would win the first round
of next year's presidential election.

It said Philippe could face Le Pen in the run-off, but only if his centrist rival Gabriel Attal steps
down.

If Attal remains in the race, Le Pen would face hard-left candidate Jean-Luc Melenchon in the
second round instead, it suggested.

=END=
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