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BUSINESS MIRROR 
 
AI, CLIMATE, INEQUALITY: With his tenure ending this year, UN chief António Guterres 
points to cooperation as the way forward amid deepening global divides  
 
UNITED NATIONS—The world is deeply divided and the UN’s most powerful body is paralyzed 
when it comes to ending conflicts. But there’s a way forward. So says the United Nations’ top 
official. 
 
DAILY DEMOCRAT 
 
The high cost of climate change on worker productivity 
By: Kat Kerlin 
 
As the climate warms, people are more exposed to heat stress, which depresses their 
productivity and the global economy. A study from the UC Davis quantifies the cost of heat 
stress on global labor. 
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MANILA BULLETIN 
 
Nepal's flood disaster and the impact of climate change loom large in the icy shadow of 
Mont Blanc 
 
CHAMONIX-MONT-BLANC, France (AP) — For centuries, French and Italian mountain 
communities on the flanks of Western Europe's highest peak have gazed upon seemingly 
eternal glaciers and snow that gave the colossus its name: Mont Blanc, the white mountain. 
 
PTV 
 
PH now 71st member of India-led disaster resilience coalition 
By: Dean Aubrey Caratiquet 
 
Kicking off his visit to India from Sept. 12-13, President Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr. met with 
Coalition for Disaster Resilient Infrastructure (CDRI) officials at the Taj Mahal Hotel in New 
Delhi, India. 
 
SUN STAR 
 
Climate Action: From Awareness to Community Change 
 
Climate change is affecting communities in ways that demand greater awareness and action. 
 
THE KOREA TIMES 
 
Korea's aquaculture takes full blow of climate change 
 
Soaring sea temperatures during record heat wave leave fish farms reeling from mounting 
losses 
 
THE MANILA TIMES 
 
Stop blaming climate change 
By: Felino “Jun” Palafox Jr. 
 
TOWARD the end of August, President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. conducted an aerial inspection of 
flood-affected towns in Bulacan and Pampanga. While facing the media, he cited climate 
change as the cause of unprecedented rainfall, which overwhelmed the local flood-control 
systems. 
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PH’s new climate plan faces a 1.5 C threshold risk 
By: Ludwig Federigan 
 
GLOBAL warming is on course to exceed 1.5 degrees Celsius above preindustrial levels, 
according to the United Nations Environment Program (UNEP). The threshold is not a single 
point beyond which climate action becomes meaningless, but crossing it would increase the 
risks of irreversible damage, extreme weather and ecosystem loss. For a country exposed to 
stronger typhoons, sea-level rise, droughts and extreme heat, the warning carries particular 
weight. 
 

CCC IN THE NEWS: 
 

DAILY GUARDIAN 
 
CCC calls for climate-ready coasts during MANA Mo 
 
MANILA — The Climate Change Commission (CCC) underscored the need to protect marine 
and coastal ecosystems and strengthen the resilience of coastal communities as the country 
observes Maritime and Archipelagic Nation Awareness Month, or MANA Mo, this September. 
 
Philippines pushes faster climate adaptation at UN forum 
 
BAKU, Azerbaijan — The Philippines, through its membership in the United Nations Framework 
Convention on Climate Change Adaptation Committee, helped frame global discussions on 
accelerating climate adaptation by presenting emerging findings on countries’ actions and 
highlighting the need to move from planning toward measurable results. 
 
THE MANILA TIMES  
 
Vice govs told to help LGUs craft climate budget plans 
By: Allen Limos 
 
THE Climate Change Commission (CCC) has trained vice governors to help local government 
units (LGUs) craft efficient proposals for the government’s climate financing program. 
 

Information and Knowledge Management Division 
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BUSINESS MIRROR 
 
AI, CLIMATE, INEQUALITY: With his tenure ending this year, UN chief António Guterres 
points to cooperation as the way forward amid deepening global divides  
 
UNITED NATIONS—The world is deeply divided and the UN’s most powerful body is paralyzed 
when it comes to ending conflicts. But there’s a way forward. So says the United Nations’ top 
official. 
 
On his way out of office at year’s end after nearly a decade, UN Secretary-General António 
Guterres — known for doom-and-gloom speeches about the state of the planet — said 
Thursday he finds hope and possibility in the coming years. But that, he says, is only if the 
world’s governments can finally cooperate on curtailing conflict, upending inequality and 
grappling with the arriving juggernaut of artificial intelligence. 
 
“I believe in a number of fundamental things that need to be done, and need to happen for the 
world to be better — and I’m determined to fight to make those things happen,” Guterres told 
The Associated Press in a sit-down interview four days before world leaders convene for their 
annual meeting at the UN General Assembly. 
 
His message to leaders and ministers from the UN’s 193 member nations coming to UN 
headquarters was no-nonsense: You need to very seriously analyze the fact that the world is 
facing at least three existential problems—runaway artificial intelligence, galloping climate 
change, and escalating inequality that is becoming a serious driver of instability and conflict. 
 
Guterres also warned that the “huge geopolitical divide” and paralysis in the Security Council 
have created an environment of impunity with powerful countries flouting international law and 
the U.N. Charter. The invasion of Ukraine by Russia and the attacks on Iran by the United 
States, both veto-wielding council members, are examples. 
 
“Many countries say, ‘If superpowers can violate the law, why can’t we?’” the secretary-general 
said. “And so what we are seeing around the world is more and more situations in which 
countries simply do not care. They do whatever they want, knowing that there will be total 
impunity.” 
 
Behavior by nations, he says, is adding fuel to the fire 
The violations and impunity have caused death and enormous destruction, he said, and the 
combination of the Russia-Ukraine conflict and the broader Middle East conflict are having “a 
dramatic impact” on the world economy. Food and energy prices are going up, interest rates are 
rising and developing countries face enormous difficulties in responding to the needs of their 
people. 
 
He expressed hope that these problems will force people to realize that the obstacles can’t be 
eliminated alone and require international cooperation. 

 
4 

https://businessmirror.com.ph/2026/09/20/ai-climate-inequality-with-his-tenure-ending-this-year-un-chief-antonio-guterres-points-to-cooperation-as-the-way-forward-amid-deepening-global-divides/
https://businessmirror.com.ph/2026/09/20/ai-climate-inequality-with-his-tenure-ending-this-year-un-chief-antonio-guterres-points-to-cooperation-as-the-way-forward-amid-deepening-global-divides/


 

 
That’s especially true, he said, with reforms of the institutions formed by the victorious World 
War II powers — the UN, especially the Security Council, and the major global financial 
institutions, the International Monetary Fund and World Bank. They must be overhauled to 
reflect the realities of the 21st century world where there are emerging economies and powers, 
he said, and their importance must be reflected in global institutions. 
 
As UN chief, the secretary-general has no army, no intelligence service and not much money. 
But, Guterres said, he has two powers — to speak out on global issues and to convene the 
world’s nations. 
 
Because of geopolitical divides, Guterres said the United Nations has “no leverage” on 
promoting peace in Ukraine and the Middle East. But he said he has been firm in defending the 
UN Charter and the territorial integrity of countries, and in condemning “horrible violations of 
human rights.” 
 
He condemned Hamas’ “intolerable” attack in southern Israel on Oct. 7, 2023, and he also 
condemned “the horrible situation that Israel has created in Gaza with levels of death and 
destruction that have no parallel in the history of the United Nations.” 
 
The United Nations is not “in a transactional approach to politics,” he stressed. It must be “a 
reference of values and principles for the whole world, because someone must affirm that the 
law of force cannot prevail over the force of law.” 
 
“That, of course, sometimes limits our capacity to negotiate an agreement because one of the 
sides is a clear violator that doesn’t like to listen to the truth. But that will never, never make us 
move away from what are the values in which a civilized society must be based,” the UN chief 
said. 
 
He says the AI revolution is sure to loom over this year’s UNGA leaders’ meeting. 
 
This year’s global gathering is also certain to spotlight the future of the U.N. and the threat of AI 
getting out of human control. 
 
Guterres has called for international cooperation and guardrails for AI, which he called “a 
universal problem.” To deal with the escalating problem, he said, countries developing AI at “a 
higher capacity” should exchange information, establish mechanisms for transparency, have 
some guardrails and “help create what ideally would be a multilateral mechanism to guarantee 
that risks can be avoided.” 
 
As for the United Nations., it has serious financial issues, largely due to the US failure to pay 
billions of dollars to its regular operating budget and the separate budget for the UN’s far-flung 
peacekeeping operations. But it has avoided a financial meltdown and is in the throes of major 
reforms, which the Trump administration has pressed for. 

 
5 



 

 
Even with less resources, Guterres said, the UN has been able to maintain its activities, “and I 
think we demonstrated that we have the best control of public expenditure in any organization of 
any country in the world.” 
 
Guterres has dealt with US President Donald Trump for nearly six of his 10 years at the helm of 
the UN, and he stressed the importance of the US-UN relationship, which he said has 
sometimes been difficult, sometimes easier. Now, he said, the UN is cooperating with the US on 
peace negotiations in the Western Sahara and other parts of the world. 
 
When he meets Trump on Tuesday, the opening day of the global gathering, Guterres said he 
plans to raise peace in Ukraine and the Middle East, “and I hope that these two objectives might 
be able to unite the efforts of not only the US and the UN but the whole of the international 
community.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
6 



 

DAILY DEMOCRAT 
 
The high cost of climate change on worker productivity 
By: Kat Kerlin 
 
As the climate warms, people are more exposed to heat stress, which depresses their 
productivity and the global economy. A study from the UC Davis quantifies the cost of heat 
stress on global labor. 
 
The study, published today in the journal Nature Climate Change, estimates that each ton of 
carbon dioxide emitted in 2025 cost $41 in lost productivity. 
 
Highly populated areas meeting critical thresholds for heat and humidity were particularly 
affected, the study found. This includes India, Nigeria, China and Pakistan, as well as countries 
in the Middle East and sub-Saharan Africa. 
 
“Our study contributes to the body of evidence about what the real costs of climate change are,” 
said lead author Frances Moore, a professor in the UC Davis Department of Environmental 
Science and Policy. “Based on these new numbers, labor is the second-largest contributor to the 
total social cost of carbon, just behind heat-related deaths.” 
 
The social cost of carbon and its value 
The social cost of carbon, or SC-CO2, is the quantifiable cost of one additional ton of CO2 
emissions. The measurement is highly relevant for policy decisions related to cost-benefit 
analyses, infrastructure planning, utility regulation and carbon taxes. 
 
The study lends strong support for a social cost of carbon value of $200, a value similar to that 
estimated by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency in 2023. Current federal guidance does 
not recognize the metric and discourages monetizing the impacts of greenhouse gas emissions 
in regulatory analysis. However, the study states “we can confidently rule out a SC-CO2 of zero 
or below.” 
 
“We’re getting better and better at evaluating climate damages,” Moore said. “We’re getting 
more confident in the social cost of carbon, and it is a metric that should be used. This number 
is ready to help inform good climate policy analysis.” 
 
Heat stress varies by region, job, A/C access 
To reach their findings, the authors combined projections from a heat stress metric called the 
“wet-bulb globe temperature” (WBGT) with job and region-specific estimates of work intensity 
and outdoor exposure across different economic sectors. WBGT captures the physical risks of 
hot temperatures by accounting for weather variables that influence the body’s ability to 
dissipate heat, including humidity and wind speed. 
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Exposure to heat stress by both indoor and outdoor workers varied across the globe depending 
on the local environment, strenuousness of the work and access to shade and air conditioning. 
 
Agricultural and construction laborers are far more exposed to heat than office or service 
workers because they often perform strenuous, outdoor work. However, indoor workers with 
minimal or no air conditioning also are at risk. For example, a dataset of residential air 
conditioning adoption in 33 countries showed A/C penetration rates ranging from 0% in South 
Sudan to 90% in Japan. 
 
In addition to air conditioning, more shade, water, breaks and shifting work to cooler hours of the 
day when possible can protect workers from heat stress. 
 
“Heat is very dangerous,” Moore said. “Employers and policymakers need to be treating it as the 
real health hazard that it is and thinking seriously about ways to mitigate those damages 
because we’re going to keep seeing more frequent, more intense heat extremes.” 
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MANILA BULLETIN 
 
Nepal's flood disaster and the impact of climate change loom large in the icy shadow of 
Mont Blanc 
 
CHAMONIX-MONT-BLANC, France (AP) — For centuries, French and Italian mountain 
communities on the flanks of Western Europe's highest peak have gazed upon seemingly 
eternal glaciers and snow that gave the colossus its name: Mont Blanc, the white mountain. 
 
But climate warming is dismantling the picture at alarming speed. 

Europe's record heat waves this summer savaged permafrost that for millennia has acted like 
glue on the Alpine landscape. Defrosting cliffs came apart as high-altitude cold gave way to 
higher temperatures, sending rock falls cascading from the heights. A famously dangerous 
rock-prone gully that climbers have long braved on ascents to the summit, 4,805 meters (15,766 
feet) up, became temporarily impassable. 
 
“We weep for our mountain, the way it's changing. It hits us in the gut,” said Stéphane Bozon, a 
deputy mayor in Chamonix-Mont-Blanc, a French town at the foot of the giant that straddles 
France's border with Italy. 
 
“From mid-July onward, we saw an increase in rock falls. We saw areas becoming difficult to 
access because of glacial retreat and snowmelt on the glaciers, with crevasses opening up and 
rock collapses making some areas difficult to reach or traverse,” he told The Associated Press. 
 
Each degree of warming can have an outsized impact. On the Aiguille du Midi peak, which rises 
to an altitude of 3,842 meters (12,605 feet) in the Mont Blanc range, average temperatures for 
July have soared. From a chilly 1.6 C (33.8 F) in 1994, the monthly average for this July was the 
warmest ever recorded, at 3.3 C (37.4 F), says Meteo France, the national weather service. 
 
“The mountain really dried out, with temperatures unlike any I had ever experienced,” Bozon 
said. 
 
The Himalayan flood disaster hits close to home in the Alps 
 
In the wake of devastating floods in the Himalayas, AP talked to researchers, climbers and 
residents coping with the risks and uncertainties of climate change on Mont Blanc. 
 
The Aug. 26 floods that swept through Nepal and China were triggered after a collapse of 
bedrock and glacier ice sent debris and water surging through multiple Himalayan rivers. Initial 
assessments of many scientists are that climate change played a key role in creating conditions 
for the catastrophe. 
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As Earth’s global average temperature rises because of the burning of oil, gas and coal, the 
chances of such disasters increase. 
 
In the Alps, glaciers once admired for their icy majesty are being eyed with trepidation as they 
shrink and lose stability. 
 
Bozon, who is in charge of safety for Chamonix, says his town urgently needs to prepare for 
“serious scenarios” of chunks of glacier or mountain potentially falling onto inhabited areas. 
 
“We have to move quite quickly because this summer has shaken us and year after year we’re 
being shaken by the glaciers’ retreat,” he said. 
 
In Italy, researchers are also documenting dramatic damage wrought by heat on glaciers this 
year. In Lombardy, Alpine glaciers have lost more than 40% of their surface area since 1991, 
according to the region's glacier service. 
 
“While it used to snow at high altitudes in the past, now it rains,” said Vanda Bonardo, head of 
the Italian branch of the International Commission for the Protection of the Alps, a 
nongovernmental organization. 
 
“So we’ve also seen the effects on the stability of the terrain,” she said. 
 
Rock falls in the Mont Blanc area have surged 
 
Permafrost that has held Alpine peaks in its icy grip for thousands of years acts as a cement, 
helping to hold their steep rock faces together. It took a beating from the succession of heat 
waves. 
 
“That doesn't mean that all the rock faces will collapse in the coming years or decades but quite 
a number of them are on the verge of becoming unstable and remain stable today only because 
of the presence of that ice. As the ice changes, we have seen a huge, huge number of rock falls 
and rock collapses this year,” said Ludovic Ravanel, a researcher at Savoie Mont Blanc 
University who specializes in climate change's impact on mountain snows, glaciers and frosts. 
 
A collapse is a major fall involving more than 100 cubic meters (3,531 cubic feet) of rock — 
more than enough to fill a large shipping container. Ravanel expects this year's tally of collapses 
in the Mont Blanc massif “will probably reach around 400.” He says that is about 10 times more 
than two decades ago. 
 
The last time things got close to this bad was the ’’catastrophic year″ of 2022, he said, with 
nearly 300 collapses. 
 
“This has really been one of the defining features of the summer of 2026,” he said. 
A Mont Blanc climbing guide juggles the risks 
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Chamonix-based mountain guide Stuart MacDonald says it shocks him to see how rapidly and 
extensively glaciers that hang from the flanks of the Mont Blanc massif are retreating. 
 
When he guides people up the peaks, he points them to “where the glacier was last year and 
this is where it was 10 years ago. And that usually has quite an effect.” 
 
Melting and the risk of rock falls made his job “pretty challenging” this summer and forced him to 
cancel plans to lead a group to Mont Blanc's summit last week. 
 
“You hear it before you see it and then you’ll turn round and you’ll just see an enormous 
cascade of rocks coming down a slope and it can be quite terrifying,” MacDonald said. 
 
“What’s most scary is that sometimes these rocks are falling on routes that we used to be 
climbing at this time of year,” he added. “It can be depressing sometimes when you look at 
something that you maybe climbed in July or August in the past and you see that it’s absolutely 
impossible to do it now.” 
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PTV 
 
PH now 71st member of India-led disaster resilience coalition 
By: Dean Aubrey Caratiquet 
 
Kicking off his visit to India from Sept. 12-13, President Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr. met with 
Coalition for Disaster Resilient Infrastructure (CDRI) officials at the Taj Mahal Hotel in New 
Delhi, India. 
 
This, as the Philippines officially joined the Coalition as its 71st member—the second Southeast 
Asian nation to do so after Vietnam. 
 
The country’s membership comes as a timely response to the growing effects of climate 
change, such as unpredictable weather patterns, heavier rainfall, and prolonged dry spells. 
 
Leveraging its alliances with partner nations, the Philippines is also poised to benefit from the 
experiences, technical expertise, and best practices of other CDRI members to build 
disaster-resilient infrastructure. 
 
Presidential Communications Office (PCO) Secretary Dave Gomez expounded, “Unang-una, 
tuturuan nila tayo—parang sharing ito ng experiences ng mga members ng coalition in dealing 
with disaster and how to be disaster-resilient. 
 
For example, how to build roads, bridges, ports na disaster-resilient. So, tutulungan nila tayo. 
Bibigyan nila tayo ng payo doon. “So, it’s a very big thing to be part of this Coalition.” 
 
CDRI Director-General Amit Prothi welcomed the Philippines’ membership, “I’m really looking 
forward to working with the Philippine institutions on disaster-resilient infrastructure, and I’m very 
happy that they’ve decided to join the coalition.” 
 
The CDRI is a voluntary and non-binding global partnership launched by India in 2019 to help 
countries strengthen their defenses against disasters and climate change. 
 
This initiative brings together governments, international organizations, financial institutions, the 
private sector, and academic institutions to share expertise and best practices, strengthen 
technical capabilities, and promote investments in resilient infrastructure. 
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SUN STAR 
 
Climate Action: From Awareness to Community Change 
 
Climate change is affecting communities in ways that demand greater awareness and action. 
 
Today, Beyond the Headlines sits down with Jovie Montajes, Founder of Light of Hope, Climate 
Reality Leader, and Western Union Fellow, to discuss climate advocacy, community action, and 
how individuals can help address environmental challenges. 
 
Tune in as we look deeper into the challenges of climate change and the actions communities 
can take. 
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THE KOREA TIMES 
 
Korea's aquaculture takes full blow of climate change 
 
Soaring sea temperatures during record heat wave leave fish farms reeling from mounting 
losses 
 
A putrid stench blanketed the area as about a dozen fishing boats docked one by one at Dara 
Port in Sanyang-eup, Tongyeong, South Gyeongsang Province. 
 
Every deck was piled high with dead fish. Most were cold-water species, such as Korean 
rockfish and grey mullet, but there were also considerable numbers of warm-water fish, 
including filefish. 
 
Groups of three or four men boarded the boats and shoveled the carcasses into an excavator 
bucket to be hauled ashore. Despite their nonstop work, it took more than half an hour to empty 
a single boat of dead fish. 
 
“This is the sixth boatload of dead fish from our farm alone today. More than 30 percent of the 
fish at our one-hectare cage farm have died, and we’ve already lost more than 500 million won 
($371,500),” said one fish farmer with resignation as he watched the carcasses being unloaded. 
 
“I’ve been farming fish for 38 years, but with sea temperatures rising each year and losses 
snowballing like this, I don’t know how we’re going to hold on.” 
 
13.53 million fish dead due to rising sea temperatures 
 
Soaring sea temperatures during this year’s record heat wave have left fish farms reeling from 
mounting losses. High water temperature alerts, first issued off South Gyeongsang Province’s 
southern coast on July 16 before expanding nationwide, have remained in effect for 57 
consecutive days and have only recently been downgraded in some areas as air temperatures 
have begun to ease. 
 
The damage has prompted calls for an urgent overhaul of aquaculture production, including 
developing varieties more resilient to temperature changes and adopting new farming methods. 
 
South Gyeongsang provincial authorities said they received reports of 12,000 fish, including 
mullet and Korean rockfish, and 140 ropes of farmed sea squirts dying that day alone. 
Cumulative losses in the province now stand at 7.691 million fish and abalone, along with 2,729 
ropes of sea squirts. 
 
The nationwide toll is also severe. Preliminary figures from the Ministry of Oceans and 
Fisheries, provided to Rep. Moon Dae-lim of the Democratic Party of Korea, show that high 
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water temperatures had killed 13.533 million farmed fish at 455 fish farms nationwide as of 
Sept. 4. 
 
Over the past five years, including this year, high water temperatures have killed a total of 
125.048 million farmed fish, causing losses of 205.56 billion won. 
 
High water temperature alerts last twice as long as four years ago 
 
High water temperatures are becoming an increasingly serious problem. The average water 
temperature in the seas around the Korean Peninsula reached 28.56 degrees Celsius from Aug. 
1-7, the highest recorded temperature for that period since 2000. 
 
High water temperature alerts are also lasting longer, stretching from 43 days in 2021 to 85 
days last year. 
 
“This year’s alerts began later than last year’s, but the time it took to escalate from preliminary 
alerts to advisories and warnings was actually shorter,” said Kim Hyung-chul, a climate change 
research officer at the National Institute of Fisheries Science. “As heat waves intensify, seawater 
temperatures seem to be rising at an increasingly rapid pace.” 
 
Despite recurring and mounting losses, the response remains focused on compensation after 
the damage is done, and even that support is insufficient. Government disaster relief is capped 
at 50 million won per fish-farming household. 
 
Aquaculture disaster insurance is another option, but enrollment remains at around 40 percent. 
Premiums run into tens of millions of won, and policies expire after one year with no refund of 
premiums if no claim is made. 
 
Calls to overhaul aquaculture production 
 
Experts point to the need to restructure aquaculture production itself to adapt to climate change, 
instead of relying on compensation after losses occur. Proposed measures include digital 
breeding, which uses genetic data to select and breed fish that tolerate higher temperatures; 
vertical aquaculture, which makes use of cooler waters more than 30 meters below the surface; 
and a switch to subtropical species. 
 
“Until now, aquaculture has focused on reliably producing particular species. But we now need 
to rethink which species to raise, and where and how, to adapt to changing conditions at sea,” 
said Jung Yoon-hwan, head of the Korea Institute of Ocean Science and Technology’s 
Tongyeong offshore testing station. 
 
“With aging fishing communities and high up-front costs slowing change on the ground, the 
government and private sector need to invest more proactively to safeguard food security,” he 
said. 
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THE MANILA TIMES 
 
Stop blaming climate change 
By: Felino “Jun” Palafox Jr. 
 
TOWARD the end of August, President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. conducted an aerial inspection of 
flood-affected towns in Bulacan and Pampanga. While facing the media, he cited climate 
change as the cause of unprecedented rainfall, which overwhelmed the local flood-control 
systems. 
 
Although he was not wrong about the reality of climate change, we must veer away from 
blaming it as the cause of disasters. The danger of this mindset is that it shifts away 
responsibility and prevents any sense of accountability. 
 
In order to break the cycle of tragedy and “resilience,” the government must step up and take 
the lead in addressing the hazards brought about by climate change, before they turn into 
disasters. 
 
Hazard vs disaster 
 
The crucial distinction we must understand lies in the difference between hazard and disaster. 
The former is an event or phenomenon that has the potential to cause harm, disruption, or 
destruction. Risk is a function of hazard, exposure and vulnerability. 
 
Disaster is when the hazard turns into a reality. Although we have no control over natural 
hazards such as earthquakes and typhoons, we are very much capable of preparing for them, 
so as to minimize the risk and mitigate the damage. 
 
Natural hazards are acts of God; disasters are acts of man, for every decision we make has its 
consequences. And if we fail to plan, we plan to fail. That is why when society is devastated 
after a flood or earthquake, we only have ourselves to blame. 
 
The role of the government 
 
Everyone has a part to play in disaster planning and resilience, but we must also recognize that 
not all roles are the same. The government has the biggest one because of its authority and 
influence. That is why the Filipino people deserve to be informed about how taxpayers’ money is 
being spent. 
 
To understand the priorities of the government in disaster resilience, we need to look no farther 
than the projects that are given the most attention. Far too often, we focus on post-disaster 
response such as relief goods and shelter. While meeting humanitarian needs is crucial in times 
of crisis, are we doing anything to actually prevent this from happening? 
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Shortsighted planning 
 
The problem is not a lack of knowledge — there is no scarcity of it with global best practices — 
but the absence of visionary leadership, strong political will and good governance. Since the 
1970s up until today, I have given various administrations hundreds of recommendations, 
including short-, medium-, and long-term action plans. 
 
The most notable example was the Parañaque Spillway. It was designed to complement the 
Manggahan Floodway by diverting excess water from Laguna de Bay to Manila Bay, so that 
lakefront communities would not suffer from flooding. 
 
This was proposed by my team as part of the World Bank-funded MMetroplan (Metro Manila 
Transport, Land Use, and Development Planning Project) in 1977, where I was team leader and 
senior planner. However, it was not constructed. 
 
I proposed it once more in 2009 as part of a Smart (Stormwater Management and Road Tunnel) 
tunnel, similar to that of Kuala Lumpur. Although it was approved by President Gloria Macapagal 
Arroyo, it was not acted upon due to a change in administration. 
 
This reveals a critical flaw in our government: We only plan for electoral cycles, not the next 
generation. 
 
Addressing climate change in the long term 
 
Simply preparing for natural hazards isn’t enough because their strength will continue to 
increase due to climate change. What was once considered a 100-year flood could occur every 
other year if we are not good stewards of the environment. 
 
That is why we must look beyond disaster resilience and address the root cause by looking at 
the biggest contributors. 
 
Shifting to sustainable transportation 
 
The transportation sector is one of the biggest contributors of air pollution in our country, with 
the toxic fumes emitted by all the cars, motorcycles, buses, jeepneys and trucks plying our 
roads. The best way to address this is by minimizing our dependence on fossil fuels. 
 
Active transportation is low-hanging fruit, especially because the majority of Filipinos are already 
walking, biking and riding public transit. And when more people shift from private motoring to 
active mobility, there will be less pollution and congestion. 
 
The challenge is to improve policy, infrastructure and enforcement to create a transportation 
system where human-scaled mobility is the preferred choice because it is safe and convenient. 
The abundance of renewableenergy sources 
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The energy sector is the other notable culprit, with around 70 percent of our electricity still 
generated using fossil fuels. There is no reason why we can’t transition to renewable sources of 
energy. 
 
Globally, the Philippines is ranked third in geothermal energy due to its position along the Pacific 
Ring of Fire. With the fifth longest coastline in the world, we have no shortage of water that can 
be used for hydroelectric power. Sunlight is plentiful with our proximity to the equator, and our 
country lies in between the wind corridors of the monsoon belt and trade winds. 
 
Investing in renewable energy is not optional given that Filipinos are among the most vulnerable 
to climate hazards. 
 
The reality of climate change 
 
The reality of climate change is that it did not happen overnight. Rather, the flooding that 
happened in Bulacan, Pampanga and many other parts of the country is the consequence of 
our actions and choices as a society that has accumulated over decades and centuries. 
 
That is why we can never blame climate change for the consequences of our maltreatment of 
the environment. Instead, citizens must do their part by holding the government accountable to 
ensure that hazards will not become disasters. 
 
As I always say, it is 90 percent less expensive to address hazards before they become 
disasters, and this also saves human lives, real estate, infrastructure and livelihood. 
 
The reality of climate change 
 
The reality of climate change is that it did not happen overnight. Rather, the flooding that 
happened in Bulacan, Pampanga and many other parts of the country is the consequence of 
our actions and choices as a society that has accumulated over decades and centuries. 
 
That is why we can never blame climate change for the consequences of our maltreatment of 
the environment. Instead, citizens must do their part by holding the government accountable to 
ensure that hazards will not become disasters. 
 
As I always say, it is 90 percent less expensive to address hazards before they become 
disasters, and this also saves human lives, real estate, infrastructure and livelihood. 
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PH’s new climate plan faces a 1.5 C threshold risk 
By: Ludwig Federigan 
 
GLOBAL warming is on course to exceed 1.5 degrees Celsius above preindustrial levels, 
according to the United Nations Environment Program (UNEP). The threshold is not a single 
point beyond which climate action becomes meaningless, but crossing it would increase the 
risks of irreversible damage, extreme weather and ecosystem loss. For a country exposed to 
stronger typhoons, sea-level rise, droughts and extreme heat, the warning carries particular 
weight. 
 
Against this backdrop, the Philippines has approved a new Nationally Determined Contribution 
(NDC) covering 2025–2035. The commitment sets a target of reducing or avoiding greenhouse 
gas emissions by 75 percent. 
 
The target is divided into two components. Seven percent is unconditional, meaning the 
Philippines commits to pursuing it using domestic resources and policies. The remaining 68 
percent is conditional on access to international finance, technology, capacity-building and other 
forms of support. 
 
The distinction is important. It does not necessarily indicate limited ambition. Instead, it reflects 
the unequal circumstances of countries confronting the climate crisis. The Philippines 
contributes relatively little to historical global emissions yet remains among the countries most 
exposed to climate-related hazards. Its ability to achieve its pledge’s highest level will depend 
partly on whether wealthier, higher-emitting countries deliver the support promised under 
international climate agreements. 
 
The NDC signals a broader shift in how climate action is understood. It is not limited to reducing 
emissions from energy, transport, industry or land use. It links mitigation with adaptation, 
recognizing that the Philippines must cut emissions while preparing communities for impacts 
that are already occurring. 
 
This integrated approach is essential. A stronger electricity system, for example, can reduce 
emissions while making communities less vulnerable to power interruptions during storms. 
Climate-resilient agriculture can help farmers cope with heat, drought and changing rainfall 
while supporting food security. 
 
The NDC places significant importance on forests, mangroves, seagrass areas and other 
natural ecosystems that can absorb and store carbon. Their value extends beyond accounting 
for emissions, protecting shorelines, supporting fisheries, and providing livelihoods for coastal 
and rural communities. 
 
The possibility of the Philippines becoming a net carbon sink offers an important long-term 
vision. But it should not be treated as a substitute for rapid emissions reductions. Natural carbon 
sinks can be weakened by deforestation, fires, land-use change and climate impacts. Protecting 
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and restoring them must be accompanied by deep cuts in fossil-fuel emissions and strong 
safeguards for affected communities. 
 
In case of an overshoot 
 
The UNEP report provides a useful framework for understanding the global situation. Even if 
warming temporarily exceeds 1.5 C, the objective must limit the overshoot, reach a global 
emissions peak and then drive temperatures downward through sustained emissions reductions 
and responsible carbon removal. 
 
That possibility does not make exceeding 1.5 C harmless. A temporary overshoot could still 
cause severe and permanent damage. Some ecosystems may not recover, communities may 
be forced to relocate and livelihoods may be fundamentally altered. Returning to lower 
temperatures later would not automatically reverse these losses. 
 
The Philippines’ new NDC is both a climate pledge and a test of governance. Its success will 
depend on implementation: whether national agencies coordinate effectively, local governments 
receive adequate resources, vulnerable communities participate in decision-making and social 
safeguards are enforced. 
 
A whole-of-society approach will be necessary. Businesses, local governments, civil-society 
groups, Indigenous communities, workers, farmers and youth have roles in translating the 
national target into practical action. Climate policy must address questions of fairness. The 
transition to cleaner energy and more resilient development should not impose disproportionate 
costs on low-income households, workers or communities whose livelihoods depend on 
vulnerable ecosystems. 
 
The NDC’s approval is a significant step, but a target alone will not reduce emissions or protect 
communities. Its credibility will be measured through budgets, regulations, infrastructure 
decisions and the protection of ecosystems on the ground. 
 
Implementation will require the Philippines to improve how it measures progress. Emissions 
reductions, ecosystem restoration and adaptation outcomes must be tracked through 
transparent and publicly accessible data. Clear indicators can help determine whether projects 
are delivering real benefits or merely meeting administrative targets. Monitoring is important for 
the NDC’s conditional portion, since international partners will need confidence that financial 
and technical assistance is producing measurable results. Communities should be involved in 
evaluating projects that affect their land, livelihoods and resources. 
 
The Philippines’ entry into the new decade is a turning point. The world’s crossing of 1.5 C does 
not eliminate the value of ambition. It makes rapid, fair and sustained action more urgent. The 
country’s climate pledge is a promise to protect people, ecosystems and future choices in a 
warming world. 
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CCC IN THE NEWS: 
 

DAILY GUARDIAN 
 
CCC calls for climate-ready coasts during MANA Mo 
 
MANILA — The Climate Change Commission (CCC) underscored the need to protect marine 
and coastal ecosystems and strengthen the resilience of coastal communities as the country 
observes Maritime and Archipelagic Nation Awareness Month, or MANA Mo, this September. 
 
The annual observance was established under Proclamation No. 316, issued in 2017, to 
promote greater awareness of the Philippines’ maritime and archipelagic character and the 
importance of protecting the country’s maritime resources. 
 
In 2025, the government reinforced the observance through Memorandum Circular No. 87, 
which directed national government agencies to promote year-round awareness of the 
Philippines as a maritime and archipelagic nation and support the annual MANA Mo celebration. 
 
“As an archipelagic nation, our seas are not simply the spaces between our islands. They 
connect our communities, sustain livelihoods, support food security, and help protect us from the 
impacts of climate change,” said CCC Vice Chairperson and Executive Director Robert E.A. 
Borje. 
 
Coastal communities face rising climate risks 
 
Coastal communities face interconnected climate risks, including sea-level rise, storm surges, 
coastal flooding, erosion, saltwater intrusion, and the degradation of marine ecosystems. 
 
These risks threaten homes, livelihoods, infrastructure, fisheries, and essential services in 
communities along the country’s extensive coastline. 
 
Borje said healthy mangroves, seagrass beds, coral reefs, and other marine and coastal 
ecosystems serve as natural defenses that can help reduce climate risks while supporting 
biodiversity and local economies. 
 
“Protecting these ecosystems is both climate action and development policy. Their condition 
influences how well our communities withstand hazards, recover from disruption and sustain 
livelihoods over time,” he said. 
 
National plan prioritizes ecosystem resilience 
 
The Philippine National Adaptation Plan 2023–2050 identifies ecosystem and biodiversity 
resilience and climate-resilient livelihoods and industries among the country’s priority adaptation 
outcomes. 
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The plan, the Philippines’ first long-term national framework dedicated to climate adaptation, 
seeks to strengthen resilience and reduce climate-related losses and damage through 
science-based, risk-informed, and locally grounded action. 
 
Its implementation requires climate risks to be integrated into land-use and sea-use planning, 
infrastructure development, coastal resource management, and local development decisions. 
 
The CCC called for stronger cooperation among national government agencies, local 
government units, coastal communities, fisherfolk, the private sector, academia, and civil society 
to protect marine resources and turn climate information into practical local action. 
 
“Awareness must lead to better decisions—where and how we build, how we manage our 
coasts, how we protect livelihoods and how we use marine resources without diminishing their 
value for future generations,” Borje added. 
 
MANA Mo promotes shared maritime responsibility 
 
The CCC encouraged Filipinos to deepen their appreciation of the seas connecting the country’s 
islands and strengthen their shared commitment to protecting marine and coastal resources 
during MANA Mo. 
 
The observance also highlights the role of healthy marine ecosystems in sustaining fisheries, 
supporting coastal livelihoods, protecting biodiversity, and strengthening communities against 
climate-related hazards. 
 
The CCC is the government’s lead policymaking body tasked with coordinating, monitoring, and 
evaluating climate change programs and actions under Republic Act No. 9729, or the Climate 
Change Act of 2009, as amended. 
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Philippines pushes faster climate adaptation at UN forum 
 
BAKU, Azerbaijan — The Philippines, through its membership in the United Nations Framework 
Convention on Climate Change Adaptation Committee, helped frame global discussions on 
accelerating climate adaptation by presenting emerging findings on countries’ actions and 
highlighting the need to move from planning toward measurable results. 
 
Climate Change Commission Vice Chairperson and Executive Director Robert E.A. Borje, a 
member of the UNFCCC Adaptation Committee, presented a preview of the committee’s first 
Synthesis Report on the State of Adaptation Action by Parties during the 2026 Adaptation 
Forum. 
 
The synthesis was made available to help inform discussions at the forum ahead of its 
consideration by the Adaptation Committee. 
 
Borje represents the developing countries’ constituency and is the first Filipino elected to the 
Adaptation Committee since it was established in 2010. 
 
Established under the UN climate process, the committee works to strengthen and coordinate 
adaptation efforts under the UNFCCC and the Paris Agreement. 
 
The presentation drew from adaptation information reported by all 198 Parties to the UNFCCC, 
covering developed and developing countries across six regions. 
 
The information is also organized through the Adaptation Committee’s Interactive Portal on the 
State of Adaptation Action by Parties, which draws from national reports and communications 
submitted by countries. 
 
The emerging findings show that countries have substantially strengthened the institutional 
foundations for climate adaptation. 
 
About 94% of countries report having climate change frameworks and regulations in place, 
while 89% have adaptation-specific frameworks. 
 
A total of 182 of 198 countries have conducted impact, vulnerability, and risk assessments, 
mostly at the national and sectoral levels. 
 
The findings also highlight the challenge of determining whether adaptation efforts are 
producing measurable reductions in vulnerability and climate risk. 
 
Only 31% of countries report having monitoring, evaluation, and learning systems in place, while 
another 32% are still establishing them. 
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Information on adaptation outcomes and effectiveness is available for only about 28% of 
countries. 
 
Some countries, however, are beginning to report reduced agricultural losses, improved water, 
infrastructure, and health outcomes, and avoided costs resulting from adaptation investments. 
 
“Planning remains essential, but it is not the endpoint. 
 
“The increasingly important question is whether adaptation changes decisions, reduces risk and 
protects people, livelihoods and development gains,” Borje said. 
 
The presentation also showed that national adaptation priorities and reported implementation 
are broadly aligned. 
 
Food security, food systems and agriculture; freshwater resources and sanitation; and health 
are among the most frequently identified priorities in national plans. 
 
Countries also reported significant implementation in disaster risk management, ecosystems, 
and human settlements. 
 
For the Philippines, the findings reinforce the importance of translating climate science and risk 
assessments into investments and decisions capable of withstanding increasingly severe 
climate impacts. 
 
Recent flooding in the country has highlighted the consequences when climate hazards 
intersect with vulnerable communities, infrastructure, and development systems. 
 
The Philippine National Adaptation Plan 2023–2050, the country’s first NAP, was completed and 
submitted under President Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr. and provides a national framework for 
addressing climate risks through anticipatory, risk-informed, and locally grounded adaptation. 
 
The global review also highlights the importance of international and domestic cooperation on 
climate adaptation. 
 
A total of 173 countries report having arrangements for adaptation cooperation at the national, 
regional, or international levels, including efforts to strengthen institutional capacity, mobilize 
resources and expertise, and address risks that cross borders. 
 
The synthesis presented at the forum was a preview intended to inform discussions before 
consideration by the Adaptation Committee. 
 
The underlying portal and synthesis are designed as complementary tools, with the portal 
organizing and visualizing country-reported information and the synthesis identifying broader 
patterns, trends, and country experiences. 

 
24 



 

 
The 2026 Adaptation Forum was held Sept. 9–10 at the Baku Convention Centre as part of 
UNFCCC Climate Week 4. 
 
Climate Week 4 ran Sept. 7–11 and placed particular emphasis on moving climate commitments 
toward practical implementation and scalable solutions. 
 
The Climate Change Commission is the Philippine government’s lead policymaking body tasked 
with coordinating, monitoring, and evaluating climate change programs and action plans under 
Republic Act 9729, as amended. 
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Vice govs told to help LGUs craft climate budget plans 
By: Allen Limos 
 
THE Climate Change Commission (CCC) has trained vice governors to help local government 
units (LGUs) craft efficient proposals for the government’s climate financing program. 
 
The government’s People’s Survival Fund (PSF) was created under Republic Act 1074 and 
provides funding to LGUs for climate adaptation projects, boosting regular government funding 
for climate risks. 
 
Speaking at the Legislative Excellence and Development (LEAD) program on Friday, CCC Vice 
Chairman Robert E.A. Borje explained that provincial legislatures are key to turning local climate 
goals into well-supported adaptation projects. 
 
“A sound proposal must connect the risk identified, the people and systems exposed, the 
intervention proposed, and the resilience result expected,” said Borje. 
 
“Vice governors and provincial boards can help create the enabling conditions for this work by 
supporting climate-risk assessments, strengthening local plans and investment programs, 
allocating resources for proposal development, and encouraging coordination among provincial, 
city and municipal governments,” he added. 
 
The CCC said prior to applying for the PSF, LGUs must first identify their actual climate risks 
and determine which communities are most vulnerable. 
 
CCC Deputy Executive Director Romell Antonio O. Cuenca — who briefed the 36 vice 
governors present during the LEAD program — stressed that accessing the fund requires LGUs 
to understand their own local risks well before writing a proposal. 
 
“Accessing the People’s Survival Fund begins well before an LGU writes its proposal. It begins 
with understanding the specific climate risks confronting its communities and identifying the 
intervention that can reduce those risks,” Cuenca said. 
 
He explained that a sound proposal can help translate local climate priorities into properly 
designed and supported adaptation investments. 
 
The session outlined the PSF approval process and gave participants 16 climate and mapping 
data links to strengthen their proposal analysis. 
 
The CCC partnered with Sen. Loren Legarda’s office for the said training, which aims to align 
with national climate goals for 2023–2050. 
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Administered by the Development Academy of the Philippines, the 14-session training program 
runs from August to November 2026 to build legislative capacity.  
 

  =END= 
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