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●​ Iloilo targets up to 4,000 hectares of trees yearly 
●​ Climate change has created a meta-crisis in food security, energy and the economy, 

says Greek expert 
●​ Competing Climate Visions Clash at UN General Assembly 
●​ Philippines pushes clean energy, foreign investment to cut fossil fuel dependence 
●​ DILG: Over 1K LGUs integrate disaster, climate resilience measures in local plans 
●​ New DENR platform offers biotech solutions for community needs 
●​ Turkey launches AI initiative ahead of COP31 climate summit 
●​ ‘It’s my duty to tell the truth’: UN chief on the climate crisis, capitalism and reasons to be 

hopeful 
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●​ Philippines pushes easier local access to international climate funds 
●​ PH, UN experts work together to strengthen climate transparency and action 

 
DAILY GUARDIAN  
 
Iloilo targets up to 4,000 hectares of trees yearly 
By: Rjay Zuriaga Castor 
 
ILOILO CITY — The Iloilo provincial government aims to restore and establish up to 4,000 
hectares of tree-growing areas each year as it links expanded forest cover to climate resilience 
and flood mitigation. 
 
EURONEWS 
 
Climate change has created a meta-crisis in food security, energy and the economy, says 
Greek expert 
By: Foteini Doulgkeri 
 
Climate change is no longer purely an environmental issue. It affects the economy, society, 
energy and international security, while creating new geopolitical balances and competition over 
critical resources, like water. 
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INSIDE CLIMATE NEWS 
 
Competing Climate Visions Clash at UN General Assembly 
By: Aman Azhar 
 
While President Donald Trump pushed against cutting emissions and regulating technology, 
environmentalists called for world leaders to reject conflict and build a stable future with clean 
energy. 
 
PHILIPPINE CANADIAN INQUIRER 
 
Philippines pushes clean energy, foreign investment to cut fossil fuel dependence 
 
MANILA — The Philippines is accelerating renewable energy development and seeking more 
foreign investment as it moves to reduce dependence on imported fossil fuels and strengthen 
energy security, Environment Secretary Juan Miguel Cuna said. 
 
PHILIPPINE INFORMATION AGENCY  
 
DILG: Over 1K LGUs integrate disaster, climate resilience measures in local plans 
 
More than 1,000 local government units (LGUs) have integrated disaster risk reduction and 
climate change adaptation measures into their local development plans, strengthening the 
capacity of communities to prepare for and respond to disasters and climate-related risks. 
 
PHILIPPINE NEWS AGENCY  
 
New DENR platform offers biotech solutions for community needs 
By: Marita Moaje 
 
MANILA – Filipinos looking for technology to address specific needs in agriculture, 
environmental management and natural resources can now use a new digital platform that 
brings together locally developed biotechnology solutions and connects them with potential 
research partners. 
 
RAPPLER  
 
Turkey launches AI initiative ahead of COP31 climate summit 
 
NEW YORK, USA – Turkey, which will host the COP31 climate summit in Antalya in November, 
launched a push on the sidelines of the UN General Assembly on Monday, September 21, to 
address AI’s skyrocketing energy demand through a political pledge that countries would adopt 
to align their AI infrastructure build-out with global climate goals. 
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THE GUARDIAN 
 
‘It’s my duty to tell the truth’: UN chief on the climate crisis, capitalism and reasons to be 
hopeful 
By: António Guterres 
 
Before his final general assembly, António Guterres speaks about why he put climate at the 
centre of his UN tenure 
 

CCC IN THE NEWS: 
 
PHILIPPINE CANADIAN INQUIRER 
 
Philippines pushes easier local access to international climate funds 
 
MANILA — The Philippines is pushing for international climate financing to become more 
accessible to local governments and communities that carry out adaptation projects and face 
direct climate risks. 
 
SUNSTAR 
 
PH, UN experts work together to strengthen climate transparency and action 
 
MANILA — The Climate Change Commission (CCC) partnered with experts from the United 
Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) for a five-day assessment of the 
Philippines’ first Biennial Transparency Report (BTR1). The evaluation identified key 
opportunities to strengthen national climate reporting and better integrate climate data into 
policies, programs, and investments. 
 

Information and Knowledge Management Division 
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DAILY GUARDIAN  
 
Iloilo targets up to 4,000 hectares of trees yearly 
By: Rjay Zuriaga Castor 
 
ILOILO CITY — The Iloilo provincial government aims to restore and establish up to 4,000 
hectares of tree-growing areas each year as it links expanded forest cover to climate resilience 
and flood mitigation. 
 
Cesar Emmanuelle Buyco, chief of the Provincial Government Environment and Natural 
Resources Office (PGENRO), said the province is shifting the way it measures forest restoration 
— from counting individual trees to tracking the land area covered by tree-growing activities. 
 
The province previously targeted planting about 1.5 million trees annually. 
 
“Our target, we moved up from targeting 1.5 million trees a year. Now we are looking at the 
thousands of hectares. We are not looking at the individual trees,” Buyco said Saturday, Sept. 
19. 
 
“By hectares, we are looking at around 3,000 to 4,000 hectares a year of target,” he added. 
 
Buyco said Iloilo aims to raise its forest cover from an estimated 18% at present to 33% by 
2040. 
 
He said the office’s assessment placed forest cover at about 12% when he joined PGENRO in 
2021. 
 
On Saturday, more than 1,000 volunteers from the provincial government, local government 
units, national government agencies, and the private sector joined a tree-growing activity in 
Barangay Balabag, Anilao, as part of the 27th Piyesta sa Kakahuyan. 
 
Around 2,000 jackfruit, cacao, and coffee seedlings were planted in the upland areas. 
 
The Piyesta sa Kakahuyan was launched through Provincial Ordinance No. 2000-04 in 
September 2000 to promote environmental conservation and participatory forest governance in 
the province. 
 
Buyco acknowledged that only around 44% to 50% of planted trees have been reported to 
survive in the province’s previous tree-growing initiatives. 
 
He noted that the surviving trees continue to contribute to the province’s forest cover. 
 
“We are going in the correct direction and with the new program, we hope to have a much 
steeper climb in our numbers,” Buyco said. 
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The provincial government’s Tanum Iloilo initiative has recorded 7,925,778 trees planted from 
2021 to 2026. 
 
Tanum Iloilo is the flagship environmental program of Gov. Arthur Defensor Jr. and was 
institutionalized through Executive Order No. 195, Series of 2024. 
 
The provincial government has also set a long-term goal of making Iloilo a “Forest Province” by 
2044. 
 
Buyco said expanding forest cover has become increasingly important as Iloilo experiences 
more intense rainfall and other effects associated with climate change. 
 
“We can now feel that the climate is very different from before. When it rains, it is really heavy, 
unlike before when only a minimal amount of rainwater would fall. The volume of rain that used 
to fall in one month now falls in just one day,” he said. 
 
He said forests help regulate water flow by retaining rainwater, reducing surface runoff, and 
improving the ability of soil to absorb water — functions that can help reduce flooding. 
 
“All of these are the effects of climate change, and the only sure way for us to recover is through 
planting trees,” Buyco said. 
 
He described tree growing as a key flood-mitigation measure for the province. 
 
“The best flood control project is tree planting in the province,” he said 
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EURONEWS 
 
Climate change has created a meta-crisis in food security, energy and the economy, says 
Greek expert 
By: Foteini Doulgkeri 
 
Climate change is no longer purely an environmental issue. It affects the economy, society, 
energy and international security, while creating new geopolitical balances and competition over 
critical resources, like water. 
 
"Climate change is an economic problem, because it directly concerns states' national 
economies. It is a social problem, because it affects societies. It is a political problem and it is 
also a geopolitical problem," Professor of International Institutions and holder of the UNESCO 
Chair on Climate Diplomacy, Emmanuella Doussis, tells Euronews. 
 
The climate crisis is reshaping geopolitical balances 
Extreme heat and climate change are now directly linked to international competition for 
resources and strategic regions, Doussis explains. 
 
The melting of Arctic ice, for example, is opening up new possibilities for trade routes, while at 
the same time competition is intensifying for raw materials that are vital for new technologies, 
such as lithium, cobalt and rare earths. 
 
"Climate change is an economic problem, because it directly concerns states' national 
economies. It is a social problem, because it affects societies. It is a political problem and it is 
also a geopolitical problem," Professor of International Institutions and holder of the UNESCO 
Chair on Climate Diplomacy, Emmanuella Doussis, tells Euronews. 
 
The climate crisis is reshaping geopolitical balances 
Extreme heat and climate change are now directly linked to international competition for 
resources and strategic regions, Doussis explains. 
 
The melting of Arctic ice, for example, is opening up new possibilities for trade routes, while at 
the same time competition is intensifying for raw materials that are vital for new technologies, 
such as lithium, cobalt and rare earths. 
 
Moving away from fossil fuels is creating new dependencies 
A central issue in tackling the climate crisis remains the gradual move away from fossil fuels. It 
is, however, a process with significant economic and geopolitical repercussions. 
 
As Doussis explains, a genuine transition to clean forms of energy will not affect all states in the 
same way. 
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"The move away from fossil fuels will weaken certain states," she says, explaining that countries 
which produce and export fossil fuels will have to restructure their economies and seek new 
sources of growth. 
 
At the same time, she believes that states with substantial potential in renewable energy 
sources, such as solar, wind and geothermal, will gain ground, as will countries that possess 
raw materials essential for new technologies. 
 
"Consequently, new dependencies and power relations will emerge," she notes. 
 
The role of international diplomacy 
Addressing climate change depends to a large extent on international cooperation, which has 
been institutionalised through the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change 
and was strengthened by the Paris Agreement in 2015. 
 
Nonetheless, Doussis points out the limitations of the current system. States submit national 
plans for reducing emissions and adapting to climate change, which are revised every five 
years, yet there are no substantial sanctions in cases of non-implementation. 
 
In a particularly challenging geopolitical environment, she believes that diplomacy could focus 
more on concrete actions and less on the constant setting of new targets. 
 
In this context, she highlights the need for cooperation in specific fields, such as research and 
technology, as well as electricity interconnections, which can facilitate the faster roll-out of 
renewable energy sources. 
 
Major emitters and different speeds 
The role of the largest emitters is particularly important. China, the United States, India and the 
European Union are at the centre of international efforts, but with differing priorities and policies. 
 
Doussis makes special reference to the United States where, as she notes, scepticism towards 
climate policy has grown and greater emphasis has been placed on fossil fuels. 
 
At the same time, she notes that China has invested heavily in clean technologies, treating the 
green industry as one of the key sectors of the 21st century. However, it continues to invest in 
fossil fuels as well, which, she says, creates a complex picture of its role in the global energy 
transition. 
 
Greece in a particularly vulnerable region 
 
For Greece, the climate crisis takes on particular importance because of the country's 
geographical position. The Mediterranean is regarded by the scientific community as a region 
particularly vulnerable to the impacts of climate change. 
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Dousi notes that the country had made significant progress with the decision to phase out lignite 
and the just transition plans, but she believes that in recent years there has been greater 
emphasis on fossil fuels. 
 
In her view, climate policy should not be treated as a set of isolated "green" measures, but as a 
broader political choice that affects the economy, energy and the entirety of public policies. 
 
"Climate change is not always to blame" 
 
According to Doussis, dealing with the consequences of the climate crisis is just as important as 
reducing emissions. 
 
Recalling the major natural disasters of recent years in Greece, she stresses that climate 
change cannot be used as an alibi for long-standing weaknesses in planning and infrastructure. 
 
"Climate change is not always to blame," she notes, referring to chronic shortcomings, overly 
complex legislation and inadequate protection of vulnerable areas. 
 
Water, food and population movements 
The most worrying aspect of the climate crisis, according to Doussis, concerns its impact on 
access to basic goods. 
 
"We will face a very large, serious problem with food security. We will face problems with water," 
she stresses. 
 
Pressure on water resources may lead to new tensions between states, particularly in regions 
where rivers and river basins cross borders. As a characteristic example she cites the Nile and 
the tensions between Egypt and Ethiopia. 
 
At the same time, climate change is expected to intensify population movements, creating yet 
another major challenge for international security and the management of migration flows. 
 
The climate crisis is therefore evolving into a complex issue that goes beyond the boundaries of 
environmental policy. Energy, water, food security, raw materials and population movements are 
now all interconnected, making climate diplomacy an increasingly important field within 
international relations. 
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INSIDE CLIMATE NEWS 
 
Competing Climate Visions Clash at UN General Assembly 
By: Aman Azhar 
 
While President Donald Trump pushed against cutting emissions and regulating technology, 
environmentalists called for world leaders to reject conflict and build a stable future with clean 
energy. 
 
Two divergent worldviews emerged from the first two national addresses on the opening day of 
the United Nations General Assembly’s 81st session in New York.  
 
Brazil’s president, Luiz Inácio Lula da Silva called for decarbonizing economies, protecting 
forests and supporting the energy transition through technology transfer. U.S. President Donald 
Trump followed with a rejection of global climate and artificial intelligence regulations, dismissing 
warnings about global warming while presenting fossil fuel abundance and technological 
supremacy as foundations of national power. 
 
This year’s General Assembly session is taking place against a slew of global challenges 
supercharged by geopolitical rivalries and rising planetary warming. June was the 
second-warmest on record globally and the hottest Western Europe ever measured. A 
potentially record-breaking El Niño is expected to peak around December, raising fears of 
drought, crop failures and global food-price shocks. 
 
In the U.S., surging AI data center growth is triggering expensive fossil-fuel generation and grid 
upgrades, raising electricity bills. Meanwhile, the U.S.-Iran conflict has spread through the 
region, with clashes between Houthi and Saudi forces further roiling global oil markets already 
constrained by disruptions in the Strait of Hormuz.  
 
Lula framed climate policy, forest protection and technology regulation as necessary parts of a 
rule‑based, multilateral effort to reduce emissions and manage systemic risks. He said the 
planet is facing a shared, urgent climate emergency that demands decarbonization and 
environmental protection—not delay or denial. He called for nations to “resume the offensive 
and inflict a defeat on denialism,” and warned that “the glaciers in the Himalayas are melting” 
and “torrential rains and forest fires” are already here. The impacts, Lula said, “will hit the most 
vulnerable the hardest.”  
 
He presented Brazil as proof that countries can “combine economic value with reduced 
emissions,” and pledged to “move forward by the roadmap for the decarbonization of the 
Brazilian economy.” In his view, forests and ecosystems are climate assets worth protecting and 
technology, including AI, must be governed and restrained, calling it an “unprecedented 
technological revolution with great risks and opportunities.” Lula insisted it would be an 
“unforgivable historical mission not to address the challenge of regulating the big techs and 
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artificial intelligence” and criticized “technical oligarchies without rules or transparency” that 
bypass the U.N. and scientific oversight. 
 
Trump presented an almost opposite worldview by downplaying climate change, celebrating 
fossil fuel expansion and attacking global climate regulation. He mocked those who warned 
about global warming as “the very same people who said we’ll all be dead in 12 years because 
of global warming, a name since reborn to climate change because the planet was cooling, not 
warming, and nobody was dead.” 
 
Trump claimed his administration had stopped what he called an international “global carbon 
tax” on shipping, insisting “there is no global government, and while I’m president, there will be 
no global taxes.” Rather than talking about emissions or a just energy transition, he boasted that 
American energy is fueling the planet and claimed that the U.S. and Venezuela together hold 
“more than 60 percent of the oil in the world.” This alone, he said, will drive down energy costs.  
 
On technology, he rejected any “globalist scheme to control” AI, rebranding it as 
“super-intelligence” and pledged his administration will “only encourage superintelligence.” On 
the whole, Trump’s roughly 35-minute speech treated carbon taxes, climate regulations and 
global tech governance as threats to sovereignty and growth, and presented fossil fuels and 
technological dominance as core tenets of national strength. 
 
Environmental advocates, climate scientists and experts reacted sharply to those remarks and 
challenged Trump’s assertions on climate change and high energy costs. 
 
“The American people are experiencing first-hand the harsh and deadly realities of climate 
change, from extreme heatwaves to catastrophic wildfires and flooding,” said Rachel Cleetus, 
senior policy director with the Climate and Energy program at the Union of Concerned 
Scientists. In a statement, she said climate disasters are damaging and destroying homes and 
critical infrastructure, inflating insurance premiums and increasing costs for communities.  
 
“The science is clear: fossil fuel-driven climate change is already causing significant harm and 
these harms will only grow if we fail to sharply curtail heat-trapping emissions and invest in 
resilience,” Cleetus said. 
 
David Victor, a distinguished professor of innovation and public policy at the School of Global 
Policy and Strategy at UC San Diego said Trump’s climate denial and disengagement can 
frustrate meaningful progress on commitments made at the recent Conference of Parties to the 
U.N. Framework Convention on Climate Change, where member nations negotiate how to cut 
emissions, adapt to climate impacts and fund those initiatives.  
 
“America’s energy power has little to do with the Trump administration or its ‘energy dominance’ 
strategy. And all the harm that the prolonged war in Iran has done on the Persian Gulf 
infrastructure has, plausibly, been the largest single setback in the global energy system since 

 
10 



 

the 1970s.” he wrote in emailed comments, adding that staking a claim on Venezuelan oil 
doesn’t greatly affect how the global oil markets operate. 
 
Victor noted that Trump largely sidestepped climate change in his speech, giving more attention 
to artificial intelligence, noting that the administration’s hostility to regulating AI is perhaps the 
most consequential of his statements. 
 
“We know [Trump] is a climate denialist. He has made it clear that he will continue drilling and 
buying fossil fuels. He has also acted on dismantling every science-based institution in the US. 
However, what we want to hear from other heads of state, especially from rich nations, is what 
they plan to do,” said a statement from Tasneem Essop, executive director of the Climate Action 
Network International.  
 
She asked world leaders if they will step up to the challenge climate change poses or “hide 
behind Trump and shy away from their responsibilities to urgently transition away from fossil 
fuels.”  
 
In a separate statement, the advocacy group Oil Change International said: “Donald Trump 
used his platform at the UN General Assembly to brag about the U.S’s fossil fueled imperialism. 
From Iran, to Venezuela, to Greenland, Trump’s actions follow a familiar path: use military force 
to dominate sovereign nations, let Big Oil cash in, and leave ordinary people to bear the costs 
through war, pollution, rising energy bills, and worsening climate disasters.” 
 
The statement said that governments can either follow Trump into a future of conflict and 
economic volatility, or build a stable and prosperous future by investing in energy independence 
and political stability through clean, renewable energy. “On the road to COP31, governments 
must reject Trump’s attempt to build a fossil fuel empire and show that his agenda will not 
dictate our shared future,” it added.  
 
This year’s gathering is the last for Secretary-General António Guterres, who will step down at 
the end of this year. Experts say his successor will inherit an even bigger challenge of keeping 
the global leadership invested in the common cause of rallying around efforts to fight climate 
change, resolve conflicts and empower fragile economies in Africa and the developing world 
more generally. 
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PHILIPPINE CANADIAN INQUIRER 
 
Philippines pushes clean energy, foreign investment to cut fossil fuel dependence 
 
MANILA — The Philippines is accelerating renewable energy development and seeking more 
foreign investment as it moves to reduce dependence on imported fossil fuels and strengthen 
energy security, Environment Secretary Juan Miguel Cuna said. 
 
Speaking at a Copenhagen Infrastructure Partners (CIP) reception in New York on September 
20, Cuna said the country’s reliance on imported fossil fuels has left the economy exposed to 
fluctuations in global supply and prices. 
 
Cuna said the government is pursuing a transition toward a power system in which renewable 
energy accounts for more than half of the generation mix by 2050. The Department of Energy’s 
Philippine Energy Plan 2023-2050 sets interim targets of 35 percent renewable energy by 2030 
and 50 percent by 2040. 
 
To attract investment, the Philippines has opened renewable energy projects to 100 percent 
foreign ownership. The policy covers the exploration, development, and utilization of renewable 
resources including solar, wind, hydro, ocean, and tidal energy. 
 
The government has also established Green Lanes for Strategic Investments to streamline 
permits and other government approvals for major projects. As of March 2026, the Board of 
Investments said 244 projects worth ₱6.43 trillion had received Green Lane certification, with 
renewable energy among the major sectors represented. 
 
Cuna cited Copenhagen Infrastructure Partners’ planned 1-gigawatt San Miguel Bay Offshore 
Wind Project as an example of foreign investment supporting the country’s energy transition. He 
placed the investment at about US$3 billion. 
 
CIP’s own records identify San Miguel Bay as a 1-GW offshore wind project in the Philippines, 
while the Board of Investments lists it among the company’s Green Lane-certified renewable 
energy developments. 
 
Cuna said the Department of Environment and Natural Resources has issued a 
pre-development Environmental Compliance Certificate for the project as the government works 
to advance offshore wind development. 
 
The environment chief also stressed that expanding renewable energy should not come at the 
expense of marine ecosystems. 
 
“Our pursuit of renewable power cannot be decoupled from environmental stewardship,” Cuna 
said, noting that the same waters targeted for offshore wind projects also support fisheries and 
coastal communities. 
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He called for continued international investment, climate financing and technology cooperation 
to support the Philippines’ transition toward cleaner and more secure energy sources. 
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PHILIPPINE INFORMATION AGENCY  
 
DILG: Over 1K LGUs integrate disaster, climate resilience measures in local plans 
 
More than 1,000 local government units (LGUs) have integrated disaster risk reduction and 
climate change adaptation measures into their local development plans, strengthening the 
capacity of communities to prepare for and respond to disasters and climate-related risks. 
 
The Department of the Interior and Local Government (DILG) said 1,027 cities and 
municipalities have fully or partially incorporated disaster and climate resilience initiatives into 
their Comprehensive Development Plans (CDPs). 
 
The initiative is in line with President Ferdinand Marcos Jr.’s directive to strengthen LGU 
resilience through capacity-building, improved access to financing, and the identification of 
critical resources needed by communities. 
 
The DILG stressed that disaster preparedness must begin long before a calamity strikes. 
 
By mainstreaming disaster risk reduction and climate change adaptation (DRR-CCA) into CDPs 
and Local Development Investment Programs (LDIPs), LGUs can identify local risks and 
vulnerabilities and translate these into concrete programs, investments, and interventions. 
 
The Department continues to provide policy guidance and technical assistance to LGUs in 
developing and updating risk-sensitive CDPs and LDIPs that address natural and biological 
hazards. 
 
Of the 1,348 cities and municipalities with active CDPs, the DILG has assessed 1,299, of which 
1,027 were found to be fully or partially risk-informed, and 272 were assessed as not yet 
risk-informed. 
 
To close these gaps, the DILG continues to provide targeted technical assistance to LGUs that 
have yet to meet CDP requirements, alongside interventions undertaken with development 
partners. 
 
The Department is also pushing for the continued integration of Operation L!STO, particularly in 
disaster-prone communities, to institutionalize anticipatory action and strengthen LGU 
preparedness before, during, and after disasters. 
 
Complementing these efforts is the continued expansion of the Unified 911 emergency response 
system, strengthening the government’s capacity to respond quickly and effectively during 
emergencies and disasters. 
 
Six Unified 911 Command Centers are being established to serve the 18 high-risk provinces 
identified under the National Adaptation Plan of the Philippines 2023-2050. 
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The DILG said resilience must ultimately be felt at the community level, where preparedness 
can mean the difference between lives saved and lives lost. 
 
The Department remains committed to equipping LGUs with the plans, systems, and capabilities 
they need to protect their communities and build safer, more adaptive, and more resilient 
localities. 
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PHILIPPINE NEWS AGENCY  
 
New DENR platform offers biotech solutions for community needs 
By: Marita Moaje 
 
MANILA – Filipinos looking for technology to address specific needs in agriculture, 
environmental management and natural resources can now use a new digital platform that 
brings together locally developed biotechnology solutions and connects them with potential 
research partners. 
 
In a news release Tuesday, the Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) 
spotlights the Pinoy Biotech Hub, officially launched Monday at the opening of the 22nd National 
Biotechnology Week (NBW) in Quezon City. 
 
Ecosystems Research and Development Bureau (ERDB) Director Lormelyn Claudio said the 
bureau and the NBW Inter-Agency Steering Committee (IASC) developed the new hub to 
address long-standing gaps in sharing information on biotechnology innovations among 
institutions. 
 
The DENR said the new hub would provide a centralized online resource for innovations. 
 
“The hub functions as a centralized resource that integrates technologies from different 
government agencies, academic institutions, and industry partners to help users discover 
innovations and foster research collaborations,” it said. 
 
In simple terms, biotechnology refers to the use of living organisms or biological processes to 
develop useful products or solutions. 
 
The DENR said the hub features applications in farming, environmental protection, and the 
sustainable use of natural resources. 
 
The platform is designed to help users discover technologies that could address specific 
community needs while allowing researchers and institutions to find potential collaborators. 
 
In his message delivered by Undersecretary Ernesto Adobo Jr., DENR Secretary Juan Miguel 
Cuna noted the importance of biotechnology in tackling environmental concerns, including 
restoring degraded lands, producing quality planting materials and conserving native species. 
 
“Moving forward, the DENR is committed to strengthening research and innovation in 
environmental biotechnology, deepening partnerships that can help bring promising 
technologies from the laboratory into actual practice, and ensuring that these innovations are 
developed and applied responsibly, with our ecosystems and communities in mind,” Cuna said. 
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The 22nd NBW, with the theme “Biotek para sa Kinabukasan: Kalikasan, Kalusugan, 
Kagandahan, Kabuhayan at Kaunlaran (The Future: Nature, Health, Beauty, Livelihood, and 
Progress),” runs until Sept. 24 and features biotechnology applications in climate-smart 
agriculture, wastewater treatment, soil restoration, and the sustainable use and management of 
marine resources. 
 
Among the innovations showcased at the launch was H2Organics, a hydroseeding-hydrogel 
technology developed by ERDB chemist Rejaynil Valdez and designed to rehabilitate mined-out 
and degraded lands. 
 
The event also includes a public exhibit featuring technologies from the Department of 
Agriculture (DA), Department of Health (DOH), Department of Science and Technology (DOST), 
Department of Trade and Industry (DTI), Department of the Interior and Local Government 
(DILG), Department of Education (DepEd), and the Commission on Higher Education (CHED). 
 
Academic and industry partners including the International Rice Research Institute (IRRI), 
Southeast Asian Regional Center for Graduate Study and Research in Agriculture (SEARCA), 
the International Service for the Acquisition of Agri-biotech Applications (ISAAA), CropLife 
Philippines, Health and Dietary Supplement Association of the Philippines (HADSAP), the 
Biotechnology Coalition of the Philippines, Technological University of the Philippines-Taguig, 
and The UPLB Genetics Society are also showcasing their biotechnology innovations. 
 
During the launch, participating agencies signed a ceremonial digital wall of commitment to 
reaffirm their support for the responsible, ethical, and science-based advancement of 
biotechnology. (PNA) 
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RAPPLER  
 
Turkey launches AI initiative ahead of COP31 climate summit 
 
NEW YORK, USA – Turkey, which will host the COP31 climate summit in Antalya in November, 
launched a push on the sidelines of the UN General Assembly on Monday, September 21, to 
address AI’s skyrocketing energy demand through a political pledge that countries would adopt 
to align their AI infrastructure build-out with global climate goals. 
 
The new Antalya Pledge on Artificial Intelligence is being developed with the UN’s International 
Telecommunication Union, and a draft will be shared ahead of COP31, the incoming Turkish 
COP presidency said. 
 
“We must openly discuss AI’s growing energy consumption, and it is time for governments to 
start setting the terms. We expect companies to be transparent about their energy use and to 
power their operations with clean energy,” said COP31 President-Designate Murat Kurum, 
Turkey’s Minister for Environment and Urban Planning. 
 
Turkey also formally launched its flagship initiative ahead of the annual UN climate summit, a 
push for a global pledge to increase electricity’s share of final energy consumption to 35% by 
2035, which will include efforts to electrify buildings, transport and industry. 
 
The 35×35 initiative aims to encourage countries to use clean power, storage and modernise 
grids and support developing countries as they shift away from fossil fuels. 
 
Currently, around 20% of the world’s total energy ​demand is met by electricity. The rest comes 
mostly from fossil fuels, plus around 10% produced ​by biofuels and waste. 
 
The voluntary pledge would also include a global mechanism to track collective progress on 
electrification. 
 
Turkey said the COP will have a day dedicated to technology and AI, and will launch an initiative 
to develop “a portfolio of AI-enabled clean-technology pilots” that will connect technology 
developers, industry partners and investors in cars and heat pumps. – Rappler.com 
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THE GUARDIAN 
 
‘It’s my duty to tell the truth’: UN chief on the climate crisis, capitalism and reasons to be 
hopeful 
By: António Guterres 
 
Before his final general assembly, António Guterres speaks about why he put climate at the 
centre of his UN tenure 
 
António Guterres, who will finish his second term as UN secretary general on 31 December, has 
spoken out more strongly on the climate crisis than any of his predecessors. He has criticised 
“immoral” fossil fuel companies for their “grotesque greed”, warned that we have “opened the 
gates of hell” and hailed the new “clean energy age”. 
 
Before his last UN general assembly, we asked him about making the climate crisis one of the 
top priorities of his tenure. 
 
Why are you so forthright on the climate crisis? 
Climate is an existential threat. We see political leadership around the world diverted by lots of 
short-term objectives. Political life lives by the hour, and climate is something whose dramatic 
consequences will only be seen in the long term. That is why I believe the UN has the obligation 
to, at every moment, put the climate in the centre of the concerns of the international 
community, because climate is the most relevant global existential threat. 
 
Why have we failed to tackle global heating up to now? 
There are vested interests that are interested in maintaining the present development model 
based on fossil fuels. You have a systematic campaign that is strongly financed by the huge 
profits of the sector that tries to divert attention [from] the impacts of fossil fuels. 
 
But also, most people have not yet interiorised the level of risk that we are all facing. I hope 
public opinion will be more and more impressed by the devastating impacts of climate change, 
and disasters becoming more and more dramatic. Heatwaves have terrible impacts on health, 
so there will be a growing consciousness of the devastating impacts of climate change as things 
get inevitably worse. 
 
Is climate breakdown a threat to national security? 
 
As the crisis in the Gulf has demonstrated, to base an economy on fossil fuel imports is a 
severe risk for any country, and security is something that tends to have an enormous 
importance in decision-making. 
 
Scientists tell us we’re coming very close to tipping points that can dramatically accelerate the 
impacts of climate change. The Gulf Stream [or Amoc, Atlantic Meridional Overturning 
Circulation] is slowing, as we know. And we could face a huge acceleration of rising sea levels. 
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It will become a world problem, and it’s a clear security problem – an extremely dramatic 
problem for the security of all countries in the world. 
 
Still in many security establishments, energy security is still seen in terms of fossil fuels. But 
there is a new generation of institutions and thinktanks alert to the risks of climate change and 
[the crisis in] biodiversity. 
 
What difference can the UN secretary general make? 
 
The secretary general of the UN has not much power, and there is no money. But there is one 
thing that I have: a voice. It’s my duty to use that voice without any compromise, to tell the truth 
and to alert the international community to the dangers it faces. I have not the power to all of a 
sudden make everybody invest in renewables, but I have the duty to tell people that unless we 
accelerate the transition from fossil fuels to renewables, unless we drastically reduce emissions 
in the next decade, we will be facing dramatic problems that will impact on the whole of 
humankind. 
 
Have you any regrets about your 10 years in office? 
 
We should have done more in building powerful alliances outside the traditional political 
spectrum. We should be able to do more building those alliances [with grassroots organisations 
and subnational and local governments]. We have given too much importance to our dialogue 
with the top political decision-makers and not done enough in the mobilisation of society and 
establishing a stronger alliance with local authorities. 
 
Our democratic systems need to be modernised, and communication with the people, especially 
with young generations, needs to adapt to the new forms of communication [on the internet and 
social media]. 
 
Some people argue that capitalism is the underlying problem and we cannot solve the climate 
crisis without fixing that. Do you agree? 
A market economy can be a very good form of allocation and resources. If you call capitalism 
the market economy, the problem is not capitalism. But a market economy requires effective 
governance. And that governance must be made through regulations, and that governance 
must be within the monopoly of political power, democratically elected. 
 
So we can have a market economy – and I still believe it’s the best way to allocate resources, 
as planned economies didn’t prove to be effective – but we need to have regulatory frameworks 
established by politically democratic institutions. Unfortunately, in many circumstances we have 
seen regulatory bodies being controlled by private interests. We need to make sure that doesn’t 
happen. 
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But many of the biggest emitting countries, and countries with the biggest fossil fuel reserves, 
are autocracies. What can be done with them? 
I’m in favour of democracies everywhere, but even in non-democratic regimes [tackling the 
climate crisis] is important – and it’s important that [modern communications] technologies are 
not used to increase the authoritarian nature of those regimes. 
 
Are there any reasons to be hopeful? 
 
Clearly we are not doing enough. But they are developing renewable energy at enormous 
speeds. The crisis of the Gulf will accelerate that trend, because many of the emerging 
economies that are the biggest emitters are net importers of fossil fuels and they have a vested 
interest in developing renewables. 
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CCC IN THE NEWS: 
 
PHILIPPINE CANADIAN INQUIRER 
 
Philippines pushes easier local access to international climate funds 
 
MANILA — The Philippines is pushing for international climate financing to become more 
accessible to local governments and communities that carry out adaptation projects and face 
direct climate risks. 
 
Climate Change Commission Vice Chairperson and Executive Director Robert E.A. Borje raised 
the issue during the 30th meeting of the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate 
Change Adaptation Committee in Baku, Azerbaijan, where the committee discussed possible 
themes for its 2027 work on adaptation finance. 
 
Borje, who represents developing countries on the Adaptation Committee, backed local-level 
adaptation finance as a potential focus, saying the issue is not only how much financing is 
available but whether communities can actually access and use it. 
 
“For developing countries, the question is not only how much adaptation finance is available, but 
whether it can actually be accessed and used where climate risks are felt most,” Borje said, 
according to the Climate Change Commission. 
 
The proposed discussion would examine how international climate funds can reach local actors, 
what roles governments and other institutions should play, and countries’ experiences in 
addressing obstacles to financing. 
 
According to the CCC, local governments and communities in developing countries often carry 
out adaptation projects but may face institutional, technical, and financing constraints when 
seeking international support. 
 
For the Philippines, the issue comes as the government works to implement and localize its 
National Adaptation Plan, including efforts to help local governments develop climate-resilient 
projects and secure financing. 
 
Earlier this month, the CCC also convened the first steering committee meeting of its Adaptation 
Investment Platform, which is intended to turn national adaptation priorities into 
investment-ready projects and connect proponents with public, private and concessional 
financing. 
 
Borje said financing mechanisms should be evaluated based on whether they address actual 
barriers without creating additional requirements that make funds harder to access. 
 
“Innovation should serve implementation,” he said. 
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The UNFCCC Adaptation Committee has not yet simply adopted local-level finance as its sole 
2027 focus. At its September meeting, it considered the topic alongside other possible themes, 
including innovative adaptation finance, blended finance, regional platforms and stronger 
institutional coordination. The committee agreed that the scope of its 2027 dialogue could be 
further developed through a concept note. 
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SUNSTAR 
 
PH, UN experts work together to strengthen climate transparency and action 
 
MANILA — The Climate Change Commission (CCC) partnered with experts from the United 
Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) for a five-day assessment of the 
Philippines’ first Biennial Transparency Report (BTR1). The evaluation identified key 
opportunities to strengthen national climate reporting and better integrate climate data into 
policies, programs, and investments. 
 
The BTR is a comprehensive climate report that presents information on the Philippines’ 
progress in addressing climate change, including greenhouse gas emissions, mitigation actions, 
adaptation efforts, support, and other elements under the Paris Agreement’s Enhanced 
Transparency Framework. 
 
Through the CCC-led BTR1 process, international experts examined the information and 
methodologies presented in the report, raised questions, identified areas for improvement, and 
shared technical insights to strengthen the country’s future reporting and climate action. 
 
CCC Vice Chairperson and Executive Director Robert E.A. Borje emphasized that the review 
goes beyond improving the quality and credibility of the report. 
 
“This review not only allows us to identify gaps and areas for improvement. It also helps us 
understand what more needs to be done to support efficient climate action and adopt effective 
practices from other countries.” 
 
CCC Deputy Executive Director Atty. Romell Antonio O. Cuenca highlighted the value of the 
review as a learning opportunity for the Philippines. 
 
“This process helps us strengthen our systems, identify areas where we can do better, and 
ensure that our future reporting is even more robust. This information can guide better policies, 
investments, and programs that respond to the impacts of climate change felt by our 
communities, from protecting livelihoods and food security to strengthening resilience against 
extreme weather and other climate risks.” 
 
Cuenca further underscored that transparency must ultimately translate into meaningful climate 
action. 
 
“Transparency helps ensure that climate action remains grounded in the realities of our people 
and delivers meaningful results for the Filipino people.” 
 
The process strengthens coordination among government institutions to produce consistent, 
reliable, and useful climate information for decision-making. For the CCC, these efforts reinforce 
the systems that support climate reporting and inform national climate action. 
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By strengthening transparency, the Philippines can better understand what climate actions are 
working, where gaps remain, and where further support and investments are needed. 
 
These insights can help inform policies and programs that address climate risks, protect 
livelihoods and food security, and strengthen the resilience of communities across the country. 
 
The initiative supports the vision of President Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr. for a more transparent 
and climate-smart Philippines, where reliable climate information serves as a foundation for 
sound policy, strategic investment, and effective climate action. 
 
The five-day review featured detailed discussions, question-and-answer sessions, parallel 
technical sessions, and consultations between the UNFCCC expert review team and Philippine 
government agencies involved in climate reporting and action. 
 
The review brought together six technical experts from Türkiye, India and Australia, 
representatives from the United Nations, and key government agencies that contribute 
climate-related data and information. These included the Department of Agriculture, Department 
of Environment and Natural Resources, Department of Transportation, Department of Energy, 
Department of Economy, Planning and Development, and the Philippine Statistics Authority. 
 
The CCC continues to strengthen the country’s climate transparency mechanisms and 
coordination with government institutions and international partners to ensure that climate 
information translates into better decisions and more effective action for Filipinos. 
 
For more information on the CCC’s climate mainstreaming programs and partnerships, visit 
www.climate.gov.ph and www.facebook.com/CCCPhl. PR 
 

  =END= 
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