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Tropical depression outside PAR intensifies into tropical storm

What happens when El Nino meets climate change?

ADB cuts PH growth outlook on war, climate risks

El Nifo could cause 451,000 extra heat deaths — research

Why climate action now comes down to speed, finance and cooperation

CCC IN THE NEWS:
PH pushes local access to global adaptation finance
Voluntary pledges no longer enough to curb Philippine emissions, says CCC

Vice govs, staff get adaptation fund access tips

ABS CBN

By: Ariel Rojas

The tropical depression outside the Philippine area of responsibility intensified into a tropical
storm Wednesday evening, according to PAGASA.

PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER

ADB cuts PH growth outlook on war, climate risks
By: lan Nicolas P. Cigaral

The Asian Development Bank (ADB) trimmed its growth outlook for the Philippines, citing
heightened global uncertainties from a prolonged Middle East conflict and climate-related
shocks.

El Nifio could cause 451,000 extra heat deaths — research

This year’s powerful ElI Nifo weather pattern could lead to 451,000 additional heat-related
deaths worldwide through February as it turbocharges global temperatures, according to
projections published Wednesday.


https://www.abs-cbn.com/news/weather-traffic/2026/9/24/tropical-depression-outside-par-intensifies-into-tropical-storm-0031
https://business.inquirer.net/612457/adb-cuts-ph-growth-outlook-on-war-climate-risks
https://globalnation.inquirer.net/339191/el-nino-could-cause-451000-extra-heat-deaths-research

UN NEWS

Why climate action now comes down to speed, finance and cooperation

Just over a decade ago, the world was heading towards more than 4°C of warming over
pre-industrial levels. Climate action since the Paris Agreement has lowered that trajectory to
2.3°C if current national commitments are fully delivered.

CCC IN THE NEWS:
DAILY GUARDIAN

PH pushes local access to global adaptation finance

The Philippines is pushing for stronger local access to international adaptation finance as the
United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change Adaptation Committee considers
how future discussions can help climate funds reach communities facing the direct effects of a
warming planet.

MANILA STANDARD

The Climate Change Commission (CCC) said voluntary climate pledges are no longer sufficient
to curb the Philippines’ rising carbon footprint and called on corporate leaders to directly
reallocate capital and restructure physical assets. GeneralReference.
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Vi v ff ion fun i
By: Jonathan L. Mayuga

The Climate Change Commission (CCC) has given 33 vice governors and provincial legislative
staff members instruction on how to help local governments (LGU) develop risk-informed

proposals for the People’s Survival Fund (PSF).
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Tropical depression outside PAR intensifies into tropical storm
By: Ariel Rojas

The tropical depression outside the Philippine area of responsibility intensified into a tropical
storm Wednesday evening, according to PAGASA.

It was assigned the international name Surigae, which is a kind of eagle in Korea.
At 10 p.m., Tropical Storm Surigae was located 1,645 kilometers east of Northern Luzon.

It had maximum winds of 65 kilometers per hour with gustiness up to 80 kph. It was moving
west northwestward at 20 kph.

The tropical storm’s trough or extension will bring scattered rains over Eastern Visayas, Caraga,
Davao Oriental, Misamis Oriental, and Camiguin.

The weather disturbance may enter the PAR on Thursday morning, September 24, and will be
assigned the local name Queenie.

Queenie is expected to gradually intensify while moving northwestward over the Philippine.

It may reach typhoon strength while east of Taiwan on Sunday, September 27. Around this time,
stormy conditions may also be experienced over parts of Exteme Northern Luzon.

There is a bifurcation in the forecast track of the storm: (1) it may turn northward and exit the
PAR Tuesday next week, or (2) it may continue to moving northwestward and make landfall over
Taiwan.

“Base sa ating assessment ay hindi naman ito mag-e-enhance or magpapalakas ng Habagat
dito sa western sections ng Luzon at Visayas, unlike nitong mga nagdaang bagyo ng Hulyo at
Agosto,” weather forecaster Benison Estareja said during PAGASA's afternoon broadcast.

(Unlike the tropical cyclones in July and August, Queenie will not enhance the southwest
monsoon or Habagat over the western sections of Luzon and Visayas, based on our
assessment.)

However, Habagat may still affect the western sections of Southern Luzon, Visayas, and
Mindanao by weekend.


https://www.abs-cbn.com/news/weather-traffic/2026/9/24/tropical-depression-outside-par-intensifies-into-tropical-storm-0031
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ADB cuts PH growth outlook on war, climate risks
By: lan Nicolas P. Cigaral

The Asian Development Bank (ADB) trimmed its growth outlook for the Philippines, citing
heightened global uncertainties from a prolonged Middle East conflict and climate-related
shocks.

In its flagship Asian Development Outlook report published Wednesday, the ADB cut its 2026
growth estimate for the Philippines to 3.3 percent, from the prior forecast of 3.8 percent.

The bank also lowered its outlook for 2027, estimating the economy to expand 5.1 percent from
the previous projection of 5.3 percent.

“The economy continues to feel the impact of the Middle East conflict, but business indicators
point to expected improvements in economic activity, with the industry sector still looking to
expand next year,” said ADB Philippines Country Director Andrew Jeffries.

“For the Philippines to ride through the effects of external and domestic shocks in the near term,
timely government spending on planned investments, especially in the social sector and critical
infrastructure projects, will be important,” he added.


https://business.inquirer.net/612457/adb-cuts-ph-growth-outlook-on-war-climate-risks

El Nifo could cause 451.000 extra heat deaths — research

This year’s powerful El Nifio weather pattern could lead to 451,000 additional heat-related
deaths worldwide through February as it turbocharges global temperatures, according to
projections published Wednesday.

The warming phenomenon, which was declared in June and is due to peak later this year, is on
course to be the strongest on record, amplifying the effects of human-induced climate change.

Estimates by the Climate Impact Lab at the University of Chicago found that developing
countries would be hit hardest by the heat-related toll from June to February.

The Sahel region in Africa could have an additional 66,800 heat-related deaths compared with a
normal year, with nearly half of that number in Nigeria alone.

An additional 19,300 deaths are projected in Indonesia, and 19,400 in the Philippines, Vietnam,
Thailand and Cambodia.

The toll could reach 15,800 in India and 13,300 in Brazil.

The researchers projected that global land temperatures will be 1.2°C above normal in the
coming months, due in large part to El Nifio, leading to 44% more extremely hot days than in a
regular year.

For the projections, the Climate Impact Lab used research on the relationship between
temperature and excess mortality in 24,378 regions, taking local climate and vulnerability into
account.

They then combined those findings with long-range temperature forecasts to estimate excess
deaths that could result from EI Nifo compared with the 1996-2025 average.

Their method will be published in an upcoming peer-reviewed journal.

The report comes a day after the United Nations warned that El Nifio represents a significant
threat to global health.

The Climate Impact Lab researchers said their projections can help governments and
humanitarian organizations take preventive measures to protect people, including heat
warnings, cooling centers and hydration stations.

“This report allows decision-makers to see exactly where emergency actions can be taken now
to save tens of thousands of lives in the coming months,” said Climate Impact Lab co-founder
Michael Greenstone.


https://globalnation.inquirer.net/339191/el-nino-could-cause-451000-extra-heat-deaths-research
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Why climate action now comes down to speed. finance and cooperation

Just over a decade ago, the world was heading towards more than 4°C of warming over
pre-industrial levels. Climate action since the Paris Agreement has lowered that trajectory to
2.3°C if current national commitments are fully delivered.

The United Nations has been at the centre of those efforts, pushing for stronger national plans,
a faster transition to renewable energy and greater attention to adaptation, climate justice and
the financing needs of developing countries.

But progress to limit warming has come as the climate itself continues to heat up. The past 11
years have been the hottest on record, with heat, drought, floods, storms and wildfires taking a
growing toll on lives, economies and development.

And the world is still on course to exceed the 1.5°C threshold, at least temporarily.

Against that backdrop, the next phase of climate action is less about setting new promises than
delivering on those already made, while pushing ambition much further.

What is a 1.5°C overshoot?
The 1.5°C limit refers to the average rise in global temperature above pre-industrial levels over
decades. It is not determined by a single unusually hot year.

An overshoot means temperatures rise above that threshold for a period, reach a peak and, if
emissions are cut deeply enough, eventually begin to fall again.

But that decline is not guaranteed, it will depend on the choices governments make now and in
the years ahead.

Even if current national climate plans and additional net-zero pledges are fully implemented,
warming could still peak at around 1.8°C, according to a recent UN Environment Programme
report.

That difference may sound small, but it matters. The higher temperatures climb, and the longer
they stay there, the greater the risks.

“Every fraction of a degree will cost lives, destroy livelihoods, deepen inequality, and push
ecosystems closer to irreversible damage,” Secretary General Anténio Guterres has warned.


https://news.un.org/en/story/2026/09/1168382

Why does speed matter?

The pace of action matters because the gap between current plans and what the science
requires remains very large.

Countries responsible for nearly 90 per cent of global emissions have submitted updated
national climate plans, known as NDCs. But even if those plans are fully implement, they are
expected to reduce emissions by only around 10 per cent by 2035.

To keep the 1.5°C goal within reach, emissions would need to fall by roughly 60 per cent over
the same period.

Closing that gap means faster cuts in emissions, particularly methane and other short lived
climate pollutants, while halting deforestation and accelerating the shift from fossil fuels to
renewable energy.

Countries also need the infrastructure to support that shift, including modern electricity grids,
more storage and greater use of clean electricity in transport, heating and industry.

Moving faster can also strengthen energy security. Three out of four people live in countries that
import more fossil fuels than they export, leaving them vulnerable when conflict or other
disruptions affect global supplies and prices. Renewable energy can reduce that dependence.

As Guterres has put it, “there are no embargoes on sunshine and no price spikes for wind.”

Why is finance so important?
Not all countries have the same resources to make the shift to clean energy.

Developing countries often face much higher borrowing costs for renewable energy projects,
making investment in clean power, grids and storage harder even where the potential is
enormous.

The UN has repeatedly called for cheaper finance, reforms to multilateral development banks
and greater private investment in developing countries.

Finance also shapes who benefits from the transition. A just transition should help workers and
communities adapt to economic change, create decent jobs and give developing countries a
larger role in the growing clean-energy economy.

That includes the minerals needed for batteries and other technologies: Producing countries
should be able to capture more value from those resources rather than simply exporting raw

materials.

Why does adaptation matter ?



Cutting emissions is essential to limit future warming, but it cannot erase the climate impacts
that people are already experiencing today.

The recent floods and landslides in Nepal and China have again shown how exposed
communities and infrastructure are to extreme weather. A strong El Nifio expected to persist into
early 2027 could add to those risks in several regions, including the Greater Horn of Africa and
parts of Latin America and the Caribbean.

This is why adaptation is so important. In practice, it means helping people and countries cope
with the effects of climate change that can no longer be avoided.

In practice, this can include building stronger roads, homes and public services; supporting
more resilient agriculture and ecosystems; improving water management; and expanding
early-warning systems so communities have more time to prepare for floods, droughts, storms
and heatwaves.

Adaptation also needs more funding, especially for the countries and communities most
vulnerable to climate impacts and already dealing with climate-related loss and damage

Why do we need cooperation?
No country can tackle climate change entirely on its own.

Governments set their own climate policies, but many of the systems needed to make them
work cross borders, from energy markets and finance to technology and supply chains.
Greenhouse gas emissions do not stop at national borders either.

Cooperation can help countries speed up the renewable energy transition, strengthen resilience
and make finance easier to access.

That does not mean everyone has to move at the same pace. Some have more resources and
capacity, while others face much higher financial or technological barriers.

The challenge is to help more countries overcome those barriers and move faster, even as
geopolitical tensions currently make international cooperation harder.

Road to the General Assembly

Those priorities are at the centre of the Secretary General’s Climate Summit on 23 September
at UN Headquarters. Its objectives can be summed up in three phrases: accelerate the
transition, unlock finance and protect people.

The meeting will bring together governments, development banks, business, finance and civil
society to focus on practical barriers to implementation.



Also, as part of the Summit, Solutions Dialogues will take place during the week, focusing on
practical ways to accelerate action on energy, oceans, adaptation, methane, finance,
information integrity and green industrialization.

The focus is on turning existing commitments into action and on what can be done together to
accelerate delivery.



CCC IN THE NEWS:

DAILY GUARDIAN

PH pushes local access to global adaptation finance

The Philippines is pushing for stronger local access to international adaptation finance as the
United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change Adaptation Committee considers
how future discussions can help climate funds reach communities facing the direct effects of a
warming planet.

Climate Change Commission Vice Chairperson and Executive Director Robert E.A. Borje
supported local-level adaptation finance as a practical focus of the committee’s continuing work
on climate financing for developing countries.

The issue carries direct consequences for communities because adaptation projects — from
climate-resilient infrastructure and agriculture to disaster preparedness and water management
— are often implemented by local governments, yet financing can remain difficult to access
because of institutional, technical, and funding constraints.

Making international climate finance easier for local governments and communities to use could
help turn national climate policies into projects that reduce disaster risks, protect livelihoods and
public infrastructure, and strengthen basic services in areas increasingly exposed to climate
hazards.

The proposed theme would examine financing approaches, the roles of different stakeholders,
and country experiences in channeling international climate finance to local actors.

It was considered alongside possible themes on country and regional platforms, innovative
adaptation finance, blended finance, and stronger institutional coordination for accessing
adaptation funding.

“For developing countries, the question is not only how much adaptation finance is available, but
whether it can actually be accessed and used where climate risks are felt most. Local access
has to be practical, responsive and capable of supporting implementation,” Borje said.

Borje also stressed that discussions on local adaptation finance should consider financing
approaches and instruments that can address access problems without creating additional
complexity or barriers for developing countries and local actors.

“Innovation should serve implementation. Where appropriate, financing approaches that help

solve access constraints should be examined as part of the conversation on getting adaptation
finance to the local level,” Borje said.
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https://www.dailyguardian.com.ph/blog/ph-pushes-local-access-to-global-adaptation-finance

For the Philippines, easier access to financing is closely tied to efforts to localize the National
Adaptation Plan and strengthen the capacity of provinces, cities, and municipalities to develop,
fund, and carry out climate-responsive investments.

The country’s National Adaptation Plan covers 2023-2050 and identifies financing as a
continuing challenge to implementing adaptation measures.

The plan recognizes that local governments and communities play an important role in
adaptation but may face obstacles such as limited awareness of available financing facilities,
difficulties integrating adaptation into project development, and challenges in fund disbursement.

Improving local access to financing could therefore help translate national priorities into
investments and public services that protect communities, livelihoods, and infrastructure from
climate risks.

The Philippines also has a domestic financing mechanism for locally led adaptation through the
People’s Survival Fund, which was established under Republic Act No. 10174 for adaptation
projects proposed by local governments and accredited local or community organizations.

The fund has an annual allocation of at least PHP 1 billion and may be supplemented by
donations, grants, endowments, and other contributions.

The Climate Change Commission has also been developing an Adaptation Investment Platform
designed to connect National Adaptation Plan priorities with public, private, and concessional
financing.

As of Aug. 25, 2026, the platform’s initial pipeline included three projects in Negros Occidental
and lloilo, with PHP 59 million deployed and PHP 225 million identified for possible deployment
over the following 12 months.

At the international level, the debate reflects a broader problem confronting developing
countries: raising adaptation finance is only part of the challenge if funding mechanisms remain
difficult for local institutions to navigate or use.

The Adaptation Committee agreed that the scope of its future dialogue could be developed
further through the preparation and review of a concept note, providing room to examine ways
to strengthen local access and determine which financing approaches could support
implementation.

The UNFCCC'’s 30th Adaptation Committee meeting was held Sept. 14-17, 2026, in Baku,
Azerbaijan.

The Adaptation Committee holds thematic dialogues annually under its flexible workplan.
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Its 2026 dialogue focused on opportunities for accessing adaptation finance from the operating
entities of the UNFCCC Financial Mechanism, while the committee at its 30th meeting
considered possible themes for 2027, including local-level adaptation finance.

Borje represented the developing countries’ constituency in the Adaptation Committee and is
the first Filipino elected to the body since it was established in 2010.

The Philippines formally joined the Adaptation Committee for the first time in 2024 following
Borje’s appointment at the 28th Conference of the Parties.

The Climate Change Commission is the Philippine government’s lead policy-making body for

coordinating, monitoring, and evaluating climate change programs and action plans under
Republic Act No. 9729, or the Climate Change Act of 2009, as amended.
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MANILA STANDARD

Voluntary pledges no longer enough to curb Philippine emissions. says CCC
By: Alena Mae S. Flores

The Climate Change Commission (CCC) said voluntary climate pledges are no longer sufficient
to curb the Philippines’ rising carbon footprint and called on corporate leaders to directly
reallocate capital and restructure physical assets. GeneralReference

CCC Vice Chairperson and Executive Director Robert Borje made the statement before
business executives at the Net Zero Carbon Alliance forum, noting that national absolute carbon
emissions continue to move in the wrong direction despite corporate sustainability targets.

“Voluntary action is real, and several companies have achieved measurable reductions... But it
is not yet at the scale we need,” Borje said.

“Nobody decarbonizes by accident. It requires robust data, deliberate design and difficult
investment decisions,” he said.

Four major privatized sectors — energy generation, transport, industrial processes and
manufacturing and construction — account for 130 million metric tons, or 57 percent of total
national emissions excluding land use, the CCC said.

A review of 137 listed Philippine companies found that while corporate carbon efficiency, or
emissions intensity per revenue, improved in some instances, absolute tonnage grew as
companies expanded operations. GeneralReference

Overall fossil carbon dioxide emissions in the Philippines have risen 25 percent since 2021,
tracking the country’s 20 percent economic growth over the same period.

“Some companies have bent their curve on their own initiative and they deserve credit,” Borje
said.

He said some companies reported rising absolute emissions during the period in which they set
targets, suggesting that setting a target and achieving an absolute reduction are not yet the
same thing.

Falling technology costs, including an 89 percent drop in solar power costs since 2010, and
supportive policies such as the Green Energy Option Program have not yet bent the national
emissions curve, Borje said.

To translate corporate ambitions into tangible reductions, the CCC outlined key policy

frameworks currently advancing in government. These include the proposed Low Carbon
Economy Investment Act, which would set internal investment requirements and sectoral
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baselines for major enterprise emitters; an Article 6 carbon market architecture for international
carbon credit trading; standardized reporting protocols for corporate emissions; and tailored
sectoral decarbonization pathways for major industries.

“The commission will collaborate with line agencies to build the accounting architecture,
registration tracking and governance rules required for international carbon market
engagement,” Borje said.

“This includes formal authorization procedures, corresponding adjustments, transparent registry
systems, robust safeguards against double counting and alignment with our NDC goals,” he
said.

He said that without standardized greenhouse gas measurement and reporting protocols,
emissions performance cannot be accurately evaluated or compared across sectors.

Borje also countered the perception that decarbonization undermines shareholder value, citing
data from listed companies showing that firms setting climate targets maintained a median profit
margin of 12.5 percent, compared with 8.9 percent for those without targets.

“The real question is not whether transition carries costs,” Borje said.

“The question is whether those costs should be anticipated and invested in, or whether

companies should run the risk of holding stranded assets, absorbing volatile energy prices and
losing their competitiveness,” he said.
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Vice govs. staff get adaptation fund access tips
By: Jonathan L. Mayuga

The Climate Change Commission (CCC) has given 33 vice governors and provincial legislative
staff members instruction on how to help local governments (LGU) develop risk-informed
proposals for the People’s Survival Fund (PSF).

CCC Deputy Executive Director Romell Antonio O. Cuenca briefed the provincial officials and
employees during the Legislative Excellence and Development (LEAD) Program of the League
of Vice Governors of the Philippines.

The LEAD Program, administered by the Development Academy of the Philippines, is a
14-session legislative capacity-building program running from August to November.

The CCC session emphasized the work LGUs must undertake before preparing a PSF concept
note or full proposal—including identifying their actual climate risks, determining which
communities and sectors are most exposed, and establishing a credible basis for the proposed
intervention.

“Accessing the People’s Survival Fund begins well before an LGU writes its proposal. It begins
with understanding the specific climate risks confronting its communities and identifying the
intervention that can reduce those risks,” Cuenca said.

The presentation covered the PSF submission, evaluation, appraisal and Board approval
processes. Participants were also provided with 16 links to climate and geospatial information
sources that their technical teams can use to strengthen the data and analysis supporting their
proposals.

Participants’ questions centered on the application process and the preparations required of
LGUs. The recorded session will be uploaded to the program’s online learning platform for
officials and staff who were unable to participate live.

CCC Vice Chairperson and Executive Director Robert E.A. Borje said provincial legislative
bodies can play an important role in helping translate local climate priorities into properly
designed and supported adaptation investments.

“Local access to climate finance is not merely a question of completing forms. A sound proposal
must connect the risk identified, the people and systems exposed, the intervention proposed
and the resilience result expected,” Borje said.

“Vice governors and provincial boards can help create the enabling conditions for this work by

supporting climate-risk assessments, strengthening local plans and investment programs,
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allocating resources for proposal development, and encouraging coordination among provincial,
city and municipal governments,” he added.

Established under Republic Act 10174, the PSF provides long-term financing for adaptation
programs and projects of LGUs and accredited local and community organizations. It
supplements annual government appropriations for climate change programs and supports
measures responding to climate-related risks and vulnerabilities.

The CCC continues to provide policy guidance, technical assistance and capacity development
to help LGUs formulate science- and risk-based adaptation programs aligned with the National

Climate Change Action Plan and the National Adaptation Plan 2023—-2050.
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