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Senator calls for stronger climate resilience policies

SENATOR Lorna Regina “Loren” B. Legarda on Thursday said the Philippine government must
implement stronger climate resilience and long-term disaster preparedness policies.

DAILY TRIBUNE

DILG: Over 1K LGUs integrate disaster, climate resilience measures in local plans
By: Jing Villamente

More than 1,000 local government units (LGUs) have integrated disaster risk reduction and
climate change adaptation measures into their local development plans, strengthening the
capacity of communities to prepare for and respond to disasters and climate-related risks.


https://bworldonline.com/the-nation/2026/09/24/781341/senator-calls-for-stronger-climate-resilience-policies/
https://tribune.net.ph/2026/09/22/dilg-over-1k-lgus-integrate-disaster-climate-resilience-measures-in-local-plans
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Lanao Norte LGU gets DOST training to ensure accurate weighing scales. fuel pumps in
markets and gas stations

TUBOD, Lanao del Norte — Tubod consumers can now be assured they are receiving what
they paid for, as the Department of Science and Technology trained several personnel from
Lanao del Norte local government to calibrate weighing instruments through the Regional
Metrology Laboratory.

PHILIPPINE NEWS AGENCY

PH: Environmental commitments need funding, technology
By: Marita Moaje

MANILA — The Philippines has called for environmental commitments to be backed by
financing, technology, and capacity-building support, particularly for developing countries being
asked to do more despite limited access to resources.

PH. NZ inl boost worl i : I :

By: Joyce Ann L. Rocamora

MANILA — The Philippines and New Zealand have signed a new cooperation agreement on
climate change and environmental protection, the Department of Foreign Affairs (DFA) said on
Wednesday.

Storm's trough to drench parts of PH Thursday
By: Ma. Cristina Arayata

MANILA — The trough of Tropical Storm Surigae outside the Philippine Area of Responsibility
(PAR) will cause rains over some areas, the weather bureau said on Thursday.

THE GUARDIAN
‘Eat the rich, save the planet’: climate protesters call out big tech’s disconnect from

reality
By: Lex McMenamin

On Monday evening, protesters gathered outside the unmarked Manhattan offices of OpenAl,
maker of ChatGPT, holding signs calling to “Eat the rich, save the planet’. Over the next two
days, groups also picketed outside the offices of fellow tech giants Google and Amazon; other
protesters, including clergy, were arrested while disrupting a closed-door Al health summit in the
city. Tonight, protesters will target a Brooklyn gas power plant that was set to close — until it was
purchased to power Al datacenters.


https://pia.gov.ph/press-release/lanao-norte-lgu-gets-dost-training-to-ensure-accurate-weighing-scales-fuel-pumps-in-markets-and-gas-stations/
https://pia.gov.ph/press-release/lanao-norte-lgu-gets-dost-training-to-ensure-accurate-weighing-scales-fuel-pumps-in-markets-and-gas-stations/
https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1284788
https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1284807
https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1284731
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2026/sep/24/climate-protesters-ai
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2026/sep/24/climate-protesters-ai
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Outgoing UN chief makes final climate push

UNITED NATIONS — Outgoing UN chief Antonio Guterres on Wednesday hailed the
“‘unstoppable” rise of renewable energy and urged countries to develop firm plans to quit fossil
fuels in his final climate meeting at the world organization’s New York headquarters.

VATICAN NEWS

P : Clim risi
By: Antonella Palermo

On the occasion of the Plenary Session of the Pontifical Academy of Sciences, Pope Leo
receives its members in the Clementine Hall of the Vatican and urges that scientific and
technological progress be accompanied by “a corresponding growth in responsibility”,
particularly in light of increasingly frequent climate shocks.

CCC IN THE NEWS:

DAILY GUARDIAN

CCC pushes ridge-to-reef action beyond coastal cleanups

MANILA — The Climate Change Commission said coastal cleanups must lead to sustained
action against waste pollution from upland communities to the sea, following a nationwide
cleanup that mobilized more than 100,000 volunteers.

DAILY TRIBUNE

nakuha an ng Kamar. r mas malakas na program klim
Nakuha ng Climate Change Commission (CCC) ang patuloy na suporta ng House of
Representatives sa ginanap na talakayan para sa badyet. Layunin nitong mas palakasin ang

pamamahala sa klima, paunlarin ang kakayahan ng mga komunidad, at mapadali ang pagkuha
ng pondo para sa mga programang pangklima.


https://www.manilatimes.net/2026/09/25/world/americas-emea/outgoing-un-chief-makes-final-climate-push/2432138
https://www.vaticannews.va/en/pope/news/2026-09/pope-climate-crisis-not-only-environmental-challenge-but-justice.html
https://www.dailyguardian.com.ph/blog/ccc-pushes-ridge-to-reef-action-beyond-coastal-cleanups
https://tribune.net.ph/2026/09/23/ccc-nakuha-ang-suporta-ng-kamara-para-sa-mas-malakas-na-programa-sa-klima
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CCC gains House support for stronger climate programs, institutional capacity

MANILA, Philippines — The Climate Change Commission (CCC) secured continued support
during House of Representatives budget deliberations for its efforts to further strengthen climate
governance, build local capacities, and improve access to climate finance, as the Commission
advances translation of climate policies and investments into concrete action for communities.

Information and Knowledge Management Division


https://pia.gov.ph/press-release/ccc-gains-house-support-for-stronger-climate-programs-institutional-capacity/
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Senator calls for stronger climate resilience policies

SENATOR Lorna Regina “Loren” B. Legarda on Thursday said the Philippine government must
implement stronger climate resilience and long-term disaster preparedness policies.

In a statement, Ms. Legarda called on the government to implement four legal reforms
addressing climate change: identify climate vulnerability through science-based instruments,
expedite emergency funds with strong climate finance laws, support climate action in local
government units, and accelerate low-carbon development.

To ensure these reforms are permanently implemented, Ms. Legarda said she will continue
advocating for climate action bills she filed in the Senate. She mentioned two bills pending
Senate approval.

These include Senate Bill (SB) No. 166, or the Low Carbon Economy Act, which establishes a
carbon emissions trading system to achieve national climate targets; and SB No. 306, the
Philippine Circular Economy Promotion Act, that creates a framework where resources are
used, repaired, and recycled to eliminate waste.

She said warnings from the United Nations Environment Programme that global warming will
exceed 1.5°C intensify the need for proactive climate change measures.

“Although the Philippines contributes only about 0.51% to global greenhouse gas emissions, the
country is among those severely experiencing the damages caused by climate change,” she
said. — Francessca S. Abalos


https://bworldonline.com/the-nation/2026/09/24/781341/senator-calls-for-stronger-climate-resilience-policies/
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DILG: Over 1K LGUs integrate disaster, climate resilience measures in local plans
By: Jing Villamente

More than 1,000 local government units (LGUs) have integrated disaster risk reduction and
climate change adaptation measures into their local development plans, strengthening the
capacity of communities to prepare for and respond to disasters and climate-related risks.

The Department of the Interior and Local Government (DILG) said 1,027 cities and
municipalities have fully or partially incorporated disaster and climate resilience initiatives into
their Comprehensive Development Plans (CDPs).

The initiative is in line with President Ferdinand Marcos Jr.’s directive to strengthen LGU
resilience through capacity-building, improved access to financing, and the identification of
critical resources needed by communities.

The DILG stressed that disaster preparedness must begin long before a calamity strikes.By
mainstreaming disaster risk reduction and climate change adaptation (DRR-CCA) into CDPs
and Local Development Investment Programs (LDIPs), LGUs can identify local risks and
vulnerabilities and translate these into concrete programs, investments, and interventions.

The Department continues to provide policy guidance and technical assistance to LGUs in
developing and updating risk-sensitive CDPs and LDIPs that address natural and biological
hazards.

Of the 1,348 cities and municipalities with active CDPs, the DILG has assessed 1,299 where
1,027 were found to be fully or partially risk-informed, and 272 were assessed as not yet
risk-informed.To close these gaps, the DILG continues to provide targeted technical assistance
to LGUs that have yet to meet CDP requirements, alongside interventions undertaken with
development partners.

The Department is also pushing for the continued integration of Operation LISTO, particularly in
disaster-prone communities, to institutionalize anticipatory action and strengthen LGU
preparedness before, during, and after disasters.Complementing these efforts is the continued
expansion of the Unified 911 emergency response system, strengthening the government’s
capacity to respond quickly and effectively during emergencies and disasters.

Six Unified 911 Command Centers are being established to serve the 18 high-risk provinces
identified under the National Adaptation Plan of the Philippines 2023-2050.

The DILG said resilience must ultimately be felt at the community level, where preparedness
can mean the difference between lives saved and lives lost. The Department remains committed


https://tribune.net.ph/2026/09/22/dilg-over-1k-lgus-integrate-disaster-climate-resilience-measures-in-local-plans

to equipping LGUs with the plans, systems, and capabilities they need to protect their
communities and build safer, more adaptive, and more resilient localities.
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Lanao Norte LGU gets DOST training to ensure accurate weighing scales. fuel pumps in
markets and gas stations

TUBOD, Lanao del Norte — Tubod consumers can now be assured they are receiving what
they paid for, as the Department of Science and Technology trained several personnel from
Lanao del Norte local government to calibrate weighing instruments through the Regional
Metrology Laboratory.

DOST Northern Mindanao Regional Metrology Laboratory (DOST-NM RML) facilitated the
training and served as resource persons to several participants from the municipal treasurers’
offices—the unit tasked in inspecting weights and measures used in public markets and
verifying fuel dispensing pumps in gasoline stations within their jurisdictions. The training
provided a basic lecture on the metrology principles and the proper verification and calibration
procedures.

The activity was designed as a refresher course to update the participants’ existing knowledge
and skills.

LGUs have regulatory and enforcement authority over the verification of weights and measures
used in commercial transactions in their localities to prevent inaccuracy in weighing scales and
improper calibration of fuel pumps that may result in consumers paying for more than what they
actually received.

Properly verified measuring instruments help ensure the public of fair trade both for consumers
and businesses. It also strengthens the capacity of LGUs to protect consumer interest against
unfair trade practices.

The initiative also demonstrated cooperation among government offices that benefits the public.
Interested parties may reach out or visit the DOST Northern Mindanao official website at

www.region10.dost.gov.ph or through its official Facebook page to avail of this training and other
capacity-building initiatives within Northern Mindanao.


https://pia.gov.ph/press-release/lanao-norte-lgu-gets-dost-training-to-ensure-accurate-weighing-scales-fuel-pumps-in-markets-and-gas-stations/
https://pia.gov.ph/press-release/lanao-norte-lgu-gets-dost-training-to-ensure-accurate-weighing-scales-fuel-pumps-in-markets-and-gas-stations/
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PH: Environmental commitments need funding. technology
By: Marita Moaje

MANILA — The Philippines has called for environmental commitments to be backed by
financing, technology, and capacity-building support, particularly for developing countries being
asked to do more despite limited access to resources.

Department of Environment and Natural Resources Secretary Juan Miguel “Mitch” Cuna made
the call at the High-Level Political Dialogue on “Renewing Environmental Multilateralism” during
the 81st United Nations General Assembly (UNGA) in New York on Wednesday.

Delivering his statement, Cuna stressed that global environmental agreements must translate
into practical action on the ground.

“Consensus is hard to achieve, negotiations are becoming more complex, and countries are
expected to implement a growing number of commitments regarding climate change,
biodiversity, pollution, and other environmental issues,” he said.

“For many developing countries, these demands are not matched by comparable access to
finance, technology, and capacity building,” he added.

Noting that fragmentation remains a practical problem for many developing countries with
closely related environmental issues being addressed through separate institutions, reporting
systems, and financing mechanisms, Cuna emphasized that efforts should focus not only on
new commitments, but on making the existing system easier to implement.

He explained that doing this would reduce duplication, improve coordination, and direct more
resources toward delivery at the national level.

Noting that the International Court of Justice advisory opinion on climate change provides
greater clarity regarding the obligations of states under international law, he said “legal clarity
must be matched by the means to implement those obligations”.

Cuna also noted the importance of access to finance, technology and institutional capacity,
especially for developing countries, towards effective implementation.

“For the Philippines, an effective treaty must be ambitious but implementable, taking into
account national circumstances and capabilities, and provide adequate finance, technology
transfer and capacity building, particularly for developing countries,” he said.


https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1284788

Cuna also called for better coordination among environmental agreements, saying climate
change, biodiversity loss, pollution, land degradation, water stress and marine ecosystem
pressures increasingly overlap.

He proposed compatible reporting systems, shared scientific information, coordinated technical
assistance and better-aligned financing to reduce the burden on countries while preserving the
mandates of existing agreements.

Cuna also highlighted the need for greater cooperation against environmental problems that

cross borders, including transboundary pollution and threats to marine ecosystems and
biodiversity corridors. (PNA)
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PH., NZ ink pact to boost work on climate, environmental protection
By: Joyce Ann L. Rocamora

MANILA — The Philippines and New Zealand have signed a new cooperation agreement on
climate change and environmental protection, the Department of Foreign Affairs (DFA) said on
Wednesday.

The memorandum of arrangement (MOA), signed in Wellington on Sept. 17, establishes a
framework allowing the two countries to explore potential opportunities for future projects while
facilitating the exchange of knowledge and expertise.

The DFA said the MOA marks an important step in strengthening bilateral cooperation between
the Philippines and New Zealand on the environment and builds on their longstanding friendship
and growing partnership.

Potential collaboration, it said, could cover programs under Article 6 of the Paris Agreement and
matters of mutual interest relating to nature markets, including climate mitigation, adaptation,
biodiversity conservation and sustainable development.

Philippine Ambassador to New Zealand Kira Christianne Azucena witnessed the signing of the
deal by New Zealand Minister for Climate Change Hon. Simon Watts at the New Zealand
Parliament.

The MOA was signed as the two states celebrate 60 years of diplomatic relations this year and

follows the elevation of their relations to a Comprehensive Partnership after New Zealand
Foreign Minister Winston Peters visited the Philippines in July 2026. (PNA)
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Storm's trough to drench parts of PH Thursday
By: Ma. Cristina Arayata

MANILA — The trough of Tropical Storm Surigae outside the Philippine Area of Responsibility
(PAR) will cause rains over some areas, the weather bureau said on Thursday.

The Philippine Atmospheric, Geophysical and Astronomical Services Administration (PAGASA)
said Surigae was located 1,500 kilometers east of northern Luzon as of 3 a.m. It will be given

the local name Queenie once it enters the PAR.

Scattered rains and thunderstorms due to Surigae's trough will prevail across Biliran, Leyte,
Southern Leyte, Dinagat Islands, Surigao del Norte, and Surigao del Sur.

Moderate to heavy rains in those areas could result in flash floods or landslides.

Surigae's trough will also cause isolated rainshowers or thunderstorms across Bicol Region and
the rest of Eastern Visayas.

The rest of the country will experience isolated rain showers due to localized thunderstorms.
Severe thunderstorms could also result in flash floods or landslides, PAGASA warned.

Meanwhile, light to moderate winds and slight to moderate seas will prevail throughout the
archipelago, PAGASA said. (PNA)
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‘Eat the rich, save the planet’: climate protesters call out big tech’s disconnect from

reality
By: Lex McMenamin

On Monday evening, protesters gathered outside the unmarked Manhattan offices of OpenAl,
maker of ChatGPT, holding signs calling to “Eat the rich, save the planet”. Over the next two
days, groups also picketed outside the offices of fellow tech giants Google and Amazon; other
protesters, including clergy, were arrested while disrupting a closed-door Al health summit in the
city. Tonight, protesters will target a Brooklyn gas power plant that was set to close — until it was
purchased to power Al datacenters.

The protests come on the heels of an Anthropic employee quitting his job with a warning that
intensified an already-growing Al panic: “The people building Al earnestly believe that it could
kill us all by the end of the decade.”

Though it was far from the first time an Al expert had issued a doomsday message about the
threat the tech poses, this time it dominated public attention, arriving as trust in big tech has hit
an all-time low and communities across the country are trying to stop the building of
datacenters. From 2024 to 2026, at least $64bn in proposed datacenter buildout was blocked by
local organizing. Today, bans have been passed in at least 18 states at the local or county level,
and New York passed a statewide moratorium this summer.

“They are claiming that they have the power to end humanity, but at the same time can’t get Al
to do a lot of major things that they’re pushing for,” said Jonathan Westin of Climate Defenders
and the Stop Funding Billionaires campaign, which organized the “unplug Al” week of action.

Like Westin, many of the protesters at the anti-Al protests this week were part of climate
organizations, in town for New York’s climate week, a global gathering of elected officials, policy
experts and advocates timed to the meeting of the United Nations general assembly.
Datacenters require significant amounts of water to function and an immense amount of energy
to power, often using fossil fuels, bringing pollution into communities. Organizers are calling for
more datacenter moratoriums and stronger commitments to protect water access and to block
fossil fuels. They say tech companies’ greed is the real threat to the environment.

Even Wall Street has warned the Al boom could cause another economic bubble to burst — one
that, protesters say, will be carried on the backs of working Americans. “Regular people
shouldn’t be left holding the bag for a bunch of billionaires and trillionaires to play Monopoly with
our economy,” Westin said.

Other groups at this week’s protests, like the anti-war organization Code Pink, called attention to
how many big tech corporations work with the US military: the US has used tech made by
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Palantir, xAl and Anthropic to establish targets and rain down bombs in the war in Iran — all with
far-from-perfect accuracy.

Alex Hanna, director of research at the Dair Institute, an Al research organization centering
communities facing environmental damage and extraction from Al, said the doomsday
prophesying from tech companies and former employees are a distraction amid “the climate and
ecological crisis, the rising fascism that is borne out of climate politics, the making of climate
refugees, and the growing inability of people just to get by from day to day. It's such a
disconnect from what seems to be actually happening.”

Some protesters outside the OpenAl offices Monday had traveled from New Mexico, where a
planned datacenter threatens the already-sapped Rio Grande and a community facing a
20-year drought. Oracle’s Project Jupiter, which is contracted to OpenAl, was pitched as a job
creator for the community, but organizers say the companies aren’t talking about how it would
drain the area’s limited water resources.

“There’s just so much misinformation that's being sold, not only to the elected [officials], but to
the community, and | think it's really a disservice to the people of New Mexico for these
companies to come in and just basically lie about what they’re going to do and how these
projects are going to benefit communities,” said Daisy Maldonado, a resident of Dofa Ana
county, the planned site of the datacenter.

At an Al sustainability conference elsewhere in the city on Tuesday, five protesters were
arrested for disrupting a keynote on using Al to solve the energy grid crisis. Activists called out
the conference framing as “greenwashing”, or using misleading descriptions to brand something
as eco-friendly or less harmful. “We do not want to greenwash these datacenters that are being
built,” said Adrosto de Silva, who also traveled from New Mexico to the OpenAl protest. “There
is no way that you can do harm reduction in any sort of datacenter whatsoever.”

At Monday’s protest, attendees — including the Tennessee state representative Justin Jones,
who dropped in while in town for climate week — emphasized that many of these fights are
happening in communities of color and poor communities, where the companies thought they
wouldn’t face local backlash.

“This building behind me is a danger to humankind,” said Jones, gesturing at the OpenAl

offices. “The confluence of this techno oligarchy is a threat to us all. I'm here because if they
come for one of us, they’re coming for all of us.”
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Outgoing UN chief makes final climate push

UNITED NATIONS — Outgoing UN chief Antonio Guterres on Wednesday hailed the
“‘unstoppable” rise of renewable energy and urged countries to develop firm plans to quit fossil
fuels in his final climate meeting at the world organization’s New York headquarters.

Speaking a day after denouncing “Big Qil” for treating the atmosphere like an “open sewer,” the
77-year-old secretary-general used his opening speech to sound a note of hope.

‘Renewables are the cheapest, fastest and most secure source of new electricity almost
everywhere,” he said. “Clean energy has gone from alternative to unstoppable.” He called on
countries to lift their emissions cutting targets and release concrete plans to quit fossil fuels — a
cause given a boost by Germany, Europe’s biggest economy, which issued its road map hours
before Guterres’ swansong address as a summit convener.

Germany is the third country to do so, after France and the Netherlands.

“We are the first generation with the tools to end the fossil fuel age — and the last who can avert
climate catastrophe,” Guterres concluded.

The former Portuguese prime minister made climate change a defining issue of his nine-year
tenure that ends on Dec. 31, and was hailed by Rachel Cleetus of the nonprofit Union of
Concerned Scientists as “an extraordinary climate champion,” for consistently elevating the
voices of the most vulnerable.

Turkey tempers expectations

Guterres’ remarks at the “High-level Event on Climate Action and the Just Transition” were
followed by Australian Prime Minister Anthony Albanese and Turkish President Recep Tayyip
Erdogan.

The two countries are co-hosting COP31 climate talks in Antalya in November in an unusual
arrangement, with Australia running the talks but Turkey holding the event and rallying support

for voluntary pledges.

“Action is not optional,” said Albanese, touting the fact that during the height of the last
Australian summer, half of the power for the grid came from renewables.

Yet, his climate change and energy minister Chris Bowen is traveling to India and Saudi Arabia
this week for talks on strengthening Australia’s oil supplies.

Erdogan followed and appeared to temper expectations about the degree of ambition at COP31,
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“Any proposal that fails to reconcile our climate objectives with social and economic realities will
be doomed to fail,” he said.

Emissions cuts, financing, electrification
Guterres asked leaders to accelerate the greening of their economies and mobilize climate
financing for developing countries, and said life-saving early warning systems must extend to

every person on Earth by 2027.

Momentum is also gathering for electrification: switching combustion-based systems, like in
heating and vehicles, to electricity.

Turkey has advanced a “35x35” target to increase electricity’s share of global energy

consumption to 35 percent by 2035. However, it has not specified that the electricity should be
generated by renewables, which is key to tackling climate change.

16



VATICAN NEWS

Pope: Climate crisis is not just an environmental challenge, but a matter of justice
By: Antonella Palermo

On the occasion of the Plenary Session of the Pontifical Academy of Sciences, Pope Leo
receives its members in the Clementine Hall of the Vatican and urges that scientific and
technological progress be accompanied by “a corresponding growth in responsibility”,
particularly in light of increasingly frequent climate shocks.

Scientific cooperation is a public good at the service of peace. With this conviction, which is also
a hope for the future, Pope Leo XIV addressed around 140 members of the Pontifical Academy
of Sciences in the Clementine Hall of the Apostolic Palace. The members are meeting for two
days—September 24 and 25—at the Casina Pio IV in the Vatican for the Plenary Session with
the theme “The Future of Science in a Changing World,” which was preceded by a two-day
workshop on “Evolution and Development.”

Ambition and humility, rigor and dialogue, innovation and responsibility—these are the principles
that must inspire research and global technological advancement.

Recognizing the risks of technological progress

The starting point of the Pope’s address this morning, September 24, was one he has
repeatedly emphasized in his encyclical Magnifica humanitas. He cited several passages to
highlight both the enormous potential of technology in healthcare, food production, and the
pursuit of knowledge about the universe, and, on the other hand, its still-uncertain impact on
humanity’s future.

“Artificial intelligence can be wused for surveillance, manipulation and discrimination.
Sophisticated cyber capabilities and autonomous weapons may, when developed or deployed
without adequate safeguards and human oversight, introduce new dangers to security and
international peace. Moreover, “current Al systems require enormous amounts of energy and
water, significantly influencing carbon dioxide emissions, and place heavy demands on natural
resources.”

Climate, justice, and human dignity
“The greater our power to transform the world,” the Pope said, “the greater must be our capacity

to discern what truly serves God-given human dignity.”

“Scientific and technological advancement must therefore be accompanied by a corresponding
growth in responsibility.”

According to Pope Leo, this warning must guide the discernment of those called to make
decisions concerning the damage caused by natural disasters, which are striking entire
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populations with increasing frequency and intensity and, as he once again emphasized, are
hitting the poor hardest.

This is a reality already repeatedly highlighted by his predecessor Pope Francis in Laudato si'.
From that document, Pope Leo draws on the central and indispensable concept of
interdependence among countries and disciplines, but above all on the conviction that “justice”
should be the catalyst for every decision made by the community. He made this clear in the
following passage:

“It follows that the climate question is not merely an environmental challenge, it is fundamentally
a question of justice, human dignity and solidarity between peoples and generations. We cannot
respond to these challenges only after disaster has already struck. We need to move from
emergency response to prevention, from vulnerability to preparedness, and from short-term
measures to a wise and far-sighted vision for humanity. This calls for a responsible and
discerning approach to science that builds resilience.”

Interdisciplinary cooperation and solidarity among peoples

Alongside his praise for all the work carried out by the Pontifical Academy of Sciences over the
past two years, in collaboration with the Pontifical Academy of Social Sciences, in organizing
the Summits on climate resilience, Pope Leo concluded by encouraging continued efforts
toward full interaction among scientists, young people, public authorities, representatives of civil
society, and members of different religious traditions.

“The challenges of a changing climate,” he explained, “cross every boundary between
disciplines, institutions and nations; our response must therefore cross them as well.”

“It is my prayer that you will foster a scientific culture that is ambitious yet humble, rigorous yet
open to dialogue, innovative yet responsible, globally cooperative yet inclusive of those most at
risk and most in need. In this way, scientific collaboration, as a public good in service of peace,
can remain focused on safeguarding God-given human dignity, promoting the common good
and caring for creation.”
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CCC IN THE NEWS:

DAILY GUARDIAN

CCC pushes ridge-to-reef action beyond coastal cleanups

MANILA — The Climate Change Commission said coastal cleanups must lead to sustained
action against waste pollution from upland communities to the sea, following a nationwide
cleanup that mobilized more than 100,000 volunteers.

The CCC commended the Department of Environment and Natural Resources, local
government units, participating agencies, businesses, schools, civic organizations and
volunteers for joining this year’s International Coastal Cleanup Day.

According to the DENR, more than 100,000 volunteers joined cleanup activities at 369 coastal,

river, waterway and underwater sites nationwide on Sept. 19, collecting more than 46 tons of
waste.

“This nationwide effort shows what Filipinos can accomplish when the government, communities
and businesses work together,” CCC Vice Chairperson and Executive Director Robert E.A.

Borje said.

“We thank the DENR for leading and sustaining this national mobilization, and every volunteer
and partner who gave time and effort to protect our waterways and coastlines.”

The CCC also underscored the role of the Department of the Interior and Local Government in
working with provinces, cities, municipalities and barangays to turn public participation into
stronger and more consistent local solid waste management.

Borje said the value of the cleanup must extend beyond the waste collected during a single day.

“A successful cleanup should leave more than a clean shoreline.”

“It should tell us what kinds of waste are reaching our waters, where they are coming from, and
which policies, services and behaviors must change,” he said.

The DENR reported that waste collected during the cleanup was weighed, sorted and recorded
by type.

The information can help identify marine litter patterns and guide waste management
interventions in areas where they are most needed.
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The practice of recording collected trash has long been part of International Coastal Cleanup
activities, with the resulting data intended to help governments and other sectors identify
sources of marine debris and develop responses.

The CCC said the data-driven approach supports President Ferdinand Marcos Jr.’s call for
government to shift from reactive and proactive responses toward predictive governance.

In his 2026 State of the Nation Address, Marcos declared, “We have moved on from the reactive
approach.”

“‘Now, we are not only proactive, but predictive as well, aided by digital tools.”

“Applied to waste management, predictive governance means using what we collect and learn
today to prevent the same garbage from reaching our rivers and coastlines tomorrow,” Borje
said.

“Prediction has value when it changes a decision.”

“That's how we produce and consume, how waste is collected, where interventions are
positioned, and how responsibilities are enforced.”

The CCC also recognized private-sector initiatives that link coastal protection with broader
ecosystem restoration.

In Balamban, Cebu, the municipal government led coastal cleanup activities alongside the
launch of CarbonPH, a restoration partnership between the Aboitiz Foundation and GCash
GForest.

The five-year partnership aims to grow 1 million trees and help restore 1,200 hectares in
Balamban, connecting upland restoration with river, community and coastal ecosystem

protection.

“The Balamban initiative demonstrates why climate and ecosystem action must be
ridge-to-reef,” Borje said.

“What happens in the uplands eventually affects our rivers and coasts.”

“Restoration, waste management, livelihoods and community participation must therefore be
planned as parts of one connected system.”

The CCC said coastal cleanups must be supported by waste reduction, segregation at source,

dependable collection, functioning materials recovery facilities, recycling and composting,
producer responsibility, and effective enforcement of national and local policies.
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Cleanup data can help the DENR, DILG and LGUs identify waste leakage hotspots, improve
collection routes and schedules, strengthen barangay-level systems, and position interventions
along drainage channels and rivers before garbage reaches the sea.

Businesses must also reduce unnecessary packaging and redesign products to minimize waste,
while enterprises covered by the Extended Producer Responsibility Act of 2022 must comply
with requirements for plastic packaging waste recovery and diversion.

Republic Act No. 11898 institutionalized extended producer responsibility for plastic packaging
and requires covered large enterprises to establish programs aimed at reducing, recovering and
recycling their plastic packaging waste.

Partnerships such as those involving the Aboitiz Foundation and GCash GForest show how
private resources, technology and public participation can complement government and
community environmental programs.

“Imagine the goal of less garbage, less time spent cleaning up, and more time for our people to
enjoy, protect and draw sustainable livelihoods from our well-managed and protected
coastlines,” Borje added.

International Coastal Cleanup Day is observed in the Philippines every third Saturday of
September under Presidential Proclamation No. 470, series of 2003.

The Philippines has participated in the International Coastal Cleanup since 1994 and formally
institutionalized the annual observance in 2003 as part of efforts to combat marine debris.

The CCC is the government’s lead policy-making body on climate change and promotes

integrated and science-based approaches to ecosystem protection, community resilience and
sustainable development.
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CCC. nakuha ang suporta ng Kamara para sa mas malakas na programa sa klima

Nakuha ng Climate Change Commission (CCC) ang patuloy na suporta ng House of
Representatives sa ginanap na talakayan para sa badyet. Layunin nitong mas palakasin ang
pamamahala sa klima, paunlarin ang kakayahan ng mga komunidad, at mapadali ang pagkuha
ng pondo para sa mga programang pangklima.

Ayon kay CCC Vice Chairperson at Executive Director Robert E.A. Borje, nakatuon ang mga
programa ng komisyon sa pagpapalakas ng lokal na kakayahan, pagbibigay ng tamang
impormasyon ukol sa klima, at pagbuo ng mga mekanismo para sa mga tamang
pamumuhunan.

Sinabi ni Borje na layunin nilang tulungan ang pamahalaan at mamamayan na maunawaan ang
mga panganib ng pagbabago ng klima. Sa pamamagitan ng mas mabuting koordinasyon at
pondo, masisigurong makakarating ang tulong sa mga komunidad na pinakakailangan ito.

Ibinahagi naman ni Bohol Representative John Geesnell Yap, ang tagapagtanggol ng badyet ng
CCC sa Kamara, ang mahalagang papel ng komisyon sa pagsubaybay sa mga kilos ng
pamahalaan at pagpapasok ng usaping klima sa mga pambansa at lokal na plano.

Binigyang-diin ni Yap na nararamdaman na sa buong bansa ang epekto ng pagbabago ng
klima. Ang mas lalupang lumalakas na mga bagyo, pagtaas ng tubig-dagat, matinding pag-ulan,
at pag-init ng panahon ay direktang nakakaapekto sa buhay at kabuhayan ng milyun-milyong
Pilipino.

Inaprubahan na ng Kamara ang panukalang badyet ng CCC na nagkakahalaga ng £183.482
milyon sa ilalim ng 2027 National Expenditure Program (NEP) upang maipatupad ang mga
mahahalagang proyekto nito.

Sa kasalukuyan, naisakatuparan na ng CCC ang Climate Change Expenditure Tagging (CCET)
sa 148 mula sa 202 pambansang ahensya, 57 mula sa 98 korporasyong pagmamay-ari ng
pamahalaan (GOCCs), at 102 mula sa 119 na kolehiyo at unibersidad ng estado (SUCs).

Tinutulungan din ng komisyon ang mga lokal na pamahalaan (LGUs) na makakuha ng pondo
mula sa People’s Survival Fund (PSF). Kasabay nito, isinusulong din ang pagtatag ng isang
nakatutok na climate finance unit sa tulong ng House Bill No. 8918 upang mas mapalakas ang
mga programang pangklima sa bansa.
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PHILIPPINE INFORMATION AGENCY

CCC gains House support for stronger climate programs, institutional capacity

MANILA, Philippines — The Climate Change Commission (CCC) secured continued support
during House of Representatives budget deliberations for its efforts to further strengthen climate
governance, build local capacities, and improve access to climate finance, as the Commission
advances translation of climate policies and investments into concrete action for communities.

CCC Vice Chairperson and Executive Director Robert E.A. Borje said the Commission’s
programs focus on strengthening institutional and local capacities, improving access to climate
information, and developing mechanisms that support climate-responsive planning and
investments.

“Our work is ultimately about enabling governments and communities to better understand
climate risks and translate this knowledge into concrete programs and investments. By
strengthening coordination, capacity, and access to climate finance, we can help ensure that
climate action reaches the communities that need it most,” Borje said.

During the budget deliberations, Bohol Representative John Geesnell Yap, sponsor of the CCC
budget, highlighted the Commission’s role in coordinating and monitoring government efforts on
climate change and in helping integrate climate considerations into national, sectoral, and local
development planning.

Yap noted that the impacts of climate change are already being experienced across the country,
affecting communities, livelihoods, and the broader development of the Philippines.

“Intensifying tropical cyclones, sea level rise, heavy rainfall events, and increasing temperatures
already affect the lives and livelihoods of millions of Filipinos,” Yap said.

The House earlier terminated budget scrutiny of the CCC, which is proposed to receive
$183.482 million under the 2027 National Expenditure Program (NEP).

During the deliberations, the Commission highlighted its continuing work on Climate Change
Expenditure Tagging (CCET), capacity building, climate information and services, climate
finance coordination, and support for local governments in developing and implementing climate
programs.

Under the CCET, the CCC reported completed tagging processes for 148 of 202 national

government agencies (NGAs), 57 of 98 government-owned and -controlled corporations
(GOCCs), and 102 of 119 state universities and colleges (SUCs).
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The Commission also provides capacity-building support to LGUs, particularly in accessing
climate financing mechanisms such as the People’s Survival Fund (PSF), where project
documentation and proposal development are among the key requirements for funding access.

The CCC is likewise supporting efforts to strengthen climate finance coordination, including the
proposed establishment of a dedicated climate finance unit within the Commission. House Bill
No. 8918 has been filed to support this institutional mechanism.

Through the localization of the National Adaptation Plan (NAP) and the Nationally Determined
Contribution (NDC), the CCC is also working with partners to ensure that climate planning
responds to local risks and the needs of vulnerable sectors, including farmers, fisherfolk,
Indigenous Peoples, women, children, senior citizens, and persons with disabilities.

“Climate action is a whole-of-government and whole-of-society effort. The CCC will continue to
work with our partners to strengthen capacities, improve coordination, and mobilize investments
that contribute to a climate-resilient and sustainable Philippines,” Borje said.

The Climate Change Commission is the country’s lead policy-making body on climate change.
Under Republic Act No. 9729, or the Climate Change Act, as amended by Republic Act No.
10174, the CCC is mandated to coordinate, monitor, and evaluate government programs and
actions on climate change and mainstream climate change into national, sectoral, and local
development plans and programs.

=END=
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