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ARAB NEWS 
 
Reasons for hope amid the global warming gloom 
By: Andrew Hammond 
 
The countdown has begun for COP31 in Turkiye in November. However, beforehand the 
governments of Australia and Fiji will be hosting a major pre-event early next month in Fiji to put 
Asia Pacific issues on the climate agenda. 
 
DAILY TRIBUNE 
 
Answering accelerating crisis with action 
By: Antonio Guterres 
 
I call on every country to develop a credible roadmap to transition away from fossil fuels. 
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'Ambon, Ulan, Baha' takes a hard look into greed and the climate crisis 
By: Elizabeth S. Timbol 
 
The award-winning musical, which only runs this weekend, takes a dramatic approach to 
educating Filipinos to the harsh realities of climate change, and the its real world impact on what 
the future holds. 
 
NATIONAL INDIGENOUS TIMES 
 
Climate change legal precedents begin to unravel Pacific culture's emerging rights 
By: Andrew Mathieson 
 
Rising seas and environmental degradation are disrupting traditional Pacific practices, eroding 
Indigenous cultural connections and severing their relationships with ancestral lands and 
oceans according to an Indigenous human rights lawyer. 
 
PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 
 
Super El Niño: More dire warnings 
By: Andrea Gregorio 
 
MANILA, Philippines — The Philippines could see an estimated 6,500 additional heat-related 
deaths due to the Super El Niño, according to researchers with the University of Chicago’s 
Climate Impact Lab on Wednesday. 
 
PHILIPPINE NEWS AGENCY 
 
PhilRice, PAGASA team up for data-sharing, climate-resilience 
By: Stephanie Sevillano 
 
MANILA – The Department of Agriculture (DA) on Friday said it is advancing a modernized and 
science-based approach in agriculture, particularly in climate risk planning. 
 
THE GUARDIAN 
 
What is El Niño, what causes it and can we reduce the risks? 
By: Jonathan Watts 
 
This year’s ‘godzilla’ climate phenomenon has already broken temperature records. We ask a 
climate scientist what is happening 
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TIME MAGAZINE 
 
Everyone's Still Talking About Climate Change, Actually 
By: Justin Worland 
 
For a brief moment last year, it seemed like the anti-climate atmosphere created by the Trump 
Administration might kill New York Climate Week. Ahead of the September gathering, business 
executives and advocates waffled. Was the U.S. still the place to get together to talk about 
climate? Would going put a target on their back? 
 

CCC IN THE NEWS: 
 
GMA NEWS 
 
PH pushes for enhanced climate finance access amid floods, other risks 
By: Mariel Celine Serquina 
 
The Philippines has called for better access to climate finance to help national and local 
institutions strengthen protection for communities facing floods, water insecurity, coastal 
erosion, and other climate-related risks. 
 
MANILA BULLETIN 
 
Philippines energy bottlenecks risk missing 2030 climate goals 
By: Gabriell Christel Galang 
 
Outdated policies and aging infrastructure in the energy sector remain the primary drivers of the 
Philippines’ high carbon emissions, according to the state-led Climate Change Commission 
(CCC). 
 
PHILIPPINE INFORMATION AGENCY 
 
CCC calls for stronger protection of Sierra Madre to advance climate resilience 
 
MANILA, Philippines — The Climate Change Commission (CCC) called for strengthened 
protection and conservation of the Sierra Madre mountain range as the country observed Save 
Sierra Madre Day, underscoring the vital role of forest ecosystems in reducing disaster risks, 
protecting biodiversity, and supporting climate-resilient communities. 
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PHILIPPINE INFORMATION AGENCY 
 
CCC champions coastal resilience and innovative finance at SAFET Conference 2026 
 
MACTAN, CEBU — The Climate Change Commission (CCC) underscored the urgent need for 
science-driven policies and innovative financing to protect the highly vulnerable fisheries and 
aquaculture sector from escalating climate change impacts at the 2026 Seafood and Fisheries 
Emerging Technologies (SAFET) conference in Mactan, Cebu. 
 

Information and Knowledge Management Division 
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ARAB NEWS 
 
Reasons for hope amid the global warming gloom 
By: Andrew Hammond 
 
The countdown has begun for COP31 in Turkiye in November. However, beforehand the 
governments of Australia and Fiji will be hosting a major pre-event early next month in Fiji to put 
Asia Pacific issues on the climate agenda. 
 
The last time Asia hosted a COP climate event was in Bali, Indonesia, in 2007. So Australia, 
which was Turkiye’s main competitor to host COP31, agreed to a deal with Ankara last year 
whereby a pre-event would be held in October in the region. 
 
Already, data indicates that Asia accounts for 41 percent of global flooding, including from rising 
sea levels and storm surges. From 2013 to 2023, the wider Asia Pacific region, including 
Australia and Fiji, was hit by about 244 major floods, 104 droughts, and 101 severe storms. 
 
In the future, it is forecast that Southeast Asia alone may experience around 60 more days of 
extreme heat annually by 2050 — this alongside about 100 climate disasters each year in the 
region. 
 
One of the main reasons global warming is so serious in Asia is because much of the region’s 
economic growth is still largely dependent on the use of fossil fuels. At last year’s COP30 
summit in Brazil, Simon Stiell, executive secretary of the UN Framework Convention on Climate 
Change, said there was now a clear choice between locking in what he depicted as the 
instability, including higher prices, of fossil fuels or accelerating a pathway to cheaper, clean 
energy, as may be beginning to happen. Yet this long-term goal and wider mass 
decarbonization will not be easy, not least given that energy demand is forecast to potentially 
grow significantly to help fuel economic growth. 
 
Another reason the climate crisis has such an impact is that a significant slice of Asia, including 
much of Southeast Asia, comprises tropical countries. Many of these nations are facing larger 
than average global warming impacts, including rising temperatures, changing precipitation 
patterns, and increased frequency of extreme weather events. 
 
Yet, there are also opportunities amid the understandable gloom about global warming in the 
region. 
 
This core point was emphasized by Al Gore, former US vice president, speaking in Singapore 
on Sept. 8. He highlighted that the Iran crisis has provided a fresh push away from fossil fuels. 
This is boosting uptake of investment of renewables, such as solar and wind, which in 
Southeast Asia in the first half of 2026 increased by 51 percent compared with the same period 
in 2025. 
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Another source of opportunity comes from climate adaptation. The annual global costs of 
adaptation are forecast to be between $280 billion and $500 billion per year by 2050, according 
to the UN, yet only a fraction of that sum has been tapped so far. 
 
The scale of the challenge, and potential opportunity, has also been highlighted by the 
India-based Coalition for Disaster Resilient Infrastructure, which found that around $850 billion 
in global infrastructure, about a third of it in Asia, is exposed to climate disasters each year 
globally. It forecasts that the amount of new climate-resilient infrastructure that will need to be 
built in Asia in the next three decades will be as much as the past two centuries combined. 
 
In future, the UN and other key stakeholders hope that multilateral development banks can help 
ensure more money, including from the private sector, is channeled into tackling the huge 
climate adaptation finance gap. At COP31 in Turkiye, this will be a topic of key importance for 
emerging markets, including island states such as Fiji that are particularly vulnerable to climate 
risks. 
 
As part of this dialogue, a lively debate is underway about extending the number of country 
partnerships to support just transitions to low-emission, climate-resilient economies in the Global 
South. The first of these was agreed on at COP26 in Scotland when South Africa announced a 
partnership with the key powers to raise about $8.5 billion. This Just Energy Transition 
Partnership model was subsequently extended to other nations, including about $20 billion for 
Indonesia and $15.8 billion for Vietnam. 
 
Another reason for optimism is the growing signs that the climate agenda is becoming more 
coordinated and prominent within the Asia Pacific region. There is even growing speculation 
Beijing may seek to host COP33 in 2028. One of the reasons for China’s eagerness to host the 
event is that official statistics suggest the country’s greenhouse gas emissions dipped slightly 
from April to June 2026 after flatlining over much of the past two years. 
 
Much data points to the Asia Pacific region increasingly being on the climate change frontlines. 
Yet, while this entails growing risks, there are also opportunities to step up and help mitigate the 
worst effects of global warming, while also helping the region adapt to change. 
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DAILY TRIBUNE 
 
'Ambon, Ulan, Baha' takes a hard look into greed and the climate crisis 
By: Elizabeth S. Timbol 
 
The award-winning musical, which only runs this weekend, takes a dramatic approach to 
educating Filipinos to the harsh realities of climate change, and the its real world impact on what 
the future holds. 
 
In what could only be a full circle moment, multi-awarded playwright Frank G. Rivera's 
acclaimed ethno-pop-rock modern zarzuela Ambon, Ulan, Baha makes its way back to The 
Metropolitan Theater (MET) with a reimagined staging that opened today, and runs until 
tomorrow, September 27. Where the audience is taken through a journey of how greed, 
corruption, and self-indulgence can lead to suffering, exploitation, and social inequality - as 
people face a raging climate crisis. 
 
Directed by CJ Andaluz, Ambon, Ulan, Baha follows the story of Nonoy and Inday, played by CJ 
Navato and Thea Astley. The two become childhood sweethearts, growing up together in the 
fictional Barrio Magubat. Their dreams become entangled in the greed and corruption wrought 
upon the town by local Mayor Fortunato (Vladimir Manio), who allows powerful businessman 
Don Calixto (Anton Juan), his son Doctor Anton (Rendell Sanchez), start a logging concession 
in the area. Over time, the mountains are stripped bare by illegal logging and kaingin practices, 
severely impacting the townsfolk and their livelihood. And as the title implies, nature retaliates, 
as torrential ulan, and a catastrophic baha forever alter their lives Navato's character is the crux 
to this story, as Nonoy completes a degree in forestry, allowing him to spot the danger signs, 
and helps his town rebuild. 
 
Not surprisingly, at the center of it all, is a love triangle - where Astley's barrio girl character 
Inday catches the eye of Doctor Anton. And in classic Filipino melodrama, the rich and powerful 
always get their way. Not that Nonoy doesn't put up a fight - for the sake of love. 
 
Written over 30 years ago, Ambon, Ulan, Baha was ahead of its time, putting the spotlight on 
the environmental impact of illegal logging practices. A quick scan of the news since, where 
massive disasters have become less and less of an exception, prove that Rivera recognized 
that the need for a sea change in legislation and governmental wsa urgent even then. 
 
The 2026 restaging transformed the MET into a world impacted by meteorological and 
geological changes, created by production designer Ohm David, and lighting designer Charlotte 
Despuez. Anchoring the production were the talented members of Tanghalang Bagong Sibol, 
who played the townsfolk and the dance ensemble. Adding dramatic tension to the story were 
the parents on opposite sides of greed - Onyl David and Shermaine Santiago as Nonoy's 
civic-minded parents Mang Pedro and Nana Ilyang, and Nazer Salcedo and Sweet Buchanan 
as Inday's greedy parents Kapitan Berto and Nana Maring. 
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An interesting highlight of the show is the inclusion of indigenous Filipino expression through 
traditional chants and musical elements, including the participation of Manlilikha ng Bayan 
(National Living Treasure) Rosie  Godwino Sula, recognized for her mastery and preservation of 
T’boli epic chanting traditions. 
 
The play was first written and staged as Kaingin in 1976 as part of Ang Hawla, a trilogy of plays 
created and performed by MSU-Sining Kambayoka before becoming a full-length zarzuela in 
1978, with Rivera composing the majority of the score, including songs like Tagtuyot, Hapdi, and 
Tao’y May Pakpak Din. 
 
This staging of Ambon, Ulan, Baha, presented by the National Commission for Culture and The 
Arts and the MET, after three decades is also historically significant. In its first outing in 1992, it 
was under Rivera’s tenure as founder and artistic director of Teatro Metropolitano. It would 
become the last production mounted at the Metropolitan Theater before the venue closed its 
doors. 
 
At its heart, Ambon, Ulan, Baha makes a case for a difficult truth - environmental destruction is 
the combined result of aspirations for modernization, livelihood, and economic opportunity. And 
judging from the reactions of the students in the theater, it was a message that resonated with 
them well. As Ambon's director Andaluz explains it - "Ambon, Ulan, Baha reminds us that every 
act of progress carries a corresponding responsibility. No one is exempt from the consequences 
of a wounded planet.” Catch the final set of shows tomorrow, September 27, at 10AM, 2PM, and 
6PM at The Metropolitan Theater. Tickets are available for P1,500 for reserved seating, and 
P1,000 for general admission at Ticketnation.ph. 
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Answering accelerating crisis with action 
By: Antonio Guterres 
 
I call on every country to develop a credible roadmap to transition away from fossil fuels. 
 
The world is crying out for climate justice — in mitigation, in adaptation, and in finance. 
 
We must answer that call with action. 
 
And we don’t have a moment to lose. A super El Niño is supercharging the impacts. And 
science tells us the world is heading for an overshoot of the 1.5 degree limit. We must make that 
overshoot as small and as short as possible. 
 
But emissions are still rising when they must plummet. And fossil fuel expansion continues — 
defying science, economics, and common sense. We have seen how fossil fuel dependence 
wreaks havoc — driving up costs, draining budgets, squeezing households; 
 
And leaving countries at the mercy of conflicts and decisions far beyond their borders. 
 
Meanwhile, fossil fuel companies are banking windfall profits — while everyday people foot the 
bill. Doubling down on oil and gas will only lock in vulnerability for decades. 
 
Fortunately, we have a way out. Because the crisis is accelerating — but so are the solutions. 
Renewables are the cheapest, fastest, and most secure source of new electricity almost 
everywhere. Clean energy has gone from alternative to unstoppable. 
 
In this room, we have major economies and frontline nations. Energy producers and consumers. 
Different circumstances — but a shared interest for a faster, fairer transition; 
 
For energy security and independence. And for protecting people and livelihoods. 
 
At a time of deep geopolitical division, you can show how cooperation can deliver — on four 
fronts. 
 
First — we must accelerate. Even if fully implemented, national climate plans point to warming 
beyond 2 degrees. We must close that gap this decade — by tripling renewables, doubling 
efficiency, electrifying economies, slashing methane, halting deforestation, and speeding the 
transition from fossil fuels. I call on every country to develop a credible roadmap to transition 
away from fossil fuels — with clear timelines. The G20, responsible for 80 percent of global 
emissions, must lead. The principle of common but differentiated responsibilities must apply. But 
all countries must raise their ambition. Surging demand for power — not least from artificial 
intelligence — must be met with a surge in renewables, grids and storage. 
 
Second — we must ensure fairness. 
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A just transition must be built with affected workers and communities — creating decent jobs 
and strengthening social protection. Developing countries must shape it and share its benefits 
— starting with clean power for the hundreds of millions still without electricity, most of them in 
Africa. 
 
Third — we must finance the transformation. 
 
The financial system must stop punishing vulnerability and start rewarding climate action. That 
means mobilizing at least 300 billion US dollars a year for developing countries — with 
developed countries taking the lead — and scaling up climate finance to 1.3 trillion US dollars a 
year by 2035. 
 
Ensuring ambitious replenishment of the Green Climate Fund and the Fund for responding to 
Loss and Damage. Let’s be honest: the amounts available in the Loss and Damage Fund are 
completely ridiculous. 
 
Making polluters pay. Easing debt burdens that choke investment — including by pausing 
repayments when disasters strike. Reforming the international financial architecture to give 
developing countries a stronger voice and participation. Making multilateral development banks 
bigger, bolder and better. And making every public dollar work harder — with guarantees and 
other risk-sharing instruments that lower the cost of capital and make it possible to mobilize 
private capital on a massive scale. 
 
Fourth — we must protect people from the impacts of climate chaos. 
 
Without adaptation, droughts become hunger crises; storms become debt crises; and 
heatwaves become killers. That’s why we must triple adaptation finance; 
 
Embed resilience in every policy, budget and infrastructure decision; 
 
And extend early warnings to every person on Earth by 2027. 
 
The United Nations will do its part. Today, with our partners, we are launching a common 
platform on grids to help countries build the arteries of the clean energy age. 
 
We must match an accelerating crisis with accelerating action. Match the revolution in energy 
with a revolution in finance. And match rising impacts with rising protection. 
 
So I ask you all to deliver — and then over-deliver. We are the first generation with the tools to 
end the fossil fuel age — and the last who can avert climate catastrophe. Let us use them well. 
 
(Excerpts of UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres’ remarks at the High-Level Event on 
Climate Action and the Just Transition Statements, in New York, on 23 September 2026.) 
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 NATIONAL INDIGENOUS TIMES 
 
Climate change legal precedents begin to unravel Pacific culture's emerging rights 
By: Andrew Mathieson 
 
Rising seas and environmental degradation are disrupting traditional Pacific practices, eroding 
Indigenous cultural connections and severing their relationships with ancestral lands and 
oceans according to an Indigenous human rights lawyer. 
 
These devastating consequences are precedents behind litigation cases which Julian Aguon, an 
outspoken Indigenous Chamorro lawyer and founder of Blue Ocean Law, says he is willing to 
test at the International Court of Justice. 
 
The law firm from Guam has already represented Vanuatu in a campaign which led to the same 
court issue a landmark advisory opinion last year on the obligations of sovereign states to 
address the climate crisis. 
 
"We brought that to the court's attention because these are rights' violations of the highest order 
- violations of the right to life, the right to culture, the right to self-determination," he told a Yale 
University environmental publication. 
 
Mr Aguon will argue his Pacific clients have suffered "cultural" and "spiritual" damage which 
must be recognised as a violation of human rights. 
 
He said testimony will demonstrate which climate change cannot be understood only through 
environmental or economic measurements. 
 
"There's no way to translate the urgency and gravity of the climate crisis other than via firsthand 
accounts of loss and damage," he said. 
 
The impacts of climate change on yam crops in Vanuatuan villages on Tanna Island has 
disrupted an elaborate four-day dance ceremony which has been instrumental for generations 
towards deciding on high chiefs where "ceremonies have not been performed in years". 
 
He added the loss of these generational traditions has caused significant stress and threatened 
the future transmission of cultural knowledge. 
 
"These are cultures that have grown out of a particular piece of soil - they're tied to their place 
and the life in it," Mr Aguon said. 
 
"So, we're talking about a massive rupture to culture and to cosmologies." 
 
It has become commonplace for Pacific communities to be forced to relocate over rising sea 
levels. 
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About 400 kilometres north-west of Port Moresby, residents of a village in Papua New Guinea 
have moved four times. 
 
The Urama tribe, which traditionally lived at the mouth of the Kikori River which meets the Gulf 
of Papua, is bracing for further relocation. 
 
It devastates the Urama who do not view the area simply as a place where people settled. 
 
"According to their cultural teachings, it is one of the birthplaces of humankind," Mr Aguon said. 
 
"To be forced to keep moving and retreating from your ancestral homeland...the stakes could 
not be higher." 
 
Mr Aguon's legal firm is also challenging efforts to expedite deep-sea mining in waters off 
American Samoa, the Northern Mariana Islands and Guam. 
 
Indigenous communities argue they have cultural and spiritual connections which proposed 
mining would effect. 
 
The current US administration has sea mine claims on these sacred sites. 
 
"We're saying something much deeper: that certain cultures depend on the health and integrity 
of the ocean, of the deep-sea environment, and to authorise deep-sea mining in these spaces 
violates several of their human rights, including the right to culture," Mr Aguon said. 
 
The International Court of Justice has challenged the legal landscape for climate action despite 
its own advisory opinion being non-binding. 
 
"The opinion is an authoritative statement of what the law really is," Mr Aguon said. 
 
The court considered the states' obligations under the Paris Agreement and the United Nations 
Framework Convention on Climate Change which also fall under international environmental 
law, human-rights law and the Law of the Sea. 
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PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 
 
Super El Niño: More dire warnings 
By: Andrea Gregorio 
 
MANILA, Philippines — The Philippines could see an estimated 6,500 additional heat-related 
deaths due to the Super El Niño, according to researchers with the University of Chicago’s 
Climate Impact Lab on Wednesday. 
 
The country ranked ninth among 50 that will be most affected by extreme heat. 
 
On a worldwide scale, Chicago researchers said an estimated 451,000 additional deaths from 
extreme heat could occur during the first nine months of the ongoing El Niño. 
 
“We project that 451,000 lives will be lost due to heat the first nine months (June-February) of El 
Niño, compared to a normal year,” they said. “This is about 65 times larger than the 6,800 
people believed to be dead or missing from the recent Nepal flash flood.” 
 
Extremely hot days 
 
Nigeria, Indonesia, Sudan, India, and Brazil are the top five countries impacted by heat due to 
the Super El Niño from September 2026 to February 2027. 
 
In Southeast Asia, the research said an additional 19,400 heat-related deaths are projected 
across the Philippines, Vietnam, Thailand and Cambodia, while Indonesia could record another 
19,300 deaths due to extreme heat. 
 
Scientists forecast global land temperatures to average 1.2 degrees Celsius (2.1 degrees 
Fahrenheit) above normal in the coming months, largely due to the current Super El Niño, which 
began in June and is expected to persist through spring in the Northern Hemisphere. 
 
“These anomalously warm conditions will resemble the higher temperatures that climate change 
is projected to deliver 20 years in the future (figure below) and will lead to 44 percent more 
extremely hot days than we would expect in a normal year,” said researchers. 
 
“With current forecasts suggesting El Niño will remain in place through spring 2027, we expect 
all of these numbers to grow even higher, particularly as impacts such as higher-than-average 
temperatures and heat-related deaths will linger into June and July,” they added. 
 
Researchers said several solutions are already available, including anticipatory financing, heat 
early warning systems and action plans that help health officials identify vulnerable groups, 
conduct home visits, increase access to water, and monitor heat-related symptoms. 
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“Mortality projections for the near term provide a signal of where we are headed if new 
adaptation investments do not materialize. The difference with climate change is that there is 
more time to undertake adaptations to save lives,” they said. 
 
Earlier, the Philippine Atmospheric, Geophysical and Astronomical Services Administration 
(Pagasa) said climate models and assessments indicate that El Niño could intensify to a “very 
strong” level between September and December 
 
El Niño is a climate pattern marked by unusually warm sea surface temperatures in the central 
and eastern Pacific Ocean, which can bring below-normal rainfall, prolonged dry spells, and 
drought to affected areas. /cb 
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PHILIPPINE NEWS AGENCY 
 
PhilRice, PAGASA team up for data-sharing, climate-resilience 
By: Stephanie Sevillano 
 
MANILA – The Department of Agriculture (DA) on Friday said it is advancing a modernized and 
science-based approach in agriculture, particularly in climate risk planning. 
 
The DA-Philippine Rice Research Institute (DA-PhilRice) signed a memorandum of agreement 
(MOA) with the Philippine Atmospheric, Geophysical and Astronomical Services Administration 
(PAGASA) for data sharing and climate resilience on Thursday. 
 
In a statement, DA Secretary Francisco Tiu Laurel Jr. said the partnership will pave the way for 
a more data-driven decision-making process. 
 
“The PhilRice-PAGASA collaboration is an important step in our push for a more modern, 
climate-resilient, productive, and sustainable agriculture sector, while strengthening the 
country’s food security,” he said. 
 
In particular, PAGASA will provide DA-PhilRice with weather and climate datasets. 
 
These include gridded datasets such as ClimGridPh, as well as access to PAGASA's Ten-Day 
Weather Forecast API. 
 
Its forecast service provides data on rainfall, minimum and maximum temperatures, wind speed 
and direction, cloud cover and humidity. 
 
PAGASA will also provide geospatial and hazard-related datasets, such as tropical cyclone 
tracks, rainfall advisories, affected provinces, drought and dry spell assessments, soil moisture 
maps, rainfall forecasts and surface-temperature forecasts. 
 
For its part, the DA-PhilRice will provide PAGASA with rice-area and planting-date maps derived 
from the Philippine Rice Information System (PRiSM), rice growth-phase datasets and other 
agricultural geospatial information. 
 
Rice-risk assessments, historical provincial rice production and yield data and rice variety 
information will also be shared with PAGASA. 
 
“By bringing weather and climate information together with agricultural data, we can help (the) 
government and farmers make better-informed decisions and respond more effectively to 
climate risks,” Tiu Laurel said. 
 
The partnership will be effective until December 2028, subject to renewal, amendment, or early 
termination under specified conditions. (PNA) 
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THE GUARDIAN 
 
What is El Niño, what causes it and can we reduce the risks? 
By: Jonathan Watts 
 
This year’s ‘godzilla’ climate phenomenon has already broken temperature records. We ask a 
climate scientist what is happening 
 
This year’s huge El Niño, which comes less than two years since the last one, has already 
broken temperature records. To understand what is happening, and why, the Guardian 
interviewed Prof Mat Collins, a climate scientist at the University of Exeter, the author of some of 
the world’s most important climate reports and an expert on the dynamics of the El Niño 
southern oscillation. 
 
What is El Niño? 
It is a natural climate pattern that affects large parts of the world, often bringing higher 
temperatures, more droughts and floods. This occurs when the normally cool, dry east Pacific 
becomes warmer and wetter, shifting rainfall patterns in the tropical Pacific and with other 
impacts far beyond that. It usually occurs every three to seven years, but is very erratic. The last 
one was in 2023-24. 
 
What’s the best way to describe the relationship between El Niños and human-caused global 
heating? 
The easiest way to think about this is that they are two separate things that layer on top of each 
other. So if you’ve already got drought conditions as a result of global warming, then an El Niño 
is going to exacerbate that. The harder question is how they interact with each other. With our 
models, we can use hundreds of years of simulations to work that out but we lack the data to do 
that from the observational record, although some palaeoclimate reconstructions suggest the 
present day frequency of El Niño is quite unusual. 
 
How strong is this year’s El Niño? Some are calling it a ‘godzilla’ or ‘super El Niño’ 
It has already broken records and could be on course to be the strongest in a thousand years. 
The sea surface temperature of the El Niño region of the Pacific has already reached the 
previous 2015 high of 3C above average, which is almost unthinkable. And it still hasn’t peaked 
so we won’t know how much higher it will get until the end of the year. 
 
But measuring the size in comparison with previous El Niños is difficult because the baseline of 
sea surface temperatures in the eastern tropical Pacific is steadily rising due to global warming. 
 
So there are two things happening – human-driven climate change and the natural variability of 
El Niño – and it is not easy to say how much each is contributing to the record high ocean 
temperatures. But together, they make extremes more likely. 
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Currently temperatures in the eastern Pacific are on course to be 4C above the average, which 
is far beyond anything seen before. If that trend continues, we could see an incredible El Niño 
event. 
 
Which areas of the world will be most affected? 
Around the peak of the El Niño, there are likely to be more wildfires in Indonesia and drought in 
the Amazon rainforest. The Indian monsoon has already been weakened because of El Niño. 
Temperatures are likely to be higher around the Pacific Rim and as far away as the UK. 
Meteorologists suggest the UK will see a wetter winter and autumn and possibly a drier, colder 
spring. I’m not certain about that because weather in the UK is just so variable. 
 
Were the recent high temperatures in the UK and the wildfires in Europe, Canada and the US 
also worsened by El Niño? 
 
I don’t think so because they came so soon after the onset of the El Niño and there is normally a 
lag. Those conditions are more likely to be a signal of global warming, combined with persistent 
anticyclonic circulation patterns that cause weather systems to be settled (or stuck) for long 
periods. On top of climate change that makes record heat more likely. 
 
Several scientific papers, including by you, suggest there is a possibility that human-caused 
climate change is making El Niños more frequent and intense. Isn’t it frustrating that there is still 
no smoking gun that can prove that with 100% certainty? 
 
That’s just science. One paper we published suggested the signal will emerge first in terms of 
rainfall patterns. So I think that we may have a clearer picture in the next decade. 
 
James Hansen, arguably the world’s most influential climate scientist of the past 50 years, 
argues that human-driven climate change is likely behind the abnormal strength of this El Niño. 
What’s your take on that? 
 
It’s a plausible hypothesis but hard to prove. 
 
Will warmer Pacific ocean surface temperatures guarantee fiercer El Niños? 
 
Climate change makes it more likely El Niños will be fiercer, but that is still not certain. That’s 
because the impact of an El Niño depends on the temperature difference with other oceans, 
such as the Atlantic and the Indian. The rainfall goes where the warmest water is found. If that 
warmth is distributed, then so will be the rainfall. If that warmth is concentrated in one ocean, 
then the rainfall will shift around so it is more intense in that basin. 
 
May this year’s huge El Niño be a sign that the world’s oceans are – to use a non-scientific term 
– vomiting heat into the atmosphere because they are reaching the limit of their ability to absorb 
excess energy? 
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Well, that’s kind of what happens during an El Niño, which is a transfer of heat from the ocean to 
the atmosphere. But it’s just part of a cycle. It’s not as if the ocean has reached some limit and 
then can’t hold any more. I guess there’s still plenty of cold water in the world that we can heat 
up so I don’t know if there’s a physical limit. 
 
What would be your hunch about whether El Niños are going to get more powerful in the future? 
I certainly think the impacts are going to be greater and if we are to believe our models, then the 
rainfall response is also going to be bigger. There will be bigger and more impactful El Niños 
over the coming decades. 
 
How can we reduce the risks? 
 
Knowledge can help. If we go back to the 1982-83 El Niño, people really did not know what was 
happening. Back then, one of my colleagues got a message from someone on a ship in the east 
Pacific saying the temperature of the water was off the scale. He had never seen anything like 
that before. Nobody understood then. But now we’ve got a forecast system which can 
confidently predict these things six to nine months ahead. So you can prepare. You can tell 
farmers in Latin America to plant different crops. You can warn governments in south-east Asia 
to think about their infrastructure and to strengthen defences against wildfires. 
 
Ultimately, the main response should be to reduce greenhouse gases, but perhaps there are 
also options to do weird and wonderful geoengineering – for example to change the properties 
of clouds in the eastern Pacific which may influence the scale and timing of El Niño events. One 
paper suggests you could terminate a big event by creating lots of clouds, which would cool the 
surface of the ocean in the east Pacific. 
 
Would such geoengineering help or could it make things worse? 
 
It is not yet clear because the heat comes from the deep ocean. So even if you manage to 
prevent an event in one year, it may come back the next. 
 
On an emotional level, how do you feel at the prospect of even more impactful El Niños in the 
future? 
 
It’s worrying. El Niño causes huge disruptions to agriculture and the global economy. This is 
very bad for people, particularly in poorer countries who are already suffering the consequences 
of climate change and now they get an El Niño event on top of that. Luckily, we have good 
predictions now and it is important to maintain that capability, for example collecting real-time 
data from the Pacific Ocean. Then we can be forewarned. 
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TIME MAGAZINE 
 
Everyone's Still Talking About Climate Change, Actually 
By: Justin Worland 
 
For a brief moment last year, it seemed like the anti-climate atmosphere created by the Trump 
Administration might kill New York Climate Week. Ahead of the September gathering, business 
executives and advocates waffled. Was the U.S. still the place to get together to talk about 
climate? Would going put a target on their back? 
 
This year, it felt almost as though those questions disappeared. Leaders from the world’s 
biggest companies hopped between panels, engaging in serious discussions about AI-driven 
electricity demand, geopolitical disruptions to energy markets, and the state of energy and 
climate policy. Protesters hit the street—as well as disrupting a panel I moderated—to point out 
that things were moving too slowly. Even Trump Administration officials showed up at some 
sessions (though they may have framed their participation around the concurrent United Nations 
General Assembly not Climate Week). 
 
Take a step back from the chaotic mix of roundtables and dinners, panels and meetings, and it’s 
clear that the climate agenda, broadly construed, has persisted. There’s no question that 
anticipated Democratic victories in the fast-approaching U.S. midterm elections have created a 
sense that much of the administration’s barking will remain just that. But there’s perhaps an 
even simpler explanation for the continued engagement: the implications of climate change and 
the related energy issues have only become more important for companies and the economy.    
 
The energy-market disruption that has resulted from the war in Iran featured prominently this 
week. So did the political backlash to data centers, the related issues of higher power prices. 
And the role of new energy technologies in addressing the problem came up early and often in 
discussions. On top of this, the effects of climate change—storms, heat waves, and fires—have 
begun to extract real economic damage that even the most resilient firms can no longer ignore. 
 
“People are now looking at the things that cause volatility, and they’re putting it together,” Sarah 
Kapnick, head of climate advisory at JPMorgan, told me on a Climate Week panel. “They’re 
putting geopolitics together with sustainability, climate, and AI.” 
 
Still, the apparent vitality of New York Climate Week comes with caveats. I shared my sense 
that New York Climate Week has rebounded with a European climate leader, who pointed out 
that American participation may be strong but the presence of leaders from outside the U.S. has 
diminished somewhat, particularly from Europe. Simply put, many Europeans don’t want to 
travel here, instead putting their efforts into London Climate Action Week and other gatherings 
across the Atlantic.  
 
The climate conversation has also survived in part by shedding some of its old vocabulary. 
Climate action, net zero, and emissions were mostly out. Energy security, competitiveness, and 
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affordability were in. That may represent a retreat from the sweeping ambition of earlier Climate 
Weeks. But it also reflects a deeper reality: even when companies stop using the language of 
climate action, they cannot escape the problems rising emissions have created. 
 
To most of those I discussed the topic with, it remains an open question whether that new 
framing is a good or bad thing. Emissions reduction paired with economic growth should be 
celebrated even if climate isn’t mentioned. At the same time, a conversation that avoids getting 
to the heart of the matter doesn’t feel all that sustainable. For the past several decades we’ve 
been holding a ticking time bomb, waiting for the effect of climate change to hit. Now, how 
society responds to the unfolding crisis—embracing adaptation, pushing back against the 
sources of emissions, or simply turning to populist backlash—may be the new climate time 
bomb.  
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CCC IN THE NEWS: 
 
GMA NEWS 
 
PH pushes for enhanced climate finance access amid floods, other risks 
By: Mariel Celine Serquina 
 
The Philippines has called for better access to climate finance to help national and local 
institutions strengthen protection for communities facing floods, water insecurity, coastal 
erosion, and other climate-related risks. 
 
Climate Change Commission (CCC) Vice Chairperson Robert Borje said climate finance should 
be assessed not just by the amount pledged but also by how effectively countries can access 
and use it to protect people, livelihoods, and ecosystems. 
 
“Finance must follow risk and need, not only the prospect of financial return,” Borje said during 
the 2026 Forum of the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change Standing 
Committee on Finance (UNFCCC SCF) in Sydney, Australia. 
 
According to CCC, developing countries are estimated to require $310 billion to $365 billion 
annually for adaptation by 2035. International public adaptation finance reaching them, however, 
stood at only $26 billion in 2023. 
 
Meanwhile, water and wastewater accounted for approximately 49% of tracked adaptation 
finance in 2021 and 2022, the largest sectoral share. 
 
“But a large share of an inadequate pool remains inadequate,” Borje said. 
 
The CCC official identified three priorities: clearer and more consistent accounting of climate 
finance; financial instruments and terms suited to the investments required; and enhanced 
access for national and subnational institutions. 
 
He also called for simpler requirements and sustained support for institutions seeking climate 
finance. 
 
“In many developing countries, including the Philippines, national and subnational institutions 
face accreditation, project-preparation and approval requirements that exceed their technical 
and financial capacity,” Borje added. 
 
During the forum, the Philippines also pushed for financing that matches different climate needs, 
as public and concessional funds will remain important, while private and blended financing can 
help increase available resources. 
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The SCF supports the UN climate process by reviewing the climate finance system, improving 
coordination among institutions, and providing guidance and recommendations to the 
Conference of the Parties and the Paris Agreement. 
 
Meanwhile, the CCC is the Philippine government’s lead policy-making body on climate change. 
Under RA No. 9729, it coordinates, monitors, and evaluates government programs and actions 
on climate change. 
 
The CCC also helps set Philippine priorities, identify challenges faced by national and local 
institutions, and push for improvements in international climate finance policies and procedures. 
—RF GMA News 
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MANILA BULLETIN 
 
Philippines energy bottlenecks risk missing 2030 climate goals 
By: Gabriell Christel Galang 
 
Outdated policies and aging infrastructure in the energy sector remain the primary drivers of the 
Philippines’ high carbon emissions, according to the state-led Climate Change Commission 
(CCC). 
 
Robert Borje, CCC vice chairperson, said the energy sector accounts for 32 percent of the 
country’s total annual greenhouse gas volume, making it the single largest contributor to 
national emissions. 
 
While both government agencies and private firms have introduced measures to cut operational 
footprint, Borje said structural flaws continue to undermine broader progress. 
 
He said among the key hurdles are rigid commercial agreements, including power purchase 
deals structured around minimum take-or-pay terms and automatic pass-through fuel cost 
mechanisms. These contractual setups shield power generators while forcing consumers to 
absorb the financial burden of volatile international fossil fuel prices. 
 
At the same time, Borje said inadequate transmission infrastructure threatens to bottleneck the 
rollout of renewable energy. Grid constraints raise the likelihood of connection delays and power 
curtailment, creating friction just as clean energy capacity expands. 
 
Borje warned that failing to address these structural issues proactively could trigger grid 
defection, as consumers increasingly bypass traditional utilities. Over 1,300 megawatts of 
rooftop solar capacity is already operating nationwide, signaling a shift toward decentralized 
power generation. 
 
A major gap in current decarbonization efforts is the reliance on voluntary corporate 
commitments rather than mandatory policy mandates. 
 
While several companies have achieved measurable reductions through voluntary programs, 
Borje said that voluntary action lacks the scale required to meet national targets.  “Nobody 
decarbonizes by accident,” Borje stated, noting that market incentives alone will not deliver 
systemic change. 
 
Policy gaps also persist at the government level. Although the country maintains a moratorium 
on new coal-fired power plants, the policy lacks a binding asset retirement schedule for existing 
facilities. 
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Consequently, the nation’s target under its Nationally Determined Contribution to reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions by 75 percent by 2030 remains a high-level goal without clear, 
enterprise-level execution pathways. 
 
To convert these macro-level targets into measurable cuts, the commission is urging tighter 
public-private collaboration. 
 
Recommended priority reforms include establishing a national carbon market architecture, 
overhauling energy contracting frameworks, and passing the Low Carbon Economy Investment 
Act to compel major commercial enterprises to allocate internal capital toward decarbonization. 
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PHILIPPINE INFORMATION AGENCY 
 
CCC calls for stronger protection of Sierra Madre to advance climate resilience 
 
MANILA, Philippines — The Climate Change Commission (CCC) called for strengthened 
protection and conservation of the Sierra Madre mountain range as the country observed Save 
Sierra Madre Day, underscoring the vital role of forest ecosystems in reducing disaster risks, 
protecting biodiversity, and supporting climate-resilient communities. 
 
CCC Vice Chairperson and Executive Director Robert E.A. Borje said safeguarding the Sierra 
Madre must be treated as a key component of the Philippines’ climate change adaptation and 
disaster risk reduction efforts. 
 
“Sierra Madre has stood for generations. Now, it’s our turn to stand for it. Protecting this 
mountain range means protecting our forests, biodiversity, and the communities that depend on 
these ecosystems. It is a responsibility we must carry forward through stronger conservation, 
restoration, and climate action,” Borje said. 
 
Observed every September 26 under Presidential Proclamation No. 413, s. 2012, Save Sierra 
Madre Day raises awareness of the importance of conserving the mountain range and the risks 
associated with its degradation. The proclamation was issued in the context of the devastation 
caused by Tropical Storm Ondoy on 26 September 2009, including flooding and loss of lives. 
 
Stretching approximately 540 kilometers across Luzon, the Sierra Madre serves as a natural 
barrier against tropical cyclones and supports important forest ecosystems. It is home to around 
40 percent of the Philippines’ forest cover and approximately 3,500 plant species, 58 percent of 
which are endemic. 
 
The mountain range also serves as a carbon sink, with its forested areas helping absorb carbon 
dioxide from the atmosphere and supporting ecosystem functions essential to climate 
regulation. 
 
Borje emphasized that conservation efforts must extend beyond annual observances and be 
integrated into local development planning, ecosystem restoration, and community-based 
climate action. 
 
“Climate resilience begins with protecting the ecosystems that sustain life and livelihoods. We 
need coordinated action among national government agencies, local government units, 
Indigenous Peoples, communities, civil society, and other stakeholders to ensure that the Sierra 
Madre remains protected for present and future generations,” he said. 
 
The CCC reiterated the importance of aligning forest conservation, biodiversity protection, and 
disaster risk reduction with the country’s broader climate commitments, while promoting 
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inclusive and sustainable approaches that recognize the needs and participation of communities 
living within and around the mountain range. 
 
Through strengthened environmental governance and sustained collaboration, the Commission 
encouraged stakeholders to support the protection, rehabilitation, and responsible management 
of the Sierra Madre as part of the Philippines’ long-term climate resilience agenda. 
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PHILIPPINE INFORMATION AGENCY 
 
CCC champions coastal resilience and innovative finance at SAFET Conference 2026 
 
MACTAN, CEBU — The Climate Change Commission (CCC) underscored the urgent need for 
science-driven policies and innovative financing to protect the highly vulnerable fisheries and 
aquaculture sector from escalating climate change impacts at the 2026 Seafood and Fisheries 
Emerging Technologies (SAFET) conference in Mactan, Cebu.  
 
More than 300 global stakeholders, including technology developers, government officials, and 
industry leaders, attended the conference, which focused on strengthening the links among 
sustainable fisheries, seafood systems, and climate-adaptive technology. 
 
CCC Commissioner Rachel Anne Herrera noted that sea-level rise in the Philippines is 
projected to be twice the historical global average, threatening coastal settlements and 
accelerating saltwater intrusion. Global models further project a decline of 9% to 24% in 
potential marine fisheries across the archipelago by 2050.  
 
Presenting the Philippines’ National Adaptation Plan (NAP) 2023–2050, Herrera pointed out that 
the Philippines stands at the global frontline of the climate crisis, having been repeatedly ranked 
first in disaster risk by the World Risk Report. The NAP estimates that climate change could cost 
the Philippines up to $22.4 billion (₱1.4 trillion) annually by 2030 in a business-as-usual 
scenario.  
 
“Our aquaculture infrastructure is also at risk: it is projected that a significant portion of our 
roads, bridges, and municipal assets will encounter extreme hazards in the coming decades, 
resulting in billions of pesos in direct economic losses. Additionally, our fragile marine 
ecosystems like coral reefs and mangroves, which generate billions of pesos in invaluable 
ecosystem services, are rapidly degraded by warming waters and severe weather,” Herrera 
said. “Inaction is no longer an option,” she added. 
 
Under the NAP’s overarching theme, “Securing Food Supply: Nurture Nature, Sustain 
Livelihoods,” the CCC emphasized that agriculture, fisheries, and food security are “front and 
center” priorities. Protecting these sectors is not only an ecological necessity but a social 
imperative, as fisherfolk continue to suffer from some of the highest poverty incidence rates in 
the country.  
 
During the session, Herrera said that the Philippine government is already moving from planning 
to implementation via the Philippine Adaptation Investment Platform (AIP), which was launched 
during the 2nd Adaptation Investment Forum earlier in March. Recognizing that public funds 
alone cannot meet the projected trillion-dollar global adaptation need by 2050, the AIP is 
actively seeking to crowd in private and blended finance. 
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The AIP aims to build a portfolio pipeline worth at least $350 million over the next five years. 
During a panel discussion, Herrera highlighted the importance of “blended capital”—where 
public and development funds are used to de-risk investments—making adaptation projects 
more attractive to private investors. She cited successful ground-level models, such as those 
implemented by Hublag Microfinance, which link marine protected areas with sustainable 
livelihoods, as best practice for scalable adaptation finance. 
 
“Public funds alone cannot meet the immense challenges of climate change. The Adaptation 
Investment Platform and similar mechanisms help mobilize private and blended finance to 
de-risk investments and scale up climate resilience initiatives,” CCC Vice Chairperson and 
Executive Director Robert E.A. Borje affirmed.  
 
The 2026 SAFET Conference was co-hosted with the Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic 
Resources (BFAR) and British Embassy Manila, with the theme “From Innovation to 
Implementation: Powering Responsible Fisheries, Markets, and Livelihoods.” It concluded with a 
call to action to transform coastal communities from “frontlines of vulnerability into beacons of 
climate resilience” through the combined lens of social justice, gender responsiveness, and 
innovative financial architecture. 
 
SAFET was founded in 2014 as a US non-profit initiative that serves as an impartial global 
platform bridging the gap between technology solution providers and the needs of the seafood 
and fisheries sector. 
 
The Climate Change Commission is the lead policy-making body of the government on climate 
change. It coordinates, monitors and evaluates government programs and works to mainstream 
climate change in national, local and sectoral development plans. 
 

  =END= 
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