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PHP 6-million waterway survey part of city’s El Nifio prep

By: Rjay Zuriaga Castor

ILOILO CITY — With a strong El Nifio looming, the lloilo City government is strengthening
science-based planning and resilience efforts through its first scientific forum to address
emerging climate and disaster risks.

ECO BUSINESS

Warming Himalayas: Nepal’s climate justice test

By: Som Niroula

Nepal's devastating Himalayan floods have exposed the human and economic cost of a
warming region, reviving demand for climate justice.


https://www.dailyguardian.com.ph/blog/php-6-million-waterway-survey-part-of-citys-el-nino-prep
https://www.eco-business.com/opinion/warming-himalayas-nepals-climate-justice-test/

INSIDE CLIMATE NEWS

Incoming El Nifo Is so Extreme It Doesn’t Have a Scientific Name
By: Nina Dietz

As a record breaking El Nifio continues to grow in the Eastern Pacific, climate scientist Daniel
Swain explains what may be in store for the next year as we brace for an El Nifio “so far above
anything we've previously seen, it doesn't even fit on the same axis.”

MANILA BULLETIN

ASEAN delegates convene in Malolos for climate resilience event
By: Freddie Velez

Delegates from the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) arrived in Malolos City,
Bulacan, on Monday, Sept. 28, for a three-day cross-learning event tackling one of the region’s
most pressing concerns: climate resilience.

MANILA STANDARD

PH ! | i .
By: Rio N. Araja

The Philippines is calling for an immediate, systemic scaling of global loss and damage finance
during the 81st United Nations General Assembly (UNGA 81).
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PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER

Legarda: PH should refuse to remain a mere climate change victim
By: Jan Escosio

MANILA, Philippines — The latest findings from the 2026 United Nations Environment
Programme (UNEP) report 1 confirm what Sen. Loren Legarda has long warned against: Global
climate targets are falling drastically short, and the Philippines is among the most vulnerable
countries.


https://insideclimatenews.org/news/29092026/record-breaking-el-nino-grows-in-pacific/
https://mb.com.ph/2026/09/29/asean-delegates-convene-in-malolos-for-climate-resilience-event
https://manilastandard.net/news/314798906/ph-seeks-stronger-damage-financing.html
https://globalnation.inquirer.net/339746/legarda-ph-should-refuse-to-remain-a-mere-climate-change-victim
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Legarda recalls ICJ advisory opinion: Demands climate justice amid UNEP report,
escalating regional hazards (NO PHOTO)

AS global temperatures continue to rise dangerously, the Philippines is renewing its call for
international climate justice, urging the global community to recognize the disproportionate
suffering of vulnerable nations.

ABS CBN

How can you prepare for El Nifio? Climate Change Commission suggests measures
By: Jervis Manahan

MANILA — The public has been warned to prepare for the upcoming El Nifo which is
forecasted to be strong. But how, exactly?

PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER

Climat I hool . hift schedules for E1 Nif

The Climate Change Commission (CCC) on Tuesday advised schools and government
agencies to shift their schedules ahead of the expected impacts of El Nifio in the country.

ABOITIZEYES

Aboitiz, GCash Take Root In Balamban

More than 3,000 volunteers gathered in Balamban, Cebu as Aboitiz Foundation and GCash
brought their five-year forest restoration partnership to the ground through tree and bamboo
planting on Saturday, September 19.
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PHP 6-million waterway survey part of city’s El Niiio prep
By: Rjay Zuriaga Castor

ILOILO CITY — With a strong El Nifio looming, the lloilo City government is strengthening
science-based planning and resilience efforts through its first scientific forum to address
emerging climate and disaster risks.

The two-day forum, held Sept. 28-29, convened scientists, technical experts, business leaders,
academic institutions, and other partners to discuss the climate, environmental, technological,
and social hazards confronting the city.

The city government said the forum aimed to strengthen risk governance, resilience, and
sustainable development by increasing awareness and understanding of emerging climate and
non-climate risks that could affect lloilo City in the coming years.

lloilo City Mayor Raisa Trefas-Chu said early and science-based preparations would help the

city avert the possible impacts of a “Super El Nifio” on water supply, food production, fisheries,
livelihoods, and the daily lives of llonggos.

“When the time comes that there is a lack of water supply and there is extreme heat, it is the
families, especially those that are already vulnerable, that suffer the brunt of these disasters.
This is why preparedness must begin before a crisis happens,” she said.

The Philippine Atmospheric, Geophysical and Astronomical Services Administration (PAGASA)
said on Sept. 23 that a very strong El Nifio is likely to emerge between September and
December 2026 and may continue until the first half of 2027.

PAGASA warned that prolonged rainfall deficits raise the risk of severe agricultural dry spells
and water supply stress, threatening food security, water resources, energy production, public
health, and the broader economy.

The first day of the forum focused on scientific expertise, technical insights, and evidence-based
perspectives on evolving climate conditions and their implications for disaster risk reduction,
adaptation, and sustainable development.

The second day highlighted the role of the private sector in promoting science-informed
governance and the importance of foresight in anticipating risks, reducing vulnerabilities, and
turning scientific knowledge into proactive action.

“As a city, we know that preparing for these challenges requires more than responding when a
disaster happens. We need to understand the risks, anticipate impacts, and make decisions that
protect lives before danger reaches our communities,” Trefias-Chu said.


https://www.dailyguardian.com.ph/blog/php-6-million-waterway-survey-part-of-citys-el-nino-prep

“Science gives us the knowledge to understand these risks, but it is our responsibility to turn
that knowledge into action,” she added.

Trefas-Chu said collaboration among scientists, communities, and institutions was necessary to
develop practical solutions to the city’s emerging risks.

The mayor also cited several city programs aimed at strengthening disaster preparedness and
environmental resilience.

Through the KABALAKA program, the city trains residents and barangays in disaster
preparedness, recognizing them as first responders during emergencies.

The city also implements the |-Greens program, which includes tree planting, environmental
protection, and mangrove rehabilitation, as well as coastal greening, rainwater harvesting,
EcoCycle waste management, and SunRISE solar initiatives.

Trefias-Chu also said the city government has allocated PHP 6 million for a delineation survey
and review of waterways in lloilo City.

The survey will identify the actual flow of water through creeks and natural waterways and
determine areas that need to be cleared.

It will also identify areas occupied by informal settlers who may need to be relocated to prevent
obstruction of waterways.

“Every plan, every program, and every partnership must lead to safer communities and a city
that is ready to face whatever challenges may come,” Trefas-Chu said.



ECO BUSINESS

Warming Himalayas: Nepal’s climate justice test
By: Som Niroula

Nepal's devastating Himalayan floods have exposed the human and economic cost of a
warming region, reviving demand for climate justice.

The recent floods in Nepal have exposed the growing vulnerability of Himalayan communities
and the widening gap between the scale of climate losses and international support.

The devastating Himalayan disaster of 26 August 2026, has left Nepal facing enormous
reconstruction costs. The critical question for the global community then is: will climate finance
be treated as a matter of justice, instead of charity?

The high-altitude glacier collapse in the northern part of Langtang/Lirung Mountain caused a
rock Himalayan tsunami that killed more than 1,451 people as of 19 September 2026, left 5,786
missing and affected about 1.6 million people in five districts of Nepal, according to the
government’s situation report.

The government has rescued 13,784 people and mobilised security forces for rescue
operations. It assessed damage to 41 motorable bridges, 3,702 private houses, roads and 12
hydropower projects.

The recently released Rapid Damage and Need Assessment (RDNA) estimates total damage
and losses at more than US$2.66 billion. About US$4.72 billion is required for reconstruction
and rehabilitation, while US$5.7 million is needed for immediate relief and short-term
rehabilitation over the next six months.

The flood damaged 7,570 private houses, 48 public buildings, 18 schools, seven health facilities
and 30 cultural heritage sites. About $685 million will be required to rehabilitate the social
sector.

But the cost of physical damage does not capture the full social impact. Children, women and
senior citizens have suffered severe psychosocial impact, while marginalised communities have
become further marginalised. These “costs” have been undermined or overlooked in the
assessment report.

Scientists working with World Weather Attribution (WWA) described the disaster as a
“catastrophic rock-ice avalanche that transitioned into a debris flood in the Himalayas along the
Nepal-China border”. They said climate change and rising temperatures in the Himalayan region
contributed significantly to the disaster. Floods in the Himalayan region have become more
frequent and more devastating in recent years.


https://www.eco-business.com/opinion/warming-himalayas-nepals-climate-justice-test/

The Government of Nepal has written to the Loss and Damage Fund, seeking reparation for the
impacts of climate change and calling on polluters to provide compensation and justice. The
Loss and Damage Fund said Nepal should provide sufficient evidence about the causes of the
flood. Its board will consider providing up to US$20 million in compensation.

Compared with the estimated losses, the proposed support is small. The World Bank has also
offered concessional loans to Nepal. Members of the civil society and youth are demanding
grants as reparation rather than loans. They have been demanding climate justice, focusing on
the causes of glacier melt in the Himalayas, known as the “Third Pole” and a source of water for
large numbers of people in the region.

Campaigners argue that the climate crisis is a fundamental human rights issue linked to the
right to life and a sustainable environment. They are also calling for climate finance to be treated
as justice rather than charity and for a regional framework across the Hindu Kush Himalaya
region to share information, establish early-warning systems and develop institutional
mechanisms.

Ten young people began a hunger strike on 18 September 2026, at the base camp of Mount
Manaslu. They are demanding assessments of future glacial lake outburst flood risks, regular
joint monitoring of lakes along the China-Nepal border, and climate compensation and justice for
Nepal, which has to bear the costs of climate-related impacts to which it has not contributed.

Prime Minister Balendra Shah is due to attend the 81st United Nations General Assembly in
New York, where he will raise the issue of the climate crisis impacting Nepal. It is an opportunity
for Nepal to present the context and causes of the recent disaster internationally. Foreign
Minister Sisir Khanal has already left for the UNGA and is due to attend side events in New
York. He is also expected to appeal for international support to overcome the crisis.

Civil society and the public have raised concerns about delays in rescuing people trapped in a
hydropower tunnel, saying the government did not allow international experts to assist during
the early phase of the rescue. They have also raised concerns about delays in search
operations.

Nepal will need to amplify its demands for climate justice, including through the Loss and
Damage Fund, while ensuring accountability and transparency in the use of funds. The federal
government’s initial hesitation to collaborate with local governments also created tensions
between federal and provincial governments.

The internally displaced are being housed in 27 holding centres in Rasuwa, Nuwakot and
Dhading, where 1,743 people are living. The government has offered US$98 (NPR 15,000) per
family member to stay outside the holding centres for four months.

The disaster gives Nepal an opportunity to raise concerns about climate change at the global
and regional levels. Communities living in river basins and near glacier lakes remain at high risk.



Nepal should seek timely information-sharing from the international community to reduce those
risks, while international partners can provide technology for faster warnings.

Existing early-warning technology and knowledge may not be sufficient to predict disasters of
this kind. Investment is, therefore, needed not only for recovery but also for research and
knowledge exchange. Digital technology and empowered communities could help reduce
vulnerabilities.

Nepal also needs people-centred development to cope with such disasters, including the
exchange of knowledge on infrastructure capable of withstanding harsh Himalayan conditions.
Nepal, China and India need to minimise human activities that directly or indirectly affect the
ecology and environment of the Himalayas.

Community-led initiatives, respect for indigenous knowledge and participation in development
could help sustain the region’s ecology and reduce degradation.

Small states such as Nepal need global support to rebuild after large-scale disasters. The
Government of Nepal also needs to prioritise community rebuilding in future interventions rather
than focusing on the business community.



INSIDE CLIMATE NEWS

Incoming El Nino Is so Extreme It Doesn’t Have a Scientific Name
By: Nina Dietz

As a record breaking El Nifio continues to grow in the Eastern Pacific, climate scientist Daniel
Swain explains what may be in store for the next year as we brace for an El Nifio “so far above
anything we've previously seen, it doesn't even fit on the same axis.”

Daniel Swain has made a name for himself studying the extremes of a warming planet. Fires,
floods, droughts, heat, storms: if it's a record breaker, Swain has probably studied it.

As a climate scientist at the California Institute for Water Resources of the University of
California Agriculture and Natural Resources program, a division of the UC Office of the
President, Swain has dedicated his life to understanding so-called “outlier events” and how
climate change is super-charging them. Then, he explains them, and not just to fellow scientists.
He devotes over 1,000 hours a year to climate communication for the public.

Climate Scientist, California Institute for Water Resources, University of California Agriculture
and Natural Resources program, a division of the UC Office of the President,

Swain is the mind behind “Weather West,” and coined the term “Ridiculously Resilient Ridge” in
December 2013, as a first year graduate student, for the high pressure ridge perpetuating the
2011-2017 northern California and Pacific Northwest drought. As a climate scientist, and life
long Californian, he has been keeping a close eye on the current El Nifio.

Based on a recent study in Science, the current El Nifo is likely the strongest in over a
millennium. Following this revelation, the U.N. Secretary-General Anténio Guterres warned,
“The science leaves no room for doubt: the planet is in uncharted waters, and those waters are
heating up.”

Officials from Britain to Los Angeles are issuing advisories for residents to prepare and stock up
on essentials in preparation for this historic El Nifio.

In a recent interview, Swain and Inside Climate News reporter Nina Dietz discussed why this El
Nifo is unlike anything we’ve seen before, and what it could mean for California and beyond:

DANIEL SWAIN: So El Nifio is a recharge oscillator, which is effectively a battery.

The tropical oceans are a big heat sink. The tropics are warm, there’s a lot of sun directly on the
water, and then the currents subduct some of that heat to deeper layers. But then, you reach a
point where there’s so much energy in the Pacific that it becomes unstable, and the system
needs to equilibrate. The way it does that is through an EI Nifio.


https://insideclimatenews.org/news/29092026/record-breaking-el-nino-grows-in-pacific/

This is why EI Nifio and La Nina, the El Nifilo Southern Oscillation or ENSO collectively, is
semi-cyclical, coming around every two-seven years or so. That’s something you can take to the
bank. We can view it as a battery, because there is a certain point beyond which it's not going to
continue to overcharge. So El Nifio is the ocean system discharging a full battery.

We’re going into extreme territory with this one, probably record breaking. It's possible we could
have another one in a couple years. But it would be pretty hard to have another strong one just
a couple years from now because this one looks like it really will discharge the battery. But
simultaneously, the battery is getting larger and refilling more quickly with global warming.

So it's a bigger and bigger battery over time. The vast majority of the energy that’s accumulating
in the Earth’s system due to climate change is stored in the oceans. So El Nifio is one of the
ways that the ocean “burps” out this extra heat.

But all that excess energy in the tropical Pacific Ocean discharges into the atmosphere. Once it
enters the atmosphere it moves all around the world as that energy dissipates.

The EI Nifio energy itself coming out of the oceans into the atmosphere is temporary. So it’'s not
like we are permanently warming because of El Nifio. We will see record breaking global
warmth later this year and into 2027.

But the problem is that these releases of heat are getting larger because there’s more heat
being stored in the Pacific. And it gets even more complicated.

NINA DIETZ: Complicated is great!

SWAIN: Well, how we measure the strength of an EI Nifio event has changed. Historically, we
literally just drew a box, a rectangular box in the tropical Pacific and measured how much
warmer it was than on average.

But there’s several problems with this. First, the average ain’'t what it used to be, it's a moving
target.

So to account for that, NOAA has now adopted a new metric of El Nifio Southern Oscillation
intensity known as the Relative Oceanic Nifio Index. A change from the Oceanic Nifo Index, so
RONI versus ONI.

All of the Earth’s oceans are warmer than they were thirty years ago, but the eastern tropical
Pacific matters during El Nifio because of how warm it’s relative to the rest of the ocean. RONI
is useful for understanding storm track shifts. The differential is what dictates where and how the
jet streams shift because those are themselves based on temperature differentials.

If you want to know about winter rainfall in California or drought in Indonesia, then the RONI
may be the best metric.
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However, there are other climate impacts from El Nifio that depend on the absolute number, in
which case subtracting out that warming signal can be misleading. For example, as of August
24, the RONI is tied with 1997-1998 as the strongest RONI on record for late August. That’s
quite extreme.

Clearly, even if you use the more conservative measure, we’re in rare territory. However, if you
use the ONI, we'’re already in record shattering territory. It's so far above anything we've
previously seen, it doesn’t even fit on the same axis.

DIETZ: Is that why there is suddenly a new chart with an extended Y axis?

SWAIN: Yeah, so you can get a very different answer depending on which index you use: the
RONI, better reflects relative changes which reflect shifts in the storm track. But the absolute
changes matter for the overall acceleration of the global hydrologic cycle.

That doesn’t care about the relative gradients in the Pacific. It's just a function of what is the
average global temperature, which is going to scale more with the absolute intensity of ENSO.

If you use that overall climate perspective, you get really a more alarming answer from the
absolute numbers because they are telling us that later this year into next year we're going to,
almost certainly at this point, see record-breaking global temperatures again. Breaking even the
temperature records we've seen in recent years, perhaps by a considerable margin, and also an
increase in the intensity of the global hydrologic cycle.

We may see temperatures next year that are close to that 1.7 degree centigrade range, and
could even be higher than that.

Ill give us a taste of what well above 1.5 degrees looks like. That will be next year’s climate in
terms of temperature, extreme rain, extreme drought and wildfire. And that's something we
would not fully glean just from this RONI index.

DIETZ: I've heard it being called the “Godzilla” El Nifio?

SWAIN: Well, this one is shaping up to be monstrous. Though to be clear, that isn’t an actual
category. That tops out at “very strong.” We don’t have a categorization for this.

Interestingly and alarmingly, the forecast for this fall suggests that it's going to strengthen so
much more that it will no longer matter which index we use, it will most likely be record breaking
by late autumn either way. It’s going to further separate from the pack. This year is going to be

tumultuous.

DIETZ: What will this mean for people living through it?
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SWAIN: It depends dramatically where you are, because one thing El Nifio does is, in some
places it results in persistent extreme rainfall and in other places, extreme drought. It really is
very regionally specific. What the absolute temperature is telling us is that the overall intensity of
those extremes are likely to be larger. The atmosphere behaves akin to a progressively larger
kitchen sponge, the warmer it is. It's purely a function of temperature, believe it or not.

It really just comes down to the fact that the rate of evaporation is exponentially higher at higher
temperatures. And what goes up must come down.

DIETZ: What do you worry about for people across California?

SWAIN: The number one concern | have this winter is for people who live on the coast of
California, because this record breaking El Nifio will double the amount of sea level rise we've
seen from climate change overnight.

DIETZ: Wait, really?

SWAIN: We've seen about eight to 12 inches of sea level rise due to climate change historically
over the past century in California, which has already caused its own problems.This event will
probably add another foot on top of that just between now and December.

That's a pretty big deal because for this winter, sea level rise will temporarily double overnight.
And on top of that, El Nifio also increases the likelihood of significant winter storms right during
the season of highest tides.

So not only do you have temporary elevation of sea level on top of the permanent climate
change induced sea level rise, but you also have an increased likelihood of really big ocean
waves, and on top of that, temporary storm surges. We don’t get 20-foot storm surges like
during a Gulf Coast hurricane, thankfully. But you can still get a foot or two.

DIETZ: That doesn’t sound too bad?

SWAIN: Well, if you add a foot or two on top of a foot of sea level rise, on top of a foot of El Nifio
temporary rise and then you stack it...yeah. We also have the king tides, which peak right
around when all the rest of this peaks in November and December. And this year’s king tides,
unfortunately, are going to be among the highest.

This is purely chance, not climate related, but they're going to be especially high in November
and December this year.

So the likelihood of record breaking coastal flooding in California is pretty high in November and

December especially. And remember, in California, the highest risk of coastal flooding isn’t
always along the oceanic coast, ironically, but it's in places like San Francisco Bay.
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But this affects millions of people, including people who might not think about it as much
because they don't live by the ocean, but they're within a few feet of sea level on a tidally
connected bay or estuary. That's the number one issue.

And | mentioned it first because it's almost certain to happen.
The other piece is the rainfall in California.
DIETZ: Oh?

SWAIN: A wetter-than-average winter in California is extremely likely, and especially in Southern
California. But also there are growing odds of a very wet winter that could bring increased
freshwater flooding risk. So we have those two things together. That's a medium
high-confidence statement.

The coastal flooding is at this point practically certain. But both of these in some places can
combine where you have freshwater outflows and saltwater inflows mingling.

DIETZ: When you're talking about the sea level impacts, especially with these king tides and
adding in a couple storm surges for good measure, what would you want people to understand
going into this?

SWAIN: | focus a little more on the coastal impacts because they're a near certainty. They do
not depend on EIl Nifio bringing particularly heavy rainfall. | think it probably will, but that’s still in
very probable territory rather than certain. But this sea level elevation is unavoidable with an El
Nifio of this magnitude. And the impacts will likely be quite large. | mean, think about the impact
we saw in ‘82-'83 or ‘97-'98, and then we add the effects of cumulative sea level rise since then.

DIETZ: Can you give some idea of the ‘97-'98 impacts?

SWAIN: In California these resulted in massive coastal erosion. Think California’s Highway One,
for example. There were huge landslides taking out highways and transportation corridors.

Just the first few inches of elevation in Southern California have already caused enough erosion
to close the Amtrak line along the coast, and this is just the beginning.

In the past, some of the worst flooding was in ocean-facing harbors like Santa Cruz, by waves
washing past the typical shoreline. Some of the most disruptive stuff has been places like the
interior of San Francisco Bay, where places like Marin County, Napa County and the Palo Alto
even experienced major flooding because the bay rose up over the levees and the seawalls and
flooded neighborhoods and freeways with significant depth. And just last year, we saw
record-breaking coastal flooding without a strong EIl Nifio in some of these places.
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There are a number of critical transportation arteries, Highway 1, Highway 101; many of the
major Bay Area Airports; most of the big tech firms, Facebook, Google; these are all in places
that are susceptible to significant flooding from the bay.

| think some of the greatest impacts from this might be in places like the San Francisco Bay
Area, which is not always intuitive, but there’s a huge amount of people and infrastructure within
six feet of sea level there.

DEITZ: And is that six feet on top of current sea level, or is that six feet from pre-sea-level-rise?

SWAIN: Oh well, | think either way. To put it into perspective, major interstates and highways in
the Bay Area now flood a little almost every king tide. Now the difference is, it's sort of
manageable, arguably, when there’s only a few inches of water on some of these roads, a few
times a year and in a predictable cycle. But it's going to be very different if it's feet instead of
inches and if it's many times and not always on the same predictable king tide schedule.

Some lower lying areas that would have flooded during king tides normally will be more or less
inundated for the winter. But the problem is really going to be the places just above those
elevations that would typically not flood during king tides. They might flood this year. And | don’t
think people there will be prepared.

The infrastructure is extremely vulnerable at one-to-two feet above typical king tide range. The
damage can be devastating. This is a classic example of built thresholds. We’ve built seawalls,
we've built road elevations, we’ve built structures to the high end of what we’re used to
historically. As soon as we start exceeding that with water, it starts to become a significant
problem because even a few inches of water in your home is a big problem. And cars and
infrastructure and all the stuff that's exposed to salt water has an even bigger problem than
freshwater.

DIETZ: Can you explain why La Nifia follows El Nifo?

SWAIN: El Nifio drains the battery. When you plug it back in, it's going to take a while for that
charge to build back up.

That's why La Nifa is more likely to follow El Nifio, but more importantly, following a very strong
El Nifo, the odds grow that La Nina will follow because we have more completely discharged

that battery. Odds are high that a La Nifia is likely next year.

DIETZ: So people shouldn’t be banking on the extra precipitation this year to save us from the
current water crisis?

SWAIN: In some places, one year buys you a lot. But will this solve the Colorado Basin crisis?
The short answer is an emphatic no. But not because it won’t be wet there. Even the wettest
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year on record wouldn’t solve the Colorado Basin crisis. It's not just one, two, even three dry
years. It's three dry decades.

There’s the additional issue of there being more demand for water than there ever was in the
first place, even before the amount started decreasing. And on top of that, climate change is

decreasing the amount that’s available.

This won’t solve anything. It might help in the short term. We might be in slightly better shape
next summer if we get lucky.

But it doesn’t offset a decade or two of drought. It offsets this year, maybe. It might put us back
to where we were a year or two ago, which was still a crisis in terms of the water scarcity.

It might give people an excuse to stall for another year and not address the underlying issues.
Most likely it will just prolong the inevitable march toward deadpool a little longer.
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MANILA BULLETIN

ASEAN delegates convene in Malolos for climate resilience event
By: Freddie Velez

Delegates from the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) arrived in Malolos City,
Bulacan, on Monday, Sept. 28, for a three-day cross-learning event tackling one of the region’s
most pressing concerns: climate resilience.

Mayor Christian D. Natividad led the welcome rites, underscoring Malolos’ role as host of the
ASEAN Cross-Learning Event 2026.

The gathering brought together representatives and stakeholders to share strategies for
countries facing similar climate pressures.

With the theme “Beyond the Risk: Strategic Choices for Climate-Resilient Countries in ASEAN,”
participants discussed the impacts of climate change and explored innovative measures to
strengthen community preparedness and stability.

Natividad said Malolos was chosen as host because of its pioneering use of Nature-Based
Solutions (NBS).

The city is the first in the Philippines to adopt an NBS model designed by the Netherlands, a
move that highlights the value of harnessing nature to build safer, more resilient communities.
Through this initiative, Malolos has become a key learning site for adapting climate solutions to
local contexts.

The event also provides a platform to showcase the city’s efforts in disaster preparedness, risk
reduction, and climate adaptation.

Over three days, ASEAN participants will engage in discussions, knowledge-sharing sessions,
and exchanges of experience aimed at expanding strategies for climate resilience.

As a city that continues to face flooding and severe weather, Malolos emphasizes solutions that
go beyond immediate disaster response, focusing instead on long-term planning and
implementation of nature-based strategies.

Netherlands Ambassador to the Philippines Roderick Wols also joined the event, welcomed by
Mayor Natividad along with City Administrator Joel Eugenio, City Environment and Natural
Resources Office chief Amiel Cruz, Bulacan police director Col. Jay B. Baybayan, and Malolos
police chief Lt. Col. Jordan G. Santiago.
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MANILA STANDARD

PH seeks stronger damage financing
By: Rio N. Araja

The Philippines is calling for an immediate, systemic scaling of global loss and damage finance
during the 81st United Nations General Assembly (UNGA 81).

As host to the Fund for Responding to Loss and Damage (FRLD) Board and one of the world’s
most vulnerable nations, the Philippines reaffirmed its commitment to bridging financial
mobilization and frontline climate needs.

Department of Environment and Natural Resources Secretary Juan Miguel Cuna outlined
measures to improve loss and damage finance, including simplified direct-access funding for
local communities, a dedicated non-economic loss and damage window, and climate-responsive
social protection for frontline workers.

“Loss and damage finance is not charity; it is the fundamental precondition for global climate
equity, human dignity, and shared global stability,” Cuna said, calling for faster and more direct
assistance. The Philippines and the FRLD Secretariat also urged developed nations to increase
climate finance under the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change and Paris Agreement.

Cuna also stressed the need to shift to renewable energy to reduce the Philippines’ exposure to
global fuel market disruptions and geopolitical instability. Under the Philippine Energy Plan, the
government targets more than 50% renewable energy in its power generation mix by 2050, with
a near-term target of 35% by 2030.
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CCC IN THE NEWS:
PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER

Legarda: PH should refuse to remain a mere climate change victim
By: Jan Escosio

MANILA, Philippines — The latest findings from the 2026 United Nations Environment
Programme (UNEP) report 1 confirm what Sen. Loren Legarda has long warned against: Global
climate targets are falling drastically short, and the Philippines is among the most vulnerable
countries.

But as Legarda stressed in a recent statement: “We should not remain merely a victim of
climate. Though we are among those most affected, we should become an example for the
whole world on how to stand, fight, and implement real solutions based on nature and science.”

In that statement, Legarda highlighted the following key points of the UNEP report:

e The world is precariously set to cross the 1.5°C global warming threshold within the next
few years as efforts to curb greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions remain insufficient.

e Projections outline starkly divergent futures: In the best-case scenario, global
temperature rise is projected to peak at 1.8°C above pre-industrial levels before
attempting an “overshoot, peak, and decline” pathway to return below 1.5°C by 2100
through aggressive emissions reductions and carbon removal.

e Conversely, worst-case pathways project temperature peaks exceeding 2°C, increasing
the risk of crossing catastrophic ecological tipping points and irreversible damage.

[ J

“I hate to be proven right, but as | said, inaction will lead to us failing to meet the 1.5°C target,”
Legarda said.

“The painful truth is that these are not just numbers. These numbers affect our environment and
our lives. These mean stronger storms, more intense hot weather, and other calamities caused
by climate change,” she added in Filipino.

Lived realities, binding obligations

In other words, for the Philippines, ranked once again at the top of the 2025 World Risk Index
due to its extreme exposure to overlapping disasters, unmet global targets will be felt, not as
abstract figures, but as lived realities.

Across Southeast Asia, they will be felt as compounding climate challenges — from extreme

monsoon rains unleashing widespread flooding to the transboundary haze drifting from regional
forest fires.
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According to Legarda, these conditions expose a profound disparity: “Vulnerable nations are
bearing the heaviest impacts of a crisis they did not create.”

This disparity, she added, puts into sharp focus the historic July 2025 Advisory Opinion of the
International Court of Justice (ICJ) that states have legally binding obligations under
international law to protect the climate system and prevent significant environmental harm, a
position welcomed by the UN General Assembly in 2026.

As Legarda noted, a cooperative yet resolute path forward for climate accountability is needed.

“Every country, especially the big nations that have a big contribution to GHG [greenhouse gas]
emissions, before or now, should join together and fulfill their obligations so we can achieve true
climate justice,” she said.

PH should rise above victimhood
Despite accounting for just 0.51% of global greenhouse gas emissions, the Philippines suffers
exponentially from climate-induced devastation, Legarda pointed out.

Still, throughout her legislative career, Legarda has consistently insisted that the Philippines
must refuse to resign itself to mere victimhood. Instead, the nation must show the world how the
climate crisis should be addressed through proactive, institutionalized resilience.

Legarda urges decisive action and suggests the following steps:
First

Institutionalize strategic climate governance and policy alignment under the Climate Change Act
of 2009 (Republic Act No. 9729).

The Climate Change Commission (CCC) must be empowered to lead a whole-of-government
response that integrates climate adaptation and mitigation into national, sectoral, and local
development plans.

This includes driving science-based policy coordination, guiding agencies in mainstreaming
climate resilience into public investments, and operationalizing critical strategic responses such
as the National Adaptation Plan (NAP) and the Nationally Determined Contribution
Implementation Plan (NDCIP).

Aligning national adaptation priorities with concrete mitigation policies and empowering the CCC
will ensure that institutional responses guide a transition towards a climate-adaptive and

low-carbon society.

Second
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Mobilize and monitor climate finance by accelerating legislation that strengthens the country’s
ability to access and use climate funds with full transparency and accountability.

This builds upon foundational instruments, such as the People’s Survival Fund, to ensure that
resources reach frontline communities effectively.

Third
Strengthen adaptation and local resilience by fast-tracking the localization of climate action.

This involves supporting local government units in updating and implementing their local climate
change action plans using the latest science and risk assessments from the National Adaptation
Plan.

This also requires the strict enforcement of foundational environmental laws, chief among them
is the Ecological Solid Waste Management Act (RA 9003), which is vital for reducing flood risks,
clearing drainage systems, and protecting ecosystems.

Fourth

Drive low-carbon development and systemic economic transformation to accelerate
economy-wide climate action.

This entails fully supporting the CCC in implementing the updated Nationally Determined
Contribution (NDC) and closely working with national government agencies in transforming the
energy, transport, industry, and agriculture sectors.

To sustain structural gains and address residual loss and damage, Legarda continues to
champion forward-looking legislative solutions she has filed — including the Low Carbon
Economy Bill, the Philippine Ecosystem and Natural Capital Accounting System (PENCAS), and
the Circular Economy Act — which collectively provide the vital metrics, regulatory incentives,
and pathways necessary for a resilient green economy.

Fifth

Demand international accountability and loss and damage support by enjoining the Department
of Foreign Affairs and the Climate Change Commission to diplomatically invoke the ICJ Advisory
Opinion across global platforms, leveraging the Philippines’ moral standing to demand
scaled-up climate finance, technology transfer, and direct loss-and-damage support from major
polluters.
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THE MANILA TIMES

Legarda recalls ICJ advisory opinion: Demands climate justice amid UNEP report,
escalating regional hazards (NO PHOTO)

AS global temperatures continue to rise dangerously, the Philippines is renewing its call for
international climate justice, urging the global community to recognize the disproportionate
suffering of vulnerable nations.

The latest findings from the 2026 United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) report confirm
what Senator Loren Legarda has long warned against: global climate targets are falling
drastically short. T

he world is precariously set to cross the 1.5°C global warming threshold within the next few
years as efforts to curb greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions remain insufficient.

Projections detailed in the report outline starkly divergent futures: in the best-case scenario,
global temperature rise is projected to peak at 1.8°C above pre industrial levels before
attempting an “overshoot, peak, and decline” pathway to return below 1.5°C by 2100 through
aggressive emissions reductions and carbon removal.

Conversely, worse-case pathways project temperature peaks exceeding 2°C, increasing the risk
of crossing catastrophic ecological tipping points and irreversible damage.

‘I hate to be proven right, but as | said, inaction will lead to us failing to meet the 1.5°C target.
The painful truth is, these are not just numbers, but numbers that have an impact on our
environment and our lives. This means stronger storms, more intense summers, and other
disasters caused by climate change,” Legarda remarked on these alarming projections.

Ranked once again at the top of the 2025 World Risk Index due to its extreme exposure to
overlapping disasters, these unmet global targets are felt by the Philippines not as abstract
figures, but as lived realities.

Across Southeast Asia, they manifest as compounding climate challenges — from extreme
monsoon rains unleashing widespread flooding to the transboundary haze drifting from regional

forest fires.

These realities, alongside broader global weather volatility, lay bare a profound disparity:
vulnerable nations are bearing the heaviest impacts of a crisis they did not create.

This disparity draws the historic July 2025 Advisory Opinion of the International Court of Justice
(ICJ) sharply into focus.
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The ICJ affirmed that states have legally binding obligations under international law to protect
the climate system and prevent significant environmental harm, a position welcomed by the UN
General Assembly in 2026.

As Senator Legarda noted, a cooperative yet resolute path forward for climate accountability is
needed to course correct.

“Every country, especially those that have contributed significantly to GHG emissions, whether
in the past or present, must come together and fulfill their obligations so that we can achieve
true climate justice,” she said.

Despite contributing a minuscule 0.51 percent of global greenhouse gas emissions, the country
suffers exponentially from climate-induced devastation.

Throughout her legislative career, Legarda has consistently maintained that the Philippines must
refuse to resign itself to mere victimhood. Instead, the nation must show the world how the
climate crisis should be addressed through proactive, institutionalized resilience.

To turn this vision into reality, Legarda urges decisive action, anchored by institutional
frameworks and forward-looking economic reforms:

First, we must institutionalize strategic climate governance and policy alignment under the
foundational mandate of the Climate Change Act of 2009 or Republic Act No. 9729.

In line with this landmark framework, we must continue to empower the Climate Change
Commission (CCC) as they spearhead a cohesive, whole-of-government general framework
that seamlessly integrates climate adaptation and mitigation into national, sectoral, and local
development plans.

This includes driving science-based policy harmonization, guiding agencies in mainstreaming
climate resilience into public investments, and operationalizing critical strategic instruments such
as the National Adaptation Plan (NAP) and the Nationally Determined Contribution
Implementation Plan (NDCIP). By aligning our comprehensive national adaptation priorities with
concrete mitigation pathways and the CCC empowered, we ensure that our institutional
responses effectively direct our national transition toward a climate-adaptive and low-carbon
society.

Second, we must mobilize and monitor climate finance by accelerating legislation that
strengthens our ability to access and utilize climate funds with full transparency and
accountability. This builds upon foundational instruments like the People’s Survival Fund,
ensuring resources reach frontline communities effectively.

Third, we must strengthen adaptation and local resilience by fast-tracking the localization of
climate action. This involves supporting local government units or LGUs in updating and
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implementing their Local Climate Change Action Plans (LCCAPs) using the latest science and
risk assessments from the National Adaptation Plan.

Furthermore, this requires the strict enforcement of foundational environmental laws, chief
among them is the Ecological Solid Waste Management Act (RA 9003) which is vital for
reducing flood risks, clearing drainage systems, and protecting ecosystems.

Fourth, we must drive low-carbon development and systemic economic transformation to
accelerate economy-wide climate action.

This entails fully supporting the CCC as they implement the updated Nationally Determined
Contribution (NDC), while closely working with national government agencies in transforming
our energy, transport, industry, and agriculture sectors our energy, transport, industry, and
agriculture sectors.

To lock in these structural gains and address residual loss and damage, Legarda continues to
champion forward-looking legislative solutions she has filed — including the Low Carbon
Economy Bill, the Philippine Ecosystem and Natural Capital Accounting System (PENCAS), and
the Circular Economy Act—which collectively provide the vital metrics, regulatory incentives,
and pathways necessary for a resilient green economy.

Finally, we must demand international accountability and loss and damage support by enjoining
the Department of Foreign Affairs and the Climate Change Commission to diplomatically invoke
the ICJ Advisory Opinion across global platforms, leveraging our moral standing to demand
scaled-up climate finance, technology transfer, and direct loss and damage support from major
polluters.

As Senator Legarda emphasized, “We must not remain mere victims of the climate crisis.
Although we are among the most affected, we must be an example to the entire world of how to
stand up, fight back, and implement real solutions based on nature and science.”

As transboundary haze and extreme weather events become part of our regional landscape,
Legarda stands firm on the ICJ's ruling, calling for collaborative accountability while fortifying the
nation’s legislative and adaptive defenses.

The clock has run out on empty promises.

From this moment forward, relentless action for climate justice takes command.
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How can vou prepare for El Nino? Climate Change Commission suggests measures
By: Jervis Manahan

MANILA — The public has been warned to prepare for the upcoming El Nifio which is
forecasted to be strong. But how, exactly?

The Climate Change Commission suggested some measures on how Filipinos can concretely
prepare for the weather phenomenon.

Speaking to state media's Bagong Pilipinas Ngayon, CCC Commissioner Albert Dela Cruz cited
studies that say up to 6,000 from the vulnerable population might end up as fatalities due to
health reasons because of the heat.

Measures include adjusting class and work hours, as well as steps in water conversation.

"Kasama po diyan yung shifting ng mga schedule ng mga mag-aaral. Kailangan maiwasan ang
oras mula alas diyes hanggang alas tres ng hapon," he said.

"Kung maaari ay pumasok ang ating mga mag-aaral mula alas-6 hanggang alas-9:30,
pagkatapos uuwi na," Dela Cruz added.

Workers who are directly under the sun like agricultural workers and laborers in construction
should also have shifts in schedules.

Senior citizens with preexisting conditions such as respiratory diseases should also avoid going
out of the house from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.

"We also need to have yung water hydration facilities," Dela Cruz said.
These may come in the form of misting or cooling stations.

Dela Cruz urged local government units to follow their local adaptation and mitigation plans to
lessen the impact of El Nino to the people.

The CCC official also urged the MMDA not to remove moss and grass in pavements to keep
pathways cool as these absorb heat.

"Ang spike ng El Nifio ay magpapalala ng ating water crisis. They already declared water
bankruptcy. We need to have localized type of water resource management," Dela Cruz said.

Dela Cruz urged schools, churches, and families to implement water conservation measures as
well, which could include water recycling.
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In previous El Nifios, solar-powered pumps were used in irrigation, and water supply has been
managed to ensure needs by sectors will be met.

"Bukod sa water district, magtulungan kasama ang LGU to ensure may supply ng tubig," he
said.

Dela Cruz said surface water like that of the Pasig River could be easier to filter for urban use.

Climate measures may also be implemented in agriculture as farmers and fisherfolk remain as
vulnerable sectors.

"Huwag na natin ipilit ang palay, baka pwedeng magtanim tayo ng kamote o cassava o saging,"
Dela Cruz said.

Rice requires heavier irrigation compared to other crops.

Some varieties of rice that are resilient to climate have been developed but are yet to be
mainstreamed for wider plantation.

Rice requires heavier irrigation compared to other crops.

Some varieties of rice that are resilient to climate have been developed but are yet to be
mainstreamed for wider plantation.
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Climate panel urges schools, agencies to shift schedules for El Niino

The Climate Change Commission (CCC) on Tuesday advised schools and government
agencies to shift their schedules ahead of the expected impacts of El Nifio in the country.

In an interview with Bagong Pilipinas Ngayon, Commissioner Albert dela Cruz suggested that
schools adjust their schedules as part of local governments’ implementation of their climate
action plans, possibly holding classes from 6 a.m. to 9:30 a.m.

“The hours from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. should be avoided, so if possible, our students should attend
classes from 6 a.m. to 9:30 a.m. and then go home,” he said.

The commission would also communicate with the Department of Trade and Industry and the
Department of Labor and Employment to address schedule adjustments for outdoor workers,
particularly those in construction and agriculture.

The CCC also advised other vulnerable sectors to minimize time outdoors, as El Nifio could
bring below-normal rainfall.

“Senior citizens and other vulnerable sectors with pre-existing conditions, including respiratory
diseases, should also avoid going outside from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.,” dela Cruz said.

Local governments are also encouraged to develop water and hydration facilities and cooling
stations, particularly in crowded areas.

He also urged agricultural workers to look for other locally grown crops to cultivate amid the
looming EIl Nifio, saying that farmers should not insist on rice production, as rice would be
among the crops primarily affected by the phenomenon.

“We need to look for endemic cash crops that do not require a lot of water and are
regenerative,” he said, adding that farmers should plant varieties of kamote, bananas and
malunggay as these crops can be grown anywhere.

Malunggay is also being considered for mainstreaming since it can generate P30,000 in monthly
income per hectare, making it more profitable than rice, according to dela Cruz.

The commission also said that although policies are in place to address the impacts in areas
historically vulnerable to the phenomenon, dela Cruz said their effectiveness depends on
implementation.

“We need a political will ... it should not be government business as usual, it has to be a

data-based, science-driven type of governance,” he said, appealing to local governments to
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coordinate and convene their municipal planning and development coordinators and other
technical personnel to address the problems caused by EI Nifio.
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Aboitiz, GCash Take Root In Balamban

More than 3,000 volunteers gathered in Balamban, Cebu as Aboitiz Foundation and GCash
brought their five-year forest restoration partnership to the ground through tree and bamboo
planting on Saturday, September 19.

The activity marked the first major on-ground activation of Aboitiz Foundation’s CarbonPH and
GCash GForest partnership, which aims to grow one million trees and help restore 1,200
hectares in Balamban over five years.

Held in time for World Bamboo Day, the initiative brought together communities, partners and
volunteers across identified restoration areas. In parallel, the Municipality of Balamban led
coastal cleanup activities for International Coastal Cleanup Day, extending the day’s
environmental action from the uplands to the coast.

For Aboitiz Foundation President Ginggay Hontiveros-Malvar, the launch is the start of a much
longer restoration journey rooted in community stewardship.

“What we are starting in Balamban is not a one-day planting activity. It is the beginning of years
of work with communities to restore forests, protect water sources and create livelihoods that
can endure. CarbonPH is about making sure the trees we plant today become part of healthier
ecosystems and stronger communities tomorrow.”

The partnership between Aboitiz and GCash is part of CarbonPH, Aboitiz Foundation’s 40-year
commitment to restore Cebu’s forests and watersheds at scale. The program aims to restore
around 71,000 hectares and grow millions of trees, bringing together communities, government
and businesses for long-term nature-based climate action.

That scale of restoration depends on partnerships. This initiative is supported by the
Municipality of Balamban and the Cebu Bamboo Industry Development Council, with guidance
from national government institutions that help connect restoration on the ground with the
country’s broader environmental and climate goals.

The Department of Environment and Natural Resources-Forest Management Bureau
(DENR-FMB) provides the broader technical and policy framework for sustainable forest and
watershed management—grounded in science, good forest governance and collaboration
among government, communities and other stakeholders.

The Climate Change Commission (CCC), meanwhile, helps align climate action with the

Philippines’ commitments under the Paris Agreement, including the country’s Nationally
Determined Contribution (NDC). The current NDC commits the Philippines to a 75% projected
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cumulative reduction and avoidance of greenhouse gas emissions from 2020 to 2030, with
implementation requiring coordinated action across government, business and society.

Within this larger effort, this initiative connects Aboitiz Foundation’s long-term restoration work
with GCash’s digital platform, turning green energy points earned through everyday digital
activities into support for tree and bamboo planting on the ground.

Michelle Fernandez, Mynt Head of Corporate Sustainability and Communications, said the
partnership makes that connection more tangible for GCash GForest users.

“GCash GForest was designed to make climate action accessible in everyday life. What this
partnership does is connect that participation to something people can see taking shape on the
ground—from seedlings being planted to landscapes being restored together with communities
in Cebu.”

GCash GForest has helped plant 4.9 million actual trees to date. The one million trees targeted
in Balamban will contribute to the GCash goal of planting 10 million actual trees by 2030, while
advancing CarbonPH’s larger restoration commitment.

On the ground, this partnership follows a ridge-to-reef and mosaic landscape approach,
integrating forest and watershed restoration, biodiversity conservation, agroforestry, mangrove
restoration in coastal areas, and community participation.

Native and endemic species such as Cebu Cinnamon (Cinnamomum mercadoi), locally known
as Kaningag, Narra, Molave, Katmon, Almaciga, and Bagilumbang will be planted alongside
bamboo and suitable fruit-bearing and agroforestry species, including cacao, coffee, and
jackfruit. In coastal areas, mangroves will be planted and restored to help protect shorelines,
strengthen coastal ecosystems, and support community resilience.

On September 19, bamboo and native trees were planted along the river corridor to help
rehabilitate the watershed, stabilize riverbanks, reduce erosion and support natural flood
mitigation—showing how restoration can also strengthen disaster resilience and
community-based climate action.

But planting is only the first step. The project targets at least 85% tree survival, backed by
sustained maintenance, monitoring, protection and community stewardship.

And Balamban is only the beginning. Over the next five years, CarbonPH will reach more
communities and restoration areas. Beyond the partnership, that work feeds into CarbonPH’s
40-year effort to restore Cebu’s landscapes—bringing more communities, more partners and
more areas into a long-term movement for healthier forests, stronger watersheds and greater
climate resilience.

=END=
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